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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
12th March 1869.

No. 65. Read the following letter from J. I. MINCHIN, Isq., Magistrate of
Vizagapatam, to the Cliief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;
dated Vizagapatam, 11th February 1869, No. 39,

I have the honor to forward the Annual Report of the V izagapatam Civil Dispen_
sary, and to bear witness to the escellent management of the institution, which,
through the liberality of the Rajah, and the care of the Civil Surgeon in charge, is
not surpassed in usefulness in any district of the Presidency.

2. With reference to Doctor Adam’s remarks on the increased price of the
necessaries of life, and destitution of the poorer classes, I would point out that
prices are even now below the average rates in several districts, and as there is no
want of grain throughout this part of the country, there is no reason to expect an
nerease in the present rates, until the prospects of the next agricultural season are

known. : .
3. There is no destitution at present in Vizagapatam, which the cxisting
local charities cannot meet. : ‘ ’

4. With regard to the swamp at the back of the town being a cause of malaria,
I believe that Doctor Adam is correct, and owing to the consequent prevalence of
fever I consider that Vizagapatam is far from being a healthy place. 1have submit-
ted, through the Board of Revenue, an application from the Rowman Catholic Bishop
for the greater portion of this swamp land, which he is desirous to reclaim, and I have
no doubt that the measure is very desirable in a sanitary point of view.

Annual Beport of the Civil Dispensary, Vizagapatam, for the year 1868,

Throughout the past year the public health of Vizagapatam and meighbourhood has continued
good, unaffocted by any epidemic of a serious nature. The scasons here, as clsewhere along this
coast, have recently beca unusually dry.  During the first six months of the year the climate had
been particularly genial, almost bracing ; for until after the month of June the solar heat had
been in no degree oppressive. The south-west monsoon broke on the station in that month with
unusual severity, and it was hoped that continuance of rain would bring abundant crops to the culti-
vator, and cheap food to the poorer inhabitants ; but duriug the two ensuing months occasional light
monsoon showers only fell, the solar heat increased in intensity, currents of air almost entirely,
at nights always, ccased, and when with such condition of the atmosphere is considered the amount
of evaporation from the sca surface, as well as from the land during the monsoon season, it cannot
but be wondered at that so little general sickness Lias prevailed among the commuuity, especially
during the latter half of the period under revicw.

2. A total rain-fall of only 32:06 inches was marked at the District Juil greatly Lelow the
wonted average, aud certainly less than what was required for the crops in the neighbourhood.
In June alone 14-23 inches were shown, of which 1302 foll between the 1st aud“7th, at the first
burst of the monsoon ; and though 11:07 was the rain-fall in the three ensuing months, the showers
were never ab any time deeisive, sufficient to produce an appreciable influence on the climate, for .
the heat became greater than in the months preceding the monsoon period.  Thirteen cents fell on
the 1Gth October, since which date there has not been a sign of rain.  The harvest, even inland to
the base of the hills, has been very seanty, requiring large remissions to be made from rates due
to Government.

» 3. During the last few months considerable dostitution has prevailed, cspecially among the
sged and weak, those unable to work for a liveliliood ; and though, as T have been given to under-
stand, orders have been sent by Government for the cxtension of works by the Publie. Work
Department, that the means of living may be within the reach of all, many people have czone to the
Upper Godavery works and elsewhcre, in quest of cheaper food.  Not enly has rice become dearer,
thongh it is stated there is no scarcity of it in the godowns of the natjve merchants, Lut these,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
13th March 1869.

e i

No. 78. Read the following letter from the Supervisor of the Government Press,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras,
18th February 1869, No. 1289, -

I have the honor to request that payment of the amount of the accompanying

bills, amounting in the aggregate to Rupees 1277-10-2, for printing materials
purchased for the Press, may be sanctioned.

MEMORANDUM.
Required for Dr. Moideen Sherif’s work and Administra. . RS. AP
tion Report for 1867-68, Bill for sundry type, dated
Bequired for Form-work, and to replace worn-out type, 8th February 1869 : 54 15 9
...... J
Do. do. 15th February
1869---‘ ves ter e e 1,222 ]_O 5

S —————— Vot r————

Total... 1,277 10 2

R e t———
n——

No. 79. ORDER THEREON, 13th March 1869, No. 307.

~ The payment of the bills, referred to in the foregoing letter, amounting to
Rupees (1277-10-2) one thousand, two hundred and seventy-seven, Annas ten, and
Pies two, is sanctioned,

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary,

To the Supervisor of the Government Press, with hills;
» Accountant General,

» Lxaminer of Claims,

Ezd, 7, Wright;

e - vam o pee e



-s
e
B
?

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
' l&tk Maock 1869.

No. 76. Read the following letter from the Supervisor of the Government Press,
to the Chief Sceretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras,
3rd March 1869, No. 1313.
T have the honor to request that payment of the amount of the accompanying
bills, amounting in the aggregate to Rupees 1046-5-6, for press-work performed by
Messrs. Gantz Brothers, and Messrs. Graves, Cookson, and Co., may be sanctioned.

MEMORANDUM, ' v
RS. A, P
Bill for pri::ting 200 copies Revenue List for 1869,
dated 30th January 1869 ... ... ... ... .. 2711 4
Do. 50 copies of Returns of Imports and Exports -
for December 1868, dated 30th January 1869.. 78 8 2
Do. 75 copies Tables of Contents to Proceedmgs
of Sanitary Commissioner for 1866, dated 30th 1
January 1869... ... . 20 0 O
Do. High Court Mlscellaneous Work dated 23rd
February 1869. i eee eee e e .. 730 2 0

S

Total... 1,046 5 6

No. 77. OrpER ':HERﬁON, 13th March 1869, No. 306. .
, Sanctioned.

(True Extract),

Chief Secretary.

To the Supervisor of the Government Progs, with bills.
,, Examiner of Claims,
» Accountant General,

Bxd, J. Wright,

Lo 2o " ol 1405 S
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o Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
12th March 1869.
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»
taking advantage of the adverse season, have increased the price from 23 and 23 seers per Rupec,

to so few as 10 and 12.  Even dry grain has gone up in price ; ragzec and cumboo are not procur-

able at less than 25 per cent. more than what was previously asked for them, and thus the circum-
stances of the poor and aged being so precarious, their constitutions broken by deprivation have
brought many to the llospital.

4. In the early part of the year measles and small-pox largely "prevailed in Vizagapatam
and neighbouring villages, though so few of these, from native prejudices, applied for treatment
at this Dispensary. Even of hooping-cough, also, there were then some fow cases treated among

Europeans and East Indians ; and again, at the present season, the same diseases prevail, but as
yet to nomarked extent.

‘*—,;‘ 5. I referred in my last Annual Report to the influence exercised upon the health of this
town by the permitted existence of the swamp and backwater which lie on the north,
and west of the place. A wide tract of low-lying open country, through which passes the small stream,
ab the mouth of which Vizagapatam stands, is daily flooded at the rise of the tide by sca and
river water. The backwater lics close under the town on its north
close up to the Infantry parade ground. It certainly Las its advantages, being a place of shelter
and resort for dhonies and other native coasting craft during stormy weather at sea ; but as it is
by such an imperfect channel that the sewage of the town i ’ :

cannot but be considered as a moans of excrcising a most depressing influcnce on the health of
the inhabitants, more especially upon those who live immediately on it\s banks.

on the province of my friend, Surgcon Major MacLeod, m.0., when I reca
forced upon me when temporarily in charge of the Military duties of thi
was only too perceptible that in the pative lines, as long ag north-easterly breczes prevailed
the health of the men and their families continued good or fair, but whenever wind blowin(‘f
across the swamp set in immediately the number of sick increased, by applications mad:
for admission by asthmatic cases, others with fever, and many with asthenia, and conditions

the result of general debility. In the Garrison Hospital, which stands on tho bank ncar the
lower end of the backwater, though the number of cases in the wards was ne

great, 1 could not but assign the cause of dyspepsia, headache, sometimes di
depression of spirits, to the inhalation of the noxious atmosphere wafted i
the open reeking waste, and the exhalations from the sewers emptied

north-west,
and north-west side, ncarly

s made to find its way out to sea, it

Perhaps I encroach
1 the impressions
s station. Then it

ver at any timo
arrheea, in general
nto the wards from

e S into the backwater.
It is from such localities that the majority of cases applying for relief at theo Dispensary come.

That reclamation of such a wide extentof waste is necessary in a sanitary point of view,
1 am persuaded.  As to the engincering practicability of what would be a most salutary measuro
1 hesitate to give an opinion. But when I say that many years ago Colonel Rundall, now Consult-
ing Enginecr to Government in the Irrigation Department, recommended the reclamation of this
swanmp, being persuaded of its possibility, as well as of the benefit it would afford, it must be
admitted L wiice with good reason in favor of the measurek and as s, proof of what can be done
a small picee of this swamp, the property of the Roman Catholic Mission in this place, and situated
in that part of the marsh fivst influcnced by the surge of water, has been made useful and arable,
werely Ly enclosing it with a low mud wall not higherthan four foet, but which effectually
prevents the pateh being similar to all arannd it, a nseless, hurtful malarious waste.

6. The drainage of the town, as far as concerns the condition of the strects especially, is
onod.  The strects are well laid with open stone-drains, which are flushed with water and
:horoughly cleaned out twice a day under the superintendence of Overscers, These unfourtu-
nately, a3 stated whove, lewd iuto the backwater instead of into the sea, aud the iuflucnces are
\\h::t'[ have already remarked.  Anothier objectionable institution is the old-fushioned form of
peiey, used 28 any and all timas of the day, built out ovu‘r the backwater, with deep pits through
which the fieees are dropped into the water, oron the moist mud and sand below.

7. It is to be hoped that in time the wore approved dry consorvanc‘y principle will be more
thoroughly carried out by the Municipality. As it 1s thore are some of these about the town, but

) , Tati D and s i
peither are they g0 generally made use of by the native population.  Luropcans and Iiust Indians
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.go to them, nor are they kept so regularly clean by the toties as that the benefit of them can be

observed. ' '
8. During the past year the number of applicants for relief has exceeded that of the previous
* o

year. Of out-patients 7797 have been entertained, and this Tmmbex: is 133'5 .in excess of tl}lla-t shzwnf
by the last Annual Return. There seems to me to be an increasing wﬂl.m.gness on the ga.r dc.;-
the botter classes of natives to avail themselves of thfe opportumtxfes of obtaining a.dlvxce an ;:'e 1
cal treatment afforded at Civil Dispensaries, and their regular daily attendance, as long as thisis
neces;aryl,}ct,{::?csa:?; SI.{etum 13 in-paticnts remained in Hospital, and 187 have been admitted
during: the }I’)ast year, making a total of 205, wl%o hav? derived m—doortrclrisf;ies'tl‘i}txs:icz:axézb;):iytls
many other applicants, whose condition was cntlrely. mﬂu:-ncedhby want 2  destituer t,h sublo
for the Poor-house rather than the Dispensary .cha.xrlty, z}nd suc were usually

tution when special medical treatment was not indicated in their cases. . . '

10. There is little calling for special detailed remark upon the diseases of either In or out-
patwlnlts. Fovers, rheumatism, and uleers, as usual, hold their high portion among the numbers
admittc.d, the for’mer presenting the uniform character of .int;ermi.ttexfs in }’:hls ((lix‘strllic:;r :y;eix:n 0:,;
especially those coming for aid from the Hill Tracts, orgaunic nnp:xca,;l‘ont sd owe d‘x::in , v(:r pfreq:mnt
lungs, and in not a fow the stomach and bowels were 8o geuerally a e: ed, ;.n’o o g vejs eer
geromucous evacnations, with vomits of the same charac‘ter, greatly owcxfmg he pow . ml Oi,‘
Antiperiodies arc not always decisive enough ‘in arr.cstmg the progress o s?ﬁc ?, sevte;e 501; o
intermittent, other of the cinchona alkaloids, cmchomfle. for cxamp}e dcxer;ue i u;(s)s beliefw e
action in hepatic congestion, and with a remedy combining such desired action 1
earlier offect would be produced upon the more severe cases. . o

12. This Dispensary, as is well known, 18 entirely supporte?dby 't,he q&umﬁcence oflllhts._nghlr::?
the Maharajah of Vizianagram, and during the p.ast year Ilis Ilighness hg? :t at u.nisof t;;

-eady to accept the representations of the Committee of Managemo.nt .tow.ar s t eex cnsio \
it It bhas been before shown that 1lis Ilighness endowed this institution with the sum of
i?\?;:tc);'QO,OOO . but it was found necessary, when this sam was received, .an.d it. was de"sir'edt 1to
i-uvest the amount in Government sccurities, to use a portion .of the principal in sﬂecunng,di?1
investment. Rupees 1000 of that amount had been so’used, and‘}t had recently been i;commen ;b
by the present Committee of Management to appro.pnatc a portion of the balance, ljillg to1 cx:e(i
in the Government Savings' Bank, to make up the investment to thgamouut of the original grant.
This has heen done during the past year, at a cost of Rupees 141-7-8, N

13. The Financial Statement shows a balance of Rupees 1191-14-3 to ha'v'cdl'am (;:::he
Government Savings’ Bank on the lst January last. During the year tlfcre were rocedy eh 31 a. )(;03
from the Maharajah the sum of Rupees 308-3-5 v.'h-en the expenscs of %he lllstltl(lltlf)n ah-et'cefzo:m
the means at command in the Bank, and Rupees 530 fm: the supply of wr.arfidan Rconcsl,;5 1;1(,;,1;8.l
furniture ; and from the sale of medicines Rupees 233- 0-11 were deuvo‘ . 3411‘1)[)10 s
were received as intercst upon investment. There was thus a sum of Rupees 2-10.

{ ‘king of the charity.

" ﬂ;(;.wm()f tiis sum Rupecs 1141-7-8 were laid out‘ifx the- purchase oit Rn}pe;s 10_(:01 .Glivem-
ment Promissory Note ; Rupees 874-11-10 in the provision dicts fo'r the 81‘0(;(' in fosp'xta ; ~up:£i
993.3-10 for the purchase of peyishable articles ;‘Rupees 131-6-0 1;1 ﬁrovxldl.ntg nt::!:;ﬁ:r: r::m Vl
wards, and clothing for the sick : and for scrvants Wagcsﬁlxpccs 40 : Ifa( ‘1 1o tot . \ a

vo of R . 5 and eross interest, amounting to Rupees 27-4-1 on Savings' Bauk .m‘cuunt, had to

:“‘3 ()fblmfx)ﬁlebtl;:l‘::ti:«f this total, viz., Rupees 3107-1-8, from the amount of receipts, leaves a

e meb s o ths ) ;
balunce at disposal of Rupues 300-9-0. | |

15. The Dispensary is neariy as complete in furu.xture and such necessaries as ‘are r‘g:ziuu'od

for the number of sick L ean accommodate. I purchas=liron cots ata ver:y moalemte rate at Madras,

the appearance of which, to say nothing of the grester comfort thoy afford, 13 vastly preferable ¢y
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the old wooden shape. A small table stands at the side of each bed. A liberal supply of clothing
has been provided for the use of the inmates to be worn only as long as they remain in ITospital.,
16. The building outside, and the flooring of the wards, arc much in need of repair. 'The
Maharajah has promised his early attention to this.
17. I need say no more regarding 1st Class Hospital Assistant C. Appavoo, No. 359, thar
that my opinion of him, as expressedlast year, remains still the same, and that he still stands higy,
. in the estimation of those who come to the Hospital for advice and treatment.’ '

(Signed) II. ADAM,
Surgeon.

——

MeMoraxpun of visitors of the Civil Dispensary, Vizagapatam, during the vear 1868,

Names. Date of visits. !i Remarks.
W. M. Babington... ... ......| Tth January 1868, ’Vi ited 3 si T
W. 3. Babington...... ... ... ond March =, | o @ sicklad |
R. E. Master...... ............ 11th |, by |
J. H. Master... ............ ... I1th |, . ]
P. Steenevassa Row... .....[20th .
J. H. Master... ............... 3lst ,, .
W. E. Jellicoeue ... ........ . 3lst . . |
W. M. Babington... ...... ... 3lst ,, ' '
J. W. McMurray... ... ... .../ 81st . '
N. Jugunnada Row............ 16th May '
Sree V. Vizianagram...... ... 22n0d ,, » L am very glad e L
3. MnchiBeweesecesreenns oo 220d o | very goed on. the Hospital is kept in
J. W. McMurray... .. ...3..| 8th July ; '
| W. E. Jellicoe... ... ...... : . .
A. R. Hutchins...... ...... .| 26th September | ‘
T. E. Tennant ..... ... ... ...[ 1st Qctober .
C.8. Hearn ........ .o oo L[ 18t . |
W. E. Jellicoe.................. 8th ,, , ’
J. W. McMurray... ... ... ...[8th v
- e Mm—“‘—“_\“\ )
(Signed) II. ADAM,
Surgeon,
No. 66. OrpER THEREON, 12th March 1869, No. 299.

With the fo?‘e.goin'g letter the Magistrato of Vizagapatam submits the Medical
Report on the Civil Dispensary there established for 1868,

2. -r[‘he num.bcr of out-patients treated during the period under review was
7797, being 1335 in excess of that in the preceding year. The number who obtained
m-door relief was 205 . :

3. The Government are glad to learn that the usefulness of the institution is
becoming more and more appreciated, as evidenced by the resort to it of the better
classes of Natives.

4. Adverting to the practice which scems to have hitherto obtained, of depo-
siting in the District Savings' Bank funds belonging to the Dispensary, the Govern-
ment direct that this arrangement be discontinued, with reference to the orders
issucd on the subject under date the 4th January 1869, No. 6.

9. The Government are much gratified at the continued interest evineed by
the Maharajah of Vizianagram in the welfare of the institution.

o . R

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment, 5
12th March 1869.

6. It is observed that the application of the Roman Catholic l}ishop, referred
to in the last paragraph of Mr. Minchin’s letter, for the transfer to him of the greater
portion of the land described as a swamp, at the back of the town, for the purpose
of rezlamation, is under considerativn in the Revenue Department.

7. The question of reclaiming the remaining portio.n of the swamp 1s des.erv-
ing of consideration, as there is roason to befieve that its present .co.ndltlon is at
certain seasons of the year injurious to the public health of the town ol Vizagapatam.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Magistrate of Vizagapatam.
Inspuctor Gencral, Indian Medical Department.

Revenue Department,

3

»

Bzd. J. Tullook.
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