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I’roceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
12th March 1869. |

P

No. 63. Read the following letter from the Collector of South Arcot, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Chekady, 8th February
1869, No. 7. - ‘

I have the honor to submit the report on the Civil Dispensary of Cuddalore for
the past year, received from the Zillah Surgeon.

" 9. It will be seen that this report is from three officers. Dr. Bilderbeck was in
charge from 1st January to 24th September ; Dr. McGann, from 24th September to
28th November ;.and Dr. Rogers it present in charge from the latter date to the close
of the year 1868. '

. 8. Th o turns show a falling off in the number of patients seeking relief to
the ?xtent 035‘12 for the peried under notice, and Dr. Rogers attributes this decrease
to the iniﬁ*leﬁ(‘:é’df' the Dispensary newly established at Chellumbrum, and which
provideéidr..;all the inhabitants of, that large Town and the Towns of Porto-Novo
and Virda 'éi}um s but 1 also think that the comparative healthiness of the country,
especially during the latter half of the past year, may have contributed to this

decrease, and both causes combined would sufficiently account for it.

4. That the Dispensary is as popular as ever I have reason to know, though it
moets with little support from the Native Public in the way of subscriptions. The
buildings arc kept in admirable order, and if anything were to occur to jeopardize
the continuance of the Institution, its usefulness and acceptability to the people
would, Iam satisfied, be quickly testified to, and that in a substantial manner if

required.

5 1 may mention that a Lying-in ward and small Hospital attached 1s about
to be constructed, and there are already several midwives entertained on a small
pittance, and who are kept in readiness for any gsudden calls. These women are
occasionally instructed in Midwifery by the Zillah Surgeon and Dressers attached,
and their services have been much appreciated as noticed by Dr. McGann. The
local Famine Relief Committee voted in 1867 that the balance of fundsin hand
after closing their accounts should be appropriated to the establishment of Lying-in
wards, and it1s with this money, amounting to Rupees 3000, to be supplemented
by local contributions, that this useful addition to the District Dispensary has been
commenced, and I am sanguine that, during the current year, it will be open for

patients.

6. I am not disposed to ‘agree with Dr. Bilderbeck that subscriptions to the
Dispensary should be obligatory. It ‘sa frec Institution open ostensibly to all,
and all extraneous help should, I think, be voluntary and optional. My belief is
that an appeal to the owners of the Factories rcferred to by Dr. Bilderbeck would
d this shall be made in view to securing their pecuniary

be well-responded to, an
cnance of an establishment so valuable occasionally

cooperation towards the maint
to their employés.

7 T do not know that the returns call for any further notice.
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Annual Eeport of the Civil Dispensary at Cuddalore Jor the year ending 31st December

1868.
Nouuser or Sick.

Remained 31st December 1867 —out-patients..u...vveeerierssivsieevernnnns, ?2'
" ‘ . in-patients...... et eeshe e, 12
Total.., 44

Admitted—out-patients....ceivceenierernnnrrennn..s PN rerreereteeeen, 7,951
Do.  in-patients............ccc... ceerreenn.n, RN borieenons e 1

Discharged— out-patients........... .

' MEICRES. .ccveve v ettt evaererntn e ene « 7,943
Do. IN-PAtEnts . ovu i cive e eeann s ererrneas Cerreeaan veeen 172
Total... 8,115

Died--out-patients........c.oees veereriiniiininiii heees 0
Do. in-patients .......coeeeiieiiiiiiiiiiiinnninnnn, e e ;A 7
Total... 7

Remaining 31st December 1868 —~out-patients....co..vuuueernvrvnvevenenn.... _:1—(;
Do. do in-patients..........c.oovuenenen.s 9
Total... " 49

Averaze number of Sick —out-patients.......er........... R e —_6;2
. ve in-patients,.......c.coeiinuniin. L. ecariary eraas 93
Total .. 77}

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

The Civil Dispensary continues to afford relief to the inhabitants of that part of Cuddalore
including Munjacoopum, Vilvaroyanathum, Tripaploor, and New Town ; it is also much resorted to
by people from the interior and northern portion of the disirict, who suffer from aggravated formg
of discases, or from injuries resulting from accident,

" “The Civil Dispensary recently successfully established at the adjoining large and thickly
populated town of Chellumbrum is conveniently situated for providing for the sick poor in the

southern portion of the district, and who were formerly compelled to obtain relief at the Zillah
Dispensary.

The Dispensary is prosperous in its finances. The interest accruing from its Funded Capital

maintains comforiably a limited number of in and out-paticnts, and provides all Hospital neces-
saries, except Furopean medicines and surgical equipments. A sum averaging about 30 Rupces
lias been contributed monthly, in the shape of subscriptions, by the European portion of the commu-
n'ity. A small sum has also been raised by the sale of medicines. I am of opinion that, in some
instances, the system of monthly subscriptions to Dispensaries should be not asit is at present
optional, but compulsory ; I mcan in cases where the proprictors of Sugar Factories and other
Establishments are only too glad to avail themselves, for their Factory and privato servants, of
the medical treatment and accommodation afforded by such Dispensarics, but who at the same time
decline to contribute an Anna towards their support. It has often fallen to my lot to treat cases
of a difficult and complicated nature under these circumstances, and I regretted that the Dispen-
sary should have been deprived of a sourco of revenue in cvery way fair and legitimato.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
12th March 1869.

1. With the exception of a few days in June, the hot season this year. has not been particu-
larly trying. Rain fell in tie latter end of January, and also in April and May. There was no
scarcity of grain.

2. Small-pox prevailedin an cpidemic form in Old Town in the months of August and Septem-
ber, and included among the victims some of the European population in the pensioners’ lines. It is
worthy of remark that one of the families stricken with the discase was that of a European
pensioner who was prejudiced against vaccination, and therefore took no steps to protect his
children, two of whom took small-pox in a most virulent form and died, and a third child had a
narrow escape. This case is only equalled by another which took place about the same
time in another part of the country, where a European Missionary, also prejudiced against
vaccination, took small-pox along with two of his children, (who had not the benefit of the
prophylactic,) and all three died within a week of each other. " It might be added after such glaring
instances of neglect of precautionary measures amongst Europeans, that the time has arrived when
vaccination should, by legislative cnactment, be rendered obligatory in India.

Cholera prevailed in an epidemic form in Punrotty in April, and the Head Assistant Collector’s
Division suffered both from cholera and fever. Cholera pills and fever mixture were forwarded
as required from the Civil Dispensary.

3. The chicf discases that brought paticnts (in and out) to the Dispensary were fever,
disorders of the stomach and bowels, ophthalmia, and skin diseases. Up to the 24th of September
there was no less than 249 admissions from ophthalmia, and 505 from skin diseases ; 196 cases of
fever were treated during this period.

4, Seven deaths occurred from the following causes : cholera, dropsy, dysentery, atrophy,
cancer, consumption and wound. The case of wound that proved fatal was that of an old woman
who had been gored in several parts of her person by a buffalo.

The wounds were doing well when she was suddenly seized with lock-jaw and died. The Dispen-
sary was attended daily, and the patients preseribed for by myself personally. The rules regard-
ing the custody of poisonous drugs were carried out.

CUDDALORE, (Signed) J. BILDERBECK,
R4th September 18€8. Civil Surgeon.

Concise Report on the Civil Dispensary, Cuddalore, from the 24th September to the 28¢h
November 1868.

As I have been only about two months in charge of the Civil Dispensary and station, having
assumed charge from Assistant Surgeon Bilderbeck on the 24th Scptember, and given over charge
to Surgeon Rogors on the 28th November 1868, I shall not enter into a detailed report, especially
as no epidemic or anything uausual concerning the public health has occurred calling for one for
so short a period.

The chief discases I observed were those of the stomach and bowels, fevers of the intermittent
type, rheumatism and some cases of ophthalmia with the usual number of cases of accidents, &c,
all of which yielded to ordinary treatment. The number of the in and out-patients will appear in
the Annual Report. The funds of the Dispensary are in a satisfactory state, being derived fzom the
interest on Invested Capital, which, together with the monthly subscriptions of the European resi-
dents, appear to be ample. I say European, asthe Native residents with one exception giveno
support to the Iospital.

The Medical Subordinate 1st Class Hospital Assistant lamgasawmy is a very worthy man, and
to his kind and courteous treatment of the patients seeking relief here, T would attribute much
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v of l;he success of the Institutiqn. There are two midwives attached to the Hos ital wh h
of usefulness is considerable among the native population. pital whose sphere

28th ffr‘é’é’iﬁ?ffises . (Signed) T.J. McGANN,
' Acting Civil Surgeqn.

- T apsumeod charge of the Civil Dispensary on thé 28th N k
. ovember 1868, since  whi
- station has been very healthy, and no ¢ase in the Dispensary calls for l‘emar’k BlneIen;lixclzl; g::o the
‘ , reage

of 842 in the number of admissions as compared with 1867. This ari
° . This arises in a great
from the Dispensary at Chellumbrum having been opened and resorted togb tl::!’:sulfebl')mbably
Chellumbrum, Port-Novo, and Virdachellum, who were compelled formerl yt mk | 'ltants "
Cuddalore Dispensary. : o seck aid at the
Iam endeavo.uri.ng to induce the Native residents to continue their
by ‘monthly subscriptions, so that the usefulness of the Institution may
I hereby certify that the orders respecti
: pecting the custody of poi i
Principal Inspector General, Medical De e ons drags, issued by the
, partment, dated 23rd Januar f
s y 1863, are fully carri
Commstons y carried out,

1st January 1869. | (Signed) C.J. ROGERS,
. , : Acting Civil Surgeon.

support to the Dispensary
be extended.

———

Annual Statement of Expenses for 1868,

Medical Officers’ allowance...........c...covverennnnnennn, "RS. A.[P..

Ono 156 Class Hospital Asstatunt, ab 35 amany ot 705t srssestoesssostinnns o,

] peuS er month from 1ot Tame ae. . oo ootseene
May 1868, at 60 Rupees from 27th May to 31‘;1; Dn;g:;};)goinsggt Jamua
One Peon’s pay, at Rupees 7 per month

---------------
......... [V A ARER]

Medical Officers in char i | -
. . ge during th
Aussistant Surgeon J. Bilderbeck, from 1st J anuary to 23rd Sfpte?ni::rl'%s

Do. do. T. J. McGann, from 24th Se
s pt to 27th Novemb
Surgeon C. J. Rogers, from 27th November to 31st December :o “ do.
CUDDALORE, S"
1st Junuary 1869. (Signed) C.J, ROGERS,
Acting Civil Surgeon.
Civil Dispensary, 1868.
Month and Date. 7 Name of Visitors. Remarks
26th February 1868, Capté.in F. Templer... ... Hospital extreﬁ' ‘;‘ B v
24th March | W.M. Cadell.o.rr ... Everything neas sad om0 usael,
16th May . |S. Mootoosawmy...... ......| I found everything right usual,
é(s)thSeptember v X %aganatha Naidoo ...... Do. do. do gas. ¢
th ,, ' Tagg oo e Everythi . |
Toth Dotober " | FLE Gobsen. s o | Do, E ey ¢leen and neat. |
17th ,, » | S. Mootoosawmy...... ...... Ifind all correct. ’
16th November ,, |T. H.B. Young... ......... Do. - |
I
CuDDALORE, Signed J
st January 1869. (Plgned) @ J. ROGERS,

dcting Civil Surgebn.

s At
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Financial Statement exhibiting the working of the In-patients... «u. .ot 177} Total 8.128
Cuddalore Civil Dispensary for the year 1868. Out-patients.... ... 7,957 AT
RS. |A. [P gs. . lp.
Balance in hand on 1st Janua 4 ( By Medical Officers’ allowance... ‘
1868...0000ec rosars sraren sueres 200| 3| 8 2 | By 1st Class Hospital Assistant’s 59‘ ol 6
FLoatng. cevereerrennne wvvrvnmamessl wve feerleo 8 DT+ erreeeroessssnesurerese o
Invested..e.cesesees o e 26,000 0 ng ., PoOn’S PAY..everereres srerersenn, 84‘i 0| 0
Received during the year :— S| . European medicines fromy | 329 4/10
From Government...... eeveve oo 1,012 5} 4 o Medical StOreS.....ove. veeerer..]
,» Local Fund... s.oveee ooe ST S O ¢ | European medicines purchased......
Interest of vested Fund...| 1,300 0| 0%
. European donation or 523 0 0‘ . ‘
gubscription...... co.eee =
by NBETO... coeoineneeer cnnte 20, 0 0’5 Servants’ Wages.s ceeeveverseerneennses 528 8 0
,, Sale of Medicines to — | Annual supplies....ccovieeiriniiionnn. | 380| 910
persons not entitled to 20210, 91T | Dieting sick..veeeuss sorese wrrreene. \ 89210{ 9
gratuitous issue. || 1) Wine and Spirits... ..ore e el b
e —!—1 g | Other Charges...... ..cvevvve covvrrens + 253) 311
Total Income... 29,%%«; 2135 L —
1 Expenditure...| 3, |
o B — i 3,067, 510
Balance...'26,19013i11 i \
Particulars. 1 certify the above to be corvect return of the
In Company’s Rupees... .cocore 26,000 0 0 ichme_and expenditure of the Cuddalore
Ready cash in charge of Deputy Civil Dispensary.
Collector...oovenrers sosaeren 190 13 11

26,190 13 11

.

(Signed) C.J. ROGERS,

1 tcjzzz‘zo:;'w@ Acting Civil Surgeon.
8 f
No. 64 ORDER THEREON, 12th March 1869, No. 298.

With this letter the Collector of South Arcot submits a Report on the Civil
Dispensary at Cuddalore for the year 1868. .

9. The number of applicants for medical relief was, it appears, less by 842
than that in the preceding year. This decrease, howev.er, is satisfactorily account.ed
for : many patients in the more southern towns having, no doubf, sougpt relief
in the newly-established Dispensary at Chellun.nbrum, w-ho would o'd}erv'nse h?.ve
resorted to that at Cuddalore. The comparative healthiness of the District during
a great part of the year would, further, contribute to jchat result. .

3. The Government regret to notice the little n}tert.ast f.xpparentl}.r evx.nced by
the wealthier natives of the place in the welfare of t.he institution, COnSIdel:lng that
it has been mainly established for the ber}eﬁt of .thelr poorer brethren. Itis hopid
that the Civil Surgeon’s offorts to obtain their support 1n the way of monthly
subscriptiohs may be successful. |

4, An appeal for similar aid might very .properly b? made to ‘the Proprietors
of the Sugar Factories in the neighbourhood, since the. Dispensary is open to their
gervants, in common with other people, for medical relief.

%ﬁwl/‘/ o@/@%gwy (e C"“,—Z‘/{/ St cosr
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5. The Government are gratified to learn that a ward for the treatment of
Midwitery cases is being erected in connexion with the Dispensary, and that there
is every prospect of its usefulness being appreciated.

(True Extract),

To the Collector of South Arcot.
» Inspector General, Indian Medical Department.
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