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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department, ‘
3rd March 1869. ' ’

No. 5. . Read the following letter from J. H. BLAIR Esq., Protector of Em1

‘ grants, to the Chief Secretary to Government Fort Saint George ; dated
Mgdras, 26th January 1869, No. 2W. :

I have the honor to report, for the consideration of Govérnment, a very seriois

mortality (31 deaths out of 604 souls embarked) during the voyage of the Ship Jumes

from Martinique to Pondicherry with return emigrants, and to forward copies of ‘

correspondence and papers connected with the subject.

2. The Jumna, a ship of 1050 tons, left Pondicherry for Martinique in March
1868 with 287 emigrants, counting for 2681 adults. She called at Karikal and
there embarked 194 more souls, countmg as 186 adults ; total number 481 souls,
counting as 454} adults ; 4} above her full complement oi 450, S

3. On arrival at Martlmque she embarked a cargo of return emigrants, but
the French authorities at Martinique sent on board the very great number of 604 souls,
of whom 97 were children, counting as 550 adults; 11 infants not being-counted. .

4. I cannot understand on what grounds such a very large number of emi-
grants were embarked. The autharities at Martinique may possibly be unaware of
the Actsand Regulatlons, both English and French, prescribing that a maximum of

Extraot from Fronch Ack. © 450 adults 1s never to be exceeded in any
Cahier des oherges pour le 'Iransport sux Autilles d'wn - 8hip, however large; but it. does seem
convoi d’'Immigrants Indiens. .
: ~ very extraordinary that they should
¢ fin auonn cas 1:3;%;?,’:"::’:{9?“,,& 450 ' allow 604 souls to be embarked in a ship
. e which had only just arrived with 48}
The Captam of the Jumra must - also have known that the number which he took to
Martinique was rather over his full complement and he ought to have protested
against such overcrowding.

5 1Itis certamly true that by Art. 15, Act XLVI. of 1860 a space of 60 cubic
feet is allowed to each adult emigrant, ‘and that by this mode of measurement
the Jumna's complement was 672; but subsequent Acts and Regulations have laid
down the rule that only a maximum of 450 adults is to be allowed.

6. I believe the statement of Mr. Norfor, “ that every care was taken of the

‘ emigrants in the Jumna,” is perfectly
Paragraph 2, letter of January 18th, 1869, No. 331. correct, as several of them have come
before me to be engaged for shipment to

the Mauritius shortly, and unanimously concur in their reports of good treatment,
and food while on the return voyage. They confirmed the statement of the Doctor
that the deaths occurred from debility,

Letter from Mr. Norfor, of January 18th, 1869, No. 881, g algo declared that many emigrants

agraph
i were embarked in a very weak state,

who recovered on the voyage.
'w. These statements, I think, still more condemn the action of the French
authorities at Martinique. They not only overcrowded the ship, but sent on board
emigrants who were unfit to bear the voyage, which no doubt were the causes of

" the lamentable mortality which occurred.

8. I regret the delay that has occurred in reporting this matter to Govern-
ment, but I was obliged to refer twice to Mr. Norfor for information after receiving

his first letter, whxch contained only a very short notice of what had occurred, with-

out any particulars.
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From B. T. NORFOR, Esq., British Consular Agent, Pondicherry, to the Protector of Emigrants,
Madras ; dated Pondicherry, 8th January 1869, No. 327.
1 have the honor to report the arrival here of the Ship Jumna from Martinique with 604
return Indian emigrants; 31 died on the passage. It will be observed that they have shipped
154 heads more than are allowed by the Act.

et

From J. H. BLAIR, Esq., Protector of Emigrants, to the British Consular Agent, Pondicherry ;
dated Madras, 11th January 1869; No. 32W.

Your letter of January 8th, 1869, No. 327.

9. 1 have the honor to request you will inform me what is the tonnage and measurement of
the Ship Jumna, also by whose authority she was allowed to ship 154 more coolies than her comple-
ment.

8. 1t is not clear from your letter whether 604 emigrants were shipped or 635.

4 1 further beg to be informed whether you have made full inquiries into all the circum-
gtances connected with the shipment of such a large number of emigrants above that allowed by
the Act, and to request that you will immediately send me a full report on the subject, as the case
appears to me to require most serious notice. '

From B. T. NORFOR, Esq., British Consular Agent, Pondicherry, to the Protector of Emigrants
Madras ; dated Pondicherry, 18th January 1869, No. 331. ' '

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, and with respect
to the number of coolies brought by the Jumna, I beg to enclose copy of a deposition made by
the Captain. Rix hundred and four heads were put on board, but ashe states 86 being children
they really count for 550 adults. Even so, it is beyond the number that we allow here, and I be
leave to suggest that this should not be allowed to pass over unnoticed by our Govemu’xent a8 “:
authorities in the Islands seem very much disposed to act independent of any of our rule,s M
object in bringing it to notice was that our Government should make some observations t.o th{s
authorities here on the subject.

2. At the rate of 60 cubic feet allowed by the Convention there was really room for 672 emi
grants, but this has nothing to do with it, she took 460 from here, and the French Govemmen;
knew very well this was the number they should bave returned. |

3. I beg also to enclose you the Doctor’s statement of deaths, and to state that he says
all these deaths were the result of debility ; more than double this number were sent on boax}"d
in this state, but the others rallied after they had been about a month at sea. I have no reason
to suppose but that every care was taken of these people ; indeed they made no complaints, on the
contrary said they had been kindly treated whilst on board ; on this account, therefore ’there is
nothing to say. ’

——

Deposition of George Laing, Commander of the Ship Jumna, of 1050 Tons, arrived from
Martinigue and now laying in Pondicherry roads
1 was engaged to take emigrants from Pondicherry to Martinique and to return. The
amount of freight for return was settled at a lump sum, no stipulation as to the number of emigrants
tobe brought back. At Martinique the Government shipped 604 heads, inclusive of women and
children, as follows :—

Men... «oovivieniiiines e, 385, counting for 385

WO ... oveeeeeeeeraraeneracn e 122 do. 122
Children.....c..ocvonen ennes tevens tes 86 do. - 43
Infants not counted,.............. .. 11 0

——— o

Total... 604 heads—Adults. 550

W e
.
g
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This number, according to the Erench'Begi;lations at Martinique, they were allowed to ship.”
The space allowed to emigrants was as follows :— . = N © =

. Feet.
Moan deck length....... 160)
Mean breadth.......... . 32; = 85,840
Heighﬁ.;.... aee sswses oaéd - 7 -

Hospital space— E ,
Length.......... vereoresen . 32 : .
Breadth...........  eiee. 220 = 5,180
Height..eoeerreeiossennras 7 :

35,840

Cubic feet 35,840+ 60=Heads 672 ; by these measurements it gives us actual room for 672
persons. I could not object to the orders of the French Government, and, therefore, took on
board the number they were pleased to give me. 1 was, as I said, chartered for the lump, and not
so much per head. We left Martinique on the 6th September 1868, touched at Pernantaco on the
21st October, from thence we came on to Pondicherry without touching anywhere else. The whole
of the ;deaths, with the exception of four, occurred from debility. They were very weak when they
were put on board ; under any case they might not have survived ;a great number of these men

- who landed were very weak when they were put on board, but they picked up during the voyage, and

quite recovered.
' (Signed) G. LAING,

15th January 1869. : ,
: e (True Copy.). -
' (Signed) B.T. NORFOR, ‘
e e Comnlar dggnts
From Monsieu!“z?-APETIS, Mari_ne'Docl;or, to the Consular Agent; dated Pondicherry, 14th
January 1869. - .

1 beg to hand you the list of deaths which occurred on board on the voyage as requested. :

, 3 ﬁen d(iied f(li-om szrﬁlilcious fever.
1 Man o. do. debility.
In September <3 'y, do. do. dysentery.
' ) 1 Woman do. do. consumption.
' 2 Men do. do. debility.
In October. {1 Do. do. do. dysentery.
6 Men do. do. debility.
In November. 3} Man do. do. dysentery.
(8 Men do. do. debility.
{1 Man do. do. dysentery.
In December. { 1 Do.  do. do. consumption.
| 2 Women do. do. debility.
{1 Man do. do. do.

1 Infant born on board and died from debility.

. 1 Woman died in the roads from do.
Total... 31
| (True Copy.)

(Signed) B.T. NORFOR,
Consular Agent.

sseym———

F;'om J. H. BLAIR, Esq., Protector of Emigrants, to the British Consular Agent, Pondicherry ;
dated Madrae, 20th January 1869, No. 1W. ,
Your letter of January 18th, 1869, No. 331.

9. You say in paragraph 1 ¢ 550 adults. Even so, it is beyond the number we allow here,”
and also ** this bas nothing to do with it, she took 450 from here, and the French Government

« knew very well this was the pumber they should have returned.”
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8. You also state in the same paragraph * of the rate of 60 cubic foot allowed by the Con-
- ** vention there was really xvum for 672 emigrants.” .

g X cannot reconoils wie above tatemenvs, tyg apparently meaning that the Jumna
embarked more than her lawful number of emigrants at Martiique, the other that she did moé
do so but only embarked 550 ; her lega! complement being 672,

BT | r.eqﬂect,-‘mufn!}‘?; you will be good enough to explain this discrepancy by return of
post, ‘and algo 0 forward the Survey. certificate of the Jumna granted when she left Pondi-
;h‘;rry in March 1868, as I am anxious o report the matter to Government with the least possible

elay. .

From B. T., NORFOR, Esq., British Consular Agent, Pondicherry, to the Protector of Emigrants,

. Madras; datedqundich,erry, 23rd January 1868, No. 335,

- Lbave the honer, with reference to paragraph 2 of your letter of 20th instant, to inform you
thast 450 men was the maximum determined pn hers in agcordance with the Calcutta rales ; any
ship, o mgt_ter her 't_Onnago OF mongurement, is not . allowed to carry more.-#(Beo the French

Charter Party herewith scoompanying). . This number was fixed.in consequence of a letter from

th;o,QoQSuI; of ‘Reunion, A‘H‘H:Ei‘lu o Earl Russell, dated 18th Fobﬂm'y 1862.—(8ee Order of
 Government 19th July 1862, Mﬁf@)xge Jumny ackually mensnres for 672 men, but she Was

not allowed to take from here more than 460, being the mtiﬁiun‘ullowﬂ . |

2. In"Martinique they sesmed to hav'e‘% ared har araln and A tion,
60 cubio fost being allowed ek mes thequn\stfon | hér again, and, according, to the Conventio

Toom fer 808 and pat on board 604, overlook-

ing ﬂze rale here that 450 sh_qpld be the niaximum on,m’ ship. "
~ Nn 8 '.“.'Uimnn.wnmnon, drd Maron IWV,MM o

It appears from the foregoin T8 hat bt s e
- grant ?hip Jumna arrived at }goﬁi;:r:;a t;r‘i‘tl;xou;;her::hof Janugry’ the :ml-
Martinique. The number shipped had "been 804, but gg Qf?:; ; ﬁmlgm“h‘l drox:
‘,fhey were eounted according to th%"ﬁt&tnfory Proviaidx}gi' " these being childre
e e, e iy
. +ondicherry, the Protector of Em; L Consalar Agen
and that the gufhorities at Mmi:;:::n :: t:;n_sxi::s th;tt the ship .wu ovarcfowded,
number of coolies, vwho were in g debilitated coridifi?ny :: e_;l}l&rw:g a considerable
' ' 2 VO |

Dated 31st November 1863, No, gasy nally noted, this i5 o condition which can-
o :‘Ot b enforced under the terms of the
frfanch Convention if all the stipulations
onsid aithfully anq cxactly okserved.
with sen;f;1 or that the French suthorities at Martin-
voyage. It is clear from the forewa: '0g on board invalis unable to bear the
ed in a feoblo state derived reEO":)%'n P:hpers that many coolies who were embark-
Excellency in ¢ i ® Yoyage, and it ¢ i
Y 10 Council, that the largy nyppep of casualios conlg ;:::pgz:; o fc'lﬂ
at due Medical advico was provided, and that

of the Convention with respect to 8pace’are
. 3. Neitherdo the Government ¢ '
1que can be justly reproached

me’of tho retumgﬁ;ﬁ’ggm# 1

1:3h¢ Protactor has ‘dge

bear festimony to the kindnoss with whi
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