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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

R5th February 1869.

Read the following papers:—

No. 208. From the Inspector General, Indian Medical Department, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Fort Saint Gceorge,
20th January 1869, No. 19.

I have the honor to annex, for submission to Government, the following Extract
from the Annual Inspection Report of the Civil Dispensary at Ponani, by the Deputy
Inspector General of Hospitals, Southern Division, dated 13th December 1808.
The town of Ponani, as Government are aware, is notoriously unhealthy, and sub-
ject to annual severe outbreaks of cholera and small-pox, the mortality from which,
according to official returns, is very great, as is only to be expected {rom the very
unsanitary condition of the town, as represented in this report.

ExTrACT.

s« Ponani is situated close to the sca on the left bank of the embouchure of a largs river,
which takes its name from the place. The site is low and undulating. The soil is sand or dry
earth, the substratum laterite. There is but little, if any, natural drainage, and any artificial
drainage that exists is very insufficient and imperfect. The town of Ponani is scattered to a consi-
derable extent over the locality under advertence, without any regard to arrangement. The conser-
vancy is of the worst description, that is, no attompt appears to have been made to keep the
place clean. The ground surface i generally fouled by refuse of every kind, and frequently Ly
ordure. Cess-pools are in common use. They are often to be found of large dimensions, con-
structed of masonry, inside the houses, with only an opening at the highest point for the reception
of the excreta which cannot be afterwards removed. One of these cess-pools are in the building
occupicd by the Dispensary, and I instructed the Hospital Assistant to cause it to be closed. It
would be advisable to ascertain that such has been dome. There are also, I am informed, cess-
pools in the ground in the vicinity of most of the houses, which when filled by ordure are covered
in and fresh cess-pools dug. The tanks in and around the place contain foul looking water, being
used for bathing and ablution purposes, and the clothing washed therein is represented to be
generally of the foulest description. The water of the wells is commonly brackish, a few wells
only contain drinkable water. The inhabitants of the town are chiefly Moplahs, who are, as arule,
exceedingly inattentive to personal cleanliness, and likewise ignorant of any of the advantages
pertaining to social and domestic comfort. I believe that the deplorable sanitary state of Ponani
can be remedied only by mcans of a Municipality. If a commission of this kind could be insti-
tuted, and its procecdings supervised by the Civil authoritics (European and Native) of the district,
considerable improvement might be effccted. Indeed any attempt to reclaim the inhabitants of this
large place from their present moral and physical debasement could hardly fail to be 1n some degrece

attended with satisfactory results.”
(True Extract).

(Signed) W.MACKENZIE, u. p,,
Inspr. Genl., Indian Medl. Dept.

mmpatarte.

Referred to the Collector of Malabar, who is requested to report whether there
is any objection to Act X. of 1865, Towns’ Improvement Act, being applied to the
town of Ponani.

(Signed) W. 8. LILLY,

Fort SAINT GEORGE,
Actg. Under Secy. to Govt.

93rd January 1869,
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Department,

e e

No. 208A. From the Magistrate of Malabar, to the Chief Sceretary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George ; dated Calicut, 1st February 1869, No. TA.

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the letter noted,* forwarded to

. me for report as to whether there is any
) g&?ﬂn JJH.’I’,‘}”l%‘"sf?{‘i’“fg1‘53‘?“3031’2“53“5 Tﬁ'e I(}thedr objection to the introduction of Act X. of
Becretury, dated 23rd Jauuary 1869. - . .

i 1865, in Ponani, ]

This step is advocated by the Deputy Inspector General of Ilospitals,
Southern Division, on aceount of the deplorable sanitary condition of the town.

2. I am afraid the condition of the place is not over-colored by the Deputy
Inspector General, Itisin truth, I think, the most unsavoury spot in Malabar ; )Ct
it has long been the head-quarters of a Deputy Collector and Magistrate, as Divi-
sion officer, as well of a Tahsildar and Taluq Sub-Magistrate. One feature the
Deputy Inspector Gencral has not noticed. There are a very great number of
mosquest in the town. Almost overy
one of these has its crowded burial
ground round it, and I conceive this as much as or more than anything else con-
duces to the local unhealthiness. The unhealthiness is notorious. Not only eho-
lara and small-pox often prevailing, but diabetes, elephantiasis, tumours, and gkin
diseases being common.

J. The population of the town proper may be quoted as about 6000. The
value of its annual exports and imports for the last twenty ycars averages about
Rupees 8,57,987, and Ruapoes 1,64,417 respeetively, but the trade is languishing.
The population is almost entirely Mopillah.  The great majority are petty traders,
small bazaarmen, and such like, There arce very few wealthy men, and the houses
and buiidings generally are very poor.

4. Under the Towns® Improvement Act the returns from houses, lands, &c.
would be small.  The Trades tax would not realize much. It would draw thelowest
rates in the schedule from a large number of payers, and would causc extreme 1rTi-
tation and discontent, The Carriage tax would yield niZ, and Cart registration very
t Vide lotter fiom President to Chicf Secretary to Go- ht’tle‘ 'F()“S “'Ould bO (-)chctmnablc to-'l:

vornment, datod btk Jaly 1357, No.79. the recasons I have given clsewherel
Do. do. dated 19t day 1868, No, 64, against thoir introduction in the Coast
Municipalities of Malabar.

The proceeds from all sources might be roughly estimated at Rupces 4000,
or thercabouts, including the Government contribution. Allowing about ono Con-
stable only for every 300 of the population, the cost of the Police would come to
about Rupees 2000, leaving only some Rupees 2000 for sunitary and other improve-
ments.

T Probably 100 or more,

5. Morcover, it would be vain to look for efficient local Commissioners.  Even

were the Act introduced all real action under it would depend on there being o
Luropean, or very exceptional native, officer to work it.

It will be obscrved that most of the evils commented on by the Deputy
Inspector General are of a nature that would bring them under the head of nuisances,
and activity on the part of the resident Native Magistracy would go very far to
remedy them,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
R5th February 1869,

There is no doubt that the population is a difficult one to deal with in such
matters ; but much that has not been might be done if the hands of the Magistracy
are strengthened by having a little money placed at their disposal.

6. If, asan exceptional case, Government are pleased to make an allowance
to assist in remedying some of the worst features of the place, 1 will endeavour to
have more attention paid to sanitary arrangements by the resident Magistracy.

If Government approve, I will submit propositions for the expenditure of
Rapees 5000 or 10,000 on sanitary arrangements.

7. Butunder the circumstances above stated, I would most strongly deprecate
the introduction of the Towns’ Improvement Act on account of its obnoxiousness,
unsuitability to the people, and want of persons to work it properly.

No. 15.
No. 208B. MexoraNDUM.

The undersigned requests that, instead of ‘“ 100" entered against the mosques
in paragraph 2 of the Magistrate’s letter to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated
1st February 1869, No. TA, the following may be substituted : —

“ There are in the town proper twenty-six mosques, and two “ jarams,” (tombs
of holy men,) and twenty-two of the mosques have burial grounds in use.

Cavicur, (Signed) G. A. BALLARD,
9¢h Fedruary 1809. Magistrate of Malalar.
Do the Chicf Sccretary to Qovernment, Fort Saint George.

No. 209. OrpER THEREON, 25th February 1869, No. 253.

The Government resolve to defer the creation of a Municipality in the town of
Ponani until the projected revision of the Act has been accomplished.

9. In the meantime the Magistrate of Malabar will submit a statement of the
most necessary sanitary improvements and their cost. And, in case the Magistrate
desires it, the Zillah Surgeon will visit Ponani and assist that officer with recom-
mendations and advice.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary,

To the Magistrate of Malabar.

,, Inspector General, Indian Medical Department,

Exd, J. Tulloch.
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