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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
13th February 1869.

Read the following papers :—
No. 115.  From the Acting Inspector Greneral of Ordnance and Magazines, to the
Secretary to Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George ; dated
Fort Saint George, 8th January 1869, No. 285.

Ordnance Department,
I have the honor to append, in the margin, for the information of Government,
copy ofea report by

I have the honor to report to you that the coal which was stored in the coal shed near the C .
Royapooram, and which was landed from ¢ Imogen,” in August and September last, 1e ommlssary of

was found yesterday to have become 50 heated, that smoke or vapour was observed by
the guard to be issuing from the roof of the shod. Ordnance, Fort

All the Lasears, who could be spared, were at once sent to the spot by Licuterant Lock- . N
hart, who a.cc;mpauied the two fire engines from the Arsenal, which also proceeded Saint GCOIQG, Of a

to the shed. . 1 N 43
The coal from the ¢ Tmogen’ owing to want of space had been stored at the further end partlal Combubtlon

of the shed, and on account of the greater poriion of it being very small, almost dust c 1 .
it had form’ed into a solid mass, the whole of which had heated. It was, therefore’, OfCOd]’WhICh occur

necessary to make a breac in thdtwall uf the shed in order to get ot the centreof the 1y d |5
mass, and, by digidanss i ventilation and to increasethe surface ¥€ On. the S5th
exposed to the air- o engines wi ept playing on the mass in order to cool 1nstant, in the coal

it, 8 the men were engaged in its partial removal,
When I visited the shed to-day the coal had become much cooler, and all danger of ignition shed near Roya_

was, in my opinion, over:
1t will, however, be necessary to store a considerable portion in the open plain, ag replac.  POOTaIn.

ing it in the shed wonld be merely to cause aunother occurrence of spontaneous heat-
ing. 2. Itrust Go-
vernment will ap-

prove of a portion of the coal being stowed in the open plain ; if so the Police autho-
rities will be requested to make proper arrangements for a guard being placed over

the coal.

——

MEMORANDUM,

The Military Secretary to Government has the honor to request that the In-
spector Greneral of Ordnance and Magazines will, with reference to his letcer,
No. 285, dated 8th instant, be good enough to state where the ¢ open plain” therein
referred to is situated, and whether it is Government property ? also for what time
and what probable cost for watching it is proposed to stow the coal on the open

plain, and the value of the coal.

Fort SAINT GEORGE, (Signed) H. MARSHALL, Major Genl,,
12th January 1869. Secy. to Govt., M. D.
To the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines.

——

No. 1186. From the Acting Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, fo the
Seeretary to Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George; dated
Fort Saint George, 28th January 1869, No. 310.

Ordnance Department.

With reference to Memorandum, dated 12th January 1869, the Acting Inspec-
tor General of Ordnance and Magazines has the honor to state that the open ground
alluded to inshe report from this office, No. 285, dated 8th January 1869, is that
lying between the coal godown and a public latrine, and information has been
obtained from the President, Municipal Commission, that it is the property of Go-
vernment. ‘

9. The Commissary of Ordnance, Fort Saint George, has arranged that the
Lascar Guard on duty at the coal godown should also watch over the coal stored
on the plain, and thus no additional expense will beincurred. The sanction of Go-
vernment is, therefore, required for the usc of the ground in question. ‘



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
13th February 1869.
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"Transferred, with No. 285 of 1869, to the Public Department for disposal.

Forr SaiNt GEORGE, (Signed) H. MARSHALL, Major Genl,,
4th Februory 1869. - Secy. to Govt., M. D.
No. 117. ORDER THEREON, 13th Fe_gruary 1869, No. 199.

The Glovernment approve of the arrangement proposed for guarding and remov-
ing to the epen plain in the vicinity of the coal shed near Royapooram, a portion
of the coal there stored.

(True Extract),

6“"—6‘ecretary.

To the Acting Inspector Greneral of Ordnance and Magazines.
.,  Collector of the Madras District.
y»  Military Department.

Exd.J, Wright,
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