


Proceéding,v of the Madras Government, Public Department,
30¢h ‘December. 1869

- No, 138-A. Read the. followmg translatlon of a letter from His Excellency the
Governor of the French Establishments in Indla, to His E}xcellency the
Right, Honourable the Governor of Madras, dated Pondicherry, 2~Lth
December 1869.

"M. Fleuriais, Lieutenant of the Imperial Navy, has been. commjssioned- by our
Government to verify the position of the meridians of several points in different
parts of the world regar dmfr which some doubt appears to exist. For this purposes
M. Fleuriais has wslted Amenca and Saigon, and he is at present occupled with the
meridian of Pondlcherry, in’ regald to which there appears to him to be an error of

from two to three miles, :

2. To.correct lus own astronomical observations he wishes to obtain.those of
the Madras Observatory on the meridian of this town. An agreement between the
number obtamed sepamtely at Madras on the one hand, and at Pondicherry on the
other, will, m his opinion, amount to a mathematical guarantec of correctness. The
only means of ascertaining this agreement 1s to determme the dlﬁerence of time
between these two points by telegraph :

3. 1 have, therefore, o request that your Excellency will be so good as to direct
the Government Astronomer at Madras to communicate with M. Fleuriais, and toallow -
the free usa of the telegraph for one hour of a day to be named he1eafte1 for the
exchange of communications. M. Fleuriais’ wishes on the subject are—

¢ The fre¢ use of the line of telegraph from Madras to Pondmherry for any one

_day in January from 81 to 9L p. 1,
“ The day to be fixed either by Mr. Pogson or myself Either the one or the

other ought to take upon himself the management of the line during the course of
the day fixed.

“ As regards the day, it will probably be one of those of the first fortnight of
January (Saturday and Sunday excepted).

“ In each of the offices there should be an Officer of the Telegraph Department
in attendance to assist in the transmission of any questions or answers.

¢ If there are any intermediate Telegraph stations, they should be warned so as

not to interfere with direct communication. (This occurred ina similar operation
between Valparaiso and Santiago).”

4. If there are any charges for the use of the telegraph, I beg you will be
pleased to inform me, so that they may be provided for:

No. 138-B.. ORDER THEREON, 30162 December 1869, No. 1765:

Ordered that a translation of the foregoing letter be furnished to the Govern-
ment Astronomer and to the Superintendent of Telegraphs, Madras Division, with the
request that they will place themselves at once in communication with M. 1‘ leuriais,
and render that Officer every assistance in determining the meridian of Pondicherry.

(True Extract.)
' J. I. MINCHIN,
: _ Acting Chief Secretary.
To the Government Astronomer, /

5  Superintendent of Government Telegraphs, Ma.dras DlVlElOIl.
_ Ex(l J. Wright, :
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