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Proceeding& of the Madras G’overnment’, Public Depariment,
10{4 December 1869.

No. 43. . Read the following letter from the Acting Inspector-General of Ordnance
and Magazines, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated Fort Saint George, 1st December 1869, No. 266-G.

" Ordnance Depagtment.j

I have the honour, herewith, to forward, for submission to Government, a copy
% Lettor, dated 19th November 1860, ©Of @ report¥ from the Superintendent of the Stationery
- No. 450. Department, affording the information called for in
paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 of its Order, No. 1467, dated 27th October 1869.

2. Considering the extensive operations of the Stationery Office, the explanation
afforded appears to me to be very full and satisfactory, and I trust it may be thus
viewed by Government. :

3. With regard to the 5th paragraph of the Order of Government above
referred to, I beg to state that I concur with the Superintendent of Stationery in
considering that a casemato, if such was available, would not, from the want of
ventilation, and the chances of damp, be such a good place for the storeage of the
stationery, for which there is no cover, as where it now is in the Arsenal yards,
protected with tarpaulins,

4. Irequestthat an expression of the wishes of Government as solicited by the

Superintenden_t of Stationery in the 5th paragraph of his report may be given, as to

whether he is required to open his Business books, and expose the financial operations
of his Department, to the scrutiny of Mr. Greenfield, or whoever may be deputed

like him, to take stock of the Stationery Office.

5. The accounts of the Stationery Department pass through, and are checked

“n this office, and I do not'suppo‘se 1t can be the intention of Government that,

seyond having aceess to the Ledgers showing the receipts, issues, and remains of
stock, any further scrutiny of the Stationery Office books should be entered into by
the Examiner of Stock, or be permitted.

From the Superintendent of Stationery, Fort Saint George, to the Inspector-General of Ordnance
and Magazines, Fort Saint George, dated Fort Saint George, 19th November 1869, No. 459,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 4102, of the Gth ingtant,
forwarding for my observations Proceedings of Madras Government, No. 1467, of the 27th ultimo.

2. With reference to the 1st paragraph of this Order, I beg to attach explanation of t_I__xlcicaru'sew
of deficiency and surplus. Tl

5 ﬁ 8. With regard to the 2nd paragfﬁph, I beg to observe that the Order of Governmcht, No. 1483,
0

he 27th November 1867, was promptly obeyed by this Department, and an offer of the Royal-.

- paper was duly made to the Governments of Bengal and Bombay. Five hundred reams were issued |

to the former, but the latter declined to receive any. Inquiries were also made for its disposal in
the local market, and it was fully ascertained that there was no demand, and that ifit was forced
into the market, a heavy loss would be sustained. * It was consequently considered expedicnt to
keep the remains for the pro#@nt in case of any public demand arising, and not to indent on England
for any more of it till there was an immediate prospeet of the stock being exhausted. A demand

- for the public service has since arisen for it, and I have received estimates for 1000 reams for
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the Registrar-General of Assurances for the ensuing two years. There is, therefore, every probabilit'y
of the course which I have adopted being cconomical and beneficial to Government, and I trust it

may be approved of.

4. The 3rd paragraph of the order refers to certain Prayer Books which Mr. T. E. Greenfield
reports to be in a very bad state. I beg to differ in opinion from Mrl Greenfield. The books are
in excellent order, with the exception of the outside of theil covers being sticky and apt to adhere
to any substance with which they may be brought in contact. Nosimilar supply was ever received
from dEngland, these being first sanctioned by Government in August 1864, and there being an
ample supply, 1 do not anticipate having to indent for more for some years. The packets containing
these Prayer Books were carcfully examined on receipt as i3 every article received on the books of
this Department.  If this course was not invariably and rigidly adhered to, it would be impossible
in a Department which reccives such an enormous quantity of goods in bulk, apd issues them in detail,
to show such a satisfactory balance after a strict scrutiny at the close of a year’s transactions. I
am asked whether the Prayer Books were separated from each other so as to prevent their sustaining
any injury. Such scparation was necessary in counting them at first, and at subsequent periods,
but it is only within the last year that a chemical action has cperated on the varnish of the covers

which has caused them to become sticky. This is frequently observed with many other ‘articles of 2~

similar nature after being kept for some years in a tropical climate. No complaint, however, has
been made regarding any of the Prayer Books issued, and I have reason to believe that the varnish
of the covers hardens again on being exposed [to constant open air and use. Every possible caro
will be taken with these books ; but it is impossible to keep the covers in every part from touching

something, and if the books were left continually outside of any press and open they would soon

become injured by the climate.

5. With regard to the 4th paragraph of the order, T would respectfully solicit an expression
of the wishes of Government as to whether I am bound to open all my business books and €XpOso
the finaneial operations of the Department under my charge to the criticism, favourable or unfavour-
able, of Mr. T. E. Greenfield. Hitherto every information on every subject has been fully given to
him, although I consider that his duty was simply to see whether or not the actual stock in hand
corresponded or not with the remains after my accounts had been duly submitted to official audit.
Should Government wish it, I can have no parsonal objection to the operations of the Department
being in every way scrutinized by Mr. T. E. Greenficld or any one else ; but at the same time, I
beg to observe that eonsiderable valuable time may thus be lost, and hasty conclusions be come to
Ly one who has not had an opportunity thoroughly to study the subjcct.

6. With regard to the 5th paragraph of the order, I beg to observe that T am not aware of

any casemate in the Fort, which could be made available for storing paper, and in fact, gs far as

the preservation of the stationery itself is concerned, it is less likely to be injured in the open

yard of the Arscnal, where it now is, than in a casemate where there would be certainly more or
less dampness, and Iitth or no circulation of air. The principal objection, in my humble 6pinion;
- to:the manner in whick a partion of the paper now stored prior to issuc is not the risk it runs from
damage of the weather so much as the cost which is neeessaily incurred in providing serviceable
tarpaulins to proteet it from rain and sun. Stowage space under the Arsenal roof is not now
available for the whole Stationery stock, because that stock, with the responsibilities attached to it,
has inereased twentyfold sinec the stationery was appended to the Arsenal.

—

No. 44, Orper THEREON, 10th December 1869, No. 1690.

The Government consider the explanation furnished bj* the Superintendent of

Stzftionery in his letter to the Inspector-General of Ordnance and Magazines to be
sahsfactory. '

-
’

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
10¢h December 1869.

2. With reference to paragraph 5 of the letter above recorded, the Government
observe that the suggestions made by Mr. Greenfield arose naturally from the taking

of stock.
: (True Extract.)

Clief Seerelury.

To the Acting Inspector-General of Ordnance and Magazines.

Exd. J. Wright.
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