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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pullic Department,
5th February 1869.

—————

No. 56. Read the following letter from the Collector of Salem, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Salem, 14th January
1869, No. 2.

I have the honor to submit, for the orders of Governmeit, the copy of a corres-
pondence that has passed between myself and the Postmaster General relative to the
removal of the Post Office from Salem to Sooramungalum.

9. The Government lately sanctioned the construction of a building for the
Post Office at Salem, and directed the Department of Public Works to carry out the
work. The Superintending Engineer proposed, I am not aware upon what grounds,
the construction of the building at the Railway Station at Sooramungalum, which is
31 miles from the town of Salem, instead of in the town; and to this proposal the
Postmaster General appears to have given his consent without any further refcrence
to any one. '

3. On the matter coming to my knowledge by an application from the Super-
intending Engineer to point out a site for erecting the building at Sooramungalum,
I addressed a letter to the Postmaster General, No. 17, in which it will be seen I
fully explained the inconvenience, and danger, which might ensue by the removal of
the Post Office from the Head Station of the District to an insignificant village,
residgd in wholly by the Railway officials, with the single exception of the Superin-
tending Engineer, who is never here for more than two or three months together.
1 also consulted on the matter with the Division Postmaster, (Mr. Hodges,) who in-
formed me that he also had objected to the new proposition. The Postmaster General
you will see from his reply, No. 2809-140, adheres to the arrangement suggested by
the Superintending Engineer adopted by him.

4. Tcannotreally preceive theadvantage to be gained by the transfer of the
Post Office to Suramungalum, while the inconvenience, and danger arising from
such a step cannot be little, as explained in my letter to the Postmaster General.
There is a Post Office already at Sooramungalum, and I see no reason %vhy the letters,
addressed to the residents of Sooramungalum, or Yercaud, should be sent to Salem.

From the Cqllector of Salem, to the Postmaster General, Madras ; dated Salem, 20th November
1868, No. 17.
I am this day in receipt of a letter* from the Superintending Engineer, enclosing a copy of
# Extract of which letter I herewith forward, paragraph 3, your Letter fna,rginally. noted, in which Jou
No. 8366D.+1400., dated 11th November 1868. approve of his suggestion that the new Post
o Office for Salem, and its suburbs, should be built
at Sooramungalum Railway Station.

9. As the receipt of this correspondence is the first intimation which I have had of any pro- .
posal on the subject, I have had no opportunity of acquainting you with my views in the matter
previous to your forming the opinion expressed in your letter above alluded to, and have, therefore,
the honor to request that you will be good enough to reconsider that opinion with reference to the
following objections which occur to me :— .

3. The amount of correspondence daily despatched from Salem and its suburbs, not only
from.G(;vernment Offices, but from the Mercantile Community and general public, incomparably
exceeds that sent from Sooramungalum, as a natural consequence of the former being the cusbah
of the district, whereas the latter hardly deserves the name of a village, having merely sprung
into existence from the erection of a Railway Station in its vicinity, and consists almost solely of

the residents of Railway officials.
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4. Amongst this mass of correspondence, there s, of
enclosures, both in the shape of public records’ and mc’n;)
gf 1which }:\:'ould undoubtedly be materially affec,tcd were :

alem, w i .

Postal’ Est;i};i:}f;}itm:zljvi the entex:tamment of a far inferior, and consequently less r i
5. It appears to me th:t;S . Slc{mtl.n y the despa?ch would be subjected in the first | esponsible,

. ! a Receiving House is all that can possibly b first instance.
~ galum ; an(.i, md.ependently of the serious risks alluded to in the fo J be required at Sooramun-
cusbah station thh?ut a Post Office is a circumstance quite unpree gegoxng p&l‘i?.gra.ph, and that a
the general convenience and interests of all classes of the publice ented, I think it but fair that
s.ented at one place than the other, should be better consulted tha,;l . m}“ch more widely repre-
t‘xon of‘ such.an arra.ngcment as that proposed. The latter part of‘:}(:u d appear from the adop-
Superintending Engineer’s letter alluded to what I take it is either th ef oiosed extract of the
themselves, or that of the tappal people ; viz., by either the former h e ' ault o'f t%xe correspondentg
ters, or the latter not having attended to the directions. aving misdirected  their let-

c:urse, 9.. very large amount of valuable
i ransmissions, the safety of the transit
ere to be merely a Receiving House at
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From the Postmaster General, Madras, to the C
al, as, ollector of S . :
1568, No. 2809-140. : #lem ; dated Gochin, 11th December
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter

to inform you that I have given careful consideration to your obj
the Salem Post Office at the Railway Station. !

N-o. 17, of the 20th ultimo, and
ections to the proposed location of

2. I am still, however, of opinion that this arr
’ angement wi
public convenience. will, on the whole, be the best for the

3. If there were any doubt whatever regarding the security of the correspondence of th
e 0 e

town of Salem under the propcsed arrangement, I sh :

. ey , , ould certainl x

might be said in its favor. But I see no ground for any such doub{ m’ifh:psfl())::b(:nl%’ wth gti;iver
) 08 ces

and Receiving ouses, attached to the Madras Post Offices, have, for many years i :

vered correspondence larger and more important than that of Salem Withy erf; rteCelve(% and deli-
1 may add that, when the Chamber of Commerce lately protested against fhe ; '_Securfl‘ty. . A.nd
the new Madras Post Office at the Railway Station on precisely the same grouneqs;gn o Il;mldmg
object to a similar measure at Salem, the Government overruled their brotest on thOrl which you
the Receiving llouse,which was to be opened on the beach, would afford ample faciliti e ggound t‘hat
for the correspondence of the Mercantile Community of Madras. ¢8, and security,

N "
From the Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, to the C
° ’ y U oll ctor .
December 1868, No. 150, ector of Salem ; dated Cuddalore, 22nd

I have the honor to request you will favor me wi
¢ with a reply to my letter of 18
ave | . th N
1868, No. 137, about the site for the new Salem Post Office, as the Military Authoritie; haovemb'(zr
Ve Writ-

ten to me about the disposal of the Rest House, tl
. , the compound i
gite for a Post Office. P of which appears to me to be a good
.

From the Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, to the Collector of

November 1868, No. 137. Salem ; dated Salem, 18th

I suggested to the Postmaster General not long ago, that the Post Office Iat ly g
should be built, not in the town of Salem, but near the Railway Station at S s etioned.
will obscrve from his reply, (a copy of which I forward, ) that he approves éfox(;nvlmu“gah.lm' You
before the work is commenced, it will be nccessary to take into consideration ) SUgﬁ?StIQD. e
may be made, and ascertain whether a suitable piece of ground is to be had. w ahiections that

2. Asregards the latter, it appears to me that the compound of the Rest House will b
3 V1 e a

very convenient site. I have written to inquire wh
whether the Rest H i
ouse 18 now made use of
of, and

whether the huilding, and the compound in which it
sta .
purposes. ~ nds, could not be made available for other

e e P T e e S
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3. A possible objection to the Principal Post Office being near the Railway Station is that
Salem is a much larger place than Sooramungalum, The inhabitants of Salem will, however, have
the same facilities of receiving and posting letters as before, and as all letters now come by rail,
if taken to an office close to the station, they will not be taken out of the way, whether intended
for the town of Salem, Asthemputty, Yerkaud, or Sooramungalum. Whereas, if the office is at
Salem, letters for the suburbs of Salem are.taken out of their way, and the Railway officials have
frequently complained of their letters being taken to Salem, and then sent back to Sooramungalum

with additional postage.

———

From the Postmaster General, Madras, to the Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, Salem ; dated
Madras, 11th November 1868, No. 3366D-140C.

In reply to your letter, No. 128, of the 14th instant, I have the honor to inform you that X
approve of your suggestion that the Principal Post Office for Salem, and its suburbs, shall be built
at the Railway Station at Sooramungalum, and I request that (provided the site you mention is
ample in extent and unobjectionable in other respects) you will build the Post Office lately sanc-
tioned at the latter place.

No. 57. ORrDER THEREON, 5th February 1869, No. 167.

It appears from the foregoing correspondence that the Postmaster General and
the Superintending Engineer of the 5th Division recommend that the new Post
Office sanctioned for Salem should be built, not in the town itself, but at the Rail-
way Station at Sooramungalum, about three and a half miles distant from the town.
The Collector objects to this proposal, and points out that Sooramungalum is a
place of no importance ; that the great bulk of the postal business is with Salem ;
and that it is unprecedented to leave the Head Station of a District without a Post
Office.

9. His Excellency in Council observes that the only argument in favor of
placing the Post Office at Sooramungalum appears to be that letters for the Railway
employdés, the Officers of the Department Public Works, and Yercaud, are sometimes
carried out of the way to Salem, an inconvenience which might be easily obviated
if the letters are properly addressed, and the separate packets received and distri-
buted by a Receiving Office at Sooramungalum. The Government have no hesitation
in deciding that the proper place for the new Post Office is Salem ; but they will be
prepared to sanction the construction of a Receiving Office at the Railway Station.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Collector of Salem. .
Postmaster General.
Public Works Department.

"

b

Exd. J, Wright,
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