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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
20tk November 1869.

s ~

Read again letters from the Government Astronomer, dated 13th September and 1s¢
October 1869, and recorded in Proceedings, dated 24th September and
6th October 1889, respectively, Nos, 1332 and 1387.

‘Read also the following papers :—

No. 126.  From the Assistant Superintendent of Government Telegraphs in
chs'uge of Madras Division, to the Acting Secretary to Government, Fort
Saint George, dated Pondicherry, 9th October 1869, No. 1726.

In acknowledging receipt of Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public
Department, Nos. 139 and 140, dated 24th ultimo, I have the honour to state ,that the
present Telegraph line from the Fort to the Observatory is in working order, but the
course of the line is very faulty, and the supports being wooden ones the l’ine does
not present as ornamental an appearance as a town line should do.

2. I would recommend the construction of an entfrely new line with wrought-
iron posts and insulators. This could be done at a cost of about Rupees 2000, and
when once put up such a line would last for years without any extra expense. ,

3. An underground cable would, I am of opinion, be the most effective for firing
the gun at the Fort, because it would be less liable to atmospheric influence, whereas
the gun could not be fired through an air line during a thupder-storm. The cost of
ZuCh a cable would be Rupees 600 per mile, or shout Rupees 2400 fQ‘r’t‘he whole

istance.

Y

No. 127. From the Assistant Superintendent of Government Telegraphs in charge
of Madras Division, to the Acting Secretary to Government, Fort Saint

George, dated Madras, 19th October 1869, No. 1794.
With reference to the Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depart-
ment, Nos. 29 and 30, dated 6th current, I have the honour to state that an insulated
line from the Madras Telegraph Office to the Observatory #ia the Fort \.vould cost

nearly as follows :— . .
RS,

New line from Telegraph Office to the Fort to meet the Observa-

- tory line, distance 1} miles.. ... ... ... .. ... . . L 625
A second wire and insulators from the Fort to the Observatory ... 500
Total... 1125

—

2. 1 quite agree with Mr. Pogson that it is very desirable to have telegraplic
communication between this Office and the Observatory, and it is of course a great
advantage to be able to fire the Fort Gun by electricity from the Observatory ; but
I would respectfully suggest that the cost of the Telegraph line constructed for these
purposes should be borne by the local Government, and not by this Department, as

in case of the present Observatory line.

No. 128, Orper THEREON, 20th November 1869, No. 1586.

The Governor in Council must defer, for the present, sanctioning any cxpen-
diture for carrying out the scheme proposed by the Government Astronomer of
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improved time signals at Madras, and for placing the Observatory in immediate
telegraphic communication with the Telegraph Office.

(True Extradt.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Government Astronomer.
, Superintendent of Government Telegraphs, Madras Division.
»  Military Department.

Exd, J. Wright.
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