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r. Proc‘eedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
15th Nocember 1869.

No. 93. Read the following letter from the Inspector-General of the Indian
Medical Department, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated Fort Saint George, 11th October 1869, No. 373.

I have the honour to forward, herewith, Mr. Assistant Surgeon Brockman’s
, report on the working of the Cholera Hospital established in Dobbin's Hall, Vepery.
2. The building, as has already been noticed in letter, No. 364, of the 28th
. September 1869, is not well adapted for the~pirpose of a’Chelera: Hospital, and
. Mr. Brockman points out in his report its many inconveniences. There ¢an be
no doubt that airy sheds, temporarily constructed for the purpose, are beitar édépféd_
for the reception and treatment for cholera cases, than any house or building of a
permanent nature can be, and in the event of future epidemics occurring, it will be
well to have such sheds put up in localities where the epidemic is prevailing, - "gi’
3. Solong as the epidemic was severein the neighbourhood of Vepery, there
was no lack of admissions at Dobbin’s Hall, but wheén it began to invade Washer-
man's Pettah and Black Town, it was found that the distance of the Cholera Hospital
from the infected localities, prevented it being of much use to’ people in the more
thickly-populated parts of the town. The patients from the latter localities were
taken either to the contagious wards.gf the General Hospital, or to the Native
Infirmary in Black Town. A L .
. From the 17th July until the 3rd of September, seventy-six cases were brought
;in for treatmer.’,and from that date until the 19th September only one case, total -
sevailty SVEI EaRts, of-those-smettyizaven pagossixiy fine-sccrapaniod.ax L olelets,”
and twelveas * choleraiv diarrhcea; ” of the former thirty-three died, and thirty-twp
recovered, and of the twelve choleraic diarrheea cases, all recoverdd.  The deaths
to treated of the cases returned as * cholera” were in the proportion of 50-7 per
cent. ; on all the admissions including cholera and choleraic diarrheea, the percentage
of mortality was 42'8 ; considering that a very large proportion of the admissions
~ consisted of persons in whom the disease had advanced to the stage of collapse, the
" results are rather more favourable than might have been expected.

4. Mr. Brockman speaks approvingly of the use’ of carbolic acid in a mixture
combined with sulphuric acid and gin, and thinks that by the use of these remedies,
aided by application of warmth to the surface of the body, and dry cupping over the
loins and along the spine, and careful feeding and nursing, many of his patients were
rescued. In this opinion I am disposed to concur, though as yet it would be
premature to conclude that any actual advance has been made in the precision of our
knowledge as to the means of cure inicholera. A remedy wl}ich has been much
vaunted of late, the injection of ammonia beneath the skin, in Mr. Brockman’s hands
was productive of more harm than good. From its powerfully caustic action, as
might have a pripri been expected, much harm resulted to the parts of the body
injected. It is evident from the experience here gained that the:#trong liquid
ammonia should never be used hypodermically, without being previpusly diluted.
Mr. Brockman’s remedial measures appear on the whole to have been judiciously
employed, and he has recorded in a tabular form the plan of treatment adopted in
cach individual case. Hereafter the ¢ Cholera Registers” devised by the Army
Sanitary Commission, and ordered to be adopted in our Hospitals, will give all
needful particulars in regard to the symptoms and freatment of the malady.
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3. Mr. Broockman brings to favourable notice the conduct ' of Avizlcs for

Apothecary Bowie, of the 35t} Regiment N. 1., who had volunteef‘cd his se}“ns Were
duty in the Flying Cholera Hospital Establishment. Mr. Bowic's excrtio

ring
S . . ronths, du

*  untiring and continuous for nearly two n

* Pacaed Bospl. Apprentice P. R. Stulz. g co y

. . . te ioht and day.
Third-claas Hospl. Asst. N. Rama- Whitch ime he Lived in the Hospital, nigh
sawmy, No, 903

Jinates® who Were
Third-olass Hosp', Asst. M. F. Mannia. Lhe conduct of the other subordinates
perumal, No. 876.

- .s
. . det 1 1os ital 1
'fhg“-%’gga Hoepl. Asst. 5. Thomas OTdered from time to time to assist in the P
SNO, .

also favourably noticed. 1ingness
“The hospital servants gave every satisfaction, and worked Wifh a \.wl lzg lost
seldom witnessed. Ope of the female toties was stricken by the epidemic, 8

o . . on St
her }1{0 in the dlscharge of her duty; no other casualty, however, occurred among
the establishment,

) liolera

6. I take this opportunity of submitting the details of the costt of ﬂ;efg):n 0y

Bill with vouchers, -HOSpital. The servants were 1ed to expec 1\01era
RB. A. P,

: C
subject of
% Total amount... ... .. 1438 7 7 former report} to Government on the subj inary
Passed by the Examiner,
forth

. .. le their ord

Medical Aocounts ...." 791 10 5 HO8pitals that they would receive doub

Kot amount due to the 1
hich

the

: caued
Contractor... ... .. 6a112 g Wages, and no doubt the cxpectation has

Publio Department, Mr. Brockmah testifies. I beg to recommend that

] . A 2} ,Sum
double wages as entered in the statement may be sanctioned. The .largi ho
entered for clothing i4 not all waste. A considerable portion of the clothing
for use on future occasions.

) dical
" 7. No arrangement has as yet been come to regarding the pay o]f Nz[ai has
Officer and subordinates attached to special Cholera Hospitals. Mr. Brockm

. . itals’
conducted the duties in addition to his own work of superintending Lock. H(;‘:lpinar)’-
but no pay has been drawn either by him or the Apothecary beyond their :’n i
pllowances. I have the honour to recommend that gratuities, as per mar°1c,k .

be disbursed on account of the services of Mr. Bfo ’

o i i spccxal case

N isgg and Assistant Apothecary Bowic as a 1 tho
S leaving the decision of Government as regar

Mr. Brookman... ... .
Mr. Bowie..,

\ spitals
salary to be attached hereafter to the office of Superintendent of Cholera Hospitai=

to take effect on future occaslions,

No. 94, OrpER THEREON, 16th November 1869, No. 1559.

. . rt-
With the foregoing letter the Inspector-General of the Indian Medical gﬁg; ra
ment submits Assistant Surgeon Brockman’s report on the working of the

t
Hospital established at Dobbin’s Hall, Vepery, during the months of July, Augusts
and September 1869,

: . are

2. The number of cases treated wag seventy-seven ; of theso sixty .ﬁvleirt)"
reported to have been cholera, and twelve choleraic diarrheea; of the former, th
three died, and thirty-two recovered; of the latter all recovered.

im
3. Mr. Brockman describes the several methods of treatment adop_ted by dhiln ;
and the result of each ; the most effective mode being the use of -car'b()hcfamternal
mixture combined with sulphuric acid and gin, aided by the application of ex

Vs
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——

remedies. Dry cupping he regards as a most valuable ausiliary in the treatment
of cholera cases.

4. The Governor in Council notices with pleasure the very favourable tex:ms
in which Mr. Brockman mentions the services rendered by the ‘several nxedlfal
subordinates, especially by Assistant Apothecary Bowie, at the Hospital; also, b- iue

loyed. .
Serva;l.té ;I;ezznz?lzra{ion of the peculiarly trying nature of their duties in ccanexion
with the Cholera Hospital, and on the recommendation of the Inspector-Ge.neralf,'
the Governor in Council is pleased to greu?t to Mr. Brockman a gratuity o
Rupees 300, and to Assistant Apothecary Bowie, Rupees 150. L | -

6. The Governor in Council sanctions, also, the cost of the Chc\ler;. dost;?xtzl,
as pex: bill submitted, amounting to Rupees 107(‘1-14-1. A great portion of the
clothing therein entered, it is observed, will be available for use on future occasions.

7. The Aécountant-General Will., 1t is hoped, be able to arrange for the
payment of the sums now sanctioned ; in all, Rupees 1526-14-1.

(True Extract.)

rner dSecrecar , .

-

. ] :
r -General of the Indian Medical Department,

Fo tho Tnspector with enclosures returned.
Sanitary Commissioner.

Accountant-General.

Examiner of Medical Accounts,

”
7

1

Exd. J. Wright.
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