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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Publio Department,
20ik October 1869,

No. 123.  Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of
' India, Home Department, (Public,) to the Chief Seeretary to Govornm ent,
Fort Saint Gleorge, dated Simla, 22nd July 1869, No, 3407,

The question of the registration of births, deaths, and marriages among Euro-

- peans in India, has recently been under the consideration of the Government, As
- regards marriages, sufficient provision appears to have been made by Act V. of 1865,
- the Circular Orders passed under it on the 5th April and 21st July of that yoar.
Some arrangements have also been made, though not under any law, for the regis-
tration of burials, at least of interments iy regular burial-grounds.  Even as regards
burials at isolated places, and in unconscerated ground, an attempt has heen made to

provide for their registration, in the Orders contained in the Circular of the 20th
July 1867, '

2. But the point on which existing arrangements are most imperfect. is the

- registration of births. Although this matter is not wholly neglected, and attempts
are now being' made to institute g general system of registration of all births
throughout Indja, yeb this last system is at present in its infancy, the results hitherto
obtained are imperfect and incomplete, and it will be long before they can be made

- fully trustworthy. . Better arrangements are no-doubt in force for the registration
of the baptism of all children whose parents belong to the Church of England, the
Church of Scotland, or the Church of Rome, But there is no provision for this -
work gtggngMQAI‘;gisgigggﬁ_pv{_mpfg}lg{__éevgqminations, and it is accordingly very imper-
footly dono, et e sabassinet b (o

3. On the whole, the present arrangements fo’rl the registration of births and
- deaths are not as satisfactory as could be desired, considering the importance of the
objects to be attained. The registry of baptism and burial is not a't«'ru‘stworthy :
o record of the actual number of births and deaths ; moreover it is preferable, for legal
 and administrative purposes, to register natural, rather than what mdy be called

- ceclesiastical events. Births and. deaths should, therefore, be registered, and not
. baptisms and burials. = It has been said above that the subject is one of importance,

- References are now often made to the Secretary of State and to the Governments in
| India for conclusive proof of age, of marriages or of de&tlm,;m which questions of
- much interest to individuals depend, involving frequently rights to property of
* considerable extent. In an economical point of view, moreover, it is very desirable
to have accurate statistics of European life in India; there scoms accordingly good
- roason to justify the enactment of a law for the registration of European births and -

marriages hased on principles similar to those enforced in England. | L

4, But while cc:riaidéring that it would be altogether insufficient to _regiﬂat@; by
- legislation the registration of baptisms and burials, the Governor-General in Couneil
i not sure that the Chaplain may not ordinarily be the best person to register Lirths
~and deaths,  Ile is always an European, and generally has sufficient leisure for the

“duty. - He has already some experionce of keeping o register, and would, it g

" believed, be usually willing to undertake additional dutios, not inconsistent with his

ecclesiastical funetions, for a small fee in nddition to his salary. ‘

kY

| Tocal Governments to declare any district, or part of a district, to be a circumn-

v 6. The pr'oposad measure might take the form of an enactment permitting the
& scription for the purpose of the registration of European births and deaths, Ttshould

b
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contain a provision for the appointment of Registmfs, who m‘z’gﬁ’tr‘ be th

for the time being, and it should make it the duty, under penalties
A 4 ’ ‘ f)

~sll’og1d be subject to penalties for irregular. registration.
zmghif bo} that of the English Registration Acts in g v-simpliﬁed form, -
6. Tam accordingly desired to request that Hig I

Oox{ncil will take the subject into hig
India with hig opinion, with gg little delay ag possible,

No. T;,i Orbprr THEREON, 20th Octobey 1869, ‘N‘o. 1481.
g 1th reference to the foregoing letter, the G‘rovernment‘ol‘)Sei*\‘r‘ev that, as ’r‘égaidé‘
. Ser Py - L X

{ No,IX, olfl' 18]67 » (Sections 218 to 224 inciusive,) for ther

-} among all clagseg of the community, ineludi e 1. ; "
) , Y, ncludine | ans ; and that v o ‘

Places in the Mofussil, it ig not im pro,bable thatga _Siﬁ?lpe‘ans ; and that, " xespect to

{; the Presidency Town of Madras, provision has alread

b he‘;“Go‘-ve’rn‘menty,are,‘

{ tion seems necessary for the purpose of regulating th,

3. 'Ihe following letter will he addressed to the Gb?ernme’mt' of 'Iﬁ’d; S
(Here enter dateq 20th Qctober 1869, No. 1482.) T

(Truc Extract,)

ulating the ragistration. of births and =

e Chaplaing
y, un of every person
onin -twhoserhouse, or in whose

The machinery of the. Acf:g ,v,.j_',.;g

‘ : uxeellency the Governor in
consideration, and favour ithe Government. of

eady zo‘een‘:made in ( Ma‘dras)"Aét‘-
egistration of births ang deaths

Mg Premdeney 18 concerﬁed,i-nd:special-legis?a—» .

o

ER C’fmy" ﬁ'earafarg).' | ‘

To the Legislative Dapartment, for information,

Exd, J. Wright,

Pusric DeparTMENT.

No. 1482,
Frou
Tre How. R, 8. ELLIS, C.B.,
Oldef Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,
To

Tne SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT oOF INDIA,
' Houme DeparTMENT.

SIR, , ~ , -

Lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date the 22nd
July last, No. 3407, requesting the opinion of this Government on the question of
the registration of births and deaths among Kuropeans in India. '

2. Inreply, Tam to intimate that, as regards the Presidency Town of Madras,
provision has already been made i (Madras) Act No. IX. of 1867, (Sections 218 to
224 inclusive,) for the registration of births and deaths among all classes of the |
community, including Europeans ; and that, in respect to places in the Mofussil, it
is not improbable that a similar provision will be introduced into a Bill which will
shortly be laid before the local Legislature having for its object the amendment of
the Towns’ Improvement Act-X.0f1865. The Madras Government are, therefore,
of opinion that, so far as this Presidency is concerned, no special legislation seems
necessary for the purpose of vegulating the registration of births and deaths among

Europeans. , i e o mE
' 3. With reference to the proposal contained in paragraph 4 of your leter under
acknowledgment relative to the appointment of Chaplains to the office of Registrar
of births and deaths, I am to observe that in this Presidency as there are many places
in the Mofussil where Europeans reside, at which there are no resident Chaplains,
a more feasible arrangement in this respect will be, to require the President of the
Municipal Commission of each station to furnish the Government with annual returns

of births and deaths. ,
I have the honour to be,

Forr Samvr Grorag, Rir, |
R9th October 1869, Your most obedient servant,

Chief Secretary.

Exd. J. Wright,
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