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,,,,,, Mo L
Tma SECRETARY O TH.E OOUNC‘IL OF THE ; GOVERNOR
i GENERAL FOR MAKING LAWS awp RF(}ULATIO‘JS |
Carourrs,
S, ‘
Your letter, dated the 23rd February ]ast No. 35, together with the B111 to

. legalize Marrxages between certain Natives of India not
'I’ha Hon, the J“udges ofeha High Ounrt

;,z:e Hon. kg:lﬁg;oca@ ‘Geneml. ! professmg the Christian Rehgfon,” havmg.been refextr
w8 ﬁmz e (red to the gentlemen named in the margin, for any.
0 B, 8. Thomes. = 0 ik observatwns they might desire to offer, I am now .
%f,%""lﬁf%u{’;w'f{f’“ ~+ directed to transmit to you the rephes received, e
T Molhommi Tt 2 'The gentlemen referred to, with the exception
| X gﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁ“ﬁ&?ﬁmw o of Measrs Ballard and Morris, who do not allude to the

; . Schedule of prohlblted degrees, and Mr., Thomas, who
, found no obJechon rmsed to 1t are unammous in consldarmg thaﬁ the S@hedule should.
“be. mm ' '

.3, The J udges of the ngh Court Mr Ballard and the Rev.

*

| 'Dr. Caldwell
, consuder the Billa dsasuable one. Two of the J udges would modxfy Sectlon 3 of th
Bill as follow_{ Bl . : ’

4 If any perﬂon who sha.ll ha.ve been marmed under thxs Acf: shall durmg the
-~ lifetime of his c or her wife or husband eontract any mamaga mthout havmg been‘:i;,‘
-:»‘Iawfully ??dx ‘rced fram such Wlf'e‘k h : ,




Timits of prohxbxtxon. No marriages are mote ‘common here than those between
s man and his mother’s brother’s, or mother’s sister’s daughter. Such m‘arrxages
are perhﬂps among the most approved among the Soodras. The same may be said of -
marriage with the father’s brother’s daughter, or father’s sister’s daughter ; or with
the daughter of a brother, All these would have been excluded by the proposed ‘
table, |

%97, In conclusion, I would @arnestly suggest a re- cons1deratlon of the two.
statements upon which the Bill is founded. First, whether the Bramo- -Somaj sect -
cannot find a properly- bmdmg ceremonial of marriage among the Vedaic forms which -
they can pracblse without injury to their conscience, and, whether a perfectly bmdmgw
Hindoo marriage cannot be effected without any ceremony at all other than that
“of bupthapatlu and secondly, whether the exposition of law is correct, thata Hmdoo‘ ‘
marrisge cannot be valid unless it be celebrated accordxng to the ‘orthodox’ rites
of that religion ; or whether the validity of many—perhaps the majority of Hindoo
marriages—in_the present day does not. rest on custom, and not on observance‘
of orthodox rites. | | RN et

“28.  Again, I would earnestly mwte a re- dehberatmn as to the propnety of the |
iproposed remedy whether anything more can be Trequisite than the legalization, by' .
a short declaratory Act, of such form of marriages as the Bramo- Soma_] may adopt;
whether if they be desirous of availing  themselves of our Duropesm marriage
,machmery through the instrumentality of a Regxstrar, this Act ought ‘not to be
‘confined, in the first instance, to the Bramo- SOIDR.J sect, with power to apply it to any' ‘
such gect or sects as may hereafter desire to brmg themselves under its operatwn :

5. Tt-will be seen from the replies transmxtted that there are no sects in this -
Presidency who observe a form of’ ritual whlch places them ‘under the sa e dlsa.b;.-
htws as the Bramo- -Somaj. : e o

8.  With reference to paragmph 6 of your lettel under reply, I am to state that '
the views of the Madras Government regarding Aet XXI, of 1850 were givenina
letter to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Dapartment, dated the
30th June 1850, No, 78, and the Governor in Oouncﬂ has nothmg toadd to’ the
-observatxona there recoxded T : 0

v Fom' SAINT GEQRGE,» i
- R4 October 1869.
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