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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

Gl Ociober 1869, ‘

T

No. 29, Read the following letter from N. R POGSON, Bsq,, Government Astro.
nomer and Mcteorological Superintendent, to the Aeting Seerctary to Go-
vernment, Fort Suint George; dated Madras Obscrvatory, Ist Uctoher 1869,

T have the honour to submit o fow brief remarks for your consideration in
reference to a very groundless and misehisvous atiempt on the part of a person who
sicne himself © 8. M. Baxby, RN, to prognosticate severe gales all over the world:
on or about Tuesday, October 5th,  Iis opinion is protentiously back
some gounding though most obseurel y=worded avguments, which, worthless as they
veally are, may nevertheless mislead, and therehy cause great uneasiness, not merely

(:'d' up by

to the ignorant and superstitious, but also to {housands of persons not safficiently
familiar with séience nt once to sec the fullucy of his assertions.

9. Tt has long been too wellknown and regretted by the most. experienced
meteorologists that no reliance can be placed upon weather-prognostications wade
for more than a day or two in advance.  No storm need ever overtake us unawares,
for the barometer is an unfailing guide when its movements are properly inter-
preted, and it is surprising that the use of so simple and truthful an indicator i3 so
Tiuod and so ravely understood. No astronomical configurations of suy, wmoon or
plancts, have ever been found to exert the slightest influence wpon the weather,
although vepeated laborious attempts have been made to deteet any coincidences:
between celostial and atmospherieal phenomena wlhich wmight lead to predictions of
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inggénfiﬂané;es of the sun and moon upon the waters of the ocean, and a hasty unphi-
losophical mind will naturally jump at the conclusion that the atinosphere is subject
4o similur distarbances § forgetting that the vast difference in the densities of sea
water and air render such disturbances pr:—:r.ez‘rtic:::d!y impereeptible in the latter case.
A stearger ploughing the sea at fifteen knots por hour produces a considerable com-
motion and swell in its tragk long after it las passed, while an express frain rushing
along b four times the speed makes only a momentary fmpression upon the air, and
leaves no trace of its disturbing influence a fow gém:n‘uls after it bas {Icmfx‘i by, Ttis
provisely the same with our atmospherie tides due o solar and lanar attraction. -
“Undpubtedly they exist, but their aetion is so diffused and insignifieant ss to be
“utterly heyond any present means of measurement, or evei of detection. The moon.
in porigee, that is when nearest the carth; exerts an atfractive power pecater than
she i osses when in apogee, or at her groatest distance, nealy in the proport GHE
of soven to five, and this ehange of force, though causing the very cotisiderable
diference hetween spring and neap tides in the aconn, goes on guictly enougly
through every successive T month without producing iy visible atmeosplicric
change.  Hence though the yory simple. and natural coincidences of lanar altrac-
tion, upon which Cuptain Baxby ases his needioss alarm, canmob fail o produce
wniversally high spring tides about the dib, fth, and Bth dnstant, wo evil offects
need bo antieipated in the way of stormy woathoer or atmospherieal dstubanen of
any kind whatever.  The oceurrende of 1 gale st the same time, in ony part of the
e of the lunee

world, would Do a mere coincidenco, and most certainly web oo §
snfluences at work, Captain Saxhy further states that ¥ ub noon of the swue day tho.

x



- - e o s g R 83 AP 1 e A
et A - e A9 3

wes of the Madras Government, Public Department,
6th Oclober 1669.

e e e P PR O TS
e e R b S 8 T S S T T e,

Proceedi

moon will be on the eartl’s equator—a circumstance which never occurs without
marked atmospheric disturbance.” ‘

9 Tt is true that our satellite will eross the eartl’s equator on the 5th, but as
this also Liappens twice in every Junar month, without the slightest effect upon the
weather, the fallaey of the Captain’s assertion needs no argument to expose it. Such
a notion deserves only to be classed with the superstition. go Jong and shamefully
encouraged in Moore’s Almanac, and similar disreputable productions, assigning to
successive days in each lunar month an inflaence upon the neck, head, arms, legs,
and varivus members of the human body ; and, whatever Captain Saxby’s unrea-
soning iumgixmtiuu myy lead him to helieve, has not a shadow of foundation in fact.

4. A vory able lotter upon the subject by M. L. F. Blanford, Meteorological

Repmtur to the Bengal Government, appeared in the Englishman a few days back,
and hias heen reprinted in the Madras papers.  Every statement it contains I most
heartily endorse as my own opinion also, gk S L

5. It is, however, most desivable, and I would urge a duty owing to the public
of this Presidency, that every precaution should be taken, and every facility afforded
me, ospecially throughout the months of May, October, and Navember, for giving
prampt and timely warning of the approach ‘of a gale or cyclone Whichfmayjat any

©%ime visib the land. If daily telegrams of the principal meteorological readings ab
10 asn and 4 ot were furnished me from Vizagapatam, Masulipatam, Negapatam,

and Trichinopoly throughout the three months named, I should be in a position o~~~ .
gttt for dunger, and to give thuely warning ot the approach oi’st’arxny‘WBaﬁﬁe’réfbﬁg TEEL

the coast when oocasion required, I donotwish for telegrams during the other nine
months of the vear, as I consider them quite unnecessary and mere waste of time.

- T should ulso be in telegraphic communication with, and authorized to send weather
muossages to, the Madras Telegraph office 5 as in case of the sudden approach of
stormy weather, the tine lost in communicating by peons and notes, between the k
Observatory aud the Telegraple office, would undo all the good arising from the

daily telegraphic reports suggested, The same posts which support the Fort-gun-wire

wmight earry a second line down to the Telegraph office, and .an alarm-bell kept
yeady for discharge would cull attention to any signals I might have occasion to -
transmit.  Lastly, T beg leave to urge the advisability of the commencement of the .
pew gun-firing arrangements beforethe setting in of the monsoon. Correct Greenwich

tine on hoard 1s a great safeguard to a Captain, and only properly determinable by

the means proposed.  Chronometers brought ashore through the surf cannot avoid |
chinnging their daily rato, 5o that even when sent to the Observatory for comparison -

they are unreliable Diefore they can be returned on board.  Steamers and ships

seiking only a passing call can ravely have their chironometers compared at all under |

fhe present system, the error of the gunfive not boing available at tho Master
Attemdant's caﬁum nrpt;l the followinganorning, and only appearing in the newspapers
on the seeond day following,  The firing of the gun by telegraphic signal will
abwiste all this, and will give two trustworthy signals per day ; WI'xilé'beyond the

yepair of the line little or no extra expense nced be incurved.  The apparatus is all

ready for use, and can be set up immediately and used forthwith, as soon a5 the
yequisite authority is concedad. | | o

oy

Proceedings of the Madvas Government, Public Department,
6ih October 1869, ‘
No. 30. - Ozrper tiEreoN, 6th October 1869, No. 1387.

With advertence to the concluding paragraph of the foregoing letter the Govern-
ment authorize the despateh of occasional telegrams to the Government Astronomer
from the ports indicated, whenever the barometer falls much below the average.
The Government Astronomer should submit an average table for guidance.

9. Mr. Pogson’s proposals regarding the gun-firing arrangements have been
disposed of in the G. O., under date the 24th ultimo, No. 1332. His request to
have the Observatory placed in immediate telegraphic communication with the
Telegraph office will he referred to the Superintendent of Telegraphs, with reference
to that order, ‘ e

(True Extract.)

Actg. Secy. to Govt.

RO R u v G o oads Sudur Usigmcsy

., Superintendent of Telegraphs, Madras Division,
,,  Accountant General, '

Exd. J. Wright.
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Meteorological Telegraphic Roport for the period 80tn May to 5th June 1869.
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