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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
. . 8tk Seplember 1868,

' Read the following papers :— . _ |
No. 52.  From G. A. BALLARD, Esq., Magistrate of Malabar, to the Chief Secre-
tary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Calicut, 25th March 1869,

1 have the honour to state that, in accordance with G. O., dated 25th February
1869, No. 253, I requested Dr. Arnold Smith to accompany me, and we visited
Ponani the beginning of last week. ‘ o ‘

2. It is clear that the number of Moplah burial grounds, scattered about

- indiscriminately in the very midst of the dwellings and bazaars, is the worst‘_'feature J

i

|
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1

|

i

i

of the place. The graves are close-crowded together in loose sandy soil with water at
no great depth; the grounds are unenclosed, no boundary wall or even mark between
them and the streets running past or across them existine : and cattle bones, rub-

o)
bish, and filth accumulate amongst the grave-stones.

3. Ilook, therefore, upon proper arrangement with respect to burying as the |

- most important point towards improving the sanitary state of the town. - I discussed

the subject with several of the most influential Moplah Tangals and residents (who,

at my request, called upon me) and with the Deputy Magistrate and Sub-Magistrate. .
“ The Moplahs are very averse to change the system ; but, I think, there will not .
be real difficulty in bringing them round to what I propose, which is, that suitable |
sites should be fixed out of the town and enclosed for general burials. It may be |
~ desirable still to allow burials of a few of the principal Tangals, &c., in and about

the mosques; but this can be strictly limited to a few families and office-bearers,

“and with the proviso that whereon any burial is allowed the burial ground shall be

walled round : the concession may be allowed without objection.
4. But general intramural burying must be peremptorily interdicted. I

visited a'suitable site for two burial enclosures about a mile from the town. Another -

site was pointed out some way farther off. I have ordered the Deputy Magistrate
to visit the places with some of the principal men, and report soon and exactly what

arrangements will be best, with estimate, for enclosing the sites selected with a |

stone wall five feet high. I would suggest that Government bear any expense con-

nected with the occupation and enclosure of the land, and that the burial places be

then made over to the Maghdum or principal religious authority for management.

5. The sites will be on, or close by, the line of high road, but this is heavy |
sand. I would suggest that the road be properly metalled as far as the sites |

selected, . é;',"‘p‘i'obably for a distance of some two miles from the town. This done,
there would be no real hardship in insisting on burials being, with a few specified
~exceptions only, made at these new cemeteries. - '
6. I have called for a list of the tanks showing which are private property,
and which, whether public or private, are worth preserving. I would propose that
“estimates be called for cleaning all ; that some assistance be given (say half the esti-
mated expenditure) towards cleaning out the private tanks, the owners being thence-
forth bound to keep them in order or be liable to be prosecuted under Section 290
of the Indian Penal Code; that the public tanks be put in order by Government,
and such as are not considered worth maintaining be filled up.
- 7. I'wasinclined to propose that four good public wells should be constructed
in approved situations well away from grave-grounds or other sources of conta-
,/ mination ; but the people did not seem to think that these would be of much use,

B r—




Rt RS S VT B S

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
8th September 1869. '

as their women, who are the chief water-drawers, do not care to.appear in public,
and most of the dwellings have their private wells. The Deputy Magistrate, how-
ever, will report soon on this matter. .

8. There are a number of dilapidated houses and alsoa number of huts erected.

by mere squatters occupying considerable spaces in the town. I have ordered the
Deputy Magistrate to take steps to have the dilapidated houses repalred or-the
debris removed, and the squatters, as far as possible, cleared out. Thers s very
suitable Government ground for bulldlngs south of the town near the high road,
and I propose that lots be given to those desirous of settling. Some consxderatlon
must be given “to squatters who have acqmred a prescrxptwe occupaucy, and a
statement of this is being prepared. '

9. The formation of a roadway along the caml banks was suo-gested, and is
recommended by Dr. Smith. I believe this would be expensive, and am not sure
that it is necessary. Bat further information will be submitted. -

4 10. Ido not advocate the erection of public latrines at present. Unless they
are really well superintended they are worse than useless, and I do not see how pro-
vision can be made for their proper superintendence.

11. Iwould, however, make a beginning of general conservancy by enter-
taining a small establishment* and plac-

8 Say— : ) : N

_ _ ‘ Per mensem. ing them under a committee of Manage-

One Conservancy Inspector....... 20 . m 1 as
Ywelve 8Weepers... weecionee oo 48 S ent “’hICh may be composed as nOtedT
TH7O CAFLS BiTOrs wes e svevnsoriess 30 The estabhshment must be pald by

Total.. 98 Government.
I would appoint the Commlttee with
'$ Deputy Magistrate. - the view of enlisting some general inter-
Taluq Sub-Magistrate. .

Inspector of Police, est, and making the action of the Deputy

Dresser, and three influential residents. : Macrrstrate as it were less direct. But

he should be given to understand that he is the person prlmarlly responsible, and
that the Government look to him to see that the necessary reforms are carned out
and better sanitation preserved in future. -

12. 1 beg to submit Dr. Smith’s ]etter to me, and copy of a letter from me

-to the Deputy Magistrate, on the subject. -

From Dr. W. A. SMITH, Acting Civil Surgeon of Malabar, to G. A. BALLAPD Esq, Collector
of Malabar ; dated Calicut, 19th March 1869, No. 41. i

- With reference to Proceedings of Government, No. 253, dated 25th February 1869, regardmg
the sanitary condition of Ponani, I beg to offer for your consideration the followmg remarks the
result of our joint visit to the above place on the 16th instant.

2. The sanitary state of the town of Ponani is undoubtedly extremely bad and its-actual
condition is sufficiently descrlbed by the Deputy. Inspector General of the Indian Medxcal Depart-
ment, Southern Division, ‘in his Inspectxon Report, dated December last.

3. To the nuisances, however, enumerated in the above report ‘may be added the exxstence of a
very large number of overcrowded Mahommedan grave-yards, which occupy an extended area at every
turn and corner of the town. The graves are intermingled with the houses in the most mdlscrlml-
nate manner, and are often in close proximity to tanks and wells.

4. These grave-yards are very dirty, and are generally covered with the bones of slaughtered
cattle. It is no exaggeration to say that the atmosphere of Ponani is everywhere tamted with
the stench of decaying animal matter.” .
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5. - The lmpresswns derived from an inspection of the inhabitants, bazaars, and houses of
Ponani, are those which would be’ conveyed to the mind on passing through an old city in a state
of decay. The majority of the- people are poverty-stricken, and those in better circumstances are
ignorant, bigoted, and opposed to any of those measures which, amongst more civilized communities,
are now reckoned as essentials to existence..

6. Proposals for remedying the evils which have been pointed out are considerably hampered
by the above condition of the people. I would, however, beg to make the followmg suggestions for
improving, in some measure, the sanitary condition of the place :—

“15t.—That intramural burials should be discouraged, and, if possﬂ)le, put a stop to, and that
a mte for a new burial ground be taken up outside the town.

2nd.—That a place for the slaughter of cattle be selected outside the town, and the bones
of the animals be buried instead of being allowed to be scattered all over the place,

- 8r7d.—That a sufficient number of carts and coolies be entertained for clearing away the rub-
bish that lies scattered about the streets, and this should be burnt and buried outside the town.

‘dth.—That the entrances of those houses which now stand empty be effectually closed in
order to prevent their being converted mto latrines, and those which are dilapidated beyond repair
be levelled with the ground.

_ 5th.—That the tanks which are now filled with green impure water be emptied and dug out.

6¢h.—That some new public wells should be sunk for the use of the inhabitants in places

| where the water would not be contaminated by the proximity of grave-yards.

7th.—That pubhe latrines be erected in convenient spots, provided proper conservancy
establishments can be mamtamed Without this no improvement on the cessmt system could be
expected. ’ ~
N. B.—As the greater proportlon of the population are Mahommedans, the women would not
use a public latrme ; the cesspit system now in vogue would, thercfore, it is to be feared still be
continued.
8th.—That a road may be constructed along each bank of the canal which runs through the
town, and the banks be properly sloped and smoothed to the water's edge so as to prevent the per-
petratlon of nuisances. -
 9¢h.—The latrine at the hospxtal remarked upon by the Deputy Inspector General is still
conducted upon the cesspool system. It should at once be closed, and a toty supplied to the hospi-
tal. The Dresser complained that the funds of the institution did not permit of the entertainment
of a servant of this description,
From G. A. BALLARD, Esq., Magistrate of Malabar, to the Deputy Magistrate, Ponani ; dated
Calicut, 25th March 1869, No. 712,
Advertmo' to G. O da.ted 25th February 1869, and my personal communications when visit-
ing Ponani on the 16th and 17th instant, I con-
: - gider that the most important step towards
improving the sanitation of the town is to make proper arrangements with regard to burials.
2. I request, therefore, you -will, in communication with the Maghdum and some of the
most mﬂuentxal Moplahs of the place, select several suitable sites for burying grounds.
- Twosites, one of four and another of two acres, (or, as may be necessary,) might be sclected

No 253,

- near the ground I vrslted on .the morning of the 17th instant, and two other sites, of such size as
" may be considered necessary, farther south, if desired by the people I request you will send plans
_ of the sites selected, with estimates of the cost of onclosing them with a five-foot laterite in chunam
~wall, with proner entrance gates, &c. The sites should be on as hxgh ground as possible, and as
g near the high road south as may be. The distance from the town and situation as regards roads

.,.should be - atered on the plans.
3 I propo: -~ that the high road south past tbese sites should be metalled and an avenue plant-

ed, and tlmt the burial grounds should be enclosed at the Government expense and made over to

the management of the Maghdum and prmcxpal Moplah resxdents Tlns being done, I thmk the
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people will see that there is no hardshipini icti indi »
p in interdicting general and indiscrimi i
B e in o tom in Toture, z2g nd indiscriminate burial about the
-y This general interdiction is absolutely necessary for the health of the place, and must be ¢
x(-ile out when the new arrangements are made. You will be good enough to communicate thi o
etermined upon, but in the least obnoxious manner possible. e
4, But if a particular
point ismade of it, I do not think th
- ere would be any -obj
! t}:;]ii:surnls -at partrcular mosques in the case of some of the principal rehmou.z oﬂie]: cl:“;g .
el :[ogl:;ct;rl xrx:-h the n:losque, provided tl;ose interested are prepared to erect- an er(:clers
e burial ground proposed to be s i i | o
st be, homerer, vory Tioitod o occasionally used in future. Such exceptions
5. It is not proposed to interfere wi isti |
with the existing burial
It is no ' grounds further than to i i
:l;:u::e r1nljhsor1mmate burial ; but every effort should be made to induce the people to- i l?terdmt
v1ds (;no urial grounds, and it must be distinctly understood that, when new cemeteri e oo the
v e : :sdproposed in paragraphs 2 and 3 of this letter, even exceptional buriais of th ort o
mplated in paragraph 4 of thls letter will not be permltted in the tow 1 o sor con-
N n unless the grounds are
6. I request you will send a lis i
st of the tanks in the to i -

Lot duest ! : ‘ wn proper, showin hi i
an Whl;h private; showing also which of either class are offensively fo’ul ; Whegl wtll10h 2o puble
prepared to cleanse them ; and whether it seems desirable to fill up any ’ °F Hhe ammers are

If the people desire three or four i . |
. public wells, Iam prepared

] ‘ ' A prepared to recommend th
;xr :duz;the Go'x]flzrnment expense ; but, from what Ilearnt, am not sure thef would 22 tahey be. pro-
. qo e th};ou wi report on this, and, if the wells are recomfnended, indicate wher i
natp i ir construction. The sites should be carefully selected soas to be free f o oo Wou]'d

ion from neighbouring burying grounds or other sources of impurity. ° from contami-

7. There are a number of dilapidated houses about the town, also a number of hut f
uts of 4 -

very mean description, erected and occupied apparently by mere squatters.

The owners should be called on
: v to repair the worst h
I . ouses or to remove the ruins ;
t }fat tclalgnt:::ces tfobthose that, though not in a dangerous state of decay, may b: r:u']sh, It)o e
! y may not be entered and used as latrines and receptacles for ,r bbish i fserto ’lted, .
and objectionable squatters should be required to quit. bk ndiseriminately,
_ There is some Government
ground to the south of the bun
al
11) :;)i):)iz d’chat;t thedhl."h roo.d should be metalled fora mile or two siu:hw ;I;)(io a:onfihthe h]gh ey
be mar .outhan gites given to persons ejected from the heart of the townp Isle o Sh'ould
o gulent e ne\\“locahty Small compensations may be oecessary in a n: (':)mayf o omirons
i m
o % you will carefully prepare an approximate estimate, and sub ool peas
e8a1 or carrying out the scheme indicated. mitplan and propositions
. The practice of slaughteri 7
ng cattle indiscriminatel ) '
scattered about i ey foms, flom the i
catterod ¢ in all parts of the town, to prevail extensively. I reque t : umbor of bones
P ; at you would propose as slaughtering places. guest you will select t“O or four
The pathway alon ’
g the canal should be wid
o _ ened to twelve or f i
htil he;(t) Zr (il'(;fed altogot.her or opened to a defined pathway on the x:urtt o fe et on the east side,
rh road, till the next important road across the canal ismet. I req;;zf :; SIdte’ Soutfl'1 o the
estimate for this.

10. Tam
proposing the immediate entertainment, at Governiment expense, of 11
of a small conser- -

vancy establishment for the present, and I request that you will give

,;‘:) ;:fbl:ogi;nj; :l;i(;::;m%h to enlist the aid of the peopli alf;u:‘oiiﬁf::lf;ri?:eiattj’ntmn

necessary to do so. Sectiog . 89 P;WGI‘S ves'ted in you as "Magistrate with vigour where 1:3 o ?)S

and Section 62 of the Crlmllln 1 I(’) the Police Act, Sections 277 to 290 of the Indian Penalm(?zdee

ond Srmness. _ al Procedure Code, should be worked with discretion, but with v1gllance
e

I beg the estimates, &ec., now m u W
s called for, b
rans lssw o o , may be submitted with the least p0551b1e delay for

Proceedings of
No. 53..  From the M

with improved. sanitary

“unwilling to occupy the time o
_works that might not be approved,

“cost of the whole being 1nd1(,ated

" in and near. Ponani is great because ‘the met

the Madras Government Public Department,
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agistrate of Malabar, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
d Palghaut, 19th August 1869, No. 82.

. T have the honour herewith to forwar d certain detailed estlmates in conne\lon
arrangements in the town of Ponani. :

letter of 25th March 1869, proposed—
ques with burial grounds in: the town.
f two new burial grounds out31de the

ment, Fort Saint George ; date

_ Mr. Ballard, inhis
1st. -——The enclosure of the mos

2nd —The preparation and enclosure 0
. town. )

3rd. —-—'1 he metalling of t!
4¢h.—Filling up some, and ¢
.5¢h.—Repairing dilapidated hous
6th.—A conservancy establishmen
7th.—The appomtment of certain slaughter-houses.

If all these measures are to be carried out, a large sum’ will be reqmred

9. Tt will be observed that in the

1e road leading to them for a distance of two miles.

leaning out all other tanks in the town.
es or removing the debris.
t at a cost of 98 Rupees a month.

estimates herewith forwarded provision 13

only made for— : _ ,
RS. A. P
Enclosmcr the mosque and burial glound selected
by Mr. Ballard at a cost OF e eeieiinarees ven e s .. 4449 1 8
Do. for the site preferred by the Moplahs... ... 4438 0 O
Metalling the road from the burial grounds to a
~ distance of two-and-three-quarter miles, six feet
B Ti (- TP OUUPPOPRPPRPPRTTELE JTRRUUUPURTOURRE - X 21 0 0
~ Improving a smaller portion of road as recom- ‘ _
mended by Mr. Ballard....ccovmurmeerssimesers oo 220 0 O
Rep‘urmﬂ two-and-three- quarter miles of road from
, Ponani.. e 5037 0 O
~ Metalling aud other\\'lse 1mprovmg a path by the
CATIAL. e vueenereeeennenmnres & eseess o srreenie 4717 0 0
Total exoludmo the burial ground selected by Mr.
19,866 0 O

- Ballard........ SUTUUUTUT RIS SURPRU PR PRRRTTERELE
t up after such extreme delay that Ido not

like to detain this letter by sending them back for the supply of omissions.
I think it better to take the definite orders of Government and then to call
for the estimates for those particular works from the Department Public Works

if necessary. 1 did not think right to do so in the present instance because I was
¢ the offices of the Department Public Works on

d.and the talug offices are-generally able to turn
to allow of a close apprommatmn of tho

3." The estimates have been sen

out estimates w1th quite sufficient accuracy

osed estimates tlnt the cost of road-making
alling has to be conveyed some miles.
d for much less than 2000 Rupees

4. It will be seen flom the encl

A road of six feet in width cannot be constructe

a mile.

5 In the Deputy Collector 8 letter onclosed it will be observed that he depre-

cates the necessity for som -
Dated 26bh July 18a9, No, 71 y © Of the pro
: ' posed changes. While, of course, per-
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fectly ready to carry out any orders of Government for improving and beautifying
}vhat is i.lfi ;{regent an ordinary filthy Moplah coast town, (there are several other such
in the district,). and very glad to.see the improvement of a portion. of the district by -

the expenditure “of Imperial funds, I feel bound to say that I agree to a certain

extent with the!Deputy Collector in doubting the absolute necessityfor this |
expenditure. / i » SRR SRR

6. -If the'Government think proper to order the ’métaliing of some .'Iivliles-t'of ;
road over the sands in the neighbourhood of the town of Ponéhi; tllis_will, of course, -
bea benefit to the neighbourhood. But, looking at it from a more ge'r.lggal point o("
view as Collector of the district, I venture to think that ten times the sum required
here is far more urgently wanted, and would be more appreciated in other pﬁrts. :

Why Rupees 20,000 should be spent on Ponani, while Calicﬁﬁ, Tellicherry
Palghaut, and Cannanore have to raise their own funds, will be 4 que‘s’tidh“hafurall_\; h
put by these Municipalities-and not easily answered. ~ a .

7. The changes proposed are so unwelcome, and Will, if thrust on thern, be so |
thanklessly received by the people of Ponani, that I do not think the »Goveiz';lme:nt
are called upon to do more than provide for the séfety from disease of the towns. -
people and those to whom contagion would take it. This, I believe. mav be d -
at a comparatively smallcost. -~ .. . = - x " T : o

8. Ponani is no unhealthy swamp ;- it stands oh th camdy beach at the atl
of alarge river-soil: sutﬁcient(thoughp ;1igllt) e]eva‘.tiune iar?(;i );;eiitezztgea;:ﬁfh ‘
coildufc(:hto make it essentially healthy. All'we really need to guard agéiﬁst are thz
:lc] ; pre I;ad?:sfel’e. The actn@ty of the Police andA tl;e. Magistracy can do more than_ |

o 9. All, therefore, that I think is really necessary for the sanitation of the plac |
is to humour the Moplahs by accepting their selection of the site for the new 1133 o "’
‘_ground and.WaH itin; to'assist private persons iu'ﬁlHng up and ‘le.ve'lliri ‘urmdl/'ff
tanks; prohibit intramural interment except in the few exc*eptib‘iiﬁly"(A:z;.'s‘é‘s:‘:;g;‘":um:is‘i .
"by Mr. Ba%lard; wall in the old grave-yards; and compel all persons to If errih o
-own premises free from nuisance, As Moplahs. always carry- their'de 'd;feepb eir
on theshoulders of men, and as a-metalled road is'not to their bare fee: V 0“]~ -
a Path a.s sand, the metalling of roads is’ wholly i.uncalle‘d “for ir ‘ SQ P_Casa.mt
this subject. o i conexion “Wt'h‘
. 10. Until such time, therefore,
taken up on different grounds, and
funds are raised in the neighbourho
feel justified in asking sanction

as the metalling of the roads around Ponani is.
until, by the application of the Municipal Act,
od fof its own comfort and adornment ‘Ido no;
or a greater'expenditjup’e_-than @e,{zider’men--

tioned:—. . .
Levelling and otherwise ring 1] PP BS.
g el ofhevis poging e now bl gownd_ "
Fillng i fanks. 7 I
» Norton’s tube well, (3] Dolied foe gt - 100
e e L TN

and loan of 4000} for ngling in Qld grave-yards....., 6,'000':7

Totaklt,., 10,638.

P r——
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- 1L ‘Metalling the main street of the town up to the Salt Gollah will more pro-
.perly form part of an estimate for a new Imperial salt road from Pattamby now in
contemplation, and, as this would run through the whole length of the centre of the
town, it prevents the necessity for asking for any such sanction now. ‘

12, As_both the Sub-Magistrate and Deputy Magistrate ,‘ha'.v‘e their offices
., in Ponani, considerable numbers of Police must necessarily frequent the town; and
' I'shall ask the Assistant Superintendent to direct them, when there, to see to the

- prevention of nuisance.

From the Deputy. Mﬁgist{ate, Southern Division, to the Magistrate of Malabar ; dated Ponani,

4 26th July 1869, No. 71.° .. . -
1 have the honour to ‘make the following report in reference to your predecessor, Mr.
 Ballard’s letter of the 25th March last, No. 712, regarding the arrangements for the sanitation

* of the Ponani town.- : ‘ , ,
92, . I have in the first place to express the joyous circumstance that the Maghdum, (the Mahom-
* medan metropolitan,) the Town Cazi, and Waliya Jarathinkel Saidahmed, with the other principal
: Hophihs_ of the Ponani town, have by writing agreed to the proposal of making a separate burial
+ ground in the'_town. It should be observed that this was effected with a great deal of difficulty.
Mr. Ballard hid conversed with these chiefs on the subject, but they did not seem disposed to
- favour his views. It is, as you are aware, almost impossible to peifsuade the Moplahs to substitute

a new procedure in éupe‘rsessipn to a long-wonted custom savouring of religious Tites.

. 'The said chiefs have for several reasons requested that the new cemetery be fixed in a locality
of their choice. The principal reason adduced isthe great inconvenience and difficulty, parti-
“cularly to the poor ifar'ni]ies with which the town abounds, in finding ‘men to carry the corpses so

 far, especially in-times of gt)‘utbreziks'of epidemics. The site pointed out by them is nearly one-third
: ‘ . A , of amile north of that marked out by Mr.Ballard,
. % District Road No. 68. and seven yards east of the high road* which
o : ) . passes by the front of the Travellers’ Bungalow.
On the vérge of this ground is a mosque. which fronts a cross-road leading southward from the
" heart of the town. to-Velienkod. The length of this tract is 1704 yards, and breadth 160 yards.
- o S ' » The cost of enclosing it with stone walis with
. “""#7Vido tho Tahsildar's estimate accompanying. . gates, &c., is estimated at about 4500 Rupees.{
S It is 520 yards off the town proper, (the resi-
dence of the Moplah community,) and 224 yards south-cast of the Travellers’ Bungalow. This
. ground is higher than that of Mr. Ballard’s choice, described in the fouowing paragraph. Within
" “the limits of this ground are seven houses and huts which ought to be removed, for.which a
. compensation of some 250 Rupees will be necessary. , : -
3. ‘The objections which the said chiefs take to making a cemetery on the site appointed
: by Mr. Ballard and yourself are chiefly two—first, that it is three-quarters of a mile afar from the
* heart of the town ; and sccondly, that it is a low ground with no facility of drainage, water remaining
\ stagnanf;orié step below the surface even some months after the close of the monsoon. As, how-’
‘ ever, Mr. Ballard has desired in his Ietter that a cemetery should be made there, I have fixed
. ... 7. . thesite. Itis 37¢ yards long and 74 broad.
Vide tho Tahsildar's estimate accompanying. The cost of enclosing it by a wall of laterite
o FRET 4 stones isroughly estimated at Rupees 150(.
2 4. The;'e are twenty-six burial grounds of old standing in the town proper which are inter-
: mingled ivith .the houses and are without enclosures. Until uthese are stonc-walled the town
| would notlikely be freed of “its nasty aspect. The expenditure of enclosing all these  with stone
: walls- is estimated at 6 or 7QOU Rupees. The Moplah cbiefs‘ have offered to construct the
: sures within a few years by subscriptions, provided the Government ‘would contribute
The reason of their soliciting this aid of Government i§ that the trade ip

v

. enclo :
! one-third of the cost.:

t .
t B L
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Ponani town has much declined. Ponani, it is true, was formerly a distinguished town in the
Malabar district on account of its extensive trade. Grains _and other articles from different
quarters used to be stored up here, whence the different parts of the country received their supplies;
but,- ever since the opening of the railway, the trade has considerably fallen with the wealth
of the town. It is, therefore, urged, and with reason, that it is impgssible to-fill up the whole
of the amount by subscriptions from the towns-people. I would request you will kindly submit

their prayer for the kind and favourable consideration of Government, supported -by your Tecom-

mendation. .
5. The marginal table shows the number -
. Number of tanks ' of tanks in the town proper, distinguishing the
~ private from -public ones. During four or five
A,;'::;‘::&w Pablic. Private. Total.” months of the monsoon the tanks are filled with
i good and fresh water; but, in the hot season,
6 l 4 38 48 the water becomes spoiled;, being used by a

large community. No tanks require to be filled
up. . ’ o -
There are in it 408 wells, which are all private with few exceptions ; and it does not appear
advisable to construct more at the Government expense, nor do the people desire them. '

6. I would act as suggested by Mr. Ballard in paragraph 7 regarding the dilapidated
houses ; but I beg permission to state that it was, in my humble opinion, not a matter which called
for remarks, as such buildings are very few. And, in a place of the Moplah conimunity"s resi-
dence like Ponani, it is almost always observable. -

7. I am sorry at Mr. Ballard’s remarks in paragraph 8 of his letter touching the slaughter-
ing of cattle. He was, I presume, prompted to make the remarks from the appearance on-our
way during his late visit here of few old bones of animals lying by a burying grbﬁnd, which- had

“been probably conveyed thithér by some dogs or jackals. Mr. Ballard would have a place - selected
for slaughtering. A meeting was assembled and the subject fully discussed, wherein it is found
to be of no.utility to fit a separate site for that purpose, as there is no siaughté'—x"ingd'ai]y or weekly,
nay, sumetimes even once in a month. It takes place occasionally on the events of any feasting

?f the principal men, and during the Moplah feasting festivals. And then the slaughtering
is generally done within the compounds of the respective partics, and the refuses are buried at

the spots. When the burial grounds are enclosed the appearance of bones will altogether cease.

8. Mr. Ballard has in paragraph 9 proposed that the pathway along the easte}n'bank of the
canal should be widened. I woulddeprecate the adoption of the scheme. To ;viden it as proposed,
asum of 4 or 5000 Rupees would be incurred, as many very fruitful cocoanut ‘trees have to
be cut, and cultivable lands taken up. And yet the path would be used imiy b) a very few
people.liv_ing at the sides of the canal. T would, however, 'surrrrest that: before coming to a
determination, the matter be referred to the opinion of the Exec:t?ve Engin’eer AR

9. The metalling of the high road, alluded to in - clause 4, paragraph 7 of Mr.-ﬁalldrd’s

Vide the Tahsildar’ i $ ! 7 .
ildar’s estimate accompanying, clause 2’ paragraph' 2 of hisletter ag far ad

Velienkod Ferry, a distance of two-and-tlree -

quarter miles, is estimated by the Tahsildar at

Rupees 10,400, R
10. T would ask permission to state another point. The Government I beg' will please not
consider that I was indifferent in the sanitation of the Ponani town; but the 'x}iew of thtl: Superin-
ten(%ent of Police was that Ponani town is not to be considered ‘3 town” within the rbeaning of the
Police Act. No constable is ordered to employ even an hour at least in a day to move about the
town for the purpose of preventing nuisance, and Mr. Ballary would, in the latter part of paragraph

10 of his letter, instruct me to work the 151 i
, provisions of the Police Act. is i 51 g
to do so, Iam at a loss to see. S Howls it possxbl'e ’ "

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

letter, and of the cross-road referred toin -

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
| 8th September 1869.

-~y

Ihad four years ago requested the adoption
of measures for improving the condition of the
Ponani fgovi'n.

“Mr. Ballard and -yourself are, I suppose, aware that it is no easy matter to impress a good
purpose upon the Moplahs of South-Malabar, and that the habit of keeping their houses, yards, or
compoundscie‘an,ii's quite a strange thing with them. Our attempt, therefore, to interfere with
their such habits, should be under some authority or other. ' : :

11. Referring to paragraph 10 of Mr. Ballard’s letter, I do not desire the entertainment of
& conservancy establishment on Government ‘expense in Ponani alone. I do not decm it neces-

Vige my letter io Mr; Ballard, dated 25th January 1866,
- No, 3. -

sary because there are several other residences of Moplah communities in Malabar equally foul as
Ponani. . » ; o
12. I beg to add here a few remarks in illustration of the extent of the overcrowding in the
town. . B R . .
The town proper, or the residence of the Moplah community, is enclosed in these limits, viz.,
' o : on the north, the Ponani river ; cast, the canal ;
® District Road No, 68 gouth, the public bungalow ; and west, the high
, . road.® Inlength it is 1280 yards, and in breadth
500. It contains 22 bankshawls, 231 peedikas or shops, and 720 houses, of which 62 are cadjan-
walled huts. It also contains 26 mosques, 21 cemeteries, 48 tanks, and 408 wells.
The removal of the said 62 huts (to be re-settled in the plain)is greatly conducive to the
sanitation of the.town, its ventilation being thereby, ina great degree, left uninterrupféd, and the
. infection, by contac} of epidemics during théir outbreaks, being considerabiy avoided,; It cannot,
. however, be affirmed that the occupants of all the huts would amicably leave their present abodes,
to which they have become much attached by long occupation. C
' : ] 13. In conclusion, I would obscrve thab
Euttaj, Pasoni; and Tanur, ‘ there are yet three other Moplah towns® in the
’ Ponani talug of equally foul aspect.

No. 54.  ORDER THEREON, 8th September 1869, No. 1262.

The Government regret that, in the presentfinancial position of the State, if is
‘quite out of the question to sanction the expenditure of so large an amount as that
“required to carry out in the fown of Ponani even the modified improvements pro-

posed by MMr. Thomas.. ) -

" 2. These improvements of the town at the cost of the State must be deferred,
but the attention of the local Magistrates and of the Police should be carefully
dirvected to the prevention of the nuisances which have been brought to notice by
the Civil Surgeon. The Deputy Magistrate should also endeavour to induce the
people to enclose the old burial grounds, (the necessity of which appears from his
letter to be recognized by them,) and to improve, as far as possible, the sanitary
condition of the place. : : | -

' - (True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Magistrate of Malabar. |
., Inspector Gencral of Police.
” do. of the Indian Medical Department.

Exd. J. Wright.
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