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Read the following papers :—

No.221.  From the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,
(Sanitary), to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated
Simla, 30th July 1869, No. 336. :

I am directed by the Governor General in Council to communicate, for the
guidance of Sanitary Officers, the folléwing observations as to the manner in which
the results of sanitary investigations should be recorded.

2. As sanitary reports are every year increasing in number and enlarging
in bulk, it is indispensably necessary that they should be as succinct as possible,
and, with this view, any general dissertations on the causation of disease should be
avoided, as well aslengthy quotations from other authors, unless absolutely requisite
to elucidate the subject.

3. The main requirements of a sanitary report are to record the facts with as
much brevity as shall be consistent with clearness, to state what conclusions appear
to be warranted by these facts, and to recommend those measures which appear
best suited to improve the health of the people in connexion with the particular
case under report. It would also prove of great assistance in the study of such
narratives if the facts so recorded were carefully summarized and digested. 1If, for
example, malarious fever prevailed in any district or tract of country, it would be
well to show how many of the villages chiefly attacked were on clay, how many
on porous sand, how many on other soils; the relative proportion of villages on
canals severely attacked, compared with those on running streams, on the banks of
marshes, or in other situations; the effect of the extent of the area of irrigation, of
the particular class of crops, of particular kinds of jungle growth, and the influence
of trees.

4. A careful statistical digest of these and all the other conditions which
affect the health of the particular villages and districts visited, as well as a state-
ment how far these circumstances appear to be modified in the case of individual
castes and races, would prepare the way for arriving at some definite and legitimate
conclusions, and enable the Government to compare the data collected from the
different provinces with accuracy and satisfaction.

Referred to the Sanitary Commissioner for any suggestions that he may have
to offer for giving effect to the orders of the Government of India,
Forr SAINT GEORGE, (Signed) R.S. ELLIS,
13tk August 1869. Clief Secretary.

No. 222.  From the Officiating Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint Gcorge; dated Madras, 18th August

1869, No. 2869.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Memorandum referring
to me, for any suggestions I may have to
Letter, No. 336, from the Secretary o the Government of oﬂ'er, copy of letter, No. 336’ of 30th
India. July 1869, addressed to you by the
Secretary to the Government of Indiaon the main requirements of a sanitary

report.
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2. It appears to me that it would be very ineonvenicnt if all sanitary reports
were to be prepared according to one set of rules, and I do not think any purpose
would be answered thereby. Documents written according to rules are apt to
become mere forms,  Unless the writer has the option to treat the subject in the
way he thinks best, it will be very difficult for him to put it fairly or to the best
advantage for the Government. If left unfettered he will be more likely to make
original observations, and this 1s what is most required.

3. 'The Secretary to the Government of India says that the main require-
ments of a report should be “to record the facts with as much brevity as shall be
consistent with clearness, to state what conclusions appear to be warranted by these
facts, and to recommend thosc measures which appear best suited to improve the
health in connexion with the particular case under report.” This is, or, at lcast,
should be, the aim of every report on any subject, and is, in fact, the principle upon
which all men of science are supposed to work—first, to state the facts; second, to
deduce the theory; and third, to show its application. But, however conveuicnt
a process this may generally be, I can conceive cases in which it might be advisable
to break even this order, and I do not think that the Government would be gainers
by insisting that the sequence should be invariably followed. The writer is the
best judge as to the manner in which each subject should be arranged, and, the
greater the liberty of treatment allowed Lim, the better in every respect ought to
be his report.

4. If the tendency in the present day is for correspondence to swell to unread-
able dimensions, (and the prevention of this I take to be the object of the letter
from the Secretary to the Government of India,) the remedy seems to me to be in
the hands of the Government. I am certain reports will not be shorter because a
particular arrangement of the subject is insisted on. While this will only hamper
a man in other respects, it will in no way prevent him from writing as much as he
might have chosen to write under other circumstances. When a report is toe
lengthy or not clearly arranged, the Government might simply draw attention to.
the subject, and this, in my opiuion, ought to produce the desired cffect.

No. 223. ORDER THEREON, 31st August 1869, No. 1223.
To be recorded.
(True Extract).
R. 8. ELLIS,

Chicf Sccrelary.

Exd. A. 5, Rodgers:
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Home Dept.
Sanitary.

SiMra, the = July 1869.
Siwr,

I am directed by the Governor General in Council to com-
municate for the guidance of Sanitary Officers the following observations as to
the manner in which the results of sanitary investigations should be recorded.

) 2. As sanitary reports are every vear inereasing in number and enlarging
. “in bulk, it is indispensably necessary that they should be as succinet as possible,
and with this view any gencral dissertations on the causation of disease should
be avoided, as well as lengthy quotations from other authors, unless absolutely
requisite to elucidate jhe'fﬁubject.tr\ : ‘

3. The main requirements ‘of "a sanitary report are to record the facts

“with as much brevity as sBall be consistent with clearness, to state what con-
+ clusions appear ‘to be Warranted by these facts, and to recommend those
measures which dppear best spited to improve the health of the people in con-
nootion with the particular case under report. It would also prove of great
assistance in the study of such narratives, if the faets so recorded were cavefully
summarized and digested. If, for example, malarious fever prevailed in any
* district or tract of country, it would be well to show how many of the villages

- chiefly attacked were on clay, how many on porous sand, how many on other

~ Fits theoohiiie PREROEon o on ihe Tanks oF niithes or mragked: gompared
the effect of th ,;ex’ge?’of the area of irrigation, of the/pfirficular class of
crops, of particWl#f kinds of jungle growth,-and the influence of trecs.

4. A careful statistical digest of these and all the other ebnditions whict
affect the health 9f the partjcular villages and districts visited, as well asst
-stat.er.nent How fg,r these circumstances appear to be modified in the case of
individua} captes @hd races, would prepare the way for arriving at sore definite

and legitizd'ﬁe conclusions, and enable the Government to compare the dat
collected from the different Provinces with accuracy and SatisfactiOII)L ° e

KA

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servunt,

/" Sceratary to the Goot. of Tndia.
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