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Proceedings of the Madras Government; Public begi)artm-e‘nt,
27th January 1869.

No. 162.  Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal Com-
: mission, Ootacemund, {o the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George ; dated Ootacamund, 10th December 1868, No. 220.

In acknowledging receipt of Order of Government, Public Department, dated
98th October 1868, No. 1348, from which the Ootacamund Municipal Commissioners
learn with pleasure that the Government will not insist upon the addition of 2}
per cent. to the present house-tax, as an essential condition to the aid which thea
offered (in Government Order, dated the 2nd September last, No. 1107,) to thi}n;
Municipality, I have the honor to state that the . Commissioners are pr(,apared to
commence the works enumerated in paragraph 3 of the last named order, and to
request, therefore, that the necessary funds may be supplied to them at the,earliest
convenient date. |

9. The works alluded to are very extensive in character, and can only be
andertaken by degrees, and in successive portions, Since, therefore, it will be im-
possible o apply af once to the objects contemplated so large a sum as Rupees 60,000
(the total amount granted by the Government,) the Commissioners request’ tha;;
the sum of Rupees 20,000 only, being the amount of the grant-in-aid given in para-
graph 9 of the order of the 2nd Septcmber last, may first be placed at their disposal.

3. With every wish that the remedial measures may be carried out with all
practicable despatch, the Commissioncrs never the less conceive that the expendi-

. ture of the grant-in-a.id {Rupees 20,000) must necessarily bo oxtended over a period

of several months s towards the close of which period they would again address the
Government upon the subject of the loan amount being transferred to them. The
immediate transfer of this latter sum would only be productive of an unnecessary
charge upon the Municipal Fund, from which the dues payable on account of princi-
pal and interest on the loan would have to be at once set apart, while the loan
amount could not, for some time, be utilized. o

4. As suggested in paragraph 5 of the order under ackuowledgment, the

house-tax will be hypothecated to Government for the repayment of the loan (Ru-
pees. 40,000) with interest, and to this object a sufficient sum (calculated at the rate

of Rupees 6,000 per annum) will be appropriated from the date upon which the loan
amouns may be paid to the Commissioners.

st rat———_

No. 153. To the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,
dated Fort Saint George, 97th January 1869, No. 118.

I am directed to submit, for the information of His Excellency the Viceroy and

oth Il 1684, Nos. 117115, Governor General in Council, the Pro-

Do. 28“\ Oct’Obet ER) L 1563 15 5. nOted‘

Letter from the Premident, Ootacamund Mauicipality, dated . .
10th December 1868, No. 320- 9. Tt will be perceived from" these

papers that the attention of the Madras Government has, for some time past, beerr
anxiously. directed 1o the improvement of the sanitary condition of Ootacamund, the
most impostant sanitarium of this Presidency.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Py

27th January 1869,

3. The reborts of the Sanitary Commissioners conta
dated 19th July 1864, and 2nd September 1868, C.OIltal
the evils requiring immediate correction, and contain,
dial measures which should be adopted.

A e o

blic Department,

ined in the Proceedings,
n a detailed description of
also, proposals for the reme-

4. The Act for the improvement of Towns and Villages, No,
has been api)lied to Ootacamund since November 1866, and the Government look
to a very considerable portion of the cost of the necessary works, for the protection

of the public health of Ootacamund, and for the maintenance of o cient conservancy,

X. of 1865, Madras,

connected with this station, which, in the opinion of the Governor in Council

il, ren-
der it equitable that the efforts of the Municipality should be assisted by the State,

It would, in the opinion of the Government, be unfair to expect from g Municipality

which has so recently been called into existence, and which has not alarge revenue
at command, that it should speedily correct the eyil effects o

sanitary precautions. At the same time the recent prevalenc

preserved.

5. The total annual income at the disposal of the Municipality is Rupees
31,450, the greater portion of which is required to meet the o
Police, for conservancy, with an increase(i and eﬁicient establis '
of roads, clearing jungle, &o., thus leaving no sufficient fun(is available for the
rapid completion of those permanent works f)f mprovement which gre shown to be
essentially necessary, and of which the cost 18 estimated at Rupees 60,000. On the
other hand the only tax which, under the Act X, of 1865,

can be increasegd beyond
the present rates, is the house-tax, which could legally be raised from 9 to (f
per cent.

6. But it has been represented to Government, with consider
owners of house property on the hills cannot, P » PAY more than
they do at present; and while the. Govei'milent are of opimori 'th
might make greater efforts and sacriﬁcesi in mereasing the Municip
are not prepared to press har(i upon an interest which they havye r
in a depressed condition. 1t is, thcrefor(f, Proposed to make g gr
pality of Rupees 20,000 from the Imperial revenues,-as represen
tion which should, in fairness, be b.orne by the State in conseque

factory condition in which the stati.on was made over to the Mu
. and-in consideration of the general interest at stake in the Prese
of the place. The Government further propose to advan.c? th'
sum required, namely, Rupees 40,000, as a loan to the Municipal

able force, that the
without undue pressure

ant to the Munjci-

ting the contriby-
nce of the unsatis-

nicipality in 1866,
rvation and welfare

Ootacamund that the house-tax, which amounts to Rupees 12,500, shall be annually
charged with Rupees 6,000 on account of this loan.

7. The Government would have much preferred to

have shortened the period
fixed for the repayment of this loan ; but they trust that

y under the circumstances

1 tment
; f the Madras Government, 'Pubhc Depar ’
Froceedings ¢ 27th January 1869.

-

i ; be spread
vernment of India. diture of the sum of Rupees 60,000 will, probably, be sp
8. The total expendit

. g o
i il has, in anticipation o
Governor in Counc ) shion of
i ears ; and the ' e
over  period of thlézvirnm;nt of India, sanctioned t;.h:hgaggposed o Dotacar
the aPPI‘OVal_ ?f:il' iy of Rupees 20,000, the amount o
mund Municipalx ]

B ctié
. I am torequest san
tionsgnoted above, a sum of Rupees 40,00

isable,
as may seem advisa

‘ ‘ i der the condi-
. d for advancing, unde)
n for this gr::téhanunicipaﬁty in such instalments

igned) R.8.ELLIS,
(igned) Chief Secretary.

Exd, J, Wright.
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