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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
19th August 1869,

No.154.  Read the following letter from the Right Reverend Dr. 8. FENNELLY,
Bishop and Vicar Apostolic of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George ; dated Nellore, 31st July 1869, No. 25,

1 have the honour to forward a communication to your address from the Right
Reverend Dr. Depommier, the Vicar Apostolic of Coimbatore, who 1s dissatisfied
with the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners of-that town in reference to
the Roman-Cathalic burial-ground. I forward also a Memorandum in French from
Dr. Depommier containing the names of several places su'table for a cemetery
for the Roman Catholics, and which the Commissioners could secure at a trifling cost.
The Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners of Coimbatore may possibly bein
conformity with law ; but they are in striking contrast with the Proceedings of our
Madras Commissioners who carried out their sanitary improvements in Madras
without giving offence or cause of complaint to any of the Christian communities
whose burial-grounds were closed afew years ago.

———

From the Right Reverend Dr. C. M. DEPOMMIER, Vicar Apostolic of Coimbatore, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Coimbatore, 13th July 1869,

T have the honour to forward, for the consideration of the Right Honourable the Governor in
Council, copies of correspondence which has passed between the Municipal Commissioners of Coim-
batore and myself, regarding the Roman-Catholic cemetery at that place.

2. The ground selected for the new cemetery by the Municipal Commissioners is unsuitable,
firstly, because it is too far distant, a mile and a half, from the residences of the Roman Catholics,
who will feel it a great hardship to have to carry their dead so great a distance for interment ;
secondly, because the ground is not only outgide the Municipal limits of Coimbatore, but outside
the town limits of Coimbatore, and belongs to another village ; Raumapoorum and the Roman
Catholics of Coimbatore regard it a great grievance and dishonour to them to be compelled to
carry their dead for interment outside the grounds of the town ; thirdly, because the place being
deserted by men, and being the haunt and abode of jackals and other wild animals, bodies interred
there could, with very great difficulty, be saved from being devoured by the wild animals that
infest the place ; and, fourthly, because the ground measuring only 60 coojies (three-quarters of an
acre)is scarcely large enough to meet the requirements of the Roman-Catholic population: especially
if the cemetery be divided, as is usual with us, into three divisions, one for Europeans and East
Indians, a second for the interment of Christians of high caste, and a third for Pariah Christians.
For these reasons I consider the place selected objectionable. Nevertheless, as I was anxious to
cooperate, as far as possible, with the Municipal Commissioners in the sanitary arrangements pro-
posed for the benefit of the public, I would have accepted the ground offered, if the Municipal
Commissioners had been willing to incur the necessary outlay to make the place in some measure
a suitable place for the interment of the dead. The place cannot be suitable for a burial-ground
until the prickly-pear trees are removed, the ground levelled and enclosed by a wall ; without the
enclosing stone-wall there will be no protection for the bodies entered in this place against devour-
ation by the jackals and other varicus animals that infest the place.

3. At the request of the Municipal Commissioners, I sent them an estimate of the cost of
clearing,, levelling, and enclosing the ground so as to fit it for its new use. The estimated cost
was Rupees 600, viz., 100 rupees for clearing and levelling, and 500 for enclosing with a stone-
wall without mortar. The Commissioners offer Rupees 100, and decline to be at any further
expense ; saying that though the duty of providing a new burial-ground in liew of the one closed
by their order devolved upon them, (which they desired in their Procecdings of the 22nd August
1867,) the duty of the walling the ground does not scem incumbent on therw.



_ Proceedz'ngs of the Madras Government, Public Department,
19th dugust 1869,

4. Tam very sorry to find myself at variance with a respectable public body, to whom I am
very desirous to afford any assistance in the discharge of the onerous public duties intrusted to
them ; but I have been reluctantly forced to the conviction that their manner of dealing with me
and the Roman Catholi_cs of Coimbatore is not fair or generous, and i entirely at variance with
the proceedings of other Municipalities and of Government in similar cases, The Municipal Com-
missioners of Coimbatore ordered the Roman-Catholic cemetery to be closed without providing
another place of interment for Catholics ; and when requested to provide apother place of inter-
ment for Catholics in licu of the one closed, they positively refused to do 50, (Proéeedings dated
22nd August 1867). When it was shown to them that the Municipal Act obliged them ;o pro-
vide a new burial-ground, they sclected the most objectionable spot of groung that could be found
in the neighbourhood of the town. When the ground sclected has to be abandoned, another
piece of ground very little loss objectionable is selected, though a suitable place might have been
found in the vicinity of the burial -ground of the Church of England, a5 1 suggested to them :
and when rather than be at variance with the Commissioners, this objectionable ground is accepted’
on condition that the Commissioners undergo the expense of rendering it 3 fit and proper place
for the interment of the dead, the Commissioners offer to bear one-sixth part of the expenses.

5. . When the Municipal Commissioners of Madras closed up, for Sanitary reasons, all the
cemeteries in the town, they provided new cemeteries in lieu of those closed up, and n]’_(\b from
the Municipal Funds all the expenses, purchasing and clearing the ground, of enclosing the ‘ground
with a substantial wall, with substantial doors and gates, and further bujlt in cach a vestr -room
for the convenience of the officiating Clergyman. When the duty- of closing o cemcter): dgvoh.es
upon the Collector, the Board of Revenue orders *“ that before the graveyard is closed against
interments, a fresh piece of land in a convenjent situation outside the town or village should be
given in lieu of it ; the ground must be purchased by the Magistrate, and the encire=> cosi of pro-
curing it and adapting‘ it to its new use should be borne by the Government, who would also be gt
the charge of walling in the old cemetery to preserve it from desecration.” :

6. In the old cemetery the Roman Catholies of Coimbatore had 5 small Mortua.ry Chapel
which will, after the cemetery is closed, be rendered uselesg and unnecessary. A new Chape
will have to be buils in the new cemetery ; and it seems unfair that the Roman Catholics of Coip :
batore, who are a very poor community, should ke called to enclose this new cemetery and rebufl;;
their Mortuary Chapel, while these expenses were all voluntarily defrayed out of public funds lb(
the Municipal Commissioners in other places. ¥

7. 1 have the honour, on behalf of the Roman-Catholic community of thig place, to submit
the case for the favourable consideration of the Right Honourable the Governor in Cou’ncil

—

No. 135. ORDER THEREON, 19th August 1869, No. 1168,

Ordered that the foregoing letters from the Right Reverend S, Fennelly and the
Reverend Dr. Depommier be forwarded to the President of the Municipal Com-
mission, Coimbatore, with the expression of the opinion of Government that, under
the provisions of Scetion 119 of the Towns’ Improvement Act, the Municipal Com-
missioners are required to provide a suitable cemcetery for the Roman Catholies at

that station, if the place at present used by them is elosed.

2. The Reverend Dr. Depommicr points out that the ground sclected by the
Commissioners for the cemetery is limited in extent, and at too greata distance
from the town, while a more suitable site might be found in the vicinity of the
Protestant cemetery. If, as suguested by Dr. Depommicr, a better and more conve-
nient site can be found, the Government consider it desirablo that 1t should be

stlected in preference to the site to which cxception has Deen taken.

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Coimbatore.

’

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
f>)

19th August 1869.

f)r)

i i ‘ burial-ground should
ite which may be finally determined upon as a «
b n?:.loqcﬁinl})rys; ivv;’lllby theyMunicipal Commissioners, and the Govern.n?ent WllI(;be
eeepare(i to sanctioh the expenditure necessary for the purpose, from Municipal Funds.
pr

(True Extract).

Right Reverend Dr. S. Fennelly. .
Right Reverend Dr. C. M. Depommier.

b2l

»

Exd. J. Wright,

'

Clief Secretary.
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