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PusLic DerarrMeNT.

No. 1151.
JROM
Tue HoxouvrasLe R. 8. ELLIS, ¢.n.,
Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,
To

Tue SECRETARY 1o rue GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
Fixancian DepaRTMENT.
SIR,

Referring to paragraph 18 of your letter, dated the 31st March last, No. 20074,
remarking that the charge for stationery in this Presidency has more than doubled
since 1864-65, and retrenching Rupces 16,000 from the Budget assignment in the
hope that this Government will cndeavour to reduce the expenditure a little below

. ' the actuals of 1867-68, I am dirceted to
® Dated 17thJune 1569, No. 74, transmit copy of a letter* from the
Inspector General of Ordnance and
Magazines, embodym r the explanation of the S 1permtendent of btntmnery relativo
to the cause of increase in expenditure
since 1864-65; also a lettert and Memo-
randum from the Accountant General regarding a° varlatxon of Rupees 14,870
otween the figuresf entered in the
3 Rupoes 90,150. . Financial Seeretary’s lotter and the net§
§ Rupees 1,14,020.
charges for the year 1867.68.

¥ Dated 6th Avgust 1869, No, 122,

2. Tt will be seen, from the explanation of the Superintendent of _Stationery,
that the largest increase in the expenditure for stationery first took place in 1865-686,
cwing to an order of this Government requiring all Departinents to obtain their
supphes from the Statlonery Depét instead of purchasing in the local markets at
prices conmderably in excess of what was paid by the Saperintendent of Stationery.
The change, though involving an apparent increase in the accounts of expenditure
in the Stationery Department, has, His Excellency the Governor in Council believes,
resulted in a saving to the State.

3. The instructions of the Sccretary of State, that articles procuradlo from
Europe on indent should not be bought in this country, has, as fur as possible,
been strictly attended to; the Superintendent of Stationery anticipates, however,
that serious inconvenience will be caused to the several Departments if the sum of
Rupees 16,000, which has been retrenched, is not restored.

4. T am desired to request the attention of the Gvernor Goneral in Council
to the Memorandum appended t> the Accountant General's letter, which shows

clearly that the estimate for stationery for 18G9-70 is Rupecs 70 less than the
actuals for 1867-63,]f and not, as supposed

xe. in your letter, Rupees 14,800 in excess.
11867 e ere e s 1,14,020 ) . : )
IARAT Grsvenvrssmweee oo hgs0 As it will not be possible, under these

15697000 ceencnnee

70 circumstances, for this Governmgnt to
cffcet so large a reduction as Rs. 16,000




1‘!'1 the expenditure this year, T am to
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- solicit that the Governor Generyl 1
of this Presidency for stationery “
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to stand. 113,950, entered in the Budget
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Fort Sanxt Grorg
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Sir, '

Your
most obedi
ent s
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Fror LA gt ’ —— 'Chie S, "

rom the Acting Inspector General of Ordn S Seretary.
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tary to Government, Fort Saint
June 1869, No. 74.
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Rupees 1,18,270, while the actuals for 1867-63 amonnted to Rupees 1,27,558, which
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shows that the estimate is already Rupees el

4. “Ttis quite true that the charges for stationery purchased in India have
doubled since 1864-65 as far as the ggeounts of the Stationery Office itself

d in one year to Rupees 35,267. It was caused simply by
at the prices paid by this department
d in others, while the quality of the goods
ly ordered, on 3rd November 1862, all other departments
but on account of the existence
was not given to their orders till 1865-66. The whole
fore, prior to that year, cannot be fairly shown unless
had hitherto purchascd inde-
<. are also exhibited and added to those of this department itsclf.

pendent supplics,
5 ¢« The change of system has increased immensely the vesponsibility and
a great saving to Government.

work done.in this department, but it has resulted in

6. ¢ The injunction of the Sceretary of State for India, that articles proeur-
able from Europe on indent should not be bouglit in this country, has been scrupu-
lously attended to, where possible ; but in some few cases where the stationery
indented for from home had not arrived in due time, limited local purchases were
necessary.

7. ¢ French-paper is by far the heaviest single item of local pm:chases, and to
procure it in this way is specially allowed in paragraph 6 of Proceedings of Madras
Goverument, No. 331, of 30th March 1866, which say (% # % it is tolerably certain
that if procured through England, the cost of agency and transport would greatly
increase its price.  In 1862 this article (2nd sort) was purchased here at Rupees
1-15-6 per reum, while at out-stations it was charged for by other departments at
much higher rates, Viz, from Rupees 7-8-0 downwards per ream. Last ycar wo
paid Rupees 1-7-3, and this year have accepted a contract at the ratc of Rupees 1-6-0

per ream. In this way, although the demands have very largely increased, the

estimates have been kept down.

8. ‘ Qver these demands my control is Hmit

and itis to Heads of Dopartments that Governmen
for o reduction in the consumption of stationery; and if the

I anticipate that serious inconvenience
1¢ wiil be hasty purchases

od to a careful check of indents,
t must, according to their own

Proceedings, look
retrenchment of Rupees 16,000 is not restored,
will be caused to these departments, and that the resu
made at unfavourable rates, causing ultimate pecuniary loss to the State.”

From the Accountant General, Madras, to the Chicf Sceretary to Government, Fort
Suint George ; dated Fort Saint George, 6th August 1869, No. 122,

Budget end Rosource Department.

vith reference to the Official Memorandum from the Acting Under Sceretary
to Government, No. 325, dated the 29¢h ultimo, Public Department, 1 have the
to annex a Vemorandum explanatory of the discrepancics referred to in the
the letter from the Superintendent of Stationery, annexed in one
the Memorandum under reply, which are Lierewith retuined.

honour
first pamgmph of
of the enclosures to
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To
The Secretary to the

Government of
Department

Dated 186 .
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