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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
6th August 1869.

PSR .

No. 57. Read the foll’d‘iiving letteﬁfrom W. MACKENZIE, Esq., M.D,, Ihspector'
General, Indian Medical Department, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint Georgey" dated Fort Saint George, 23rd April 1869,
No. 158. B :
‘In obedience to the order of Government marginally noted calling on me
s to prepare “ a modified scheme for the
. employment of trained female Nurses'in
the hospitals of the Presidency town with reference to the reduced allowance sanc-
“tioned for this purﬁ};&se; w:the Government of India,” I have the honour to submit
the following remarks. | ‘
2. ’Aftcr_lengtb?m’re@.a '
communication with executi
experience, were peculiarly gt
satisfied that the scheme origing
to.a very small extent, consi
bound to express my ¢onvichioh
of Rupees 700 a month woslgh
money. e : s
3. A lady-Superintendent is, in' my opinion, absolutely necessary for the pro-
posed training school, and the services of a properiy qualified person could not,
I belicve, be obtained at a less cost than that stated in my- letter, No. 52, of 30th
January 1868.. If the number of trained Head Nurses under her were fixed at three,
these three to be te-placed by and bye by women educated here, (the former being
then sent home with a gratuity,) this seems to me the utmost modification of which
the original scheme is susceptible. L
4. As regards the various objections to the scheme set forth in the letter of
the Officiating Secretary to the"Government of India, No.-4255, of the 24th October
1868, I beg to offer the following explanations :— D e
{a.) ‘In;"liaf}a,gi'aplxs 5 and 6 exception is taken to the proportion of Nurses to
sick. The objett of the scheme, however, was not to retain all the twenty-four pro.
bationers in the hospitals named'; but to train them there witha view to some of
. them being available for out-service, or for employment in fémale hospitals in the
Mofuééil, to which it would be desirable to extend by degrees the benefits of trained
nursing. . . _ 3 o . )
1 may add that, besides leaving & margin for sickness and leave of absence, it
would be only prudent to make allowance for failure on the::payrt of some of the pro-
bationers received into the training school, asitis hardly to be expe'cted that all

would pass through it successfully. .
Lastly, I should mention that, under the operation of the Contagious Diseases’

Act, it has alrcady been found necessary to provide greatly increased accommoda-
tion in the Lock Hospital; and that, judging from the experience already had, the
aumber of patients in that institution is likely to average 250 instead of only sixty
as originally anticipated. B ~

.{b,) With advertence to paragraphs 7 and 8, an examination of thfa returns
of the Presidency Hospitals for the last six years shows that, during that period, 4551
European and East Indian women were treated as in-patients, giving an anuual

Public Department, 27th Noverber 1868, No. 1466.

very careful consideration of the whole subject in.
Medical Officers who, from their large hospital
to_ help me in coming to a decision, I am fully
oposed does not admit of modification, unless
- “with- anyr.chance of ita success; and I feel
S anitacheme framed on the proposed allowance
a tg@l failure, and e a mege waste of public
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- either their earnings would be carried to the credit

S
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| | 6th August 1869,

average of 758, Inthe same period, the number of out-patients of the same classes
amounted $0 27,409, or to an average of 4568 a year, and to many even of these the
services of an experienced Nurse would be very valuable,

I may add that recent im

provements in the several hospitals will in all proba-
bility considerably increase t

he number of patients of these clagses hereafter.

_ (¢ In paragraph 10 it is remarked that no allowance is made for any dimi-
nution of expense on account of any of the Nurses being employed on out-service,
The scheme having been only submitted in outline, this point was not noticed ; but
I look on it as a matter of course that, in the case of Nurses employed in that way,

of Government, or their pay as
Government servants would cease for the time,

_ (d) With advertence to paragraph 11, I beg to refor to the statement
already given under (%) asto the ay

| erage number of European and East Indian sick.
In the Lock Hospital, the average daily sick of Europeans and East Indians has
hitherto been about twelve.

as regards nursing or training. -

5. In eonclusion, I beg to mention that five « Matrons™ are now employed in
the several Presidency hospitals on salaries varying f;
“ Assistant Matrons” on.35 Rupees each, the total ¢
per mensem, which sum should be set against the ¢

c ost of the proposed new scheme
as soon as the training school could re-

e

No. 58.  To the Secretary to thé Government of India, Home Department,
dated Fort Saint George, 6th August 1869, No, 1105.

With reference to the letter from the Officiatin

of India, Home Department, (Public,) dated Siml

1 bave the honour to forward, for the ¢

g Secretary to the Government
a, 24th October 1868, No, 4255,
onsideration of ITig Excellency the Viceroy and

Datod 2550 Agel 188, No, 155, . Governor General in Council, the enclosed
copy of a letter addressed to this Govern-
Medical Department. This letter is in
nment to Dr. Mackenzie directing him to
ment of trained Nurses in the hospitals of
cost involved to 700 Rupees per mensem,
Officiating Secretary’s letter under reply.

pector General, after a very careful con-

mmunication with the most experienced
Medical Officers of this Presidency, is satisfied that the scheme originally proposed

by him, and which was submitted by this Government for the favourable considera.
tion of the Government of India in my letters dated 13th August 1868, will not
admit of so considerable a modification as is proposed by the Government of

submit a modified scheme for the employ
the Presidency town so as to reduce the
the limit imposed by paragraph 12 of the

2. It will be observed that the Ing

rom 50 to 100 Rupees, and two

place these * Matrons” by trained Nurges.”

Proceedings of tlze‘M’-adras Government, Public Depariment,
6th August 1869.

»

India. T am to state that His Excellency the Governor in Council concurs lelnt]};
I;lr l‘s&ackenzie that it will not be desirable to attempt to carry out a scheme whic
o i i 1t in failure.
from want of funds is cerfain to resu i -
3. Iam, however, to state that theMadras Government attach s;)) n]s;cl;;mp.c;rg
. , 'providi i 1e sick in the Public Hospitals
trained Nurses for the sick in .
ance to the proposal of providing u spilals
' p tfully and earnestly to solic
in thi idency, that they venture very respec nd ear ol
‘o thlssifc)lle;izltisz };’f the decision of the Government of India which Woulq lu:nt th.e
re-co'n 1 i to 700 Rupees per mensem. His Excellency in Council
expenditure for this purpose to p . .  Souneil
i pncourarred again to address the Government of India from ifs appearing ;
tixe has Obeén some misunderstanding regarding the real nature of the.prol.)lc;sa}t
(;)re itted to them. The further explanation now offered by DI:. Maf:kenzu:) E;l L :
?; hI:ped be found to reply satisfactorily to the objections contalped mn the Officiat-
)
ing Secretary’s letter. N ‘
: 4, His Excellency in Council is very unwilling to. bring forwaf'd, a? ;h;
en.t moment, any proposal involving increased expendltur.e ; but he is .satls ed
fgzz the amount,originally asked, 25,000 Rupe‘.as per annum, i3 not ngcessn{:e, zzrlie
that this sum will be most usefully employed in providing trained Nurses for
principal hospitals at Madras and in the Provinces.

5. The Government of India may rest assured that no effort v.vﬂl bte 'VS::}I:t]:’II:O‘;
on thc; part of this Government to carry out the proposed ?xperlm.izln -meSSible
tmost economy consistent with efficiency, and 'that the e.x?ensture will, if p ,
?)e reduced below the amount of the grant originally solicited.
(Signed) R. S. ELLIS,
: Chief Seeretary.

k2

Exd, A. S. Rodgers.
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