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No. 22. Read the following letter from the Acting Inspector General of Ordnance
and Magazines, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;
dated Yort Saint George, 30th June 1869, No. 94,

Ordpance Department,

I have the honour to forward, herewith, a report by the Superintendent of

Stationery, on the operations of the Depot under his charge, for the year ending
31st March 1869.

2. This report is in itself so complete and exhaustive, that I have preferred to
submit it in its integrity, rather than to embody 1t in a report from myself.

3. I have, however, to observe that I quite concur in the recommendation of -
the Superintendent in favour of the Manager of the Stationery Office, Mr. James
Clark ; and should Government be pleased to comply with that recommendation, the
services of a zealous and deserving public servant will not, in my opinion, be more
than adequately rewarded.

5. Iwould also beg to add that I consider the salary at present granted to the
Superintendent is altogether inadequate to the heavy responsibilities and work which
the care and supervision of the Stationery Office entails on him. . These have increas-
ed so much during the last few years, that I would respectfully call the attention
of Government to this point, and solicit its reconsideration of the same; and that
the anomaly is presented in the Stationery Office of the Manager (on whom no
responsibility falls, though his duties are arduous,) drawing a higher allowance in
the office, than is granted to the Superintendent.

From the Superintendent of Stationery, to the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, Fort
Saint George ; dated Fort Saint George, 24th June 1869, No. 212,

I have the honour to forward, for submission to Government,* the report of the operations
of the Stationery Office for the official year
Proes. Govt., 28th Nov, 1861, No. 1577. ending 31st March 1869.

1. Stock.—The value of stock on hand, at the commencement of the year, was Rupees
5,31,548-8-7. The value of receipts from all sources during the year aggregate Rupees
1,26,303-2-10, while that of issues is Rupees 2,67,620-5-8. The value of stock is thus reduced at
the close of the year, as shown in statement appended, (marked A,) to Rupees 3,90,231-5-9

The value of stock remaining in hand has been considerably reduced from that of last year.
This is owing to the delay in the receipt of articles included in my General Indent on the Home
Government, No. 58, dated 20th December 1867, which have not yet been received.

2. This delay has necessitated the attempt to purchase locally a supply of Medium and
Demy-paper, to meet urgent requirements. The local market was unable to meet this demand
though small, and the necessity arose of applying to the Stationery Office at Calcutta for a further
supply of these two items, This supply hasnot been furnished as yet. These papers ought to
have reached this office from Home in time for issue to the Public Offices at the Presidency and
in the Mofussil for the current official year 1869-70. The inconvenience to Public Departments
would, however, have been much greater had I not maintained a large reserve stock to. meet extra-
ordinary requirements. :

II. Receipts from England.—The value of receipts from England aggregates Rupees
45,712-10-2, against Rupees 6,05,947-8-3 for the year 1867-68. This large difference is accounted
for by the non-receipt of the annual supply, and by the supplemental demand mentioned inﬂmy
last report in. 1867-68 for 8000 Reams of Double-Double Pott Printing-paper, thick.
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alluded to in the prices of paper.
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VIIL Complaimts.——Several complaints

Collator of Madras, lotter dgted 4th Beptember 18683. a have been received of th? inferior qua,liby of

S"%’S&"&Z‘;‘iﬁifﬁef igtsrsil Jail, Rejabmundry, loter £23¢ supplies from England from Departments as per

gdjmant Goneral, 106078 “é’“dﬁ"i‘;fﬁéﬁl 1960 or dated margin. These may be summarized as follows :—
ulpgfﬁuiln:; oilstéfa‘ aa-Powder = o 1. Blacklead pencils are stated to be of

«s yery inferior quality, being very hard and
making light but almost indelible marks.” A sample of the blacklgad pencils, procurable in the
local bazaars at & quarter of an anna each, alluded to in the Madras Collector’s letter, is herewith
attached, The article is of better quality and cheaper than those supplied to this Department
from Lngland. \

9. Penkuives are gtated by the Adjutant General to’* approximate” more nearly to iron than
¢ gtoel, and to be incapable of being sharpened.” '

3. Dlotting-paper is complained of as being more like paper used in copying presses.”’
¢ A lettor placed on 1t can be easily read on the reverse gide.” Itisdoubtless a thin inferior
«¢ grticle.”- : '

4. TFoolscap machine-made paper stated to be of a spongy, and at the ¢ same time of a brit-
«¢ tle texture. In many respects ansuited to the climate.” The slightest dampness of the hand
indelibly stains it with a greasy mark. « Tt tears easily after being folded, and appears to Le
« prepared with some chalky or other material which speedily clogs up the pens.”

IX. Quills and Steel-pens.—A representation has already been made from this Department
on the subject of quills and steel-pens, and it has been recommended that the option at present
allowed to Departments by Proceedings of Government, No. 597, dated 23rd April 1860, of draw-
ing either quills or gteel-pens should cease, apd that they should be ordered to adopt the allotment
which prevails in Bengal, viz., four steel-pens and two quills monthly. For the current year
Pepartments have indented for 916,931 quills, and 16,012 steel-pens. If good steel-pens of &~
moderate price aré sent, I have no doubt that a saving will be effocted. There was one argument
in favour of this plan which 1 omitted before to urge. Itis this ; that natives are able to write
[nost of their own languages with quills, whilst stcel-pens are useless for that purpose, and there is,
therefore, not the same temptation for the adoption of the latter as the former for other than
Government purposes. ,

X, Taking Stock. —The whole stock inthe Stationery Department was taken in Septemher
Jast by Mr. Greenfield, and the result was vexy satisfactory, and proves the correctness with which
the very numerous packages sent from this Department had been made up.

XI. Costof Establishment.—The whole cost of the Stationery Office Establishment and

ss A T superintendence for the past year is Rupees
Commission realized on sale indonts... .. 84 6 7 7764-10-6. If from this are deducbed"the sums
Kata of wasto paper, packing materiels, £5. 3,043 8 6 .tirod in the margin, the net cost will then be

Contractors’ Deposits forfeited... ... e ass 0 0
Gain by sale of India Atlas gheets, &c... e 234 10 8 Rupecs 4166-1-9, or only little more than one per
Total... sjs_f-as__;—;) cent. of the cost of the receipts andissues. This,

===~ in my humble opinion, proves the Departmgnt to

be conducted with the most upusual cconomy. A considerable saving, however, to this department

.5, of course, caused by its goods being disembarked and complete guardisuship being taken of thesn

* by the Grand Arsenal Establishment.

9. 1 cannot conclude this report without again bringing to notice the zealous and intelligent
manner with which Mr. Clark, the Manager, performs all his various and responsible duties, and
his watchfual gcrutiny in the matter of indents and receipts of purchased, and other stores. I feel
gure that to him Government is indebted for many of the savings that have been effected in the
department, and T humbly agree with my predecessors in strongly recommending that an a:dditional
galary should bo granted to him. The number of packages made up and despatched hfxs }ncreased
nearty five times since the salary of his appointment was recommended by the Commissioners on
Public Establishments to be fixed, in 1859, at Rupeos 150 per mensem. 1 beg, at the same time, to

bring again 0 notice that my own salary is, n 1y humble opinion, scarcely in proportion to the money
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risk and general responsibility of m
y office ; but I attach much more j
o v e Imports i i
'M; ("Iartk s}salar) t}‘lan to my own, and should Government not deem fit tportmce o ."}01‘0&50 -
salary attached to his office, I trust that a personal addition may be mad Otmil'(e o addition to the
ade to his pay.

P.‘S.-—'Since I drafted this report a pertion of the supply
has arrived in the Mofussilite and Blackwall, and the Pow‘cr of
head ¢ Local Purchases,” has been received,

of stationery for the current year
Attorney alluded to in paragraph 2,

R. C.

No. 23. ORDER THEREON, 3rd August 1869, No. 1079

With the letter above recorded, t} i

. . y the Acting Inspector ; T e
Magazines submits a report on the operations of thle StatiG cnerl of 9 l dna'nce and
year 1868.69. onery Depdt during the

2. The value of the stock at the beginni

. 0 _ ginnng of the year w: 5 a1 x

and the Deput received supplies from England valued} at E:S)eR u};cios {).’,31"‘)48'8'7;
local »purchases at Rupcfes 79,747-8-0, and from other somc;S O:t 101,71;.-10-2,' from
the tuta.l value ?f supplies being Rupees 1,26,303-2-10 : deductine tlu’bccs 843-0-8,
of the issues, viz., Rupees 2,67,620-5-8, the net value’ of stock ey v
year under review was Rupees 3,90,231-5-9. ock at the close of the

3. The delay in the receipt from Eng AT
for 1868-69, necessitated, it is olgserved, the]:g::ft :rf t)l{zdll:m1 and Demy-paper, due
Lut as the demand could only be partially met, applicatimcld market for a supply ;
for t?xe remainder. Owing, however, to delay in obtainin \;‘as ma\?e to Calcutta
required supply, the deficiency was finally met from the % rom fhis quarter tho
reserve to provide for emergent demands. ne farge stock usually in
4, With reference to the explanation given i ;
to the large dif'ference between thg value o{i{ ’:1?: Il'gciepctzoi?lglgf‘;hg report in rogard
ycar 1867-68, it is understood that stationery supplies from F) -19’ and that of tho
to rcacl.l India by tho November preceding the year for Whic;lng; ;llnd are expected
o admit of their issue to Public Offices five months prior to t] °y are required,
they are due. prior to the period for which

5. The attention of the Secretary of State ia wi
of Section 2, relative to the enhancedyprices tgff(t)]l;(;[ nli:zz;:llagzdmwn o Paragra'ph 3
compfxred with the cost at which they were supplicd betwen 185%31)61: P
standing the fall, since then, in the prices of papers of this descri e 1500 notwith-
6. 1t having been brought to the notice of Governmesr(izl}igon.
supply of French-paper had been purchased in the local market o 1000 la.rge
heyond whz}t it could have been obtained from France. th Iln i 8¢ prices
was autl?orlzed, in November of that ycar, to place hiu’ls lffa o ey General:
cation vs:1th the manufacturers of the paper in Bordeaux an(; l‘n dlr?Ct commusii-
the precise rates at which they would supply the paper 1’"or the proertain 'from them
ment.‘ The result, asappears from Section 3, has been the aczzgt;):cthlsf(}h?em-
e o ~
15t gort, &t RUPEEB.ceaee vervrrrersec e P;r }liian:'i. é;bu‘thno{; and CO.’S tender in behaelb:rsi‘
- enison et fils to suppl 0
Y paper by con-

d , 33 setses asseer seressse 1 69 "
ract for three v
. Yyears, at th :
, w the margin, »at the rates specified
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7. The Government notice the large savings, viz., Rupees 2000 per annum,
stated to be effected by the change recently ordered for the conveyance of stationery
according to the fourth, instead of the fifth, class Railway rates,

3. The attention of the Secretary of State will be requested to the remarks
contained in Section 8, regarding the very inferior quality of some of the stationery
obtained from England. The blacklead pencils, for instance, procured from the
local macket, are, it appears from the sample submitted, of better quality and
cheaper than those sent out by the Home Government. i

9. The subject of Section 9 has, it is observed, been disposed of'in the Pro-

cecdings of Government of the 13th instant, No. 949. .
10. - The Government are not pre-

'Gﬁo., ;’nlblio Department, dated 28th September 1868, pa.red to reconsider their decision,*
o. 1211,
declining to recommend the grant of

increased salaries to the Superintendent of Stationery and the Manager of his

Office.
(True Extract).

Actg. Secy. to Qovt.

To the Acting Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines,
with two statements returned.

Accountant Greneral,

»

Ezd. J. Wright.
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