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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
23rd July 1869.

No. 172, Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Committee for the
Examination of Assistants, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
Saint George ; dated Madras, 13th July 1869, No. 120.

With reference to Order of Government, No. 497, dated 16th April 1869, Iam
dirocted to state that the Committee requested the Professor of Sanscrit at the Presi-
dency College to undertake Mr. Weir’s examination, and to submit copy of a report
showing that, at the examination held on the 7th instant, it was found that Mr. Weir
had not yet attained the High Proficiency Standard.

2. T am also directed to request that Government will sanction payment of a
feo of Rupees 50 to Mr. Pickford for conducting the examination.

m——

Fiom J. PICKFORD, Egq., B.A., Professor of Sanscrit, to the Secretary to the Committee for the
Examination of Assistants ; dated Royapettah, 10th July 1869, No. 6.

{ have the honour to forward, for the information of tho Committee for the Examination of
A=«vstants, my report upon Mr. Weir's late examination in Sanserit; and in doing so, I much
#oovet that the result of this examination, which is the first a Civilian has for sometime undergone
in this presidency, is not] attended with success. The examination consisted of (I.), construing
wivd voce from the text books, Hitopadisha and Raghavasa, (IL.), translation of a Sanscrit paper not
gelected from the text books, (IIL), translation of an English paper into Sanserit, (IV.), translation
of a paper of English sentences into Sauserit. In all the above Mr. Weir had the benefit of
printed papers, which, for many reasous, are preferable to written ones at an examination. In
th> vivd voce examination one of the text books Hitopadisha was very fairly construed, and in
this book Mr. Weir was fully entitled to a pass ; but in the more difficult text book Raghuvasa
3lr. Weir broke down completely. The translation paper not taken from a text book was well
a:teppted, and exhibited much skill in dealing with a passage not before seen. A portion, however,
of this was omitted, and even the part translated was not froe from errors. The translation from
Znzlish into Sanserit contained omissions of sentences and words here and there, and showed not
a fow grammatical errors. Iu the paper of sentences, which were very casy, five were not attempted
at all ; and of the remaining eleven, only four were right : in fact not sufficient time had been
given to this paper. The examination gencrally would have been more satisfactory had Mr. Weir
bestowed more care upon the papers, each of which bore evident marks of haste. 1 trust, however,
that the result of the present examination will not deter Mr. Weir from appearing again on &

futare occasion in Sanscrit; for, with one or two months’ attentive reading, I doubt not but be will

pass in a highly creditable manner.

o —————

N 173 OrDER THEREON, 23rd July 1869, No. 1033.
Sanctioned.
(True Extract).

Actg. Secy. to Govt.

To the Committee for the Examination of Assistants.
Examiner of Claims.
Accountant General.
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