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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department.

Read the following papers :—

No. 155. From the Reverend Dr. R. CALDWELL, Missionary to the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel, Edeyengoody, Tinnevelly district, to His
Excellency the Right Ionourable the Governor 1 Council, Fort Saint
George ; dated Madras, 20th May 1869.

A rural Dispensary was established a few years ago at Suviseshapuram, in the
district of Tinnevelly, at the request of the Reverend W. Schaffter, Church Missionary
Society, the Missionary resident at the place, and a grant of medicines to the
amount, I believe, of Rupees 250 per annum has been made to 1it.

9 Mr. Schaffter is now on the point of leaving Suviseshapuram for Iingland,
and it seems improbable that he will be succeeded by an uropcan Missionary.
The Dispensary, therefore, is likely to be left without superintendence.

3. Under these circumstances, I have the honour to request that you will be
o kind as to authorize the transfer of the Dispensary to Ldcyengoody, a place
which is within five miles of Suviseshapuram.

4. The people of Edeyengoody and the neighbowrhood have long learned to
appreciate European medical treatment, partly from my own use of Kuropean
medicines amongst them for a long scries of years, but chicfly from a private Dispen-
sary having been established among them, and medical aid having been supplied to
them for two years, by the Reverend J. M. Strachan, a medically-cducated Mission-
ary. In consequence of this, whilst the people of Suviseshapuram would still
derive benefit from the Dispensary, the place to which it is proposcd to be removed
being only five miles off, the people of Edeyengoody and neighbourhood would
regard the establishment of a Dispensary in their midst, at the head station of the
Mission, as a peculiar boon.

5 In addition to the ordinary population of the neighbourhood, there are
more than 200 boarding and day-boarding pupils in the school at Edeyengoody,
by whom medical advice is from time to time required.

6. I have the honour to submit, herewith, a letter from Mr. Schaffter in which
he expresses his approval of the proposed transfer, and states, in behalf of the
people of Suviseshapuram, that they will assent to it as the best arrangement that
can be made under the circumstances.

7. 1beg to state that I shall be happy to exercise a gencral superintendence
over the Dispensary, in the event of its removal to Edeyengoody, and shall endeavour
to promote its cfficiency and usefulness.

8. 1 shall be happy Lo provide for the Dispensary whatever accommodation
may be required.

9. I have now the honourto lay before your Lordship and commending to your
favourable consideration the following plan placing this proposed Edeyengoody Dis-
pensary experimentally on a higher footing, and making it more generally useful,
by using it as a means of ascertaining how the benefits of Luropcan medical treat-
ment can best be introduced into the rural distriets. .

I venture to suggest —

(1).—That a Dresser appointed by Government be attached to the rural

Dispensary at Edcyengoody.
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