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Proceedinga of the Madras Govémme‘nt. Public Department,
o 23rd January 1889,

No. 128.  Read the following letter from the Inspector General, Indian Medical
Department, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;
dated Fort Saint George, 5th January 1869, No. 1.

I have the honor to state, for the information of Government, that, in compli-

ance with their Order, No. 1353, 'dated 28th October, I have, in communication with -
the Sanitary Commissioner, and the Executive Engineer, Northern Range, Presi-
dency, considered the subject of the alterations and repairs required by the (late)
Vepery Dispensary, to fit it for occupation as an Hospital for women and chil
dren.” ’
2. In the absence of the Sanitary Commissioner on privilege leave, from
November 1st to 15th, his Secretary Dr. Montgomery represented Jim, and now
does so again, as Mr. Ranking is absent from the Presidency on Inspection duty, -
I availed myself, however, of Mr Ranking’s being at Madras from 15th to 30th
November to ascertain his opinion, regarding the various propositions submitted in
the report, and he has expressed his general concurrence in them. '

3. I append plans of the two floors of the building, and have on thefn shown
(in yellow) the alterations, &c., proposed,

4. In preparing this report I have not failed to bear in. mind the circum-
stances under which the building is to be occupied. Regarding them I beg to submit
ta Government the following particulars for their approval. It g at present held

| .. by Government at a monthly rent of 125
B ide Proceed o Gase pparss Government and Rupeed,* (the same . amount as that pre-
o ' viously paid under a five years’ lease
now expired). But as it is now contemplated to add to and alter it, I have instruct-
ed the Government Solicitor to prepare a lease for one year certain, subject to a
notice of six calendar months, the lease to take effect from 1st instant, There will
I believe, be no difficulty in continuing to rent the building for any further period
for which Government may require it. I have seen the landlord on this subject,
and he was only anxious that the lease should be for a longer period thap one year.

5. I was unwilling to recommend to Government any alteration to the build.
ing until I had arranged these preliminaries.

6. For the reasons,detailed in paragraph 4, I impressed upon the Committee
the desirability of restffeting the alterations of the builfiing. to those essentially
necessary, and of such a @haracter as would as little as p0381b1f3 interfere with its syb-
gequent occupation as a dwelling-house, for which purpose it was originally con-
structed. I have also explained to the landlord, and obtained his sanction for the
alterations hereinafter detailed. - o

7. Plan A. shows the relative position and actual size of all t.he apartments on
the lower floor of the building; those on the upper floor are similarly shown in

lan B. ’ ) . :
d an& 'Taking the rooms in alphabetical order, the following are the recommen-

dations of the Committee noted in paragraph 1. ] i .
9. Lowger FLOOR—Room A.—This bath-room 18considerably restricted aseto space
: by a heavy masonry staircase, in very
Batheroom end Latrine for Native Patieots under the Hot }od repair and so steep as to be inaccessi.
pital roof. ble to sick persons. This staircase and
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the corresponding one in Room I, on the opposite side, should be removed, as they
interfere with ¢

These staircages are really Practically uge

made as airy and roomy as possible, a‘.‘d
the direct entrance.of the water carrier

dered unnecossary, Yy Propose to provide for this by hav.
ing a cistern to supply the bathsg erected outside the main wall of the building, the

water being delivergd by a pipe, with stop cock placed in some convenient situation
within the bath-room,

10. I may here Premise, however, that, although abiding to these apartments
as bath-rooms, &e., they are only intended to be used as such by native females, who

N ward) into two Ccompartments marked res-
) Dispensiug Room, Pectively band b. b, The fipst of these (5)
] should be fitted up as a Dispensing room,

the furniture hejp

& made upon plapg which will pe submitted by Dr. Montgomery,

i : . k ck Hospital iy Popham’s Broadway, a dis-
pensing cabinet, which combines, to the greatest possible extent, economy of space
the medicines apg

] ‘ apparatus required in dispensing, together
with the perfect security of {hem when not required for immediate uge.

apartment marked b.b. should be used as a
Toom in which the Physician of the Ios.

(bb.) Examinah'on Room, : . .

Pital could receve, and, if nccessary, oxa-

ern-patients, Ap ¢xamination couch and

13. The Temaining portioy of the

e

e e e e e e e
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— D. should be divided into two passages, one (marked d..d.)
leadixllg: fr:fr(lwglep (;eng:;nvl;ard to the “ lavatory and latrine,” a.nd the.otlhelx; lez;du;g
he Dispensary room. In this latter passage (mefrked d.) .alnura.ths might be p a;:h
- ttaeinin a reserve stock of medicines, from which the dispensing cabinet in the
:Z;oininggroom might be, from time to. time, replenished,
16. Room E.—Central ward requul'fs no change,
ange.
o o g—l'i‘rllxtizal:'zzi?ll\;;l Otlfink,gshould be allotted to the Matron, for
> ROO”; .-'—n and bath-room should be erected, as indicated on the plan.
whom a small 1g}il-'lg:hi:s apartment is il]-ventilated, and has almost invariably been
o fooﬁ-oo.m for native clothing, i)edding, wine, and malt liquor, &e., &c:,
used oo o ore'll ow be under the distinct care and control of the Matron, who is
2l of which ':;)11 Iflor their safe custody. It should be retained for the same purpose,
to b(? rep o vide perfect security for stores, the door opening into it, f‘rom
and m.o?d.e r o pr; E, should be either barred or furnished with fixed venetians,
thf:i adjggtl:ign Z:(:theé, as indicated in the plan, to provide a small room h, h, for the
andap

Natn;) nu!:;:,:ds I and K.—Wards 1. and K. require n? clfange. .
. Room L.—In order to secure the perfect ventilation of 'thls zfpartment, a

21 . oomh ' 1d be made, guarded with wire-netting, both in this room and
large opening shou ventila;:ing tubes should be condicted from the ceiling to the
apartment A. Square to carry off any foul air generated in the apartment ; t!:e
zoof of the houss sotasto effect this can be settled by the Sanitary Commissioner in
detaiidn?;:;zie$§;l ihe Engineering Member of this Committee,
com

2. VERANDAs.—A large arcaded veranda .exists at the end of ward E, and
.2 . ss is afforded to persons sleeping in wards C. I, end K. The wood-
b i ent existing next to ward K., should be extended along the end
e;'l verania’sitazr:z protect the ventilating opening in the latter apartment.
of room L,

23. T have previously recommended the er.ection of a wooden veranda along
A and B. to protect them from sun and rain. .
TOOTRS £ FLoor—Rooms 0. and ¥.—The staircase being removed and the
24. UPP:Rth:Z(;ternal end of these apartments should be filled with square
floor mado flus ] kwork, set at a slight angle, so as to exclude rain and supervision
shaped open brickw llo,w of the access of the sweeper to these rooms, and of the
from without. To ta ide of them, a light staircase should be erected, which can be
waterman t? the OudSIb Captain Goddard) at a slight expense ; these rooms shoyld
done (I_ am lnf?rmtir eeyself-acting dry-earth commodes, for which plans will be fur-
be furn;;s helc)lrwllyi}:)nt001nel*y. A shower bath and two reclining baths (one portable)
. ) g
:}1;1:33 bZ provided for each bath-room. . : Iated o
. V. and .—These apartments, which are the least We} -ventilated o
95. Rooms floor, should e divided (as should room D. below stairs) by a sheet-
all on th? .up pex: fee; in height, and painted of some light and pleasing colour, and
iron partition, Slxli(rht Woo d:n framework, The sections marked V V.andr. r.
8PP ;);tke)g gt);es u; with a row of basins and a dressing table, together with pegs for
;};:;ing cloths, towel stands, &c &e.
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6. DiniNg AND RECREATION Rooy.—The other wards will require no change, but
we recommend that room T. should be furnished as a dining and recreation-room

for European and Eurasian patients. Sunshades should be put over windows in
ward P. and ward Q.

27. Specian Wagp— Ward N—We would recommend that ward N. should be
employed as a special ward, either for cases of unusual

being willing to pay, might require an unusual amount
tion ; we would, therefore, recommend that it be su
plete, and a self-acting earth commode, &e., &e.

severity, or for persons who,
and character of accommoda-
pplied with dressing table, com-

28. Ovur-Orrices.—One of the out-buildings of this Institution is small and de-
tached, containing three small apartments ; thig building is situated withina few
yards of the Hospital, and should be utilized, we cousider, as affording room for two
earth closet-seats and two bathsor bathing tubs (in separate apartments) for Europeans.

29. Ovur-Orrices.—The other out-buildings constitute a group of rooms which
could be easily utilized for Hospital purposes, as cook-room for Europeans, and one
for Natives, latrine for Native fomale patients, latrine for Native servants, bathing
rooms for Natives, Dead-house, Conicopillay’s

stores, wood godown, &e., &e.
30. Deap-House.—The several rooms,

contained in the foregoing detailed list,
are at present used as there indicated ; the on

’ ly room requiring alteration is the cook-
room, which is dark and ill-ventilated. It m

1t must, however, be admitted that the use, as
a Dead-house, of any apartment under.the same roof as g

. cook-house is, on sanitary
grounds, undesirable ; and the Committes would strongly recommend that a dead-
house of temporary construction should be erected in th,

: e, compound, in some situa-
tion to be approved by me and the Sanitary Commissioner

31. Contagious Warps.—~In a former re

port I stated that these out-buildings
could be madeinto excellent wards for women s

uffering from contagious diseases not

of a venereal character;but on re-consider-
id letter, dated 11th Novomber 1867, in Proceedings 1 . . .
VIo(? Government, dated 20th November 167, No, 1502, 8tion I am of opinion that not only is

there ample demand for all existing build-
ings, but that also it would be far preferable to erecta shed containing two or three
wards for contagious cases in the open compound, where they could be placed to

leeward of, and sufficiently removed from, the general wards of the Hospital,

82.  Classes of patients where accommodated.—The wards will be allotted to Na-
tive patients on the lower floor, and to European and Eurasian patients on the
upper floor, exclusive of the number to be accommodated in

wards for contagious
diseases, and the special ward N,

recommended in paragraph 27 of this letter,
33. The Committee are further of opinion that it would be desirable to remove
from the present Vepery Dispensary (when used as an “ [
children” the Exterio Department, ang that out-patients shoul
Institution, more centrically situated than the Hospital. This
I propose to address Government, at an early date, in a sep

34. In conclusion, I respectfull
the alterations in the present buildin
tagious wards,

ospital for women and
d be secn at a separato
18 & subject upon which
arate communication.

y solicit the early sanction of Government for

g, and the erection of the Dead-house and Con-
recommended in paragraphs 30 and 31 of this letter.

Pro dings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
P"“‘f“ | 23rd January 1869.

” rrere0N, 23rd Januery 1869, No. 100. rtment

No. 129. + o lotter the Inspector General, Indian Medical Depa;ication,
In the forego;lg eveial alterations and repairs, which, after comm‘;le would

Sublmi:s IISl d?:::lytc(:nzgmissibner and the Executive Engineer of the nangs,

with theSan

. it to the purposes of a
Dispensary, to adapt 1
be made to the late Vepery 0B
propose to

. .children. . . ‘th the
Hospita, ™ Wo“;: nr:tr'::n: will not, it is observed, interfere materially wi
9 These alte

. iven his assent
of the building as a dwelling-house, and.as the lant.ilgl dﬁltl;as gt }
aoler e P : . out.

charas 'J'G exnment sanction their being af once ca.r‘ne description as a Dead-

thereto, the Grov tion of a detached building of a tempoxar.y ]e P o

" 3. The erec - ¢ ¢ tiled sheds, is also sane X
i ds in the form o . ¢ for

house, andlof contag:;la:l}lrso‘:g;s will beissued in the Public Works Departmen
4, The neces

lated.
i the work now contemplat . 5 and 27
the ear]yrexcc:f:::o?fthe description specified in paragraphs 13, 13, 24, 25, an
5. Furm i

will be supplied
¢. 'Tho extension 0

posed, 32 appfovedt-' on of opening a Dispensary for out-patients will be considered Dy -
7. The questt

£ the further report promised by the Inspgctor General.
(True Extract). :

£ the lease of the building for one year on the terms pro-

Gloyernment on the receipt o
-1

. R. S. ELLIS,
’ - Chief Secretary.

th» Inspnetor General, Indian Me.dical Department.
Tot Pablic Works Department, with two plans.
Sanitary Commissioner.
Barrack Master.
Accountant General.
Fxaminer of Claims.
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gxd, J. Wright.
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