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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
~ 17th July 1869.

oy

No. 131. Read the following letter from the Sanitary Commissioner for Madras,
"7 o the Chief Sccretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras,
8th July 1869, No. 2575.

I have the honcur to forward, herewith, for submission to Government, the
accompanying reports on the mortality in the districts of the Madras Presidency
during the fours tnarter of 1868, contrasied with that-cl 1867, and on the vital
statistics inthe city of dMadras during ihe first quarter of 1869, '

No. 132, ORDER THEREON, 17th July 1869, No. 994.

The Government have learnt with much satisfaction”from the foregoing report
that the health of the population of Madras, during the first quarter of 1869, has
been exceptionally good. The report shows a diminution of mortality from all
diseases in the “ special” class during this period as compared with the first quar

ter of 1868, and the average of the nine years 1860-8 ; and the total absence of
cholera is a fact spocially deserving of notice.

* 9 The Governmentregret that the working of the recently introduced system
of registtations of births and deaths is not yet satisfactory ; but refrain from detailed -

vemarks pending the receipt of the report upon the subject which the Sanitary
Commissioner states he 15 about to submit to the Municipal Commissioners. The

Sanitary Commissioner is requested to furnish Government with a:copy of this report
when issued.

(True: Extract).

Actg, Secy, to Qovt,

To the Sanitary Comnassioner.
» Inspector General of the Indian Medical Department. _
,y President of the Municipal Commission for the Town of Madras,

Bz 0. Wight,
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VITAL STATISTICS OF THE CITY OF MADRAS.

FOR THE

FIRST QUARTER OF 1869.

Under the above title of Vital Statistics, I have now to commence a new
series of Reports regarding the state of public health in this city as regards
actual nfortality and the number of births registered during the past quarter.

That these reports should be more comprehensive in their character than
those accompanying the former Records of * Deaths in Madras” from 1855 to 1868
inclusive, is due to the following clauses of the Madras Municipal Act (No. IX. of
1867) being now fully brought into force, and being henceforward binding upon
the Inhabitants of the city. ‘

218. “The Commissioners shall keep in their office a Register of all Births
. ﬁﬁgl’éii“i‘}“ﬁﬂﬁ’fﬁﬁﬁ and Dea,ths: in the Town, and for this purpose they shall divide
Deaths, and appoint Re. the Town into such and so many Districts as they shall think
gistrars. . fit, and for every such District, they shall appoint a person to

be Registrar of Births and Deaths within such District.

219. “ Every Registrar shall reside within the District of which he is Regis-
' Every Registrartolive  U'aT, and shall cause his name, with the addition of Registrar
et s aan. of Births and Deaths for the District for which he shall be so
od, &c. appointed, to be placed in some conspicuous place on or near
the outer door of his own dwelling house ; and the Commissioners shall cause to
be printed and published, a list containing the name and place of abode of

every Registrar of Births and Deaths in the Town.

220. “The Commissioners shall cause to be prepared and printed a sufficient

. number of Register Books for making entries of all Births and

Re(;?:sen:lﬁgglg:?rgl;zg Deaths which may take place in the Town, according to the

and numbered. forms prescribed in Schedules K. and L. to this Act annexed,

and the pages of such book shall be numbéred progressively from the beginning
50 the end.

221. ¢ Every Registrar shall inform himself carefully of every birth and of
every death which shall happen in his District after this Act
comes into operation, and shall learn and register, as soon as
conveniently may be after the event, without fee or reward,
the particulars required to be registered, according to the forms in the said
Schedules K. and L., respectively, touching every such birth and every such death,
as the case may be, which shall not have been already registered, every such
entry being made in order from the beginning to the end of the book.

Registrar to inform
himself of, and Register
Births and Deaths.
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DIAGRAM SHOWING THE METEOROLOGICAL GONDITION OF MADRAS
' DURING THE 137 QUARTER

1869
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The rmeary weekily Meteorologieal elernents are plotledd oy the perpendicilar lines. The dotled wave lines
show birmonlhly average {ortwenly yeurs from observalions kep ak theMadras Observalory.

DAAWN OGN TRANSFER BY VVARDARAJA NOODELY .OFFICE OF SANITARY cwnils;ouu.
LITHE BY R.J. BALDREY GOVY LITH® PRESS FORT 5T CiORGE MADRAS MAY 1869
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This total failure of rain, combined with the excessive heat prevailing dv
the quarter told considerably upon the city and itsinhabitants, Water has bec
& crying want throughout Madras, and tho water, obtainable from the few sor
of supply is so brackish and turbid that it is almost unfit for drinking purp
and the use of it must, as a matter of course, be dangerous to health, I
drought continues to prevail, and no moasures be adopted to avert the evils
may arise from such unusual weather, famine and pestilence may be the co
quence, and the constitutions of the people may become so enervated as to
dispose them to attacks of sickness. Many may then fall vietims should
epidemic break out, as must naturally be expected from an Impure soil suc
that of Madras. Partial rain would under such circumstances probably induce
appearance of epidemic disease.

Howarp B. MoNTeoMERY, M. D.

Secretary Sanitary Commissioner,
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