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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
15th August 1868.

Read the following :—
No.114.  Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India, to
His Excellency the Riglit Honorable the Governor General of India in
Council ; dated India Office, London, 18th June 1868, No. 111, (Public.)

In continuation of my Despatch of the 11th of March last, No. 57, 1 forward
herewith, for the information of your

® 20th May 1868. . .
+ 14th May 1868, No. 33. Excellency in Council, a copy of a letter®
| 1uth May 18ss. from the Foreign Office, enclosing a
Despatcht from Her Majesty's Chargé d’ Affaires at Copenhagen, together with a
note} from the Danish Minister for Foreign Affairs, rggpecting the return to
India, from the Island of 8t. Croix, of the coolies whose contract for service in that
Island would expire in the present month. Your Government will perceive from
this correspondence that these Indian immigrants had no reason to fear that any
obstacles would be placed in the way of their return to India, and that, on the con-
trary, all steps would be taken by the Governor of St. Croix, with a vie® to their

conveyance to Calcutta under the requisite conditions.

From E. C. EGERTON, Isq., to the Under Secretary of State for India ; dated Foreign Office,
26th May 1868. ‘

With reference to my letter of the 27th of February last, T am directed by Lord Stanley to

transmit to you, to be laid before Sir Stafford

§ No. 33. Northcote, copy of a Despatch§ from Her

Majesty’s Chargé d' Affaires at Copenhagen, enclos-

ing a note from the Danish Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating that arrangements have been

made for the return to India, from St. Croix, of the coolies whose contract for service in that

Island expires this year. The Despatch from the Indian Government, enclosed in your letter of

the 21st instant, referred to the contingency of the sale of St. Croix to the United States, and the

information as to the treatment of the coolies was applied for in the supposition of such a sale

being in contemplation ; but, though the rumour of the transfer appears to be without foundation,

Lord Stanley considers that it may be interesting to the Indian Government to learn that the

Danish Government are acting in good faith as regards the return of the coolies to®their native
land.

From G. STRACHEY, Esq., to Lord STANLEY ; dated Copenhagen, 14th May 1868, No. 33.

Referring to your Lordship’s Despatch, No. 7, of February 27th, I have the honor to enclose a
copy of a note which Count Frijs had addressed to me on the subject of the coolies in the Island
of St. Croix. Your Lordship will perceive that, according,io the Count’s assurances, no difficulty
need be expected on account of resistance, on the part of the planters, to the discharge of the
coolies at the expiration of their engagement. The Governor of 8t. Croix has, it seems, already
taken the matter into his own hands, having made the due arrangements for the return of the
coolies to Calcutta.

From the COUNT FRIJS, to G. Strachey, Esq. ; dated Copenhague, le 12 Maj 1868,

I n me referant a l'office que vous m’avez bien voulu m’adresser en date du 24 Fevrier dernjer
il .m’est agreable de pouvoir vous informer que, d'apres les renscignements que mon collégye l;
ministre de 1'intérieur, sur ma demande, s'est fait soumettre par les autorités du Roj a I'fle de’St
Croix au suject de I’affaire dont il est question dans votre office, los coolies qui au moig ge Jui .
1863 ont quitte les possessions anglaises aux Indes Orientales pour sc rendre a la dite y
pas la moindre raison de craindre que les planteurs, au service desquels ils travaillent,

obstacle au stricte accomplissement des dispositions que conticnnent les contrats rels
leur rapatricment.
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D'aprés ces contrats, les coolies peuvent exiger qu’a I'expiration des cing ans pour lesquels
ils s¢ sont engages, donc au mois prochain, ils soient transportés a Calcutta conformément ayy
stipulations des contrats et aux régles qui, a I'égard de tels transports, sont observées par les
authorites des colonies anglaises aux Indes Occidentales, et ¢’est pour faire cesser sur co point
toute incertitude chez les coolies, que déja au mois de Mars dernier le Gouverneur du Roi a St.
Croix a fait réunir les coolies devant 1'inspecteur de Pimmigration et le cons
leur donner occasion de déclarer g'ils desirent repartir pour leur
s'ils sont disposés a renouveler les contra ts avec leurs patrons. La grande majoriteé des coolies,
le nombre total sauf une vingtaine de personnes, ayant demande d’étre ramenés a Caleutta g
Al'expiration du terme fixé dans les contrats, le Gouverncur du Roi a incessamment fait deg
démarches pour que le transport des coolies a Calcutta puisse avoir lieu dans leg conditiong
raquises. .

ul Britannique afin de
pays natal an mois prochain, ou

No. 3148.

Cepy, together with a copy of the Despateh from Se
dated the 1!th March 1868, and of the Despatch to Sceretary of State, No. 3, dated
6th Januar® 1868, forwarded to the Government of Fort Suint George for informg.
tion, in continuation of communication hence, No. 1095, dated the 17t February
1863. '

cretary of State, No. 57,

By Order oftilo Governor General in Couneil.

ITome DerarTM™ENT, PUBLIC, (Signed) A. P. 11OV ELL,
Stmra, 2984 July 1868, Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.

Despateh from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for Indin, tn ILia Pxeolleasy the Righ
Honorable the Governor General of Indta in Council ; dated India Office, London, 11tk
March 1868, No. 57, (Public.)

I have to inform you that I communicated to Ier Majesty’s Secrctary of State fo
Aflairs the letter from your Excellency in Council, dated the Gth of January last, No. 3, relative
to the sale of the Danish West India Islands to the Government of the United Siates of America,
in connection with the emigration of natives of India to the Island of St. Croix. Lord Stanley
has stated, in reply, that that Island was not included in the arrangement referred to, but stjl}
forms an appanage of the Crown of Denmark, the Island of St Thomas aud St. John’g only, so
far as is known in this country, having been ceded to the United States.

—

r Foreign

From the Government of India, to the Sceretary of State for India, dated 6th January 1868,
No. 3.

It has been brought to the notice of Ilis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief that it has
been publicly stated, and apparcently on good foundation, that the Dauish West India Islands
have been sold to the Government of the United States of America.

2. The cmigration of natives of India to one of these Islands (St. Croix) has been authoris-
ed, as you are aware, by Act VII. of 1863
and the Notification of the Government of
India, datcd the 17th February of that year.* The terms and conditions on which such emigra-

tion was legalised, were communicated to ug

*#Public Proceedings, 17th February 1863, No. 37.

Tublic, No. 1 Oftlfgg,; ds:ifdgi:‘h']ﬁg:ﬁ:{' in Sir Charles Wood's Despatches noted on the
No. 66 of 1862, dated 7 Rust.

No. 83 of 1862, dated 13ih November. margin.’[

3. We shall feel obliged by your informing us whether thf} report of the sale of the Is]a.nds
i g nd if so, what arrangements, if any, have been made with the Government of'the United
oo 1 t, tment of the coolies now on the Island. We further beg to be informed of
Sl: atels . troe tolfelI:xc'a\Iijesfy’s Government, and of that of the United States, as to the continuaneo
the plecasu A ’

»

3

of emigration to St Croix for the futurc.

Proceedings of the Mady

as Government, Public Department,
15th August 1868.

No. 115. ORDER THEREON, 15th August 1868, No. 0.7. .
Communicated to the Protector of Emigrants, in continuation of G. O. of the
11th March 1863, No. 271,

(True Extract).

Chisf Secretary.

To the Protestor of fimigrants,

Fxi. . Tallach



No. 3, dated 6th January 1868.

From—The Government of India,
To—The Secretary of State for India.

It has been brought to the notice of His Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief that it has been publicly stated, and apparently on good foundation, that
the Danish West India Islands have been sold to the Government of the
United States of America.

2. The emigration of natives of India to one of these Islands (St.

. . Croix) has been authorised, as you are

* Publio Proocedings, 17th February 1863, No. 37. aware, by Act VII. of 1863, and the
Notification of the Government of India, dated the 17th February of that
year.* The terms and conditions on which

# Pablic, No. 1 of 1862, dated 9th January. such emigration was legalised, were com-
. gg:geégffigggj Sated Z;?hA}?f::xﬁber. municated to us in Sir Charles Wood’s

Despatches noted on the margin.t

3. 'We shall feel obliged by your informing us whether the report of the
sale of the Islands is true; and if S0, what arrangements, if any, have been
made with the Government of the United States as to the treatment of the
coolies now on the Island. We further beg to be informed of the pleasure of

Her Majesty’s Government, and of that of the United States, as to the conti-

nuance of emigration to 8t. Croix for the future.



Publie, Tnpia OFFICE;
No. 57. London, the 11tk March 1868.

To His Excellency the Right Honble the Governor General of India in Council.

S1r,—I have to inform you thatI communicated to Her Majesty’s Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affairs the letter from your Excellency in Council, dated
the 6th of January last, No. 3, relative to the sale of the Danish West India
Islands to the Government of the United States of America, in connection
with the emigration of natives of India to the Island of 8t. Croix. Lord Stanley
has stated, in replys that that Island was not included in the arrangement
referred to, but still forms an appanage of the Crown of Denmark, the Isl-4
of St. Thomas and St. John's only, 5o far as1s gnown 1ML tuls vuuuisys RO i1
been ceded to the TUnited States. '
# 1 have, &c.s

(Signed) SraproRp H. NORTHCOTE.

.

No. 937 ,-—25-7-68.—-—12.
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Public, Inp1A OFFICE;
No. 111. London, the 18th June 1868.

To His Excellency the Right Hon’ble the Governor General of India in Council.

Sir,—In continuation of my Despatch of the 11th of March last,
* 26th May 1S68. No. 57, T forward herewith, for the information of
4 14th May 1868, No. 33. . your Excellency in Council, a copy of a letter* from

3 1zeh May 1565 the Foreign Office, enclosing a Despateht from Her
Majesty’s Chargé Q’ Affaires at Copenhagen, together with a note} from the
Danish Minister for lforeign Allairs, respeeting the return Lo India, from the
Island of St. Croix, of the coolies whose contract for sorvice in that Island
would expife in the present month. Your Government will perccive from
this correspbndence, that these Indian immigrants had no rcason to fear that
any obstacles would be placed in the way of their return to India, and that,
on the contrary, all steps would be taken by the Governor of St. Croix with

o, view to #heir conveyance to Calcutta under the requisite conditions.

I have, &e.,
(Signed) S§pa¥rrorD 1. NORTICOTE.

e —

Dated Forcign Office 26th May 1868.

From—E. C. EGERTON, Esq.,
To—The Under Secretary of State for India.

Wrrtu reference to my letter of the 27th of February last, I am directed by Lord Stanley
to transmit to you, to be laid before Sir Stafford Northcote, copy ofa pespatcln§ from
§No.33. Hor Majesty’s Chargé @’ Alfaires ab Copenhagen, enclosing a note from the Danish

Minictor for Fareien A ffairs. stgtine that arranmements have been made for the return to India,
from St. Croix, of the coolies whose contract for service 1 Wriy fplaud cxpires his yonr. The
Despatch from th Indian Government, enclosed 1n your letteWdf the 21st instant, referred
the continge v of “the sale of St. Croix to the United Stateg,fand,the 1nfo§'mat_10n as to

nﬁ’ the supposition offsuch n sale hewg n contem

{reatmont of The céolics #vas applied for in ; i «
tion; W, though the rfmour of the transfer appears to be hout, foundation, Lord Sturg
considers thab it may begnteresting to the Indian Goverfifent "o learn that the Dan
Gowernment are ackingsn good faith as regards the return the cgohes to their native land.g
o v : Ed . 4
T 7,
wif , ’/ ., No. 33, dated Copenhagen, 14th May 1868, .
J r »
i P /" ‘,'/ From—G. STRACHEY, Esq., (
;’ Vi B’ To—Lord STANLEY. L
R".EEM&NG to your_iLo‘rdship’s Despatch No. 7 of February &F#h, I have the honor to
3 ) the. subject of the coolies

il the Island of Croix. Your Lordship will perceive that, ac
of the planters, tog

amecs, no diffiulty need be expected on account of resistance, on £he paj , .
& ent. ¢ ThE Governor of St.

iclose a copy of § note which Count Firijs had addressed to me on,
% eording-to the Count’s assur-,
%. discharge of the coolies at the expiration of their engag

ix has, ibrscems, alrgady taken the matter into his own hands,(ﬁavintzgl' the duc arrange-

ents for the retgrn of*

the coolies to Calcutta. )
4§ A

- . ¥ ley‘
oy S R
* Copenhague, le 12 Mai 1868. L , ‘
prom—oount ¥ giso. o

To—G. StRACHEY, Esq.

" :"':EN me référant 2 Voffice que vous m’avez hien voulu m’adresser en date du 24 Février
dei'r\ner, il m’est agréable de pouvoir vous informer que, g les renseignements que mon
colleg'u’(i, lc ministre de Vintérieur, sur ma demande, s’es mettre par les autorités du
¢ de.St. Croix_au sujet_de Paffaire dog il cst guestion dans votre office, les coolics

w ot aniiidedaondi glaises aux Indes Oricntales pour se

indre que les planteurs, au service

mplissement des dispositions que
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Sigte, No, 3

( 2)

D’aprés ces contrats, les coolies pguvent ex.igelt qu’z‘x‘ Pexpiration des cing ans pour
lesquels ils se sont engagés, donc au mois prochain, ils soient transportés & Caleutta con-
formément aux stipulations des contrats et aux régles qui, 3 l’ggard de tels transports, sont
observées par les autorités des colonies anglaises aux Indes O.cmdentales, et c’est pour faire
cesser sur ce point toute incertitude chez les coohgs, que déjd au mois de Mars dernier le
Gouverneur du Roi & St. Croix a fait réunir les coolies devant I’inspecteur de Fimmigration
et le consul Britannique afin de leur donmer occasion de déclarer §’ils désirent repartir pour
leur pays natal au mois prochain, ou g’ils sont disposés & renouveler les contrats avec leurs
patrons. La grande majorité des coolies, le nombre total sauf une vingtaine de personnes,
ayant demandé€ d’étre ramenés & Calcutta & Pexpiration du terme fixé dans les contrats, le
Gouverneur du Roi a incessamment fait des démarches pour que le transport des coolies & Calcutta
puisse avoir lieu dans les conditions requises. :

No.3/4

Cory, together with a copy of the Despatch from Secretary of State,
No. 57, dated the 11th March 1868, and of the Despatch to Secretary of
dated 6th January 1868, forwarded to the Government of

A ,'j/,m . -~ for information, in continuation of commu-
nication heffce No. /ly 4, dated the 17th February 1863.

By Order of the Governor General in Council,

Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.

HoME DEPARTMENT,
PusLic;
. —A
Simla, the 29 July 1868.
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