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Proceedings of the Madras Govei;nment, Public Departmeni,
4[72 August 1868.

Read the follomnrr papers :— |

No. 24 TFrom the Accountant Gener al Madx ras, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George ; dated Fort Saint George, 19th June 1868, No. 80.

Book Department. .
I'havo the honor to acknowledge the recclpt of the Order of GoVernment in
the Public Department, No. 621, dated 22nd ultimo, stating that Government are not
prepared to adopt my recommendation that the members of this establishment who,
on the Ist January last, were drawing salaries of Rupzes 50 and upwards should be

sllowed to obtain promotion in due courso without being required to undergo the

Specxal Test Examination

2. The ground upon which the Guvqrnment have declined to-accede: tu my

recommendation is apparently the same as that ¢ given by the Secretary to the Com-
missioner for the Uncovenanted: Civil Service hxammatwns, namely, that I had

failed-to give any special reason why the e*:emptmn should be granted in my office

£,

alone. I beg to express my regret for this omission, and, at the same time; k"

venture to solicit a re-conmderatmn of the ordexb of- flnvcrnmenf on’ the fmlomﬂg

grounds.

not be satlsfactomly discharged except by one who Las acguired a thmouvh know-
ledge of the working of the department by a long and practical experience. For

3. Tho duties of this office are almost entnely of a techmc'd nature, and can-

instaucy, a man may havea very good thooretical knowlod"e of Buook-keeping, and

be able to pass a satisfactory examination in’all the other prescribed tests, and yet,
1 venture to say, he would be utterly unfit to take sharge of the Books of this office.
Again, a man may be an excellent Auditor, and capable of auditing the most intricate
accounts; but, unless he isat the same time thoroughly acquamted with all the rules
which ragulate the leave and allowances of Civil Othcers, he would bea very useless
Auditor in my Department. : :

4. Tt may perhaps be urged that all the Accountants in the office fit for pro-
motion ought to find no difficulty in p'lssm«r so simple an’ examination as that

presambed nor indeed would they if I counld give them the time necessary to pre-

pare for it ; but this I cannot” do, as. my estabhshment is already overworked, and
I cannot but fear that it would be precxsely those men who, having grown old in
the service, have acquired by long practical experience a thorough knowledge of
their duties, and are placed in the most’ respon51ble p03ts, who would most probably
fail at the examination. :

-5, I would further observe that this office is d1v1ded into distinct departments,
and an Assistant who may be thoroughly competent to keep the Books would be
utterly at fault if examined in the Budgot Manual, which is also one of the prescrib-
ed text books. Itis no doubt very desirable that an Assistant beforc entering
the Office should have a knowledge both of Book-keeping and of the Budget Rules,
in order that he may be employed in either department asoccasion requires; and it

was with this objeet in view, and also to exclude really incompetent men, that I

rocommended that all the junior Assistants and new comers should undergo an
examination before admission ; bu't as the office is at present constituted, it would
certainly bo productive. of: thc areatest inconvenience, and might lcad to a very
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depa‘rtmen!‘,
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grave error, if Assistants were shifted from one Department to anotlier merely to

enable them to obtain a knowledge of its duties, with a view to their passing the

Special Test Examination.
6. Moreover, my office establishment has very recently been entirely re-organ-

1zcd, 4nd is~on quite a different footing from that of any other office in the ..
Presidency, being divided into six classes, with progressive rates of pay att&chedm
each, and promotion in it does not necessarily involvo any change of dutics, but e

frequently given as veward for personal merit or proved efficiency ; and in such
cases there certainly could be no necessity for an examination, as the duties and
responsibility of the Assistant are unchanged." ’ :

7. 1beg, however, that it may not be,su[ipogéd that I am opposed to the prinei-

ples of these examinations; on the contrary, I cousider them well adapted to
increase the efficiency of our office “establishments.

"1t is only the sudden‘intro-

duction of the change, and its applicability to the senior hands of the office, who

Iank to p~motion in it asa reward for their long service and proved Ofﬁciéncy

that I deprecate. Qradually the offi=" 1l be filled with passed Assistants, and ther;

will Vieil be u0 dificuity in selecting from among them men well qualifie di to fill t'h

. higher appointments ; but, as the office is at present constituted, to declare that ne
v»maﬂ, shall be entitled to promotion I_mtil he has passed the required examinaﬁmo

“will bear very hardly on the old hands, and would, at the same tima, be pro ductiv;

of very seridas.iﬁcaﬁvéﬁence in the transaction of busineds, . -
 Referred to the 'ComuiiSSioiier for the Uucove
for his remarks. : S C »
Fort SainNt GEORGE, (Sig o
gned) C. G.
22nd June 1868. 3 ) e WALKER,

T Under» Secy. to Govi.

~.N<3. 25. From thq Sgeretary ‘to the Commissioner for the Uncoven :tea R
‘ Service Examinations, to t'héUnder;SeCrétary to Government. al?' &Td
George; dated Madras, 1st July 1868, No. 238, o ort Sam*
With reference to your docket, dated 22ud ultimo, eallin
the Commissioner for the Uncovenanted Civil Service ]:}x
the Accountant General, under date 19th idem,
~ recommending the Assistants in his office on salarics : e
la'eing ﬁxc?mpted fx.'om passing the Account Test Exam?::;ilel{‘;p:: gOPer o
Commissioner fo inform you that he cansiders the reasons’ ut f mecfied bythe
Accountant General are of considerable force, but, at the sarﬁ 11 Ol'w.ar by' t.h e
that similar reasons might be urged by the He © time, 13 of opinion

the best course, therefors, will be to exem inati
; . pt from examination th pecial cas
only in which the Accountant General may assure the Governmen:s:h:t ﬂllzlp b]?s
ublie

interests will suffer by adhering to the rules.

g for the rematj!;g;g:f

stating that Officer’s reasofis for

No. 26. ’ OrpEr THEREON, 4th August 1868, No. 933
On consideration of the forcgoing papers, the Governor in Counecil resol;'es toA

exen?pt Assistants t.amployed in the Accountant General’s Offco, ag Accountant
salaries not exceeding 75 Rupees per mensem, from passing the,test in Preeis \;r?:

R i

.. nanted Civil Service Examinaticns;.

aminations on the letter of

ads of Departments generally, and

ras

e

_b-;'ééée’zclings of the Madras Gopernment, I’ugfz'c Department,
4th August 1368,

i s ey

d to all Accountants in other offices 1n the

ing. This cxemption will be extende
o salarics do not excecd Rupees 75 per men-

Presidency and in the Provinces whos
som.
2, The Governme
for cxemption from the P
special reasons being given for this indulgence.
(True Ystract).

nt will be prepared to take into consideration applications
recis Test in behalf of cmployés n other Departments, on

Chief Secretary.

To the Accountant General.

(ommissioner for the Uneovenanted Civil Service Txaminations.
3

Ezd. J. H, Dorzs.
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PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNB{ENT.
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