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Read the follo{vi\x—g papers i— - ‘ co

No.16.  From Colonel A. FYTCHE, Chief Commissioner of British Burmah and
Agent to the Viceroy and Governor General of India, to E. C. BAYLEY,
Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, dated Rangoon, 5th May
1868, No. 206-2.

I Lave the honor to submit, with reference to your letter, No. 3862, dated 21th
Docket, No, 465, dated 4th Docerr;ber 1867, from Commis- AuguSt laSt’ paragraph 8’ letters as per
ol e, i, on bho subject of Ampovtucion of
. ' ' coolics from the Madras Coast to British

. Burmah. '
» 2. In view of the importance to DBritish Burmah of a free immigration to the
_province, I am of opinion that it would not be desirable to place such a restriction
on natives leaving the Madras Presidency as -would be imposed if the recommend-
ation of tho Recorder of Moulmein, that the pre-payment of passage money should
be made compulsory, were carried out. Such a restriction would, possibly, be as’
disadvantageous to the people of Madras as i¢ would be to this administration.
Madras, probably, as much requires an outlet for its redundant poor population as
British Burmah requires a full immigration of valuable labor. 1 think it probable
~ that generally the Madras emigrant, as stated by the Protector of Emigrants, is
“ well able to take care of himself and prevent imposition, and that the majority of
the cases spoken of by the Recorder of Moulmein as instituted in his Court ave, to
o certain extent, caused by this resistance to imposition.

*3. The system of immigration certainly, however, requires regulation. 1 Lave
no doubt that indigent natives are frequently taken on board native vesscls on the
Madras coast under false pretences that when they have sailed from the port of
embarkation they are occasionally made to sign bends, which hamper the free exere
cise of their labor for some time after they arrive in this country ; that they ar-
crowded on board unsafe ships, commanded by ignorant Nacodahs, to the great dan-
: ger of human life ; and that to ren‘der immigration to this Provinee full and safe to
the people, some check must be placed on the manner of shipping emigrants at the
Madras ports. Surveys chould also be held on the ships which convey them, and
some guarantee taken of the ability of the native commanders who navigate these
vessels.

4. The accompanying letter from tho Magistrate of Moulmein sufficiently
proves the naturc of the cngagements which the immigrants are obliged to enter
into, whereby their labor is so far hampered that, while they might be earning
Rupecs 12 or 15 per month, they are paid only Rupees 5 or 6 till the unjust demand
made upon them, under the pressure, perhaps, of short allowance of food and water
while on boardship, is paid off. The women, too, may in some cases be forced into
prostitution by the bonds they enter into. That men and women are crowded on
board unwholesome and unsafe vessels is sufficiently proved by several cases
which have arisen in the Rangoon and Moulmein Courts, wherein the Nacodahs of
the vesscls have been heavily fined for excess of passengers, in some cases exceed-
ing three times the number that they could legally carry.

5. Tn a recent conversation I have had with Lieutenant Colonel Fraser, Chief
Engincer, Pritish Burmah, on the subject of these native vessels, he informed me
that his chief object in starting the compilation of a Wreck Chart was to represent
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to Government the loss in vessels to the coasting trade of Britisli‘:India. He remem-
bers a vessel being lost on the Alguada Reef with 300 of theso Madras emigrants
on board, of whom only 14 were saved ; and from facts which ¢ k .
while Superintendent of Light-houses, he belicves that numbers
hundreds of human beings must be annually

ame to his notice,
of these vessels and
; lost in a similar fushion without
Government knowing anything about it. What was the result of the Wreck Chart?
That although reports werc received from every por{ in British India, hardly on(.a
native vessel is entered ; while nine-tenths of the wrecks which go to x’nakc u}) the
fearful list of wrecks on the British coasts are of coasting vessels. The wholel Bri-
tish Indian list of annual wrecks is made up of European and .American vessels
- which have all the appliances of modern science to assist them in avoiding danger
5t barely one native coasting vessel appears, although in many of them the ctljlie;'
- appliance used for finding position is a piece of wood with a long knotted strin
-~~~ one of the knots of which applied to the nose, and the piece of wood stretchkcd ofé
so as to subtend the angle at the eye, between the horizon and the polar s"car ives
an approximate latitude. It may be’true that comparatively few mnative Veﬂs’ul{i are
lost because they avoid going to sea in the south-west monsoon as much as ;)os;ible
but this is in itself a disadvantage to trade. On the first Wreck Chart that was subt
-~ mitted, Lieutenant Colonel Fraser had not an opportunity of drawing his own infer-
.+ ences, and it was considered of not much practical value; but it appt;ars to me that
- the practical value of the Chart is rather to be derived from what wes not in it than

" in whot anpeared. #he main result hoine that the (ia 1 '
) nr . i nlt 7 that the (Gavernment have little knowledge
“or control over the native coasting vessels and their passongers. B "

| 6. Holding, therefore, in view the importance which the Government of Indi
must place upon the free intercourse between the several parts of the British Empi a
Jin the east, and bearing in mind the extreme value to British Burmah of free i pire
- gration from Indian ports to assist in turnings the extensive waste, but natllnr;;1-
N f}'ich ground of this province into productive land, I would not :be dispo m;la y
enforce pre-payment of passage money, as thereby, moreover, we mi rhtp se ' to,
~ indigent persons from living in plenty. ' 'ght prevent
‘ 7. From the fact of native vessels bringin
‘in excess of the measurement of the vessels, and of the oppressive bonds that both

 the men and women are forced to enter into, I d
he men and won ce educe that, so immigrati
this province is concerned, the Protector of, a3y mdgration o

| than a reality. . Considering the inhospitable
‘+ several (not numerous) controlable points,

" easily givgn’i_;o rgles for the regulation of passengers in native vessel h i
~ the Bay of Bengal than on this, where the large extent of approach E}on that. eide
* its numerous inlets at the mouths of the Irrawaddy and Salween ri?. e coast, vnt-h
extremely difficult to regulate such a matter, except 'by adoptin mers, render it
the Passengers’ Act,~which might tend either to stop immigra tioi O:f:Sur_e_s under
‘poor emigrant liable to still heavier impgsition, » Or to render the
8. With these views I, with diffidence, venture to think that—
1s¢.—All native vessels should be bound to registey their passena
they leave a port, the amount of passage meye P gers before

list ; that the Agent forwarding the pass'qugn};)el')s;fe e;;t~3§r?sii:;e t:l .
. : . a4 b " Or

g over a large number of emigrants

nature of the Madras coast, exeept at

R
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Emigrants at Madras is more a name

effect might, in my opinion, be more .

| T

" thiey can read and writo their language and come to the country with some’ mesas of their ow
?.":‘.:,Thgzsejmﬁ?’éa‘y"‘t\hei;r‘pqssage ‘money at once ; they are too knowing to be 1mp0 apon, and

""" The Coringa men, or the Gentoos who speak the Tellinga or Teloogoo _lq.ngtidge,“fééy forar

“ work their passage, and aré gencrally well treated by their countrymen—the owners of the ships

: .;)f, are the poor ry ots, or coolies and cultivators, the grass-cutters, the gharry-drivers, and the
. women. - o i
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the payment of such passage money within a ccrtain period ; and the
- Master of the vessel bound to produce his list of passengers at the first
port of arrival. . ' : .
2nd.—That any bond for passage moncy be held as void, if entered into after
such registration.
8rd.—That heavy fincs be imposed upon any Master of vessels landing with-
out due cause any passengers, except at the port to which he'is bound,
and not reporting it to the nearest Civil or Marine Officer. '
- 4th~—That a better control over native vessels and their commanders,
"~ equipment, and crew, be exercised by Government, which might be
brought about perhaps by the introduction of the native element into
~ the several Master Attendant’s offices in the shape of a Native Deputy or
- Assistant Master Attendant ; the extra expense being met by registration,
survey and examination fees of native passengers, vessels, and their
Masters, which latter should not be allowed to take command of sea-
going vessels without certificates of proficiency. - e ’

9. Tdo not suppose that what I have suggested will meet all the difficulties
_which beset so complicated a question, or that a system of control over the mnative
“trade could at once he carried out to the full extent necessary ; but believing that
“a proper general control over the native sea-borne trade is the first step to be taken
‘to arrivé at a: free intercourse between the population bordering on the Bay of
Bengal, I give my opinion as the means whereby some degree of control might bo
obtained ; and as the development and encouragement of the native coasting trade
is a question of the greatest importance, I trust the Government of India will give
the matter their fullest consideration. ] . S ‘

From J. K. MACRAE, Esq., Magistrate of Moulmein, to Colonel D. BROWN, Commissioner of = -
' " the Tenasserim Division, British Burmah ; dated 3rd December 1867, No. 226. ' T
. 1 have the honor to submit a short report on the immigration of natives of India into British -
Burmah as called for in your Gircular docket, No, 243, dated 25th October lagt. - S
The natives of India come to different parts of British Burmah periodically ; many of these

" settle for good’, but the greater number are migratory and remain in the country from tiwo bo-four

-yeard. o o R T
i Thése ﬁa.ﬁvés drrive&‘hei”é ‘from almost all parts of India, but chiefly fr@,;yagofﬁa_.39é§i?xg’"a,’
Vizaﬁaﬁmm, ‘Negapataﬂ,,-.tmasulipatam, Chittagong, and Calcutta. The greater ﬁ“ﬁ?!)ér .vcom?
A_}{ro'm Nagore and Coringa, people of the very poorest laboring ' classes—coolies ‘a.p_d cultivators,
“what are called in India the ryot class. T
-+ From Nagore come the syccs, gharry-owners, panee-wallahs, and cooks, -and ‘the chuligh or '+

" merehant class~the bagaar tradesmen. From Coringa we have the ‘coolies; the tobancoandoil el
" “men, -the blacksmiths and bricklayers. o L e

“Those of tha better gort of these people suffer no inconvenience or. hﬂdﬂhlp ¢

- ‘tierefore, resort very little to.our Courts in respect of their passage money. . -

in which they come over. , -
" The unfortunates who are really duped, imposed upon, ill-treated, and made a convenience

toRL
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All the Coringa women, with feﬁ?xceptions. are brought, or come h;siié'for the purpose of-

prostitution ; among the Nagore women there are some who live as wives for years, but many of

them also eventually become prostifutes ; the latter classes are the people who suffer most, and who
or kerir, or passage money. Their importation

are dragged to the Courts for their kappul kelvi,
from India is carried on by 4 well orgar‘niied system of agency. : ‘
. There are three classes of men who make a trade of bringing ov
1st.—The general agents who stand responsible to the Nacodah
money of as many as they each put on board.
2ad.~The sub-agents, or touters, who go about the villages
come over to Burmah, promising them an 41 d orado of e
. return to ’vtheir.own poor villages with ample fortunes, - . , SR
3rd.—rA_.se’b of men who have been here for. some time and lay by some money for the : o
S _purpose of f‘ purchasing” thesc men and women as soon as they arrive. L B
.- The ﬂﬁl}-agenis' get a consideration for procuring as many men and women as they can induce
to 1faaVe their villages; for each person they get 8 Annas to 1 Rapee. Many of these people leave -
~ their homes with the consent of their friends, who believed the colored statements of these sub- ‘
- agents ; others influenced by. the same stories leave their homes by steslth‘and accompany the al;lf-'
agents to the place of embarkation. In such cases, lest the parents of these mnawa;s should’
- find them ont, they are kept in some house, under the sarveillance of wén wha are tmi.ned'ﬁé“ﬁ;i? :
. work, 'and who make it their business to bony up the minds of these phpr maeures thh‘na.rrations S
. of thmr fuwrc prospects and the pleasures of a gea-trip nnd,comfortablyiév‘ﬁ;é. At éhévsam'eﬁtfl;f;
n_xnoné;:‘:is sca,rc_c‘alyb alluded to, and when spoken of ig ﬂaid tobe tr?;‘)’ of Rnpees 10
neagent will pay, and which the passengers need not condern thomaclved aBant: © i -
ok g?t,mt stipulates to pay- the N acodah: something like Rupees 19 for ,'egkéhfxﬁaﬁé\i ‘

er these people — T
of the vessel for the passaj LA

ipducing the poor ryots to.
ase and gain, and 4 quicks

Jor, e&chwoman and girl, but,éhargcq for _\_'i_g}ggls;tqf‘_the_!;qrm,gf, Rupges:
ﬁ"!?;??*;‘.ﬁmd when fairly out to séa the deinde ' passcngers are made each s -
Y p’&yablc to the agent of Rupees 30 for m:n and Rupees 60 for women. " -
"9:‘@{&3“ supply of food and water is stopped till they siga. * . St

" MOMOR €he prics is not fixed, but varies with their looks ; if they be hndsomé
pwards is signed for, Hh thelr looks ; if they ba handsome.
t!t,he port of df’ﬁtil?atioxl the ship is boarded by people from the shore, th;ﬁ‘&
e Yapt, Paying to the azents the amount of passengers’ notes, and the:
P sengors frgsh ones in their ow taken

pplied to baser purpoges ;
e _. re ‘kept at work by the : } v
o e persons who land them on wages of Tupees 7
anm:;‘hngbﬂthe smount of the debt, with interest at 5 per cent. per month; hsatiﬁéﬁdf‘:‘",
Fh230n 8 %f“f'_ thf@ﬁelves. #nd can earn as coolics eight Anuas a day, or 12 Rupeet'd

%

s

<13 SIuEraats are gk at once takon of tho hands of the ageats who impart them, they 5:

: f Vg‘el,; orlanded by them and kept in gome sort of ‘restrain&- but:s
};&ﬁel:y';_procures their release. o e "., £
’m.sv{;}}%re .;ﬁthgﬁrg‘lativgs of these poor deladed people, especmﬁftﬁ
o, c-xg\;t‘;r ﬁfhgtrn;qut, and taken them baeck to their country ; but thcsd

im

o1
orduce mycl

RS

hess emiprants O . ST SR

e tﬁ::t: e?lre ewintmlly quite contented, and . by their in d,mﬁx; hecord:

966 o the bonpr - Ted 89beme of immigration wnder Government Suger
o:the benefit of thig country, and at the same time reliove ”m;‘?:’m f

4 6%,3,%""""‘.1‘8?013!11#%11. S
i t°° ihw, datgg;:'lloulmein. 4th Dceember 1867. _ L
\ : gdﬁ;lsth ;asp:z:;ary lto thcACl‘:ie{ %i“ioner, “ith rcf@mnbe to this f ‘
o L YoPwember (gt oréhor Fanant Wi bmitted on this -
Tisstoner from Tavoy and Mér@i,’f?oﬂ wil be submikied "

“ (Signed) G. FPAIPHFULL, Lieat,-Col. e
For’; Commr., Tenasserim Dt‘viail:m: %:;ish Burmah. -
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4th August 1868.

No. 2721.

Copy forwarded to the Government of Fort Saint George, with reference to -
letter thence, No. 522, dated the 27th of April last, and with a request that a report
may be submitted on the practical working of Act XXV of 1859, with the opinion
of His Excellency the Governor in Council as to whether it requires to be supple-
mented by more stringent legislation.

(By Order).
(Signed) J. GEOGHEGAN,
Under Scey. to the Govt. of India.

Home DerarTMENT,
SivMra, 2444 June 1868,

Referred to the Protector of Emigrants for report.

(Signed) C. G. WALKER,
Under Secy. to Govt.

Forr Saixt GFRORGE,
8¢h July 18G8.

No. 17. From J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Superintendent of Marine, to the Chief
Scerctary to Government, Fort Suint George ; dated Madras, 10th July
1868, No. 2412. ,

In returning the accompanying correspondence forwarded to me for report, I
have the honor to offer the following observations.

2. 1 write as Superintendent of Marine, as the Protector of Emigrants is the
officer appointed to watch over emigration to the Colonies. That to Burmah is
considered as Indian passenger traffic like that to Ceylon, and is controlled by the
Marine Department.

8. The Chicf Commissioner, British Burmah, states that although he believes
the Madras emigrant to be capable of taking care of himself and resisting imposi-
tion, the system of emigration from this Presidency requires regulation. 1IIe has no
doubt that indigent natives arc frequently taken on board native vessels under false
pretences ; that when on board they are induced to sign bonds which hamper the
free exercise of their labor ; that they are crowded on board unsafe ships command-
ed by ignorant Nacodahs ; and that to render the passage safe, ships should be survey-
ed and the nautical ability of the Nacodah ascertained before emigrants are allowed
to embark.

4. 'Bhe Chief Commissioner seems quite to ignore Act XXV of 1859, under
which all vessels have to be carefully examined as to their sea-worthiness, space
afforded for passengers, provisions, and other necessary matters, before they are
licensed to carry more than one passenger to every four tons. I forward copy of the
Government Notification and my Circular published on the Act coming into opera-
tion, and beg to express my opinion that no further steps are at present advisable.

It would, of course, be desirable to have the vessels engaged in such traffic command-

ed by men of superior qualifications, but the native secamen are hardly sufficiently
advanced for this. They arc good sailorsand have extensive local knowledge, but
that is all. But I very much doubt if these vessels—1I allude to those which have
been licensed—are lost from carclessness or incapacity more frequently than those
commanded by Europeans. Certainly many of the wrecks on the Coromandel coast
do not show British navigation in a favorable light,

5. It is very probable, as Colonel Fytche supposes, that many natives are
imposed upon by the Maistries who collect and embark them ; but I do not think
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that the evil is one of scrious dimensions. The correspondence from the different
Collectors of coast districts in this Presidency, which the Government have now
forwarded to me, shows that the system works well, and that if an intending emi-
grant is imposed upon, he is likely to seck and to obtain redress.

6. The only change required is, I think, to disallow bonds entered into on
boardship, where coercive measures can be too casily resorted to. The under-
taking of the emigrant to pay his passage money should be signed before he em-
barks, and should be drawn up on stamped paper.

7. Stress is laid on vessels bringing over a larger number of passengers than
allowed by law, and it is at once assumed that there can be no contral whatever
over their proceedings. A similar erroneous conclusion might be drawn from
vessels arriving from Burmah with passengers in excess of the legal limit. 'The
real fact is that they clear out with the number for which they are licensed, and
then take in others elsewhere ; for instead of this coast being so inhospitable as to
prevent all embarkations except at particular, points, it is in reality accessible every-
wherc during the finc season. Native vessels are known occasionally to infringe
the law when procecding from this coast, but Tam glad to say that by dint of punish-
ment by fines the over-crowding from Burmah has been materially checked.,

—

NOTIFICATION.

Fort Saint George, ——— e —
The Honorable the Governor in Council hereby notifies the following as the ports at which

vessels may embark passengers under Act No. XXV of 1859, together with the form of license
to be used on such occasions, and the proportion of provisions and water to be laid in.

Calingapatam........coeeeiivnvueeirunnnnnn, District of Ganjam.
szaga%atam ........ ¢ er enreen R, »»  of Vizagapatam.

0CANAAR . viias vvit v e .
N ArSAPOTC....veurer orsen. reerrite dereenan, } »» of Rajahmundry.
Masulipatam....... ....ooooviiirnonnone »»  of Masulipatam.
Madras . ............. T
'(zuddalore ..................................... s»  of South Arcot.
Lranquebar..................... T } £ Toni
Negapatam...... ........covreri » oblanjore,
Paumben......oooeee T '
Keelakurry........ooooeoo 070 } »  of Madura,
Tuticoreen......vvueen T
Coilnapatam... ...... ' f Ti
Coilsagarapatam....} to Ceylon only. § v of Tinnerelly.
Cochin............
Tellicherry... ... [+ reeeererinsone s of Malabar.
Mangalore,eeueuiuvee wove »  of Canara,
%‘Ihopctho:aﬁ’ ...... 1' , to Paumben,l

ootapettah... ... fanaar on the »  of Tanj
%drgmpatam.. . pEast  gide of) swore.

‘ondi... ... ... ... | Palk’s Bay only. '
Deirpatam........ . YRy } » o of Mgdura.

Provisions and water for cach adult per day.

Water.eo.oveasn..n.. 1 Imperial Gallon.
Firewood... ... ... 21bs..... e e For crew as well ag
Rice...... v ool 6 Ollucks... ... ... Passengers.
Salt .......c.lll e v 3 oz
Curry-stuff......... ...... ceerrrans 3 OZ-} For Passengers.

For each child under 10 years of age half the above allowance,

R S g e A R - TR A r A A ST P S ~ RN
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Supplies are to be laid in according to the following scale :—

Monsoon.
S.W. N.E.
To Chittagong, Arracan Coast, and Straits
From ports on the of Malacca l,)cyond Penang. 25 Days 50
Coromandel  Coast, To R T im Coast 18 40
South of Madras. "o Rangoon, Tenasscrim Coast...............
To Penang......... e e o 18 30
From ports on the (To Chittagong, Arracan Coast, Rangoon,
Coromandel Coast, < Tenasserim Coast and Penang............ ... 18 30
North of Madras. To Straits of Malacca beyond Penang... ... 25 50
From the Malabar Coast, To Galle or Colombo..........c.... ..oooiio... 30 20

The N. E. Monsoon is to be included between the 20th October and the 19th March, and the
S. W. Monsoon during the remainder of the year.

No.
License of the of which is Master, to proceed with Native
passengers from the port of to the port of
dated day of 186
e ) e ORI S = A D
2 18 [Els | |28E(5 2 g |ggls
~ gl (Sla 1B 513 (¥ [98(g|le E (S Pgle
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I hereby certify that the above-named vessel has complied with the
terms of Act of

Master Attendant or other Qfficer ckarged with
the control of Passenger Vessels.

, Collector of Sea Customs.
(By Order of the Ilonorable the Governor in Council.)

Chief Secretary.

CIRCULAR BY THE SUPERINTENDENT OF MARINE.

Instructions to Officers charged with the control of Passenger Vessels licensed under
Act XXV of 1859,

1. The Act provides that no vessel, unless licensed, shall take more than one passenger {o
every four tons of her burthen. The Master Attendant, or where no such Officer is established,
the Conservator of the Port, or if none, the principal Officer of Sea Customs there stationed, shall,
on application, survey or cause a vessel to be surveyed, and if satisfied on all points regarding her
fitness for such employment, shall prepare 4 license in the form authorized by the Honorable the
Governor in Council under date and submit the same to the Collector of
Sea Custmfs, who will attach his signature thereto if approved.
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2. The license being granted, the vesscl will be permitted to receive passengers; but 'b'cfortz
she leaves the port, her owner or commander is required, under Scetion X of the x.lct, to dclm;x"
the principal Officer of Sea Customs a duplicate list of the passengers nccordmg.; to th? Om;
annexed to the Act. 'Thislist, after recciving the counter-signature of the principal OﬁlCC‘I"(.)
Sea Customs is to be sent to the Master Attendant or other Officer above naxrfed, wl.xose du'ty it
will be to satisfy himself that the Act has been complied with as regards supplies, ﬁ'ttmgs: "wale
between decks, &c., and then, and not before, to sign the certificate attached to the license, whxc. 1
shall be sufficient authority for granting a port clearance inasmuch as relates to the Actin
question, o

3. In specifying in the license the number a vessel is to bz authorized to cnf“')'v_m“s‘d?r'
ation must be had to the number she may entertain ascrew, 4nd on the final examination before
leaving the Officer charged with the duty should satisfy himsclf that the crew has not been
inereased to the evasion of the law.

4. Tt will be the duty of the Master Attendant, or other Officer charged with the cont.rol
of Emigrant Ships, to examine all vesscls returning to ports in the Presidency of Madras which
may be suspected of contravening the 11th and 13th Scctions of this Act, and if necessary, to
bring the cases to the notice of the nearcst Magistrate.

5. At portswhere there are no controlling authorities, the principal Officer of Sca Customs
will report to the nearest Magistrate any suspected infraction of these Sections, and direct any
complaining parties as to the means to be adopted to obtain redress,

6. Collectors are requested to submit, in the form annexed, quarterly statements up to the
last days of March, June, September, and December, of the vessels which have come under the
operation of the Act within their districts.

e

Quarterly Statements of Vessels coming under the operation of Act XXV of 1869 at

the ports in the district of from the st January to 31st March 1860.
Departures.
. .
P8
g s Co
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
4th August 1868,

— e ~

R

No. 18. ' OrpER “ThEREON, 4th August 1868, No. 929.

The Government have given their best consideration to the statements con-
tained in the correspondence above recorded, and to the recommendations made by
the Chicf Commissioner of British Barmah for the protection of the natives of India
who proceed to Burmah in search of employment.

2. Colonel Fytche secems to have overlooked Act XXV of 1839, which is
carefully enforced in this Presidency ; and he is misinformed as to the character of
this co.ast which is accessible everywherce during the fine season, and thus renders
it casy for native vessels clearing out from ports with the proper number of passen-
gors foe which they are licensed fraudulently to take in additional passengers at
other points on the coast.

3. No statistics are farnished by the Chief Commissioner in support of the
statcient that many native vessels are wrecked which are never reported, but the
Superintendent of Marine, who has had much experience of this eoast, considers that
the native seamen are good sailors and have extensive local knowledge, and as
they sail at the most favorable scason of the year the paucity of wrecks may be
reasonably accounted for.

4. The Government concur in thinking that the remedy required is that
suggested by the Superintendent of Marine, and that bonds exzcuted oa board-
ship should be disallowed, and the undertaking on the part of the passenger to pay
his passage should be signed before he embarks, and bs drawn up on stamped
paper.

5. A list of these bonds might with advantage be prepared in duplicate, as is
prescribed for the list of passengers in Section 10 of Act XXV of 18359, and the
Master or Tindal would carry the copy bearing the counter-signature of the officer
of the port with him to the port in Burmah, thus affording conclusive evidence as
to the bonds which have been exccuted before the departure of the vessel.

6. These precautions are, in the opinion of the Governmen‘t, all that are neces-
sary for the protection of tho natives of India proceeding to British Burmab,

(True Extract).

Clief Secretary.

To the Master Attendant, Madras,

Exd, J. Tulloch,
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Pusric DEpARTMENT.

No. 930.

'rou

Tae Hoxoraprz R. S. ELLIS, c. B,

Chicf Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,

To

Tae SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

Home DEerPARTMINT.
SIR,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of a letter from the Chief
Commissioner of British Burmah, furnished to this Government with Mr. Under
Secretary Geoghegan's endorsement of the 24th June 1868, No. 2721, in which are-
port is called for on the practieal working of Act XXV of 1859, with the opinion of
Government as to whether it requires to be supplemented by more stringent lezis-
lation.

2. Colonel Fytche’s letter was forwarded to the Superintendent of Marine
for report, and, in now submitting his reply, I am instructed to refer the Govern-
ment of India to the accompanying Proceedings recorded by the Madras Govern-
ment, under this date, for their views on the subject.

3. Copies of the correspondence referred to in paragraph 5 of Mr. Franklin’s
letter were furnished to the Government of India, with my letter of the 27th April

last, No. 522.
I have the honor to be,

Forr SAINT GEORGE, Sir,
4th August 1868. ' Your most obedient Servant,

Chief Secretary.

Exd. J. Tulloch,
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