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“roceedings of the Madras Government, Lublic Department, S
' 17th July 1868, o

Read the following :—

No. 122.  Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India,
to his t xcellency the Right Hongrable the Governor General of India
in Council ; dated India Office, London, 14th May 1868, No. 93 (Pablic).”

I forward, herewith, for the information of your Excellency in Council, a copy
. . of a despatch addressed by the Governoz
Bt. Linciay No. 429, with asef of § enclosurss. General of the Windward Islands, on the

9th of March last, to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, enclosing a
report on the condition of Indian immigrantsin the Island of St Lugia during the
last half ot the year 1867. I also transmit a copy of the report of the Emigtatior
Board, dated the 4th ultimo, on the above named despatch and its enclosures.

P

From His Excellency Sir J. WALKER, Governor General, Windward Islands, to His Grace the
Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies ;
dated Barbadoes, 9th March 1868, No.429.

I 'have the honor to forward to your Grace a despatch from the Administrator of St. Lucia,
enclosing the Agent’s half-yearly report to the

¥o.27, dated 36th February 1808, 31st December on the condition of the Indian
' o immigrants in that Island.

2. Tt will be preceived from the returns annexed to the Immigration Agent's report that
there has been a recent considerable accession of coolie labor on the estates in the RBonseem Valley.
The Stipendiary Magistrate who visited them very lately states that the Indians are all in good
health, and looking remarkably well. : :

3. The perpetrator of the murder referred to by the Agent has since been brought to trial

and condemned to death; and I regret to say that the circumstances of the case, as they have been
1aid before me, are such as preclude me interfering with the course of the Law.

From G, M. GRANT, Esq., Administrator of St. Lucia, to His Excellency Sir J. WALKER,
Governor General, Windward Islands ; dated 26th February 1868, No. 27.

1 have ‘the honor to transmit herewith copy of the Immigration Agent’s half-yearly report
upon the coolie immigrants in this Colony, With the customary returns annexed. It is of a very
similar character to those which the satisfactory condition of these people has enabled Mr. Chad-
wick to make for some time past, and I feel that it is unnecessary for me to trouble you at any

length on the subject.

2. There are now no eoolies under indenture. A few indeed remain without certificates of
discharge, because they have still some time to make up to their employer, and who may be con-
sidered under contract ; but I am afraid they will never qualify themselves for their certificates,
as they are continually off the estate, and, when brought back, leave it again.

3. The number which bhave already registered for back passages, and what I gather of the
intention of others, lead me to anticipate that the percentage of immigrants which will leave St.
Lucia will be very much greater than has been experienced in the larger Colonies of Trinidad
and Demerara ; but it must not be supposed from this that they are not so well off here as there.
On the contrary, I believe they have advantages, both in the cheapness of this Colony and the
facility of obtaining land upon which they can rear stock and plant provisions, and even cultivate
»anes, which they do not possess in these other places. If our staple cultivation had iraren-
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- sufficiently to enable owmers of estates to engage more labor, and we had been able to continue
to introduce these people into the Culony as agricultural laborers, I do not think the desire to leave
would have been manifested so largely. But as immigration has wholly ceased to this Colony, 1

believe that many of them do not like to remain here on_that account ; and, looking to the ex-

pense which has and will have to be incurred by the Colony (and the planters),

I am not very
hopeful of the success of immigration of thiskind in small and poor Colonies.

If the coolies with-
draw themselves in considerable numbers, some estates which depend almost entirely upon their

labor will be placed in a very unfortunate position, and it is most probable that our exports mll
diminish in consequence.

4. The statistics of births and deaths are satisfactory.” The number of the former appears
to be the same in 1866 and 1867, namely 22. The deaths are one less, being 20 as against 231,
5. According to the returns of employers of coolie labor, the waizes earned have been less

than in the corresponding period of 1866—the average per head being £3-12-4 as agamut
£3- 16-75

6. From the Medical Officer’s abstract of the Hospital (Coolie Depat), 'it would ‘ap@: tb at

97 xmmlgrants were admitted during the year, which, together with 28, the number in Hospital :

at the close of 1866, gives 125 patients under treatment during 1867. Of these 104 were dis-

charged cured, and four died. The cost of provisions, clothing, and medical comforts was £282.5.0 ;

and the salaries of Medical Officer and Nurse £45, making the total expense of the Inatitntmh

£327-5-0. Besides this £43-18-4 was expended in allowances to infirm coolies who a.tone time |
were inmates of the depét. e

7. Your Excellency will observe that the Immigration Agent expects to be able ‘to g;vg

accurate information as to the number for whom it will be requisite toprovide back passages thls ‘

year by the beginning of May. Itisat present, therefore, obvxous]y unnecessary for me: to enter;
further upon this lmportant matter.

;.

From F. M. CHADWICK, Esq., Immigration Agent, to J. M. GRANT, Esq., Admmxstra,tor of
St. Lucia ; dated 25th February 1868,

I have the honor to forward, enclosed, a return of Indian immigrants in the Island for the
half-year ended the 31st December 1867. ‘

Ihave visited all the estates on which these immigrants are located twice during the half-

year, and have pleasure in being able to report

ESTATES VISITED.

Pomte, Rosean, Mort ’Or, Pern, Mount Plearant, Choe,
Union, Bonneterre, Mouchy, Marquis, Canarics, Auso
Maohaunt, Ause Mamia, Palmiste, Rubis, Pearl, L:iamond,
Soupricre, Malgretoute, Beausejour, Ja)ousxe Morne
Combarit, True Blanche, Rabot, Fonds Doox, St Remy,
Chatean Belair, Esperance, Cunion Vele, Delur, Dauphmo,
Reunion, Rerer Doree, Baluubouche, Sappb:re, Black Bay,
Tourny, Hope, Retraite, Hessource, Beauscjour, Pointe
Table, Belle Vue, St. Urbin, Canelle, Volet, Tronmazse,
and Fonds.

their health and condition as being most satis-
factory throughout the Island. Very few cases
of illness, and those of a very slight nature,
appeared among them at the time of my visits.
They are fully and regularly employed and paid
as when under indenture—men one shillingrper

day, and woman ten pence. They have settled in

large numbers o2 some estates as shown by the returns ; and, although many of them continue to

I
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change from one estate to another, yet they are’ not 80 mxgratory in their habm as when ﬁrst K
" releaged from contract. - :

There are thirteen births and ten deaths on estates durmg tho half-yea.t u ‘gshown by tho
. return, one death in Jail and ond in depot makmg a total of ﬂrelve deaths :—Gunmesh, on the

‘“ Pointe" Estabe of consnmptwn 'Dossy, A fema.le, on ‘¢ Malgretoute"—— was very old, and deaf
and dumb ; Ghoorum on ** Margquis”, of phthmla——had been several mouths in’ depot ® boy two "
years old on *¢ Jalousie ;”’ an infant five days after birth *¢ Union Vale ,"’ Kadan on ** Belle Vue, )
of epileptic fits—was much addicted to drink ; Cheetoo on ** Mount Pleasant,” of consnmptxon an
old man, *Fonds ;" a female child on «“ Fonds Donx ;" ‘Gungapandi, suddenly in Jail ; a malo'
child in depot ; and Tuckhea, a female, who I regret to have to-report was the vistim of a most
diabolical ‘murder perpetrated on the ¢ Hope Estate on the - 19th December last, with wlneh.

crime the lmsband of the deceased is chalged and remains in Jail mmemg trial.

The return shows the number “vesident on ‘each estate ' the c)ose of last half-year, ahd the ,
resident on each on the 31st December ; that the adulf.s 881 in number, performed durmg tho:

half Year 65:340 daye’ ‘work, and earned and recewed the sum  of £3,187-14-3, being an average-
of 74 days ‘work, and £3-12-4 each, ‘which is oonslderably loss than the. average of the prevxons'

4

half year omg 0 its being the :ainy md growmg season, when they do not work qmte 8o regu- .

 Tor elight offenves.

A 'l‘he depot for sxck and mﬁrm ooohes ma subsiantml. clean, a.nd well venhlaﬁed btuldmg,

r <

in, vI;ieh the greatest care is taken , of thie" inmates ; ; they “are. regulu‘[y visited by the Medical
Oﬁqct ‘and provided with good beds, clbﬁhmg, food, ‘medicines, s and medxcal comforts. 'l‘hero

..'erg 19, imnntes on the 31st Decembor, and seven infirm and blind Teceive allowances in hen of S
: mamta;xmce therein from me weakly Only oue - doath ocemed in ﬂm Ineexmtzon ﬂurmg thg -

halfayesr

.:‘ g

Q'lm'”acommtted to Tail, durmg the half-year, and all mth the excepuon of Ingroo for .

Up to date I have regmtered 95 tpphmts frém the Slups Palmyra snd Vzcto‘r Emm:muel, o _
for baok passages to India, and rewml from them tbenontﬁt ‘money, . a,nd 127 have' np to date - |
reeened bounty to the amoutit of &878 in Tieu of retnm mes. 5 4 hsve 41 appheant& fzegu-. ,

ter«!‘”: bo are ‘58 Yot uawd, and thoy a.re dmly spplymg in consxderabh nnmbera both far-

bounty and back passages, and from what 1 can learn up to ‘the yreseni, 1 am of opmmn that»’
' about ‘two-thirds- of them-will Temain in, the-Taland, dnd. ono -third yﬂi rot\u-n o Imiia T8 i is.

quite impossible’ to state with anyﬂmtg l‘ke accuracy at preaent, ’bntl hope to be able about the
closeofthemnntb of Apr’loreai-lymMaynext., S ‘ o :

Of the coohea by the Francis Ridley who reoaxved bonnty, elght have appﬁed to me'

for hoemee, and have lefs the Island for Trinidad, and I have renson to beliove some more wxll go o

by next mail.

T have received no returns from the * Reunion” and ** Balunbouche"” estates, and I i)urposo

proceeding against the proprietors for the penalty thus in¢urred, o
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¥ e e e e e A e = e e e A e e e A g M S SN S o e b 8 P AR e e M MR A N e Pt
) RECAPITULATION.
] Total return on estates... .. Li121
E Tn depot 31st December... 19
| In Jail... - .12
= {3 3 L Deaths in depot and Jail during half-year... 9
2 2 E K i Infirm and blind (receiving allowances)... 7
g g g3 ' Interpreter and family... 5
= = g~ On Vicille Ville... 2
: S In Lunatic Asylum... ~ 1
3 ) In yards... e 1
: I , On Cocoanuts estate  #... 1
3 a s - 3 Non-resident on estates and not returned... 38
s 5 £ = & % e 9 Ba, ’ 3
: 5 P F 52 P EFoBzizfo|g ' , : Total... 1,209
A f . 248 A3 FZA ERIE: | | .
~ M 22N R2RAAST 2 AB S 20 NT T St Al 23 .
§ & i & 4 o @ : wa g;g;: Total in Colony 31st December 1867... 1,207 -
. ] ook ’ A o W - .
:‘;’ A A H_ .§_ = g3 55 Ss3%S (Signed) F.M.CHADWICK,
AR A A N S AN A I A A . N
2 : : Py iiiiiiil . 6s. - Immigration Agent.
3 25th February 18 ,
15 ————
a prtiriiiiiyiiiiiiiiiiiiig s From T. W. C. MURDOCH, Esq., Chairman of the Board of Emigration, to Sir F. ROGERS,
=2 i K 5 Bart , Under Secretary of State for the Colonies ; dated 4th April 1868.
cg g ;ﬁ ks §§ y 9 £ ;,'? N J I have to acknowledge your letter of 1st instant, with( a despatch from the Governor of the
- E 5 i £53 P2 g4 g 2 Windward Islands, enclosing the reports of
—— 4 — o Ry T -8 - » . »
- “ A g raRzan :g--g'g FRERIRIZ o@oBD No. 429, dated;9th March. the Administrator of St. Lucia and the Immi-
- = B = T e da @ ~ . . . . c» >
& Eg AETEEYEY :fé‘; rzaz2zns ;*2232:&:,% gration Agent on the condition of the Indian immigrants in that Island during the six months
=) ~ I Rt
g Fg 9 83 ;Eé 5; ’?; .ending 31st December last. _ ’ .
E R Ee e LLLLLEE LT EEES-t 1 2. i sppears from the returns which accompany tho Agent’s xeport fhat fhe mumber of
3 ¥ PR ER R | : Indians in the Island on 31st December last was 1207, of whom 1121 were on estates.
= § - The number of deaths during the half-year had been 12, or rathex: less than one per cent.
5 '3 PR .\ Piigrrazazaafaffinas The number of days’ work performed was equal to an average of 74 in the quarter for each
8 2 &~ B2z H 5 5 laborer, and the wages earned to £3-12-4. ) .
o - - E g5 i £ dians still under indenture are a fow who are making up time lost by deser-
3 h-..-.-:g 22 o:::::ga:'- 3. TheonlyIn ans . .
A 2 = E’: i :§‘§ R 2255 2 T tion or illegal absence. Of the number entitled to back passages, 95 have already registered
"!g ) £2882959558:8 ?5 ESSS958388855%% g their names and paid their outfit money, and 127 have received bounty in liew of 'passa'g.e. Many
q:g: { — e R TR T e - R b more are daily coming in, and the Immigratio.n Agent calculif.tt?s that about .tWO-thll‘ds will remain
S| S SR R R R ;. in St. Lucia, and one-third will return to India. Th? Admmxstr::\.tor s-a.ttrﬁ)l'ltc.es the large pro-
=213 L ‘ portion of those who desire to go back as co.mP{“'ed with ﬂfe Indians in Trinidad and ]??ltmh
r§ = i T TTTmmm T o Guiana to the non-continuance of immigration into St. Lucia 5 and he ."Pprehends. much 1ncon-
D N N ‘ venienco to many estates which depend almost wholly on Indian labor if the Tndigns withdraw
& : | themselves in considerable numbers. . o ) _ )
§ § f SRR S A P T . 4. The 1'8?0“’ go far as rega.rds the condition of the 1mm1grants, 18 entlrely satisfac-
o %, 2 ........... é A A T O TN A ‘ tory, but it daes not ]‘equire any action on the part of the Secretary of State.
1y | @ .
g i N ;% ----------- ;::’ '.§§‘ .‘ . - N0c 2672-
E E s ? % """"" EEEEN S Copy forwarded to the Government of Madras.
EE..E"‘“E%.E%%:::::::: ?'g?’g§'§ By Order,
=" T4 @A ~0S & 7o e . ) ]
T T A A Home DeparTiext, PUBLIC, (Signed) J. T. WHEELER,
99nd June 1868. ' For Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.
e .
v SR PR i i P iPEiiiiiiitiiiiiiiqoi e ORDER THEREON, 17th July 1868, No. 867.
4 O3, NO. 1230 K b
g - Forwarded to the Protector of Emigrants.
"1 o 5 L2 e E o
3.z 8. 2. 28i ' b (True Extract.)
wo . S5 32 g P _g=nh§g~§,fa,9 ae L . . )
SO E PR L EH S EE TR P & R. §. ELLIS,
« & = 2 = E. & = a o o ot Pl ey ,
i §§i§§£%§i§m£§é£§§€h3wirf,ﬁﬁé’ﬁﬁﬁg‘ . Chief Sccretary.
£ ) STARSASRRASSARIRENRR To the Protector of Emigrants.
' Xzd, J. H. Barns. '
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India Office ;
London, 14th May 1868.
ublie,
No. 93.

To His Excellency the Right Hon’ble the GOVERNOR
GENERAL of India in Council.

SIR,

I FORWARD herewith, for the information of your

. N P Txeellency in Council, a copy of

St Locis, No. 428, wit € 3¢t o0 enclosures, a Despatgh addressed byl ythe

Governor General of the Windward Islands, on the 9th of March

last, to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, enclosing a

Report on the condition of Indian immigrants in the Island of St.

Lucia during the last half of the year 1867. 1 also transmit a copy

of the Report of the Emigration Board, dated the 4th ultimo, on the
above named Despatch and its enclosures.

I have, &c.,
STAFFORD H. NORTHCOTE.

From His Excellency Sir J. Watkee, Governor General, Windward Islands, fo H.
Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos,—No. 429, dated Barbados,
the 9th March 1563,
I uave the honor to forward t}J your Grace a Despatch from the Administrator
of St. Lucia enclosing the Agent’s half-yearly
v 26th February 1868. sing g
No. 27, dated 26th ¢ m,“:) report to the 31st December on the condition of
the Indian immigrants in that Island.
2. 1t will be perccived from the returns annexed to the Immigration Agent’s
here has heen a recent cor:'sxder:;brle aceession of coolic labor on the estates
> At candiawer Maictrata wha wicited the v latel
states that the Indians are all in good health, and looking l'emar‘k’;{my 1\::1“.\1«11 v latelv
3. The perpetrator of the murder referred to by the Agent has since been
brouzht to trial and condemned to death, and I regret to say that the circum-
stances of the case as they have been laid before me are such as preclude me inter-
fering with the course of the Law.

report that t
illtl? ,t

Areswer. .

From G. M. GraxT, Esquire, Administrator of St. Lucia, to His Excellency Sir J.
WaLkER, Governor General, Windward Islands,—No. 27, dated the 26th
February 1868,

I 1avEe the honor to transmit herewith copy of the Immigration Agent’s
half-yearly report upon the coolie immigrants in this Colony with the customary
returns annexed. It is of a very similar character to those which the satisfactory
condition of these pcople has enabled Mr. Chadwick to make for some time past,
and T feel that it is uunecessary for me to trouble you at any fength on the subjeect.

9. There are now no coolies under indeuture. A few indeed remain without
certificates of discharge, because they have still some time to make up to thetr
employer, and who may be considered” under contract: but I am afraid they will

never qualify themselves for their cortiicates as they are continually off the estate,

aud, when broughe back, leave it again,

3 The number which have already registered for hack passages, and what
I gather of the intention of others, lead me to anticipate that the percentage of
immigrants which will leave St. Lucin will be very much greater than has been
experienced in the larger Colonies of Trinidad and Demerara ; but it must not be
supposed, from this, that they are not so well off here as there. On the contrary,
1 believe they have advantages, both in the cheapness of this colony and the
facility of obtaining land upon which they can rear stock and plant provisions,
and even cultivate canes, which they do not possess in these other places. It
our staple cultivation had increased sufficiently to enable owners of estates to
engage more labor, and we had been able to continue to introduce these
people into the Colony as agricultural laborers, I do not think the desire to leave
would have been manifested so largely. But as immigration has wholly ceased to



i

%

(2) (3)

this Colony, I believe that many of them do not like to remain here on that

account ; and, looking to the expense which has and will have to be incurred by s wb%to datel fI have registered 95 applicants from the Ships Palmyra and
the Colony (and the planters), 1 am not very hopeful of the saccess of immigration fﬁtr mmanuel for back passages to India, and received from them their
of this kind in small and poor Colonies. = If the coolies withdraw themselves in u fmoney, and 127 have up to date received bounty to the amount of £878 in
considerable numbers, some ¢ ‘tates which depend almost entirely upon their labor '}f“ of return passages. I have 41 applicants registered who are as yet uunpaid, and
will be placed in a very un. rtunate position, and it is most probable that our ey are daily applying in considerable numbers both or bounty and back
exports will diminish i consequence. o assages, and from wl}at 1 can le.arn up to the present, I am of opinion that about

4. The statistics of births and deaths are satisfactory. The number of the _ wo-thirds of thera will remain in the Island, and one-third will return to India;
former appears to be the came in 1866 and 1867, namely 22. The deaths are one L is quite impossible to state with aoything like accuracy at present, but1 hop::
Jess, being 20 as against 21. ( : o be able about the close of the month of April or early in May next.

5. According to the returns of employers of coolie labour, the wages earned _Of the °°°‘i‘?5 by the Francis Ridley, who received bounty, eight have
have been less than in the corresponding period of 1866,—the average per head pphe_d to me for licenses, and have left the Island for Trinidad, and I ha:e reason
being £3-12-4 as against £3-16-7%. o believe some more will go by next mail.

6. From the Medical Officer’s abstract of the Hospital (Coolie Depdt), 1t I have received no returns from the “ Réunion” and “ Balunbouche” Estat
would appear that 97 immigrants were admitted during the year, which, together nd I purpose proceeding against the proprietors for the penalty thus incurred, s

‘‘‘‘‘ with 28, the pumber in Hoepital ot the close of 1866, gives 1206 patients under
treatment during 1867. Of these 104 were discharged cured, and four died. The
cost of provisions, clothing, and medical comforts was £282-5, and the salaries
of Medical Officer and Nurse £45, making the total expense of the Institution
£3927.5. Besides this £43-18-4 was expended in allowances to infirm coolies who
at one time were inmates of the depdt.

7. Your Excellency will observe that the Tmmigration Agent expects to be
able to give accurate information as to the number for whom it will be requisite to
provide back passages this year by the beginning of May. 1t is at present, there-
fore, obviously unnecessary for me to enter further upon this important matter.

From F. M. Cuapwick, Esquire, Immigration Agent, to J. M. Grawnr, Esquire,
Administrator of St. Lucia,~—Dated the 25th February 1868. °

I nave the honor to forward enclosed a return of Indian immigrants in the
Island for the half-year ended the 31st December 1867.

I have visited all the estates on which these immigrants are Inecated twice
uringe y half-ve:

Etates risited. ;l 8 the half-year, and

Pointe, Roseau, Mont d'Or, Peru, Mount Plensant, Choe, Union, 1ave picasure 1n being able

Jonneterre, Mouchy, Marquis, Canaries, Ause Mahant, Ause Mamia, to Teport their health and

Palmiste, Rubis, Paarl, Diamond, Soupricre, Malgretoute, Beausgjour,  gondition as beine most
AT oy ) o Tonds St 1d1 a

JTalousie, Morne Combarit, True Blanche, Rabot, Fonds Doux, St sat\sfactory throughout the

semy, Chateau Belair, Esperance, Union Vale, Deluar, Danphino, )
Leunion. Rerer Doree, Balunbouche, Sapphire, Black Bay. Tourny, Tslzmd. Very few cases of

Hope, Retraite, Reseomres, Beausejour, Pointe Tab'e, Belle Vue,  jllness, and those of a vervy .
s+ Uriin, Canelle, Volet, Tronmasse, and Fonds. 13 ' . ) s
- among them at the time of my visits. They are fully and rEguial‘TY employed and '1{
raid as when under indenture,—men one shilling per day and women ten pence. ;
They have settled in Jarge numbers on some estates as shown by the returns, and
although many of them continue to change from one estate to another, yet they -
are not so migratory in their habits as when first released from contract.

There are thirteen births and ten deaths on estates during the half-year as - -
shown by the return, one death in gaol and one In depbt, making a total of
twelve deaths. Gunnesh on the “Pointe” Estate of consumption ; Dossy, a female, on
«Malgretoute,” was very old, and deafand dumb; « (Ghoorum’’ on Marquis,

, of Phthisis, had been several months in depdt; a boy .two years old on * Jalousie;”
an infant five days after birth “Union Vale ;” Kadan on Belle Vue” of epileptie
fits, was much addicted to drink ; Cheetoo on Mount Pleasant” of consumption ;
an old man “ Fonds,” a female child on ¢ Fonds Doux ;” Gungapandi suddenly 1n
gaol ; a male child in depdt, and Tuckhea, a female, who I regret to have to report
was the vietim of a most diabolical murder perpetrated on the Hope” Estate on
the 19th December last, with which crime the husband of the deceased is charged,
and remains in gaol awaiting trial.

The return shows the number resident on each estate at the close
of last half-year, and the resident on each on the 3lst December ; that the adults,
831 in number, performed during the half-year 65:340 days’ work, and earned and

. received the sum of £3,187-14-3, being an average of 74 days’ work, and £3-12-4
each, which is considerably less than the average of the previous half-year, owing
to its being the rainy and growing season, when they do not work quite so regu-
larly as in crop time.

1 annes an extract from the Register of the Royal Gaol, which shows that 29
of these immigrants were commitsed to gaol during the half-year, and all, with
the exception of Ingroo, for short periods for slight offences.

The depdt for sick and infirm coolies is a substantial, clean, and well ventilated
building in which the greatest care is taken of the inmates ; they are regularly
visited by the Medical Otficer and provided with good beds, clothing, food,
medicines, and medical comforts. There were 19 inmates on the 31lst December,
and seven infirm and blind reccive ailowances in lien of maintenance therein from -
me weekly. Only one death occurred in the Institution during the half-year.
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Gaoler,

JACOB VOGEL.
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From T. W. C. Murpock, Esquire, to Sir F. RocErs, Bart,,~Dated the 4th April
1868,

I have to acknowledge your letter of 1st instant, with a Despatch from the
Governor of the Windward Islands, enclosing the
Reports of the Administrator of St. Lucia and the Immi-
aration Agent on the condition of the lndian immigrants in that Island during
the six months endifpg 3111: December last.

2. 1t appears from the returns which aecompany th oent’
the pumber of Indiansin the Island on 3lst Declémlz:er lazt t?zznlt,;()l’}epz}tngx&
1,121 were on estates. ?

The number of deaths during the half-year had been 12, oA rather less than
one per cent. The number of days” work performed was equal to an average of
74 in the quarter for each laborer ; and the wages earned to £3-12.4.

3. The only Indians still under indenture are a few who are making up time
lust by desertion or illegal absence.  Of the number entitled to back passages, 95
have already registered their names and paid their outfit money, and 127 have re-
ceived bonnty in leu of passage.  Many more are daily coming in, and the Tmmi-
crration Agent caleulates that about two-thirds will remain in St. Lucia, and one-
third will return to India. The Administrator attributes the large proportion of
those who desire to go back as compored with the Indians in Trinidad and British
Guiana to the non-continnance of immigration into St. Lucia; and he appre-
hends much inconvenience to many estates which depend almost wholly on Indian
labor, if the Indians withdraw themselves in considerable numbers.
4. The report, so far as regards the condition of the immigrants, is entirely

catisfactory, but it does not require any action on the part of the Secretary of

No. 429, dated 9th March.

State,
Recapitulation,
Total return on estates ... 1,121
In depdt 31st December 19
In gaol e 12
Deaths in depdt and gaol during half-vear... 2
Infirm and blind (receiving allowances) ... 7
Interpreter and family .. 5
On Vicille Ville ... ) 2
In Lunatic Asylum i

n yards
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