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Proceedings of the Jl[ﬁcl;rﬁé Government, Public Department, v
o | 16th July 1868, R

—

i e e .

No. 120."  Read the following letter from the Superintendent of Marine, to the .
~ Chief Secretary to Goverj;;heht, Fort Saint George; dated Madras, 18th
~June 1868, No. 2172, =~~~ R ot .

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Proceedings of Government of
the 12th instant, No, 721, recording correspondence on the subject of a damaged
case of acids, the value of which the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for
India observes should have been recovered from the Agents of the Jokn Allun, the
vessel in which they were brought out. The grounds for this decision are that the
box had been on fire during its passage out ; that such fire could not have originated
within the case, as the contents were not combustible ; and that it had boen put ount
by sea water. ‘

2. On turning to the Bill of Lading, I notice that the five cases of acids shipped
on the Jokn Allan were to be kept on deck, from which I conclude that the contents
were of an inﬁammatory nature.. The freight, £1 each case, likewise shows their
character to have been dangerous, the rate being about treble that of the other Go-

- vernment cargo. The cases were constquently kept on deck during the vovage,

and, of course, had to bear the risk of any damage likely to ensure thereby, cf which
wetting by salt water must be considered a part. Moreover, on deck it is difficult
to understand how the case could have been subjected to fire externally, unless the
ship herself was on fire. , '

3. Enclosed is a copy of the #latchway Report given by the Agent for Govern-
ment consignments, from which it will be seen that an entry appeared in the Jokz
Allaw's log-book, to the effect that a case of acids was found to be leaking, and was
consequently opened and repacked ; and, moreover, that on two occasions she expe-
rienced severe weather during the passage out.

4, With these facts before me, I would respectfully suggest that 1o applica-
tion for the recovery of the value of the acids be made to the Agents, as the damage
appears to have been caused by salt water, one of the risks to which the cases under
the Bill of Lading were liable. '

HATCH EREPORT.

In accordance with standing instructions, I this day examined the Hatches of the Jehsn
dllar, anl found them all well secured with tarpaulins and battens, The main and after
hatches were opened in my presence, and, so far as could be seen, the cargo below was well
stowed, and in good condition.

2. On the 24th October 1867 an entry appears in the log-book, to the effect that a case* of
acids belonging to Government was observed
to be leaking, and it was consequently opened
_ . . and carefully repacked,

3. The Jokn Allan experienced heavy weather on 15th and 16tk December 1857, and also

® No. 5.

on 24th, 25th, 29th, and 30th of that month. N

Master Az TENDANT'S OFFICE, . (Signed) W.H. BARTLE@T, N

Mwm,:gr_rd_ F"'b"”afy 1868, Assi, fo Magter A;;endgnk.

| (Signed) T.E.MARSHALL ® =

ce e Asst. {0 Supt. of Marine."

No. 121, . OroEe TREREON, 16th July 1868, No. 863, = =~
Orderod that the following lettor be addressed to the Secretary of State for India.

(Trae Copy).

(Here enter 16th July 1868, No, 17). -
(True Extract).

|  Chief Secretary.
Xzd, J, H, Borns,
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