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Read again letter from the Protector of Emigrants, dated 21st December 1867,
and recorded in the Proceedings of Government of the 22nd January

1868, No. 75.

Read also the following papers :—

No. 175. From the Collector of Tanjbre, to the Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George ; dated Combaconum, 26th February 1868, No. 164,

With reference to paragraph 1 of the Order of Government, dated 22nd January
1868, No. 75, requesting me to furnish information as to the practice in respect of
shipping laborers from this district to British Burmah, I have the honor to forward,
herewith, copy of a report from the Acting Head Assistant Collector of Tanjore,
who is at present in charge of the Sub-Collector’s office and of the Sea Custom
Department, which gives the information asked for.

2. I have also the honor to add, that I am not aware of any circumstances
which seem to require the provision by Government of additional checks for the
protection of emigrating coolies, and that I quite agree with the Protcctor of
Emigrants in thinking that the Madras cooly is well able to take care of his own
interests. Aslong as the rules regarding space and tonnage are properly attended
to I would not interfere any further, but leave the coolies to fight out their own

battles with the Maistries.

From the Acting Head Assistant Collector of Tanjore, to the Collector of Tanjore ; dated Nega-
patam, 20th February 1868, No. 30.

With reference to your foot-note, No. 17, dated 30th of January, appended to Proceedings of
the Madras Government, Judicial Department, 22nd January, I have the honor to forward the
following report:—

The two points upon which Government would scem to require information are—1st, how far
the present system of importing coolies approaches to kidnapping, and to what extent duress is
chargeable on those who get them to sign .Promissory Notes on board ; and, secondly, whether
additional checks for the protection of emigrating coolies should be provided by Government. As I

desired my report to be final and exhaustive I prepared a set of queries, based upon the Proceed-
ings now under notice, and submitted them to the Master Attendant of Negapatam and the

Conservator of Tranquebar, the only two ports in this district, I believe, from which free emi.

grants are shipped to the Hastern Settlements.
I proceed to give the queries with their answers, and add my conclusions thereupon.

No contract whatever is entered into before
embarkation, but the coolies are informed of the
amount they will have to pay on landing for
passage and provisions. It appears that the
coolies make verbal promise to the Maistries to
gerve on the other side, but service contracts
scem to be made affer landing before the
Houses of Agency there for certain fixed period
of service,

Maistries do collect coolies; they are

1st.—Ig there any kind of contract between
free coolies emigrating to the Kastern Settle-
ments and any other persons whatever, either
here or at port of debarkation, previous to em-

barking ?

2ndly.—Aro the coolies in any way col-

lected together by Maistries ; if so, who employs
_the Maistries, and do the Maistries sail with

them and with what object ?

employed by nobody, but act on their own autho-
rity and at their own risk ; such Maistries are
called ‘‘ Vaguppugarars” or *‘ Talamaikarars ;'*
these men enterinto an engagement with ship-
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3.rdly.-—How do the coolies arrange with
the ship-owners about passage money and pro-
visioning ?

4thly.—What do you know ag to the
practice of the coolics executing bonds dur-
ing the voyage ?

5thly.—Is any advance made to the coolies
by the ship-owners for their families in India;
if so, on what security ? :

6thly.~1Is it the custom to dctain the
coolies on board at the port of debarkation until
gome employer there pays their passage money

and releases them ?

owners to pay them so much per head at a fixed
rate ; any payment is made by the Maistries at
the port of debarkation. The Maistries receive
acertain sum in advance from the ship-owners
for provisioning expenses, and sail with their
coolies for the purpose of receiving any amount
that the passengers may owe for passage, and
also to attend to the wants of the coolies during
the voyage ; thesc Maistries have assistants or
agents who go into the country to collect cmi-
grants, receiving a fee of Rupees 2 per head on

delivery of the coolics to their principal at tho
port of embarkation,

The Tranquebar Conservator states that
the Maistries deljver their coolies to the Iouses of
Age%lcy on the other side for remuneration, the
Particulars of which cannot be here as ’
and although not cuployed by the
come to be well known to them by t
tedly bringing emigrants,

certained ;
se houses,
hus repea-

ook They do not so arrange, but the coolieg
foo only t? the Maistries who receive advances
rom the ship-owners ang bay sums to the coolies

:‘ort;})lrovmic{ns.. The ship-owners look entirely
0 the Maistrics for the payment of passage
Tnoney and their advanceg, e

They do so ag a habj
abit ; thege bonds ar
7 ; are
exccuted in favor of the Maistries op] and
to the ship-owncrs; e

they are execut

: ) ed for the
payment of their Passage money, sometimes al
before embarkation, ated

In the bonds it ;
that the —— 81t 13 stated

the Maistries f p

- or g

adva.nces for pI‘OVISlODS, &e. will be paid ::S:atho’
, c

other side after th i
€ coolies are ¢p
gaged b
employers. The bonds are executed dur?ng ch

tender their pro
the amount.

The Maistrieg g ‘o
in favor of the "en

ship-owners.
No advances wh
the Maistricg on]
¥ advance o
chase cloth op 8 fo o

actually required for the voy

age.
At the ports g

of Singapore
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expense of the Maistries ; thus the Master Atten-
dant reports. The Tranquebar Conservator stateg
generally that the coolies are detained on the
other side together with their effects, until the
Maistries settle with the ship-owners.
7thly.—Are the coolies ever brought back Answered unanimously negative.
to the port of embarkation in India on the gsound
that no one bid for them, and so paid their
passage ? las such a thing ever happened ?
8thly.—To what extent is the taking of a To no extent beyond the charge made for
cargo or free coolies a speculation on the part of  their passage, which varies from 10 to 15 Rupees
a head for males, and Rupees 20 for female
passengers. The Maistries gain largely by it,
as they charge passengers at the port of debar-
lation 10 dollars for a male, and 20 for a female,
which sum includes all charges for passage and
provisions. However, it should be mentioned
here that coolies are a profitable cargo to ship-
owners, as they chiefly occupy the upper deck,
the lower deck being filled with their usual
goods,
@ % » *
(True Extract).
(Signed) G. L. MORRIS,
Collector,

ship-owners ?

———

From the Magistrate of Madura, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George ; dated Ramnad, 30th March 1868, No. 99.

Adverting to the Proceedings of Government, in the Public Department, dated
22nd January 1868, No. 75, I have the honor to report that laborers are shipped to
British Burmah from the ports of Keelakaray and Paumben.

2. The Acting Head Assistant Magistrate in magisterial charge of the sea
ports of the district reports that the practice alluded to by the Recorder of Moul-
mein prevails to some extent. Either the coolies enter directly into an agreement
with ship-owners as to the passage money, or they receive an advance from Kanga-
nies or Commission Agents, and borrow money from their employers or from others
when they land at Burmah to pay it off. In either case every laborer is hampered
with debt when he arrives at Burmah, but this seems unavoidable.

3. No case of duress Jon the voyage to Burmah from this district has come

No. 176.

to notice.
4. T concur with the Protector of Emigrants in thinking that no further rules

are nccessary for the protection cf this passenger traffic.

From the Collector of South Arcot, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George ; dated Cuddalore, 6th February 1868, No. 15.
In reply to G. O., dated 22nd ultimo, No. 75, I have the honor to state that
the last shipment of Native passengers for British Burmah took place from the port
of Cuddalore so far back as the year 1859.
2. From inquiries made on the subject it would appear that cases have
occurred, though very rarely, where indigent laborers leaving India for the purpose

No. 177.

-~
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No. 96,

istrate of thew.K‘istn

a Distrie .
Saint GOOrge; IStI‘l(,t, to the Chicf Sccrotary to

dated Repalli, 254, February 1868,

2nd ultimo, T have the honor to state
espeet of shipping laborers is, that
hero gy - agrcement with

and sceurity for the pay-
Who pay before-hand, and
» Including vietyals during

ment of the passage money,
Rupees 12 ¢o those who are

who bind themselves to Py at Burmal) 1q or agents here, and thoso
or new employers, !

3. The sumg unpaid are rq

of passage money, but I haye of course coolies wh, embark

. " Wwithout pre-pa ment
the practice exists oy not, 10 certain megyg of e

ascertaining whether
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I consider his views worthy of attention, SHee on thig coast, and

From Capta:in J. W. MAIDEN, Master Attendz_mT:,— Masulipatam, ¢ th
District ; dated Masulipatam, 6th March 1868, N, 24’ 7 e Collector of the Kistna
In returning the enclosures received fwith your letter, No. 1(;5 f
have the honor to inform you there are annually from threg ¢, four 1\} aoti the 2ot of Febr
from this to Rangoon and Moulmein on the terms stated ip Mr. Cresswe;l? c;‘afts "ho take |
found in most cases that people, who emigrate to the Burmah provineeg fros o and

uary, |
aborerg
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pay his own passage or a promise to pay the whole or a part on arrival in Barmah. All who
understand the character of this class of people, who gencrally embark as laborers to the cast side
of the Bay, will not be surprized that in many cases promises by friends to bay passage money
should be evaded, when the time arrives to do so ; but I fear it is more frequently the case the
passenger, with cash in his possession sufficicnt to pay his passage, endeavours to evade doing so
‘when he arrived on the plea of not having money. Cases of this kind have come to my knowledge,
and it is my opinion that these matters are so perfectly understood by the partics concerned, 7, e.,
‘the Syrangs of Native vessels and their passengers, that both parties as a rule are. well able to
protect themselves, If my statement be correct suits in Court being frequent is not ¢y ba wondered
at, but it appears to me a matter of traffic of this nature in which any abuses that may exist will
remedy itself. The provision of the Passenger Act being strictly enforced is all thas appears
necessary, and as the number of passengers a vessel is permitted to carry is statod on document,

without which it is impossible a vessel can enter at the Custom House, I do not think a case of

*“ duress” could exist unknown to the authorities. -
2. Ibeg to state as my opinion that charge for passage to the class of people above alluded

to is very reasonable, and as the payment on arrival is a matter of conveniencs to the passenger it

is, T think, reasonable the owner or his Syrang should hold some document to enable hin to enforce
‘payment-of a just claim, and an order of Government, declaring null and void all bonds or notes
signed at sea by Native passengers bound to Burmah, would in reality be an order for paymernt

of passage money before embarkation. This I respectfully submit might prove very detrimental

by preventing many deserving persons unable to pay their passage from proceeding to a coun try

in which there ig a wide field for industrious enterprising Natives.

No. 180.  From the Magistrate of the Godavery District, to the Chicf Secretary
to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Cocanada, 22nd February
1868, No. 47.

T have the honor, in reply to the Order of Government, under date the 22nd
January 1868, to inform you that the matter mooted therein came under my notice
once before,

2. The Native ship-owners 'of Coringa, who send their vessels annually to
Moulniein and Rangoon for timber, horses, and sometimes paddy, take as passen-
gers coolies intending to go over to those places. On this subject I addressed the
Protector of Emigrants in December last. If the coolies are unable to pay in cash
their fare, bonds are taken from them by the ship-owners for the same, the sum
being cnhanced by 25 per cent. The bond-holders trust to chance for recovery of
the money. It does not appear that there are any other engagements between them.
I do not see any necessity to make the pre-payment of passage moncy compulsory,
or to impose any other conditions either on the passengers or ship-owners,

No. 181. From the Acting Magistrate of Vizagapatam, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Vizagapatam, 31st March 1868,
No. 179.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Proccedings of the Madras
Government, dated 22nd January last, No. 75, calling for information as to the
practice in respect of shipping laborers from this district to British Burmah.

2. During the last three years some 1400 N. atives have left this port for British
Burmali in Native vessels. Before leaving the Master Attendant, who is the Ship-
ping Master besides, examines into the accommodation, provisions, &e., and gives
the necessary license, as required by law.
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PusLic DeparTMENT.

No. 522,
Frou :
Tue Honoragre R. S. ELLIS, c. .,
Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,
To

Tue SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or IN DIA,
Home DEPARTMENT.
SIR, ' :

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of letter, No. 3863A, dated 24th
August last, from the Under Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depart- -
ment, relative to the importation of coolies from Madras to British Burmah, and in

reply I am to submit copy of the Pro-

P ’°°iedi"g52’7f§“§},{ﬁ““”y 3?68’ '1:105. 235“_%2 ccedings of this Government noted in

the margin,

2. It will be seen that inquiry has been made on this subject from the Pro.
tector of Emigrants and from the Magistrates of the coast districts of Tanjore,
Madura, South Arcot, Kistna, Godavery, and Vizagapatam. The result of the in-
quiries made from these Magistrates is to confirm the description of this coolie
passenger traflic, given by the Protector of Emigrants in his letter, dated 21st
December 1867, and the Governor in Council considers that there is no reasonable
ground for supposing that the offence of “ duress” is committed by those who
manage the passenger traffic, or by the Captains of the vessels carrying the coolies.
There is no evidence that contracts for labor are made with the coolies by the Majs-
tries who collect passengers for the shipping on the coast, and therefore no offence,
such as would be punishable under Act V. of 1866 (Madras), is committed.

3. The Governor in Council concurs with the Protector of Emigrants in think-
ing that as a class the Madras coolies are able to resist imposition, and that so long

as the rules prescribed by law, in respect of space and tonnage, are observed it is
not desirable to interfere with the facilities afforded to the Natives of this Presidency
of proceeding to British Burmah where they are able to obtain much higher wages

than in their own country,
I have the honor to be,

Forr SaINT GEORGE, ‘ Sir,
R7th April 1868. Your most obedient Scrvant,

Chief Secretary.

Hed. J, Tulloch,
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