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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
93rd April 1868.

T e

Read again letter from the Protector of Emigrants, dated 11th March 1868, No. 10 W,
recorded in Proceedings, dated 18th March, No. 354.

No. 144, Read also the following letter from His Excellency the Governor of
the French Settlements in India, to His Excellency the Right Honorable
the Governor of the Presidency of \Figst, Saint George; dated Pondi-
cherry, 5th April 1868, No. 5. . :

TRANSLATION.

By your letter of the 18th March last, you did me the honor to address to me
a copy of a Despatch from. the Right
On the c;ugjoe:ehr;; odvances given to emigrants by the  ITonorable the Secretary of State for
' India, directing the discontinuance of
advances, which up to the present time have been made to the emigrants proceed-
ing to French Colonies, and you request my co-operation for carrying out this

prohibition. '

9. The measure in question bears an exceptional character, the gravity of
which cannot escape your Excellency. It was before this submitted for the opinion
of the Administration of Pondicherry, and gave rise to some observations which
emanated from the functionary who carried on the administration ad interim of
this Government, and which are recorded in the letter, which he had the honor to
address your Excellency, under date the 17th April 1867. I share in the opinions

entertaincd by Mr. Trillard, and in the apprchensions that br axpressud v vuuing
tho recruiting for the French Antilles atfected at its very source, just as it has

happened at Madras according to Mr. Franklin, the Protector of Emigrant’s own
avowal. :
3. The principle of advances was admitted by the French Government from
the commencement of the Asiatic emigratfon. This principle was perpetuated by
the Resolution of the 8rd July 1862, which was communicated to Pondicherry
for tho cxecution of the International Convention, and which drew forth no
objection from the British Authorities. If, of late, some complaints have been
made about the use of these advances, and their embezzlement by the Recruit-
ing Maistries, the French Administration has not remained indifferent to these
complaints, and the letter, which I had the honor to address you on the 14th
February 1867 on this subject, shows the extent of the solicitude with which
my Government wishes to surround the interests of the British Subjects who enter
into our depdts. Since these measures have been taken, no representation that I
know of has becn made to the Consuls of Her Britannic Majesty at the ports of destin-
ation of the coolies, nor even to the Consular Agent appointed at Pondicherry for
the protection of the emigrants. '
4, The question of advances seems to me for another reason to be connected
with the measures of Police which are required for the recruitment, and which
ought to bind the French Government to the terms of Ar‘icle 1IL It enters
more directly, in my opinion, into the instructions, relativ to the making of con-
tracts of cngagement, which direct that,in these docume.its, all the advantages
promised to the emigrant should be stated, without any restriction on their
meaning. By the terms of Article VI, it is sufficient to be satisfied that the cooly
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me of these advzmtawes and that he acts of his ow:
.y W;T it is indisputable, that these advances, which there exists no mean:
aocor’ O;Vm case of death, and which can "be stopped by dedustisns of one
:E‘ 13{(‘3;;7 e;;smute an advantage, which the French Gover nment has the richt of
offering, and the emigrant that of accepting. Nothing can bo more just or more
legitimate than for the British Government to bestir itself to prevent the perversion
of these advances to the benefit of the local Recruiters,and Irepeat to your Excellency
that my Administration will always be disposed to afford the mos.t absolute co- or)err:m_
tion for this purpose My letter of the 14th February attests this.  But from  this
t> tho suppression of the prmcxple of advances, theve 1s the  distance which exists
Datween the control of the emigration operations and the cessation of those opera-
tions, for such cessation, according to the statement of Mr. Franklin, has been at
Madras the consequence of the measure in question.

5. From the foregoing considerations, you will perceive, Monsicur le Gouver-
nour, that it is not possible for me to acquicsce in this moasure without first refer-
ring it to my Government. The delay will be the less inconvenient, as at this
moment the emigration is suspended as much at Pondicherry as at Karikal, and it
will not b> resumed until the month of August next. By that time, 1 sha\l vory
probably receive the instructions of His Excellency the Minister of Marine on this

subject. '
(True Translation).

(Siguedy I W. LYONS,
8¢k April 1868, Lrench Lransiators

B s

No. 145. OzrpEr THEREON, 23rd April 1868, No. 504,

Ordered that copies of this correspondence be sent to the Secretary of State
for India. '

2. The Governor in Council observes that although it is not at present pos-
sible to conform to the instructions received from the Secretary of State for discon-
tinuing the system of advances to coolies recruited for the French Colonies, much
of the evil resulting from that system, and of the extortion practised by the recruit.
ing Maistries, would be prevented if the British Consnlar Agents at the French
Scttlements were to be in more constant communication with the ntending
emigrants while at the emigration depéts.  The coolies would then acquire ¢ mﬁdum
iu the protection afforded to them, and would make knowi their grievances which
they arénot likely to doif they are ouly visited, as deseribed by Mr. Norfor in his
letter to t"e Protcetor of Emigrants, dated 21st May 1567, No. 172 m\ncmlly
once.a week, and when called up at the time of embarkation when they reccive their
engagement pass-ports.”’

3. The Consular Agents are informed that the Governor in Council attaches
the greatest importance to the performance by them of this portion of their duties,
and that should it appear that the system of extortion, which has prevailed at Pon-
dicherry, on the part of the Muistries, continues, it will be neces-ary to remove the
Consular Agent at the Scttlement where such extortion is practicod, nd to nominate
it his stexd an Officer who is better able to perform the duties required of hin,

(True Extiuct).

Chicf Seerclary.

To the Protector of Emigrants.
Exd. ¥. R. Bantleman,
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