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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
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No. 109. Read the following letter from the Protector of Emigrants, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 4th
April 1868, No, 11 M,

I have the honor {, report -the following circumstances in connection with g
case of erimping that occurred at Madras a short time since.

2. On the 11th February last, I had occasion to prosecute two Natives, not
licensed as recruiters, for enticing a woman from Madras to Pondicherry, where she
was handed over to the Emigration Agency. She swore that at & village near Saint
Thomé they robbed her of her gold ornaments of the value of about 29 Rupces. One
man then disappeared with these, while the other took her to Pondicherry, and
robbed ; her of the 10 Rupees advance, which she ¢ sore was all the Depot Maistry
gave her.  The prisoners were sentenced to three months’ hard labor.

3. I at once called on the British Consular Agent to ascertain how and
- by whom the woman was brought before him, In reply, I learned that she was
presented for registry by a Depot Maistry named Armogam Moodelly ; that she
was questioned and cautioned as usual ; that she made no complaint of having been
robbed and finally that she appeared quite satisfied.

4. Tt was'clear to me that the Maistry, who brought the woman o the Consular
Agent for registry, must have been in collusion with the crimp, and must have
been perfectly well aware that she had been recruited illegally, The crimp, who
is well known at Madras as occupied in such business, would hardly have taken her
to Pondicherry ‘without being in some way or other remunerated foy it. He pro-
bably received a smail moncy payment, and was allowed to rob his vietim in the
depdt, for after receiving advance the emigrants are not allowed to go outside.
Under these circumstances, and with a full conviction that avery large proportion
of British Subjects registered at Pondichcrry are recruited in g similar manner, T
requested the Consular Agent to eall on the Emigration Agent to dismiss the Mais-
try, and not allow him to engage in any recruiting operationg whatever,

9. The Emigration Agent did not comply with this request ; but it appears
from the accompanying letter from the Ordonnateur to the Consular Agent, that an
ofticial nquiry into Armogam Moodelly’s conduet was instituted, and that he was
pronounced perfectly innocent, as may well have been the case, sceing that the
only two witnesses, the crimp and the woman, who could prove the transfer to the
Maistry, were at Madras : the one in Jail, tho other at her mother’s houso.

6. The Government may not wish to move in tlis matter, but I think it right
to lay the case before them, as in spite of all endeavours to check it, crimping is
very common, and leads to much misery and distress. To liberate this woman, for
instance, her relatives, who are mere coolies, had to pay Rupees 181, so the father-in-
law swore. 'She was robbed of Jewellery worth 22 Rupees, and finally on receiving
10 Rupees advance pay (the Emigration Agent says 12, which sum at any rate had
to be paid before she was liberated), she was at once robbed of that.
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