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No. 105. Read the following letter from the Inspector General, Indian Medical
Department, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George;
dated Fort Saint George, 4th March 1868, No. 93.

In submitting the enclosed extract from the Annual Medical Report of the Sta-
tion of OQotacamund for the year 1867, by Surgeon Donaldson, the Senior Medical
Officer there, I would beg to bring most prominently to the notice of Government

the state of things described by him.
2. Tn Dr. Furnell’s Report also the neglect of ordinary sanitary precautions

is specially noticed ; and he concludes by saying that, in consequence, ¢ the reputa-

tion of Ootacamund as a sanitarium is certainly on the wane.”
3. I earnestly hope that, in the interests of the public service, some measures

may be adopted to put our best sanitarium in a more satisfactory state ; otherwise
the result must inevitably be, that it will become dangerous for invalids to resort to

it.
Extract from Annual Medical Report of the Station of Ootacamund for the year 1867, by Surgeon
JAMES DONALDSON, M. p., Senior Medical Officer, Neilgherries.

<« T am sorry to be able to give so poor an account of the conservancy of the station, and of its
state generally. I brought this to notice in my last year’s report. As the shortest way of describ-
ing it generally, I would here subjoin an extract from that report, and am sorry indeed thatitis
scarcely possible in any way to modify what is there stated,

¢« Ag regards the conservancy of the Cantonment, and the sanitary condition of the various
«¢ bazaars and villages, things are as bad as they well could be ; there isindecd some appear-
+¢ ance of drainage in the main bauaar, but it is conveyed simply into the upper portion of the
«¢ 1ake close adjacent, the shore of which is thus converted (during wet weather) into a great
*¢ open cess-pool. In the other bazaars and villages there is no attempt at drainage, and
« puisances are committed in all directions in and round each ; no system of conservancy for the
*¢ general Cantonment seems to have been carried out here ; no rubbish is carted away ; every com-
*¢ pound serves as a collection of refuge and debris of every description, and the manure connected
«¢ with each house is only taken away at all, because the potatoe field owners are glad to get it at
¢¢ the planting seasons, and take it from the compounds to spread on the intervening and circum-
s jacent fields. The roads and lanes and bye-ways of the Cantonment are almost, without excep-
*¢ tion, in a disgraceful state of disrepair ; it is impossible even on the best and most frequented
¢¢ thoroughfares to drive a carriage of the most easy description, without constant jolting and
«¢ discomfort, from the wide ruts and numberless loose stones everywhere met with, but many of
¢ the less frequented roads leading to important parts of the Cantonment, containing many houses

« and residents, are, in places, all but impassable, and in many parts dangerous to passers by,

+s whether on horseback “ or on foot.”
9. «The public roads are indeed somewhat improved in some places, though still exceedingly

bad, and repaired, where repaired at all, without any regard to the commonest laws of road-making ;
but there is no improvement observable in regard to the conservancy of the station, and in many
places the collections of filth and decaying matters, with the consequent noisome effluvia,
more prominent and unsavoury than at date of last report. 1 can only make one ex-
the growth on the Jail Hill referred to last year, and about which T
cipal Commissioners, copy of which was sent to the Deputy
his growth remained for some months, but was at length
partly cleared, and thercby the nuisance was abated ; but the clearance was only partial, and if
pot looked after, the place will soon be as bad as before, owing to the very rapid growth of the
an acacia) and to its being only cut down, not uprooted.

are worse,
ception to the above, viz.,
had some correspondence with the Muni
Inspector General, Southern Division : t

plant (an Australi ’ .
3. *Of the places which more especially require notice

the borders of the public highway running from Harrow on the ILill” to the Church ; the jungle

and careful cleansing, I would specify

24
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on the south side of the road being the worst, but that on the north side, withiq the compound of
** Kempstow"” being also very bad. These jungles on the way side are used by every passer by,
who is 80 inclined, and the smell arising at times, especially after a shower of rain, is very Lad.
Another foul place, used by the public and servants of adjacent houses toa great extent, is the
dense jungle at the entrance to Ottley Hall.” Another is the jungly border of a lane leading to
Lovedale. Another and particularly offensive place is the lower part of the Jail Hill, on that
side next and close to that part of the bazaar where butchers congregate. All manner of offal ia
here thrown out and left to decay, or to be eaten by dogs, Kkites, crows, and even by cows. It
is a nauseous place to pass at any time, and, being on the borders of the public road from the

’

leading from the Willow bung to “ Harrow Lodge ;" the drainage and impuritics of a
number of houses are allowed . to run and be washed down on to the public road, the
drain alongside, which ig thyg transformed into a filthy cess-pool, which often overflows
and runs across the road ; for weeks it was thus a cess-pool on and across the public
thoroughfare; and even in this drier weather the deep site of the nauscous pool recmains,
and the filth still exists alongside.  Another and 3 very unnccessary, because lately
established nuisance, ig a large potatoe field of about seven acres, which borders the Government
highway for about 200 yards, from the east end of Glynn Creck to the Willow bund ; large quan-
tities of foully smelling manure are brought to, and scattered on this new field, (not “‘ploughed” in
or *‘ covered” over) and there left to decay and contaminate the otherwise pure air of this neigh-
bourhood. The bad odours arising from this field near the bund are very disgusting to the passer
by it may be difficult to interfere with vested interests, and to shut up fields which have been culti-
vated thus for years, but this field wag only opened last year, after the Munici

"4. *“ There are many other unclean spots which I shall be b
above mentioned, to the Sanitary ‘Commissioner, if he should favor
It will be seen from the above that one chief cause of the noisome state of many parts of this other-
wise delightful sanitarium 1s, that excessive amount of undergrowth, which has been allowed to
spring up and increase from year to year : part of this is,
orders of the Municipality ; but the very much

appy to point out, as well as those
this station with an official visit.

for their houses, and can quite well afford to keep them clear of Jjungly un
nuisance ; they could, I conceive, be ordered at once to clear their compounds of ] Jungle, furze,
&ce., and to keep their hedges down to a reasonable height above the adjoining roads ; it could also,
I présume, be insisted on, in a rather crowded station like this, that owners of houses should pro-
vide small privies for the servants of each house ; and if their masters would order the dry earth
gystem to be carried out in these, and see to its being done, the cle

ansing of a large part of Oota-
camund would quickly and without expense to Government be cffect

ed ; for a very fertile source of
putrid emanations would thus be speedily removed, and a prospect of good conservancy for the
station be more easy as well as more hopeful,

5. ““ This morning (23rd January) Itook an hour to inspeet the bazaar, market, publio
privies, the border of the stream skirting the lower end of the chief bazaar, &c. ; bad as 1 knew
it to be, I was astonished at the magnitude of the evil, and at its growth. I have acted as
Sanitary Officer in many stations and Military Cantonments up-country, and have secn many
vile places, but not even in the most neglected villages of the Decean, where no Inspecting Of-
ficer had ever set his foot, did I ever sce such an utter disrerard of all the laws of decency and
cleanliness as is here now to be seen by any one who has courage to investigate the extent of
the evil. One can only wonder that the few bad cases of fever (three proved fatal), latcly observed
in the lower parts of the bazaar, have not been multiplicd an hundred-fold, and that cholera has
not long ago broken out.

pmcegdings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
17th April 1868.
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6. ““The open drains of the bazaar carry down the filth and refuse qf the numerous huts
until the level near the lake is reached, and there open cess-pools are fa..rmed in, and on, an(.i acrosy
the strect, recking with bad odours; there is no.a,ttempt at even emptymg. these cess-pqols mto‘ the
unhappy®lake adjacent. The market this morning, '.I:‘_}.mrsday, (',?uesday is market d:%y,) was in a
most filthy state; the ground set apart for the exhibition of fruits and vegetables being covered,
““littered,”” with rubbish, straw, dung, &c., as if a whole herd of cattle had been quartered thero
for a w'e;k- *“ The public privies, twd'for men and one for women, all very close t.ogether near the

market, and within 80 yards of the Government high road. round the Iak?, are simply a disgrice
to the station. They are open pits surrounded by matting, erossed with plafzks or beams, (on
which the habitue and habitwees also are supposed to perch,) unsheltered in any way from
sun or rain, and filled with such a secthing foul mass that it: any unfortunate, choked by the
mephitic odours so copiously evolved, should faint an.d fall in through a broken plank, he
would certainly be choked, if not drowned. There is no dry earth system, no means to -
quench or weaken the escaping gases; and the consequence is, that the large majorlty. of
Natives, who might otherwise’ resort to these places, are so deterred by the overpowering
odours that, little delicate as are generally their olfactories to strong smells, they prefer
retiring to the first convenient spot, in rear of . the: lower bazar houses; or even to thf: more
distant jungles. The natural result of this objeftlon i':o use t¥1e public privies s, the
conversion of the whole of the right bauk of the little river, which hc:re skirts the bazaar
for about 400 yards, and feeds the upper lake into one grand place. d’aisance for the bazaar
population. To perform this walk with undefiled steps is more than difficult, and the odours.that
arise on all sides are inconccivably noisome. To add further to the unsavoury and unsanitary
aspect of this part of the stativu, Which chanld he a pleasant promenade zﬂ,nng:side stream and
lake ; it is here that the scourings, and rqbbish» of the streets are shot ; this f'efuse mattel_'
being brought in barrows and deposited in one of the dozen or so of heaps which fringe the max.'-
gin of the lake on this its north side : no attempt is made to utilize, cover up, or burn all -thls _
decomposing matter ; there it is thrown, and there it remains till washed into the lake by rains,
or scattered to the winds in due course. The crows, bazaar dogs of the most revol.ting _man_gy
appearance, stray cowvs, and domestic fowls are here, as clseYvhere, the s.cavengers in this free
station. One public privy is situated on the side of the public road leading to Candal, (one. also
at Ootoocherry, and one at Candal). These are in much the same st-a.fe.as t.hose a.bove. descr.lbed,
being fashioncd on the same model ; these are the or'ﬂy other pubh(f privies in the station which I
have been able to discover, except those above mentioned ; one cry.mg want s.houI(‘I here be noted
in connection with this subject of neglected conservancy, there Is no public privy f:or males or
females attached to, or in any way connected Yvitb, the Police l.mcs. These .lfnes‘ a'n'e of
considerable extent, and comprise four ranges of building .accommodatmg f.orty families. There
being no private closets, and no place of public resort, the inmates of these lines resort to the .ba?ck
part of their dwellings, to holes and corners near at ha,nd., ,and'to every tree and b'ush v;rbxch
afford any appearance of shelter, and the state of the surrounding neighbourhood may be imagined ;
it need not surely be described.” : '
(True Extract). ,

(Signed) W.MACKENZIE, u. p.,

Inspr. Genl., Indian Medl. Dept.

— —— e

No. 106. Misure by the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, dated 2.nd April 1863.

I would refer this communication to the Sanitztry Commissmnel;1Ci andtto the
Municipal Commissioners of Qotacamund, a.nd wou.ld direct tlea foi'merf)[ :}er ;Ipr?-
cced to Ootacamund without delay, place hn.nself in commumcatw{l vntt }1) u; tliz:;I
cipal Commissioners and the Exccutive Engmeo:r, _anc? fuggest to t tem tho ptac cl
measures which should be immediately adopted, in anticipation of the more ex ensive
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ng th . roceedings of the 971}, August
1867, 1 find that the receipts, including market tolls, were estimated at Rupees 19 t:13 5
)

for 1867-68. If to thi_s be added Rupees 6478, as the Government contribution of
. 25 per cent. of the entire sum to he raised and expended, the income would be in

pees 7400 were to e expended on the
ney and repair of roads. I cannot byt

1€ receipts, expend;-
sion to Government witl, his report, ' woner, for transmis.

(Signed) A J. ARBUTHNOT.

——

I concur.

(Signed) 1. D. PHILLIpPS,

Excellency the PRESIDEN T, dateq 2nd April 1868
Views expressed by Mr., Arbuthnot, .

Snowdon., I think that the inte

( Signed) NAPIER,

No. 108. OrDER THEREON, 17th April 1868, No. 47 3.
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language which the Inspector Genera] does
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No. 115. Read the following letter from the Inspector General, Indian Medical
Department, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;
dated Fort Saint George, 4th March 1868, No. 93.

In submittiog the enclosed extract from the Annual Medical Report of the Sta-
tion of Ootacamund for the ycar 1867, by Surgeon Donaldson, the Senior Medical
Officer there, I would beg to bring most prominently to the notice of Government
the state of things described by him.

2. In Dr. Furnell’s Report also the neglect of ordinary sanitary precautions
is specially noticed ; and he concludes by saving that, in consequence,  the reputa-
tion of Qotacamund as a sanitarium is certainly on the wane.”

3. I earncstly hope that, in the interests of the public service, some measures
may be adopted to put our best sanitarium in a more satisfactory state ; otherwise
the result must inevitably be, that it will become dangcerous for invalids to resort to

it.

Extract from Annunal Medical Report of the Station of Ootacamund for the year 1867, by Surgeon
JAMES DONALDSON, a. p., Scnior Medical Officer, Neilgherries.

““ I am sorry to be able to give so poor an account of the conservancy of the station, and of its
state generally. I brought this to notice in my last year’s report. As the shortest way of deserib-
ing it generally, T would here subjoin an extraet from that réport, and am sorry indced that it ig
scarcely possible in any way to modify what is there stated.

‘“ As regards the conscrvaney of the Cantonment, and the sanitary condition of the various
‘“ bazaars and villages, things are as bad as they well could be ; there is indeed somo appear-
*“ ance of drainage in the main bazaar, but it is conveyed simply into the upper portion of the
‘“ lake close adjacent, the shore of which is thus converted (during wet weather) into a great
‘“ open cess-pool. In the other bazaars and villages there is no attempt at drainage, and
‘‘ nuisances are committed in all directions in and round each ; no system of conservancy for the
*“ general Cantonment seems to have been carried out here ; no rubbish is carted away ; every com-
o pdund serves as a collection of refuse and debris of every description, and the manure connected
“ with each house is only taken away at all, because the potatoe field owners are glad to get it at
‘¢ the planting seasons, and take it from the compounds to spread on the intervening and circum-
¢ jacent fields. The roads and lancs and bye-ways of the Cantonment are almost, without excep-
*“ tion, in a disgraceful state of disrepair ; it is impossible even on the best and most frequented
‘¢ thoroughfares to drive a carriage of the most casy description, without constant jolting and
*“ discomfort, from the wide ruts and numberless loose stones cverywhere met with, but many of
“¢ the less frequented roads leading to important parts of the Cantonment, containing many houses
¢ and residents, are, in places, all but impassable, a,ud in many parts dangerous to passers by,
¢ whether on horseback ¢ or on foot.”

2. “The public roads are indced somewhat improved in some places, though still excecdingly
bad, and repaired, where repaired at all, without any regard to the commonest 1aws of road-making :
but there is no improvement observable in regard to the conservancy of the station, and in many
places the collections of filth and decaying matters, with the consequent noisome effluvia,
are worse, more prominent and unsavoury than at date of last report. I can only make one ¢x-
ception to the above, viz., the growth on the Jail Hill referred to l:}st year, and about which I
had some correspondence with the Municipal Commissioners, copy of which was sent to the Deputy
Inspector General, Southern Division : this growth remained for some months, but Was‘aYt lcngt'h
pr'r‘f‘y clearcd, and thercby the nuisance was abated ; but th‘c clearance was on.ly partiz!, and if
nt "«‘-»ol\ml after, the place will soon be as bad as before, owing to the very rapid growth of the
piant (an Australian acacia) and to its being only cut do.wn, not uprooted. ' .

3. < Ofthe places which more especially require notice and carf?ful cleansing, I would s.peclfy
%0 borders of the public highway running from ¢ Ilarrow on the IIill” to the Church ; the jungle
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