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- Government of Madras




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
Yih April 1868.

No. 87. Read the following letter from Major II. L. CHRISTIE, Madras Army,
A to the Chief Secrctary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras,
1st April 1868.

Agreoably to your instructions, I have the honor to submit a report of proceed-
ings against man-ecaters. .

Self and party took up a position at the foot of the Nundy Canama Pass on
the 17th February, and up to 25th March continued in incessant pursuit of tigers.

2. On the cvening of 2nd March “the tiger” killed aman.  We went up the
ghaut following morning, tracked the man-eater to his lair, found the body, and
posted two men over it, and two men over nearest water.

3. Up to date of our arrival there bodies, I was told, had never been recover-
ed, the people fearing to enter the jungle.

I'may mention on arrival at the place I found four village Shikarries, very
indiffercnt ones ; these men we employed, and strongly drilled and broke them in
to assist us in night-work.

4. On the occasion in question two of these men shot the tiger over the water.
During our stay at the place weall worked very bard after the tigers, and were very
unfortunate or should have killed at least threc. But I think we have shown the
pople how to kill these animals at that place, and the remainder can be disposed
of in like manner,

5. Should the Government be pleased to give the reward to me for distribu-
tion, I shall propose to divide it (viz., Rupees 1000) as follows :—Rupees 300 to
vitlago Shikarries employed, the remainder for party, viz., self, Captain Thompson,
It A, and Licutenant Russell, Police.

6. I may state that the pursuit of these man-eaters is not only a very difficult
but a dangerous underteking, and we certainly did our utmost.

The vury tigress we killed has, by Police reports, been killing men since Novems-
ber 1864 by the arrangements which we made we were fortunate enough to
dispose of her in a fortnight,

7. Latterly our people all got so ill with fever that we were obliged to break
up the camp for the time, but the operations will be continued at the Nundy
Cuanama, the principal place. The village Shikarries, up to date of our arrival,
had never attempted to kill the tiger ; they were in the habit of cscorting the
baudics and people up and down the ghaut, and I suppose make a gool thing of it
m that way. We took the depositions of a number of people at the time
as to the 1dentity of the tiger, they appearcd to be quite positive that it was
“the one,” having often seen it kill men close to them in the day-time. I beg to
state, however, that others are loft i the district ; the destruction of human life has
beeu very great ; while we were there, some six men were killed. Dug there 1s no
doulit the tigers can be killod ; 1t merely requires mothod and perseverance,

8. T also submit a bill of exponses, which I hope will be considered moderate
as wo spent as little money as possiple on beaters, as I found it to be of no s, )
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Railway from Cuddapap ¢, Sadnas. T 014 ¢

Bandydure from Cudddpah to Nundy Canamg, Pass anq
S e R TR 119 o 0
Coolieg fop beating ................................................ 16 8 ¢
Batta to Mahoutg and attendants, 12ip fumber,,, 50 0 o
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