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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
31st March 1868.

Read the following papers :—

No. 220. From the Inspector General, Indian Medical Department, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Fort Saint
George, 15th February 1868, No. 71.

The Superintendent, Eye-Infirmary, having in his Annual Report for 1867
represented the dilapidated state of the buildings, some portions of which he con-
sidered positively unsafe, the Deputy Inspector General of the Division was instruct-
ed to communicate with the Executive Engineer on the subject, and, with reference

' : to the Procecdings of Government mar-

Public Department, No. 857 of 1st Soptomber 1866 erinally noted, to inspect the premises

and report on their present condition.

9. This report I have now tho honor to submit to Government for their

From the Exocutive Engineer, No. 1 or Northern Rango, 1nformatxon, and for such action as they
No. 1730, of 4th February 1863. may deem it necessary to take in the
matter.

3. 1 beg at the same time to append a letter just received from the Superin-
tendent of the Eye-Infirmary, enclosing

Dated 10th February 1868. a communication from the Law Agent to
the estate.

My Dear Dr. Mackexzis,

Mr. Shaw, the Law Agent to the Estate of the late C. V. Conniah Chetty, has sent me a
letter* regarding the Eye-Infirmary buildings
which I have obtained his permission to pass 01;
to you. The Government have rented these buildings sim?e 182G T understand, and if so, they
have paid at least three times the value of the house, &e., in rent. The house was not a new one
when Government first oceupicd it, so that possibly it may be nearly acentury old. If this be the
the day has long gone by when the owners can gather rents undiminished
and that the time has come when, in the natural course of matters, much
kecping the buildings in a fit state for habitation,

% Dated 10th instant.

case, it is cvident that
by demands for repalr,
of the rent must be spent in

9. The interests of the estate re
the rent—the interests of the Goverpment require that money be spent on the necessary landlord’s
repairs : all that I have asked, all that I wish for is, that landlord’s’repairs shall be made ; that
the buildings be placed in a safe and sound state ; and that from time to time the condition of
the buildings shall be looked to, and nocessary repairs effected. Considerable sums of money have
been spent in re-roofing part of the male wards and ‘tl.m female ward, but the former was under-
tuken by a Native Contractor, who had no supervision; and the latte.r by a Mechanical Engi-
neer, not by & professional puilder. It cannot then be a glat‘ter of surprise that much money has
been spent to little purpose upon the buildings. The buildings are very extensive and require
constant attention, and this they have not had since I became Superintendent of the institution.
[ have not seen the Receiver to the Bstate for a year, and so utterly hopeless am I of getting any
thing done that nothing is left me but to bring pressure to bear upon the officials in charge of
the estate, through the Head of the Department and Government. The proposal to reduce the
cent, on condition that Government undertake the necessary repairs, is a confession of weakness,
and ’shows a desire to transfer to the Government what ought to rest upon the landlord’s shoulders.

quire that the building be tenanted without diminution of

Yours, &ec,

14¢h February 1868. (Signed) G. SMITH.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

31st March 1868, =

M e e

Dzar Dr. Sirrs,

The Receiver of Conniah Chetty's Estate has shown mo your Memorandum and enclosure
relative to the state of the Eye-Infirmary. I really do not know what to do about it. The amount
spent on the repair of these buildings is enormous, and as great part of it was expended under
the dircction of a professional Engincer, it is diffcult to believe that it has been laid out with
very bad judgment, or thrown away. Another difficulty is, that
bound to continue in occupation of the premiges
greatly to unfit the buildings for any other purp

Government are not in any way
» and the work you require to be donme tends
ose than a Lospital.

2. Do you think Government would agree to take the premises at a reduced rent, say
Rupees 200 a month, and make the necessary repairs themselves,

3. Young Conniah wil| be of age in about six years
thing that you or Government may wish, but the Re
perty, as much as possible, in the same state as that

» and will probably be glad to do any
ceiver must not go beyond keeping the pro-
in which it came to his hands.

Mabras, 10¢4 February 1868, (Signed) J. SHAW.

(True Copy).

(Signed) W, MACKENZIE, w. D.,
Inspeclor General, Indian
Medical Departiment,

—

From the Executive Engineer, No. 1 or Northern Range, to the Deputy Tuspector General, Indian

Medical Department, Presidency Division ; dated Fort Saint George, 4th Fcbruary 1868,
No. 1739.

Ixf refcre'nce to your letter, No. 288, dated 31st ultimo, I have the honor to inform you that,
after inspecting the building in question, I am of opinion that, owing to neglect of landlord's
repairs, to the roof in particular, the wliole of the building on th

latrines, arc suffering serious deterioration, and are becoming by q
habitation.

€ premises, cxecept the two new
egrees less and less adapted for

habitable.

3. I pointed out to you one roof thig morning which should be immcdiately removed, ag it is
in an imminently dangerous condition, and may occasion loss of life or limb,

4. You pointed out to me various palpable evidences of decay, which I attribute in every
mstance to the bad state of the roof and gutters, and the absence of zine trunks and cave spouts.
5. The roofs should be thoroughl ¥ put in ordor, and the gutters repaired under the orders of

some competent person.

6. You informed me that much money had been spent in repairing the building,
standing this the building bears abundant evidence of decay and comm
and T have, therefore, no hesitation in stating that the money must ha
bad judgment, in fact thrown away.

but notwith-
enccment of dilapidation,
ve been laid out with very

7. The whole of the plaster and paint should be renewed, and the doors and windows set to
rights ; also floor pointed ; at the same time that the roof is looked to.

" 8. Should the foregoing be at once acted upon, I have no doubt the place will last for an
indefinite period, and be fit to be occupied.

¥

s

P:oceedzngs of tkAen]%iladras Government, Public Department,
31st March 1868.

No. 221 From the Inspector General, Indian Medical Department, {EO the Chief
. ' Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Fart Saint George,

5th March 1868, No. 95. ,

1 ted, I have the
i the Order of Government, marginally noted, ve |
Widh advertence fo honor to state that, after communication

Public Department, No. 215, of 20th February 1868, with the Superintendent of the Eye-
Infirmary, and personal inspection of the Ophthalwic Wards in th.e General Hospital,
I find thaé these wards are not yet ready for the reception of patients, and that some
further delay is therefore inevitable. |

2. This delay is attributed by the Superintendent of .the Eye—In;irmary to
the dil.atory manner in which the fittings of the wards are being prepared.

No. 222 Ospen mipmzor, Slat et 18f6 tsh, Ijot't 405.1) ecorded, to be
; i in the first of the letters above r ,
Wlth] regarlilirtc:)dtil: trlfg ?ll;?lztiitgi;lted as an Eye-Infirmary, the Go.vernment
er.nergent y‘ req stimate of their cost be immediately prepared in the Public Works
e e(bl lthat the Receiver to C. V. Conniah Chetty’s Estate be called upon
:) eszg:;n:ﬁ:; or to allow them to be executed by Government, their cost being
o )
dedu?tedér(;n;ﬁ;e r:: t’c.he second letter, the Government direct that immediate
d z.b i elfed if the Public Works Department for the completion o.f the Ophthal-
W edlss' the General Hospital with as little further delay as possible. Explana-
tior W'alli tSI ;2(3 be called for in regard to the delay which has occurred, and also
;Of?nz;atioxll as to the date by which the work can be completed.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Public Works Department.

,, Inspector General, Indian Medical Department.

Exd. J. Tullooh.
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PROCELEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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