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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
27th March 1868.
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Read the following papers :—
No. 204. From the Assistant Collector, Kistna District, to the Assistant
Sceretary to Government, Ifort Saint George ; dated Masulipatam, 23rd
March 1868, No. 20. :

By the Steamer from Burmah, which calls here in two or threc days on its
way to Madras, I purpose to send in a small stone jar a specimen of the Dolphin of
the Kistna river (a foctus about a foot long), as requested in Circular, dated
June last.

2. Twill give the jar to the charge of the Captain, and request that you will
be good enough to scnd a Peon to the Steamer to fetch the speclmen.

—

No. 22,
No. 205. OFFICIAL MEMORANDUM.

The Assistant Collector of the Kistna Distriet, in the absence of Mr,
Thornhill on civeuit, has the honor to inform the Chief Sceretary to Government
that a small specimen of Dolphin found in the Kistna river will be forwarded to
Madras to his address by the Steamer now coming from Burmah, and to enclose a
copy of a letter to Mr. Thornhill on the subjeet. It is requested that a Peon may
b2 sent to feteh the specimen from the Steamer. A large skeleton of this animal
will be sent by the Steamer of the next month., A drawing of it is enclosed,

(Signed) . NEWDMAN,
MasuLirATaM, 235d March 1868. Assistant Collector.
From the Assistant Collector, Kistna District, to the Collector of the Kistra District ; dated
Masulipatam, — March 1868, No. 18,

On the 13th Aungust last, I forwarded some information, which I hal obtained from
fishermen about the mouth of the Kistna, with respect to the general form and habits of the
Dolphin or Porpoise which inhabits the river. The information I collected at Avenuguddah, and
was the answer as rogarded the Kistna to certain queries, sent by the Government Muscum ab
Caleutta, on the subject of Dolphins to the Government of Madras.

2. la that letter, I mentioned that T had done my best to induce the fishermen to obtain
a specinten for scientific purposes, and had promised them a reward.

3. On the morning of the 16th instant cevtain villagers at Murripolem, near the mouth of
the river, succeeded in getting to shore a female Dolphin which was caught in their nets. The
animal appears to be rather helpless when out of water, so they bound it securcly to a charpoy,
and carried it to me at Bunder.

4, 1 saw it 24 hours after capture and found it alive. On being flung into water, it at
first was exhausted, dropping to the bottom after taking breath, but after 20 minutes it com-
plotely recovered and performed 1ts natural evolutions, coming to the surface for breath at
int vvals of 15 to 30 scconds cach.

2. Isent a Telegram to Mr. Sim, who takes interest in the subject, and afterwards to the
Chiuf Sceretavy, as there was the possibility that the live specimen might be wantod, Meanwhile
T eupolied the animal with sea-water and with fishes and prawns. It appeared to live comfort:
ably iu confinement, and to cat only those fish and prawns which were alive.

6. Not receiving any te@cgmm from Mr. Sim, I had the animal killed on Wednesday even-
ing. At first T used strychnine, which I putin the mouth. I do not think it went down  the

throat. So, I caused its throat to be cut, and am preparing the skeleton for transmission to
Madras complete.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,

27th March 1863.

7. 1t was found that the animal was in young. S0 Thave placed the yooug one in spirits,
and am about to pack it up safely to be forwarded Dy next steamer to the Chicf Secpctary w
Madras.  As thercisnot time for me to reecive yomr divestions hefore the stcamer comes, il
as the specimen may be damaged by any delay, T think I liad better send it Ly this opporo-
nity, and enclose a copy of this letter to you. It appears to me that this small spechwen, which
is alout a fuot long, will faraish most of the information that is roquirad at Colenita ahont the
Kistna Dolphin. The big animal was about six feet long, aud itz ewstoms and ha'.
parts all showed it to bear & remarkalle vesemblanee to tue haman speelvs,

8. I gave twenty Rupees to the fishermen who secured her and ten Topees 1o those who
brought Ler in a distance of 32 miles.

< wel Intornal

There will be a fow other small itews on account of
which I will make, and transmit to the Museuw at Calcutta,

Orprr THEREON, 271h March 1868, No. 399.
Communicated to the Supcrinten-ient of the Government Central Muscum.

No. 206.

(True Extract),

Clicf Scerelary.

To the Supcrintendent, Government Central Museumn.
»  Collector of the Kistna District,

Exd, F, R, Bantloman,
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