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No. 145. Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal Commis-
sion, Madras.to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George;
dated Madras, 15th December 1868, No. 955.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 18of Act IX. of 1867, I have
the honor to enclose the Minutes of the Proceedings of an adjourned General Meet-
ing of the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Madras, held on the 9th Decem-
ber 1868.

At an adjourned General Meeting of the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Madras, under
Act IX. of 1867, held at their Office in Errah Bauloo Chetty street, Black Town, on

Wednesday the 9th December 1868, at noon. -
Presmxr.
Colonel C. A. DENISON, President.
Dr. D. H. Patterson. ° Mr. F. Doderet,.
G. Nursimula Chetty Garu. ,» C. E. Gover. ﬂ
Y. Vencataramiah Garu. «» G. Hamnett. -
C. Parthasaradi Naidu Garu. Colonel A. C, Silver.
V. Kristnama Chariar. Dr. J. Miller.
C. V. Iyasami Moodelliar. . Mr. J. Grosge.
M. S. Sadagopa Moodelliar. Janay Jahan Khan Bahadoor.
Mr. J. G. Coleman. P. T. Ramanjuloo Naidu Garu.
P. Sommasundrum Chettiar. Captain W. H. Edgcome.
P. Chuckra Chettiar. Lieutenant-Colonel T. Gillilan.
C. V. Parthagarad: Iyengar. Lhe Honorable Meer Humayoon Jah Bahadoor.
Mr. J. W. Gantaz. M. Venketasami Naidu Garu, ’

»» Cyrus Grant. :
The President read the following minute :—

. GENTLEME'N,-fIfl sulfmitting the Budget at the adjourned meeting, I shall be glad to find tRat
.it has, on consideration since Jast General Meeting, met with your approval. It hag been framed

. e balance in hand ; still I should have been glad to have spent the whole sum
‘ allotted‘ in last year's Budget for roads and communications; but, as stated at last meeting, we had
§ been 80 1‘mpeded, by the inaction of the contractors, that it was impossible to do this, and it was only
by working up to the full extent of office labor that we were ablo to keep matters going at all Tl;e
: g, I freely admit, are in a terrible state; but I am using every exertion to get them in'betta
d trust, before another six months are Over, we may see great improvements.
: -] am.in hopes that, for next year at all events, we may not be deprived of this 80
of revetiy vMarket Loan 1,00,000 to be raised on debentures. I hope what T said in Jah:
1867, amd at last meeting, may induce you toaccede td this. The reporis of the Sanitary Insrieg-
‘tor and lixeGative 4 on the subject, will, I think, serve to show, not only how absoinpt,::
necessary it is to have a new i o7

of revenue. I S~ Rt ‘
1 shall be glad of your sanction to the-adiitional 50 BRupees
proposed for the Book-
\Mazager. ook-keeper and

Conservancy.—Thoe increase under this head 15, I consider,

o ; : esgential, but with re
18, viz., 25,000 Rupees, assumed as the probable cost being gard to No,

the average ¢xpense of taking the censyg
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ment should, therefore, contribute a fair proportion. o

I have heard a complai i k
mplaint that, in printing the detai
o e ' _ 0T g the details of the Enei i
toe tak;;n:ote:, \\;13 h.a,ve not gone sufficiently into details. T can onlfsi;e:h:tnii Stammry e
ur havin ! ; ‘ in o
T oo myselfgt (;gotrlxle too far, and caused an unneeessary expense in printir s ‘;x"‘-p“‘m
Bong fo subject esame remarks, but I may say that I was alwa weitle, 20 e
) . . ' ‘ i
Hoads of P 11.1encs to any Commissioner who required further j f o o g ere
y given it, either personally or in writing, had I been asked rormation, and should bave
With regard to the iy - 50
nprovements projected under ‘
have had ooy to the e o er heads 8, 9, and 10, the Commissioners will

ort, as also what I
1 have not placed N L, . what I stated at the 1g .
~ alakh of R placed 50 large a sum on the estimate for maintenance lf °) Genoral Mecting
upees, i3, I expect, the full extent of what we shall be of roads as for last year, but

entered for each Division be expended at the expiration of ne able to spend; and should the sums
. <

will . . t ..
\ be able to say that the roads, in their several divisions. are ize;r,dl t?St the Commissioners
’ ood order.

?‘ g2 1 have placed a sum of 21,050 im

3 : . on the estimates for meta ing roads and

alled, and think this will be a very great l)oorll foislfarrn - " o
R ¢

and it will also be a manifest improvement, and by letti

lected, and that the 1

, y get some equivalent for the

. . ’ t

visits of the Collector’s conocopolies a listle more e:(’{:i:bcl‘:“’ed ot ot eh

eets not hitherto

: . me-

onstautly baving applications on this score
’

ng ' ey g
g the poorer clasges see they are not ne
5"

em, we shall render the

1 ha.ve also, as far aslay in my power, extended the liehtin
posed, viz., 9420 Rupees The number of Lamp Posts e:ectedg

I shall be glad if you pass No 12, viz.
been now for nearly two years waiting

'm you will see by the addition pro-
sinee January last to date, is 290
» 10,000 Rupees, for co i .
e 10,06 , nstructing new drains, for I hay
the commencement of this good work mething to be done on Captain Tollentrn . o
» good work scems as far as off as ever, though lind sont me
o sommancement of s oot vk » though I have had sent nie

bub

that

New strect boards and ncw names for streets are
stmeets are unpronounceable.
I consider we should do something m
e ore for t
and bear half the f ing 1 e ratepayors than merel
expense of watering the North Beach as at present. f,
nuisances of Madras -ateri e
\ as, morcover watcring the roads, as long as it isnot do
them.
.A‘s the Executive Engineer rightly remarks should a great fire take nlace ;
Municipality would be in the painful position of not being able to render much :ssai:: g odras the
not be “‘ a fire engine to be purchased” for 5000 Rupees, as, with this sum, we sz‘ln c‘;;i bIt Y
. ’ s ou o
import two or more, not firsc class of courss, but sufficient for our wants. I got out thable N
day, for gardening purposes, at a cost including freizht and all charges of 130 Rupees, what ise:t]l]le;
a Crystal Palace Fire Engine, and which will throw a powerful jet of water up to the to,p of‘any ha:me
se

»urgently needed, the names of most of our

¥ water the Mount road
dust is one of the great
ne too lavishly, proteets

in Black Town ; but for an extensive fire this, of course, would not be sufficient. In Bombay and

5

tail.
It was then proposed by the President and seconded by Mr. Coleman and carried —** Tt {He

foMowing taxes, tolls, and rates, under the Madras Municipal Act IX. of 1867, be lefjed in th’
ensuing year 18G9, subject to the approval of Government :— ?

Tax on carriages, horses, and other animals, as providedin Scctin 43, and Schedule A
of Act TX. of 1867. | |
. Tax on carts and other wheeled vehicles/ without springn;')‘as provided in Scetions 45 to 47 of
the said Act. el

Tolls on carriages and animals entering the municipal limits, as provided in Scetions 49 to 55
and Schedule B of the said Act. ,

Tax on professions, trades or callings and liquor licenses, as provided in Sections 57 to 62, and
Schedules C and C2, respectively, of the said Act.

were we to pass, out of deference to the P

}:Icutta they have steam fire engines. We will now, gentlemen, if you please, take the budget in o
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A rate of 7} per cent. on the annual value of all houses, buildings, and Jands, as provided in Sec-

tions 69 to 82 of the said Act.

Resolved that the estimated receipts, aggregating Rupees 5,91,188, be approved.

It was next proposed by Mr. Gover and seconded by Colonel Silver and carried—*¢ That the
item of charges A and B (in Budget estimate) as far as extra writers be sanctioned.”

Then it was proposed by Mr. Gover and seconded by Colonel Silver and carried— **That C.,
D., and E. (in budget estimate) be sanctioned.”

Mr. Gover then said—
GextLeEMEN,—1t is with considerable reluctance that T venture to address you on this subject,

gince my duty with the pnblic and Government may appear somewhat to clash with my duty to
the President. The President is, of eourse, anxious that his proposal should be sanctioned, because
he thinks they are necessary for the well-being of the people of this town. On the other hand we

are appointed to use our judgment regarding all measures proposed, and should fail in our duty
resident, matters of which we do not ourselves approve.

I think shat this is a time when special care should

be exercised. We know very well that we arc on the eve of an enormously increased expenditure.
The water project will iuvolve an extra Jakh of Rupees at least. Next week Captain Tulloch is ex-
pected to arrive laden with a drainage project, which will, if adopted, launch us into an expendi-
ture of nearly 40 lakhs with a minimum annual charge of at least two lakhs of Rupees. On the other

hand, there will probably be a contemporaneous loss of income. The old Trade Tax, which this year
Rupees 30,000, will yield nothing next year. Then, again, after the
ery doubtful whether the Government will, after next year,
00 will thereby be lost. We, therefore, must,

I am the more anxious to explain this, because

is expected to return nearly
Minute of the Governor General, it is v
ganction the levy of tolls, and about Rupees 42,4
in any case, meet, at an carly period, a greatly inereased charge, while our resources will be

actually less than now. But permit me, for a moment, to &arry this argument a step further. Asa
business man I feel that we ought never to spend, in any one year, more than the estimated reccipts
of that year, unless some special circumstances arise which will demand special and unusual cxpen-
diture. Such special charges may fairly be met from a cash balance, and in this lies the great
advantage of having a decent balance at the bankers. If this be true the preceding considerations
would seem to show that this year, above all others, we should be careful not to pass beyond our
income, for it is not pretended that, except the market, any unusual charge is likely to arise, and
the market is not proposed to be erected out of the cash balance.

v But, gentlemen, on referring to the budget statements I find that, not only is it proposed to
spend all the income of the year, but also to draw enormously upon the cash balance. The ba-
 lance on the 1st January 1‘869, is estimated to reach Rupees 1,75,000, or, including the Government
er, Rupees 20,10,062. But if the budget plans are carried out, there will be, on the last day of
, a balance of only Rupees 54,000 ; so that the President proposes that we should spend more
LR one and half lakhs of Rupces in excess of our revenue. With the utmost deference to Colonel
o) gon 1 would submit that this cannot be right. If the market be included we are asked to
hs more than we shall receive. On the face of things this should not stand.

& tionally, of course, the Pregident has placed us in a dilemma. It isnow December
t should, according to the Act, have been passed in November. The dilemma is this:

while t [gh
we shall faikiin our duty if we pass the budget as it stands ; yet we shall infringe the Act, which |
is our charter; ifwe do ass it. -

Again, every consideratiot™f propriety and business demands, that, before we allot our expen-
diture for next ycar, we should km‘m!v{; far thatalich was allotted last year has gone. If we
are asked for an increase we should certeinly b informed how, and how far the last year’s sup-
ply has failed to secure cfficicncy But this has not beea done. We know absolutely nothing of
what has been done this year. We are as innocent as children as to the results of our labors in
1868. How then can we vote éxpenditure for 1869. Last year it was confessedly done blindfold,

because there was nob trusm&;th?. experience to guide the Commission. But there has been ample
:4}5’ r"\“k\»:“
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by the President :;n% 8seconded by C. Parthasarady Naidu and carried—*‘That
- commg yeax,"whieh may be estimact::il ;!1; ;5‘;?030?1}:::;:.&‘ fhe expense of teking o consus in tho
. Colonel Gillilan after this ro;
business set down for the day, i
which he might have. With regard to the items to which Mr, Go

- such as would occur once and for ever. They were not likel;r t
88 to the Tinnevelly settlement queStion, it wag a subject which

to the President in order that the Presid

‘mate of the cost for the removal of the nuisance. Mr. Gover
- rather late in the day.

ought to have been communicated
ctor might have prepared an esti-
had brought the subject forward

precious as money. Long speeches were
persons. The Commissioners had met to
separate item as it came.

ed to confuse the minds of

Pass the budget, 1t would be well to deal with each

Dr. Patterson’s suggestion wag adopted, and then with regard ¢

ncy Department, My, Hamnett
and that the European Overgee
Mr. Gover upon this withdrew his objection to item No. I

Colonel Denison observed that, with regard to the E
e P condion oL Pt Rt Dgr e,
Item No. I was passed.
- With regard to the subject of latrines, Dr. Patterson gaid that b
~ enough to Ap‘lan‘a“latrin‘e, which was not approved ;e
~ that the old latrines were the best. He had no do oo
- an they could devise, bufthere was onething wrol;bgi ;ﬁ:ﬁ:::ﬂ h:m:tm
5 noticed that, 5o far as the Executive Department wag c'oxmornede::l
factorily. Nothing could be possibly worse than the filthy ﬁ:anfxer ix,r
and this was mainly owing to there not being a sufficient number of
It was, therefore, absolutely necesgdry, if the Commissioners wished to
a larger number of men, and more efficient handg, o
= Mr. Hamnett concurred with Dr. Patterson.
2, 8, mnit -were passed,
11" No. 5, in reference to a sum of 3005 Ry . ‘
cleaning of parcherries and other crowded localities, Mr. Colemmlzz:::e?;:gt f:t down ‘,
sary that the President should have in his hands such a sum, for otherwise Co;: '.;_1 v]v)a: e
‘havé to call’y meeting whenever he wanted any money for cleaning ouf s r’; 1 Denisog
Ttem No. B was passed. . SR T pare
'With regard to item No. 8, Rupees 200 as cart hire for bringi
" tored to the Park, Colonel Denison observed that, of the dead dogg
dogs were buried under the trees, whilo the better class of them
The sulject of the General Market was then introduced ) reupb% A
derstand Mr. Ve

as the matko would be o sourod ofIgge,fngome, he &l
" proposal ; butthe Board would liké to have the marlkéh for themselves,

o item No. I, as to the employ-
observed that the employment

¢ .
of Europeans had been sanctioned, ra had workeq satisfactorily.

£ latrines were better than
t often to see the latrines,
he work wag not done satig-
which the latrines were kept

have clean latrines, to emplq

ncatasawmy Naidu’s

It was then proposed by the President and seconded by C. Parthasardy Naidu Gary—¢ That
the Right Honorable the Governor in Council be requested to muve the Government of Indiy to
grant the Municipality a loan of a lakh of Rupees for the purpose of erecting a market on thie
same terms as the loan for water distribution.”

Mr. Gover then moved as an amendment—** That the matter be deferred for the cousideration
of Mr. Vencatasawmy Naidu’s offer,” ‘

Mr. Kristnama Chari seconded this amendment.

men to attend to the latrines I 3 statements of receipts and disbursements only, to know how the items

. ) o .
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Mr. Vencataramiah observed that the market was a speculation, If the Municipality had
funds at its disposal he would have no objeetion to the speculation. The offer of Mr. Vencata-
sawmy Naidu should be taken advantage of. o

Dr. Patterson wished to know till what time the matter was to be deferred, and for whose
consideration ; and why could not the Commissioners present dispose of Mr. Vencatsawmy Naidu's
offer. '

Mr. Gover’s amendment being then put to the vote was carried.

Mr. Gover then proposed—*‘ That the consideration of the items 9 and 10 of the Executive
Engincer’s estimate, Part I1., be deferred until the submission of a report from that officer regard-
ing those portions of the streets (Ummen Covil, Annapillay, and Salay streets,) which required
widening,

Mr. Vencataramiah observed that the Commissioners were called upon too suddenly to decide
on this matter. If plans of the streets had been sent round some two or three months before,
the Members of the Board would have been prepared to come to a conclusion. It wag wrong tq
effect improvements hastily, for, if the Commissioners acted thus, the public would be led to believe
that their interests were not consulted. He would, thercfore, support Mr. Gover’s amendment.

Dr. Patterson also said that notice of these subjects should have been given early, as, before
the Commissioners could approve of the estimates in the budget, they should satisfy themselves on
the points. If he was called upon to sanction an amount for widening any particular street, as a
member who lived in Madras, he would like, before giving a conseientious opinion, to visit and -
inspect the place. Of course, the Commissioners felt it their duty to-help the President. If
details had been placed before them, they would most willingly have rendered him all the aid in
their power. The Commissioners were asked to approve of a budget to come, when no information
had been given them as to how the items in last yoar’s budget were expended. ‘

Colonel Denison roplied that the receipts and disbursements were laid before the Doard
regularly every two months, and a statement for receipts and disbursements for nine months
had lately been put before the ‘Commissioners,

Colonel Gillilan thought that Dr, Patterson’s objection was met by the fact that all the sub-

jects were circulated a fortnight before the meeting, and it had been open to Dr. Patterson to visit
any of the streets if he chosge. ‘ : ST S

The Honorable Meer Humayun Jah Bah

adoor was of opinion that

Colonel Silver also -agreed with Dr. Patterson that it. was impo 8, ' \!,_lg
receipts and disbursements for nine months which had been prepared, t6' know

ems were disposed of. It should be clearly shown how each of the budget’h&ds has been
vended. - o DA e :

It was then proposed by Mr. Gover and seconded by Mr. Narasimuiu Chv&tyandcamed~—
Bhat the consideration of tem 12 of the Executive Engineer's estimats ffbf'édnsﬁfdéﬁﬁg‘ixew
- pe deferred until the receipt of the new drainage scheme.’ = ‘ :
Rved that items 2 to 8, 11, 13 to 18 of the Enginepr’s Budget, Part ‘II., be sanctioned,
ect in reference. to the necessity for afire engine was introduced. M. Gover objected
base of a fire engine, as ho congidered that it would be useless as it was difficult to get ”

to the p

“water in Me’idraﬂ\. A

Colonel Gillilan held tﬁ% was a dxagrace that the Municipality had ‘ﬁot ‘ivbts fire engine.

After some future discussion-wover witW{g objection upon which the item wag
passed. . Iy ’

It was next proposed by the President, at;:l seconded by Dr., Miller,

tive Engineer’s estimate he, sanctioned. ‘
M;-rg_ J{iishpaxna Chari then read the following :—

MR, PrEsgonxt AND GENTLENEN,—You are all aware th

'posc_d";ﬁb‘fhove’twq questions for consideratioy One of them

allowed to spring up in th- shape of permane

that Part ITI. of the Execu-

at at the last General Mecting I pro-
referred to that nuisance which wag
N 1. ~ ~ M

hioheds in front of the old liue of houses in the




*}tbw valus.of buifdings, but nons at all 5, the fomer. T know:
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said 8o in g lei';ter,,to Government, and had taken action to remove the same. “In proceeding to
saynow a féw-wqrds on the other question respecting revision of assessment on houses and lands,
“which, at my request, was deferred for consideration 'to to-day,‘:owing to the very late and incon-~

Act; ‘and my reason for venturing to draw the attention of the Coniinissionevs to the sub-
ject just now is, that the Inconvenience conunected with the present mode of revising the
assessment is becoming so great, and ig affecting s0 much the temper of the Native inhabi.

rather than allow matters to get serious, and give room to complaints against the Commis.
sioners before the Government or the Police Courts, which are becoming very common, and
the rule, instgad of being the excoption, Now the gist of my motion is simply this. The

say that the increase in the value of la ded property will Dot, to some extent, enable us to gécure
this by a revision of house and land assessment ; but I maintain that this is & measure which
affects the iiterests of thousands in a permanent way, and peither the Commissioners, ag 5 body,
tior the public have been told the nocessity, or éxpediency, for the re-valuation that ig going on," I
say in a permanent way, beeause. the valuation of»}gpi;s_es, ‘when once fairly fixed, ought to last for
some time, 80 that the minds of the owners of houges and lands may be get at rest, instead of being
kept constantly in an unpleasan(:- and an angry mood, by frequent attompts to raise or alter the
existing rates. Consequently, when attgmpting to secure an increase of revenue from the houge
and‘land rates, nothing is 80 important for the reputation of the pregent Municipal administration

as also to secure at the samo time a Just and proper re-valuation ; for evep without going to th;
length of attributing defects and inequalities in the Previous valuation which porhaps do exigt,

only not cared much about, owing-to the genera) lightness of the Municipal taxes formerly, I may

mention that great changes have taken Place in the relative importance of
this-town, and it will have come within the experien ‘ '
wore once valuable and fashionable have now de
.«... RSN s V‘Vi Yichb 7

its;,ox%gr;inoW,”-whi'le if you go -in"an‘xbppositerdir_ectioh', say, Eg
: hm%aw there, in previous years, at 5 or 50° Rupees Per meh
 7.0r.70 Rapées. - Conseqfuently, -in- the - lethet- eshe, ‘thape will ‘Be- souig

Fmer. Lknow; also, that soves;
‘are actually paying the hbuse-tax and quit-rent without earning '
the tenants' who occupy the hon_ses, gimply taking careof {hom. e Whrations require
re-valiation of honses show pried out in the doarctul and ascurate manner pos-
1l & oy il o Nipnidnd gble to affurd. And I now venture
to agk, with all the respeci-and deférence due Mk esident, whether a mere passing allusion
made by the President in some former meeting in regard to his int-ntion to scek the assistance of
the Commissioners in-the matter of re-valuing the houses and laris, “and in taKﬁxg the census of
the population, and his subsequent Memorandum addressed to five or six individual Commissioncrs
to aid the Assessor, constitute the best and the most satisfactory way of achicving this great ob-
Jject. The few gentlemen called upon to give their assizrance will be able to explain for tucmselves

why they omitted, as alleged, to respond to the call ; though

.‘r

cgtY p caMs

17 see sbme diﬁiculby‘_ in unpaid »
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honorary members, who have other business enough on hand, dancing attendance on the Assessor,
whenever he cliooses to call in the strects, just as they are required to do under the Aet, 1, how-
ever, trust that the Commissioners will concur with me that what ljttle communication the Pre-
sident might have had with individual members would not be sufficicnt to inform the general body
of Commissioners on the subject, and much less the thousands of house and land-owners who are
concerned. What I expected, and what every body would naturally have expected in such anim-
portant measure as this, is that the whole plan of operations would have been laid before the Com-
missioners, in order to elicit their opinions, and counsel, in regard to the necessity for the revision
as well as the modus operandi, so that the best line of action possible might be adopted, and
clear instructions laid down for the conduct of the officers employed for the purpose of carrying out
that plan, and for the information of the public who arc to be affected by the measure.

But when I saw, three wooks ago, Mr. Bazcly, the Assessor, and about half 4 dozen belted
peons, and other servants, entering my house as well as a dozen other native houses in my neigh-
bourhood, without giving any previous intimation whatever, and to the great confusion and annoy-
ance of all the inmatoes, insisting on visiting the inner apartments, and treading on sacred ground
to the great offence of their religious feelings, it was the first nctice I had of such an hinportant
measure being carried on in such a summary and objectionable manner. It has, I assure you, sir.
excited great dissatisfaction and outery in the town ; and who will not make an outery where
money and religion are the question ; and I Lave been spoken to on the sulject by several respect-
able ratepayers in the 2nd Division in which I reside. Furthermore, I am really unable to gee
what provision has been made for securing a correct valuation. 1 saw the Assessor going rapidly

- from house to house, and noting down what he would call results, as he came out of cach house,

without any proper inquiry, for making which he did not stay sufficiently long. Ilcre spe two
notices in my hands served by the Assessor on one of our honorary Commissioners, the first iy,
March, and the other in November of this ycar, the former fixinzg the annual rental value of his
house at Rupees 610, and the latter at Rupees 800, while no addition was made to the building
during this interval of cight months. The new value is nearly double the former, which
18 certainly a summary way of revising the value. I have  brouzht this case to your
notice, gentlemen, not because it affuety one of our boly, but as an nstance of what i3
being done in the name of the Commissioners, (Then Mr. Sadazopa Moodelly made some
additional remarks on the subject.) I confess I cannot comprehend what trustworthy results
he could have arrived at without g fuir inquiry.  But [ suppose he noted down, as Lo
came out of each house, what I suspeet to be simply the addition of 20 to 50 per cent. over tho
former valuation, which the people everywhere fancy we, the Commissioners, are determined ¢,
clap on by any and every means, After this description of the mode of re-valuation followeq hy
the Asscssor, need I say that it ig most perfunctory, unreliable, and unjust.

Now to be brief, gentlemen, I maintain that, according to Sections 73, 74, and 75 of the
Municipal Act, it is clearly our province, or rather it is oup bounden duty as representatives of
the public, whose interests we are here to proteet, to discuss and decide on the plan of operationg
and the agency to be employed for carrying this general revision of house and land assessment, and
thus facilitate the action of the President.  If we neglect to do this our proper duty, all the obloquy
of the present irregular proceeding of the Assessor would be thrown upon ourselves,

Colonel Denison next read this Memorandum ;—

At the General Meeting of 25th ultimo, I alluded to Mr, Kristnama Charriar's question regard-
ing the revision of assessment, and the agency by which it should be done, and remarkeq on the
vagueness of the Sections of the Municipal Act of 1867, as resar ssessin SRH
lands, especially Section 73. I girds the.a s of buildings and

1 can.nor.; boliev.e 1t was the intention of the Legislature that the valuation wag to be made 1y
:i::ii?mrjl\l:f]l,onn?;i;otﬁe7;0:(;111(111255;?]?8.;: n,],(;lftol ‘corfle Stt}rlct])" within ?hc Drm ince of tle exe-
pointed out that ¢ 1t i i’ndispcnmblc to flfc . ‘h' : Lm-“?" . dt‘ your firt el

H Proper carrying out of ], ¢

President should have at hand : i
= H,DAS‘(S‘ N Y " 0l aee I
sessor, who will Le able to oesig L and e Honorary Conta

Mecting, 1
Xecutive dutics, (ha tho
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missionors in the very troudiesoue aadonerons duty of assessment urder the present Act,” and I
aceordingly proposed . oli C. Pavilinsarady Naidoo sceonded ~< That an Assessor, who shall
also be an Assistant t the Cotlestor, e appointed on a saiary of Rupees 300 per mensen from 1st
November 1867, and that Mr. N Bazely, Jupior, be nominated to the said office.””

o some vemarks by Colonel Silver, the resolution was put to the meeting and carried.

T huve, on sevoral subsequont oceasions, alluded to the subject of re-assessing the Town, and
motably o1 ¢ Ble July heow, a ‘ationed in my minute of 23t ultimo; and on the 98th August
fxsued actrcalur to cortain ol the Commissiouers soliciting their valuable assistance in their res-
pective di visions,

I submit, thercfore, that the work is being done in accordance with the dct, by an As:e830T
appointed by the Commissioners, wud with their full knowledze and concurreuce.

I also observe that tie subjeet is prowinently alluded to in the Finance Committec's Report,
with their sugzestions for its more speedy completion.

That 3r. Kristama Charriar was not on the list of gentlemen whose assistance [ solicited

1

is uneertainly wnfortunate, as he scews so deeply tuterested in the watters but in geleeting Mr. L.
Parthasarady Naideo, who was a mewber of the former Commission, and had much expericuee 1
assossing projerty, 1 considered 1 made the best possible choice.

Uolonel Sitver thought that their native friends had taken alurm by Leinz under the nnpres-
sion, from an item in the tudget, that the value of the houses would be raised by 20 per cent.
The natives, however, had o cause Hre fear. He was also aware of the diseontent which 1.1'0\';1'110(1
with regard to the machinery which was employed fur carrying out the revision.

Dr. Pattorson wished to mention an interesting fact in connexion with this subject. TW
general complaint amongst Natives was that the persuns who were employed in the work of revision
entered into sueh parts of Luildings as were consilered saered. Ile could state a case which was
yery &iovent. e Lnew of an instance where 2 house, which was valued last year at 1200 Rupees,
was valued this vear at 1400 Rupees, without eitber Mr. BDaz-ly or any other Mousicipal oifiver
setting foot within its walls,

Mr. Gover said that, in the Finance Comnaittes’s Report, it hald been g sosted tnat Mr Hie-
phenson should assist Mr. Buzely, but as My. Stepbowson’s serviees could not Le spared for that
purpose, he did not see why & naiive ol ot b uppointed as Assistant Assesor, on ateif 200
Lupees a mouth. This person would be able to enter any native house in case of a dispute arising-

It was theu proposed by Colonel Silver and seconded by Ramanjooloo Naidu—*' That the
rovision of the estimate for 18G9 be stopped until the nest General Meeting, to allow the Ct’m\“‘
wissioners time to give the matter 'l consideration, and devise such measures Hrr carrying it nte
etfect.” . .

The meeting then resolved itsclf into a Speciul Mecting to consider the Finance Comm;%ee s

Report. - CDEN
(Slgll(‘d\f C. ]”';.\XSON, ,.. .
Prosident of the ,\!uut't‘iprzl (jmnmi;&wn.
No. 146. Ogrprn rorneox, 21st December 1868, No. 1561

Ty Lo record
(True Faxtract).

R. 8 BLLIS

Chir’ Seerefury

gxl 3, Wiight,
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GENTLENEN, i swowibiingih o4 - . Folls. 1 am i hopes that for west yesr & 11
adjourned mecting, 1 TR , - events we may not be deprived of this Suurcod’ff
it has, on consideraiion : Tt o i{evenue, Market Loan 1 05,000 to be Fained 0711 , 1
) At st 0 A o 1867 an

et with your apuroval, Lo o vonin oy 0 vegh entures. 1 hope what § sajd in Janualy 156 -
AR o ubia-

ede ¥

at last meeting may i
3 Y lduce you to act s
',ljher?pu?ts of the Su“im“y)]nslmcwr and 16xecUs
tive Bugiueer on the subject will | think, serf® +©

C y it Lo

carg, etk L think you will admit i ihe
1n1p1‘1}\":1:101}(x suggestod are wrgently  needs
ed. At the Dol Meetinee i ooy 3

e
- t shiew not only how ihsolusely  necesary

declt with eost of Shedt e oo s Lot e h .
ol Lot at ke e s 1; %ﬁ\:{linf\z f;(:,netxt(‘d Murker, hut also b it would;
h Voo N Lo 2, DC & eTlLie & omren of wenue,
!;:)rn\ deal v u.m«l foay h,‘. vesupiitihate them, I shall be glel o ‘m““;itﬁ:::: the Jdditiuull ) i(
.Uw'?\‘.u great itums ol exparlitin: uity vl conreg B0 Rupees proposed for the Bouok-keepes ¥ ¥
for Conservancy wnd bagriuesving projects aad § Mauager - y ?

. ; : ‘ auager. 1 §
have keptin view ju buth the alsotate requiye Conservancy.~The increase under thi head iy s
wments of this great and  deusely  crovw ol eyt consider, essential, but with regard te No. 18 Vﬂ; /
Qur proteble caxh balance onthe Si.n ol De- o5 ()UO lzupees, assumed as the probable cust 1)3{ :
cember iy considerably lnrver thau L like 1o see, th«; average expense of taking the census at Bl
though it ¢ {lewnant nw donbt to Lave a luge bay, 1 consider this quite as much an Iwpecsg  F
Lusance in hand ; still J should have been giad a M'uuicipal question, and that "’”t",”‘““““t‘ she -

woper on.

to bave spent the whole sun allotted in lust therefore contribute a fair | ! L
year's Budget for roads aud connmuuicationsg, but I have heard a complaiut H‘Htt. in printipg
as stated at last Meeting we bad been so impeded details of the Engineer and Sanitary ISTRIPRE. |
by the inaction of the contractors thatit wus . Estimates we have nyt gone sulfficiently ..,
impossible to do this, and it was only by work- . $ails. I can only saylfhat last year exeejtig
ing up to the full extent of office labur that we i taken to our having gone too far, and
were able to keep matters going atall.  The roads, ! an upnecesssery expensSe i priuting,
1 freoly admit, are in a terrible staty, but I am was med going to  subject _myxelf
using every exertion to get them it better order, n?ma femarks,” but 1 way say’ that v
vad trust, before ancther six montbs are over, ¥ alwa seible, as were Heads™of Depary
missioBer svho required 4

C v mee greabimprovemeuts. -

Inrth,
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7 gooré,

. .
and should have rewlily given it eiiber

Y
ation, s ... A

;rsoua”y or in writing, had § buenaskad, .
With regard to the hmprovemems projectod

heads 8-9-10 the Commissioners will Lave
ore them, the Eugincer’s Report, as wso
what I gtated at the last General Meeting. .
I have not placed 80 large a sum on the estimate
' gormaintenance of roads as for last year, but a
§ o of rupees, i I expect, the full extent of what
all be able to spend, and should the sums
d for each Division be expended at the
expiration of next y(l:;l.r, ll trust ;,he Cmﬁmissiom,rz
i]] be able to say that the roads, in their several
glwgsions, are in good order.
I have placed a ssm ol d‘.’l,OSO (gn the E'st?u}mtes
etalling roads and streets not hitherte
| metall]I:’d’ andgthink this will be a very great boon,
for I am constantly having applications ou this
and it will also be a manifest improvement,
and by letting the poorer classes see they arv not
neglef’“d’ and that they get roue equivileut for
(. the taxzes Scrc_*\ved out of them, we shall the
{4 yénder the visx&s oélthe Collectur’s  conocopolivs
jttle more en urabile.
8 l; have also, as far as lay in my power, extended
, - the lighting as you will see by the additicn pro-
posed, vig., 942Q rupees. - The number of Lump
Posts erected, since January last to date, is 290.
Ishall be glad if you pass No. 12, via., 10,600
Ra. for constructing new drains for [ have boc
now for nearly two years waiting for something
to be done on Captain Tullloch’s asystem, but
" ghe comencement of this good work seerns as fur
' © off as ever, though I have had sent me that offi-
” ger’s report on the Bombay drainage.

New street boards aud uew names for strects
are urgently needed, the names of most of vur
streéts are uuprunounceable,

1 comsider we should do something more
for the rate .a,ers than merely water the Monnt
Road and bear’half the expense of watering she
North Deach] as wt prescnt, for dust is cus of
the great nuisances of Madras, wmoreover warerine
the rual(!sh as long as it is not done toy l-.u'x:shl;

rotects them.
P As the Kixecutive Eugineer rightly remarks
should a great five take place in Madras the
‘Muaicipality wonld be in the painful  position of
not being able to render much assistause, It
should not be “ a fire Engive to Le pur-
chased” for 5000 Rs, as with this sum we
should be able to import two or more, not 1st clu»s.;
of course, but sufficient for our wants. I got vug
the other day for gardening purposes at u cost in-
tluding freight aud all churges of {30 Rupoes
Wh{it is called a Crystal Pulace Lirs Kngine :imf
which will throw a powertul jet of water up to che

under
had bef

we shi
entere

for

top of any house in Black Town, bat for an exton.
sive fire this of enurse would not b ouficicny, In
Bombay and Caleutta they have .teamn firs

engines, We will now, gentlemen, it you pleies
take the Budget in detuil, ’

It was then proposed Ly the Prosident .nd
geconded by Mr. Coleman aud carriad ¢ Pl
the following™ taxes, tolls aj raes,  under the

' Madras Municipal Act IX of 1867 be levie :
adras Municipal Act IX of 1867, be levied in the
ensuing year 1869, subject to the approval of Go-
yernment :—

Ta:x on .carriages, borses and other animals, ay
provided in sections 36 to 43 and  schedule 4 of
Act IX of 1867,

f!‘ux on carts and other wheeled vehicles witheue
Nprings as provided in sections 45 to 47 of the sala,
Act. ‘

) ’I‘(fll.s on ('?.rriages and  animals entering the
Qupicipal limits as provided in sections 49 o5
dnd schedule B of the said Act,
; Tax on professi(?us, tm‘des or callings aul liquor
censes as provided in sections 57 to 62 ang
¥chedule O and 02 respectively of the said Act.
A rate‘of 74 per cent. on the annual value of all
bouse buildings and lands as provided in suetions

... 00 to 82 of the said Act,

l

1

}

)

! that g venture to addresy
"y daey with tOe public gng Gove
pear somewhat stel clash wity, iy

]
|

(Z.

-—Fo — &
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Y wa's next Proposed by si,. . .yerand second.
of by Colone! Silver and carrjeq—« That the itewy
tharges A and B (in Budget estimate) as far as

s

x4, writers be sanctioped,”

Then it was propugeq by Mr. Gover and

Sacyuded by Colonel gj). ;
€. . sud E. (in Bu dget:e; and  carried—* thag

ti X
My, Gover then said—. imate) be sanctioned

. Tk s s
pEvEN,—Ttis with Considerahle relucta.nce’

Yoy on thj .
- MR sub 3
t ’ectl slnce,‘

v
jdent. The President is of ‘Ow %noun that

8 proposal should be sanctioned, beoansehes |

- s they are necessary for the well
th_m;col.leyof this town. On the otherbl:::fl ;2
the Pninted to use our judgment regarding all
are agres proposed, anud shuuldrailinour duty were
me Pa,ss out of defeicuce to the President, wmat
w0 ¥ Fyhich we do nes oursselves approve, [ am
terd ~ jore anxivus to explain this becwuss [
the & that this is a time whenspecial care
thitt: be excrcised. We know very well that
gBo on the eve of an envrmously increused ez-
we ¥ re. The water project will involve an
ond? ¢ of rupees at least. Next week Captain
estt® | is expested to arrive lauden with a drain-
Tullor&ob which will, if adopt.d, launch ug into

240 Py itqre of nearly 40 luies with & minilgum
e es &6 of at least two lacs of rupees.;On the

e

- - B

. ‘other hand “there will prolibly be a contempo-

i

i

t

i

{

i

raneons loss of income.  I'h: old Trade Tax which
this year is expocted t yetirn nearly Ks. 39,000
will yield nothing next yewr. Then again,
after the minute of the Jovernor General
it is very doubtful whetlier the Govern~
ment will after wpext year, sanction the
levy of tolls, and of about Rs. 42,000
will thereby be lust. We therefore must
in any case meet at an early period a greatly in~
creased charge while our resources will be actually
less than now. But pertnit me for & moment
to carry this argument o step further. Asa
business man I feel that we ought never to spend
in any one year more than the estimated receipts
of that year unless some special circumstances
arise whichk will demand special and unusual
expenditure. Snch special cbarges may fairly
be met from a cash bhalance, and in this lies the
great advantag: of havitg a decent balancé at tha -
bankers. If thix Lo true the preceding counsideras
tions would seein o show that this year above all
others we should ua caveiui not £9 pass beyond our
indome, for itis nov pretemdsd that, except the
market, any uuusval charge is likely to arise, and
the market is not proposeto be erected out of the
cash balance. '
But, gentlemsn, on relzrring tothe budget state-
tients I fir: 1 that not ouly ix it proposed to spend

_v,ﬂégh.ainqouxe of the year, but also to drawen
e spr ul W .

ously ~‘apon h ™ balance. T
balance y on B the ﬂ;est o a ance. Tas
estimated to reachjRs. L,75,000, or inel 1
ing the Government paper Rs. ¢ 01004'»[2;(2‘
But if the budget plans are carrieq out there “will
be on the last day of 1869 4 balanee of unl ;‘l
54,000, so that the President proposes th')«’- o
should spend more than oue and 4 half }:-‘/ N
Tupees i1 excess of our revenue, Wiith the nhL-S U‘E
de'fereme to Colone! Denison [ woulid sy lv)'t;’ It,lls
this cannot be right.  If the markdt be -;1_;:_-‘-“1‘.&;
:zz;rve askged toxpend 2§ lacs wore thag w.:‘;:hz:lcl.
staud.e. o the face of things this shoulq uot

Unintentionally of cours si
pla.ped usin a dilemma. J: ;:l?m‘l:reﬁg:?ﬁ ]has
:hlle the bu_rige;fﬁ <hould according to the Aez“::vuér
eell passed i November. The dilemma i "x::M °

we shall fail in our duty if we pass the ;,.:! t “S,‘

it stands—yet we shall infringe the Act \("i'c-bh I

ouz charter, if we do not pass it. P e s

8aln every consideration of proprie T
:‘lesa demands that before weI al]{);t tiﬁ-af:,:,”;{‘
ure for next year, we should know how va t;f "
which was allotted last year has gune,  [f an
§sked tor an increase we should ccrt:z;ul , ge e
informed how and how far thy iagt S o
supp]y has failed to secure etliciene yEa}" "
this Las not been done. We know :»yb 50} L
ly nothing of what bhas been done tl;i: ate-
We ars as innocent as ehildven a3 o e
results of our labors in 1868, How the the
we vote expenditure for 1869, Last year ,Z" c‘an

confessedly done blindfold, because there was as

trustworthy experience to gnide the Gcmmia;"x.wt
Baut there has been ample woans during the uimé
ten months of (liscoveriug what was nec?(ed Wz}:a
then was not this valuable knowledoe aﬁ‘o.rded 4
us ? & to
These considerations, gentlemen, appea i
portant to me that I cannot co;lsislbfut}l:yso“g?};
my duty vote blindfold an expenditure of &4 Jaex
Huad there been time, I would have 'move(i
$hat the budget be returned for reconsideration
with the instruction that the proposed expenditure
must not exceed the expected income. This can.
not be done. There is but oue alternative left, it s
to use the utmos cure in sanctioning avy increase.
I have given the most anxious study to the quess
tion, and would move that jtems 1,3, 4,5, 8 and
10 be struck out from the proposed iucrease in the
conservancy department. I am th: more confident,
this is the right course to pursue, siuce it is.only 12
mc_mtbs ago that a certain scals of expenditure for
this department was laid down by & special commiy-
Lee after the most careful investigation. Ab the ur-
gent requst. of the President an increase of 93 per
cent on thls_ scale was granted. To alter now
that sca.lfa without having received one word of
explanation would - be most disrespectful to that
committee, and indiguitied for ourselves. {f tireg
Increase be absolutely necessary, lev that necessity
be proved to our satisfaction, and then it will be
cheerfully granted,

While on this subject, gentlemen, there ig
another matter to whicn 1 woull ask your moit
earnest attention. The proposals of the Sy mm”
Inspector remind me of the  Irishwan wl{
b{ushe_d his coat most caretully and then lim.ld
hlse pllrg ol;t of & bug and catried him homa

are gweeplug our streets b avivg i
the wmidst™of the city avile hu?—ie«ie ):" .:letp
lepce whose_ influence musy poison the air faul' ‘m:j
gl?&.‘ 1 vefer to what is cualled the Tinveveily
tho Trivatore Houy Wiy, 514 Choultry on

€ 3 N ords Iaul me ty des ri
%h::i ﬁ.k;:!&l;nl:le Place, but, with your przfi:lg;f
Bave s th!:a to describe sowmething of what I

N Te.  The scttlement is a large. par-
c ll'l'y Comprising perhaps 7,000 paople.. ‘They are

January 1869 g

o s €t a
f the city. On M g % ST
taramiah I followed the course of this drain. Need
Ttell you, gentlemen, what are the cont(uts of
the main drain. In all its horvible Litu the
mewagerolled along an open channel intv a ¢cu_.vunut
tope, and there discharged itwelf on to t).e level
8oil. You must believe ime, though 1 uwn it is
difficult, when I say that the whols contents of
that drain are diligently spread over the grouad.
The sight was horrible, the steuch was overpower -
ing. 1am not very fastidious, but fromn my iirst
cntrance I had to bury my face all but my eyes in
my handkerchief. Even tlen us | passed along the
stench (was so awful, that [ positively had te
run out at my best speed to avold vioient nausea.
It makes me shuddsr now to think of what 7,000
peopleare daily exposed to.  But 1 will not stay
to dwell upon this, and will turn to janother visiv
1 paidin company with Mr. Lee. [t was the day

v
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submission of a report from that officer regarding o !
those portions of the streets (Jmmen Covil, Anna- £ :

pillay and Salay Streets) which reguived wilening.

Mr. Vencataramiah observed that the Com -
missioners were called upon too suddenly to de-
cide on this matter. If plans of the streets had
been sent round some two or three months
pefore, the members of the Board would have
been prepared to come toa conclusion. 1t wagr .

wrong to effect
i the Commissioners acted t

hastily for

improvements T
hus, the public.

&

would be led to believe that their interests were
ot consulted. He would therefore support Mr.

Gover’s amendment. )
Dr. Patterson also said that notice of thess 8

jects should have been given early as before the :

ub- 1

Comunissioners could approve of the estimates in
the Budget they should satisfy themselves on the

If he was called dpon to sanction an

points. jpon !
amount for widening any particular strceb, asa |

member who . oul
Defore giving & consciedtiod ' opinion, to

visit and inspect the placg, lpf,cgprse the Com- ;

lived in Madras, he would like,

missioners felt it their duty to help the President.
if Qetails had been plaesd before theur}, they
would most willingly have rendered him al}

$he aid in their power.

|
4
t
The Commissioners wers |
;

asked to approve of a Budget to come when ne

snformation had been given them aa to how the
jtems in last year’s Budget were expended.

— B

I T

. et} . . —— o
S e ety
RS

" Golonel Denison replied that the Receipts and
Disbursements were laid before the Board regu-
larly every two months, and a statement for
Receipts and Disbursements for nine months bad
lately been put before the Commissioners. :
Colonel Gillilan thought that Dr. Patterson’s ob,
jection was mot by the fact that all the sub.
jects were circnlated a fortnight before the mc'ae.t.
ing and it had been open to Dr. Patterson to visib
any of the streets if he chose. ]
The Hon'ble Meer Humayun Jah Bahadoor was
of opinion that it was impossible, from the state-
ments of Receipts and Disbursements only, to
know how the items of the Budget were expended.
Colonel Silver also agreed with Dr. Patterson
that it was impossible from the ptatement of
Receipts and Disbursement for nine months vyhich
had been prepared to know how the budget items
wero disposed of. It should bo clearly shewn how
each of the budget heads has been expended.
1t was then proposed by Mr. Gover and seur'md'
ed by Mr. Narasimulu Chetty and carried l'l‘laﬁ
the consideration of item 12 of the Executive
Tngineers estimate (for, constructing new drains)

Yo deferzed until ¥he rfeeiph of the new drainags |

scheme.” :

« Mﬁ%’f

The subject in voforence to the necessity for a fire
engine was introduced, Mr. Gover objected to
the purchase of a fire engine as ho considéred that
it would be useless as it was difficult to ge
i wvater in Madras.

Colonel Gililan held tbat it was a disgrace that
the Municipality had uot its fire engine,
{ After some future discnssion Mr., Gover with,
. R . .
drew his objectlin upon which the item was passed.,
Tt was next propesed by the President and
seconded by Dr. Millor that Part III of the

Executive Engineer’s Kstimste be ganctioned.

Mr. Krishnama Chari then reag the following +—

Mz, PrESIDENT aND GuNrrEvEN,—You are all
aware that at the Inst oeueral meeting 1 proposed

. Yo move two que.tiong 7, censideration.  One of
! ‘:gem .refcrrc(} fotl D siivnce which was allows
0 5pring up in the shape of periganent sheds i
fvont of tho :m} ;;nu»v"l' litxes in the E‘Venil]g Ba.
gaar, aud I aladly withrew it because the Presi-

dent pave us to vudcrsiond g the ] i

the” he cononpes! i 3 le Jast meeting

crierea wWith ane in e rrdi

sheds as & nuisuuce, and ¢l he h 81 1ng t!lose

letter to Government o 1) " 1‘ ta( said s? n a

Temove the sae. In 4; ,(:‘(1,', ,,akeu action ta

few worls on  the othor L”P‘";tf’ 8Ly now a

Tevision of Asrorvyant oy ;f,)‘lwl\,_, L;;@I? respecting

Toussand Ly .
atmy request, wos deferrel £, consid 'md's’ hich
eration to to’

day, owing to the very late and inconvenlent houp ¥

Y

up to which the Cominissioners were vecupiedag t}
vile

last general meniing,
that after tle 1unpieamut
the mere notice of Wy
the question liys alrenty

L renuirks
Ntey ti(:u

I think it HECEs vy boyipg

which
i .to move
t"rcsule.m, {am unwiliig tultt:tuclim:mm' 'the
dxnuns_swu upon a subject which iy ;l.‘m::"i::
cowylicated by the defeots of the A\[uu'iui};:d che;

and wy reason for venturing to draw the uttene

tention of the Commissioners o the subject juss

, ted  with 5
the present mode of revising the Assessunent is |
and is affecting 8o muah the

10w is that the inegnvenience o

becomwing so

temper of the _natx"va inhabitauts of the town, thug.
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" _:u‘est to be informed with regard to ihe
lan which was to be adopted in carrying out the
’ gonsus, B
mat Vencai‘:a,ramiah Garu concurred with Kristna®
pers ma Chari.
?1‘ It was proposed by the President and seconded
hu:d by c Parthasardy Naidu and  ecarried— That
ha the Government be requested to contribute a
1 moiety of the expense of taking a census in the
for1 coming year which may be estimated at 25,00
j lac ¢ rupees. 0
o ¢ . .
] :‘1'1 . Colo_ue.l Gillilan after £his rose and said that the
; ; Commissioners would never get through the busi-
glm ness set d‘ow_n for the day, if each comnlissioner
vi was i:,o_brm;; foz'\\'z_n:'d any special grievance whicl,
I he might have. With regard to the jter« i
o <a the items to which
ot Mr. Gover bad taken objection they were such
for - 38 would occur once and for ever, They were not
scor hgzely to occur again next year. They ag to the
and Tinnevelly settleraent question it was  a
‘ ;Jlfgl subject which ought to have been comrnunicated
G ré:' to t%le President in order that the President and
a ]if Sanitary Inspector might have Prepared an esti-
_ I:A mate of the cost for the remova] of the nuisance-
+ + the! Mr. Gover had brought the subject f :
el o o day. orwaid rather
After some further discussio
‘ n anong the mem.
Re. 4 b.ers Dr. Patterson rose and said time zvas as ;:-
;L ::W, clous as money. Loug speeches were generally
e pa,mful,T:;ndCtended to confuse the mindg of per-
P . sons. e Commissioners had )
: met t,
" ger’ Budget. It would be well to deal owiizss thl:
N separate item as it came. e
are Dr. Patterson’s suggestio
' g o was adopted
strel thentw,fth I;'egard to item No. T as to 1 . o
for!men [ uropeans in the conserva
Row ment, Mr. Hamnet{observed that the ez;cglo(;en:::;
glzlj of Europeans had been sanctioned and that the
the,: European overseers had worked satisfactorily.
prot Mr. Gover upon this withdrew hi
A toitem No, I.
31[13;; Colonel Denison observed that with regard to
1o tha' European Overseers having worked satisfac.
chot torxly.the present condition of
¢liag Rubbish Depot, was a proof,
shoy  Ttem No. I was passed.
5 f -
l:) ec‘ With regard to the subject of latrines
olu Dr. Patterson said that be had once bee
wha unfortunate enough to plan a Jatrine whiclxll
whi¢ Was not approved of as the C isi
f ommisisonera
tpp« came to the conclusion that the old latri
3ve were the best. He had no doubt tﬁ tm’e"
ﬁ]orf existing latrines were better than any thea ¢ tlll;
ta’lﬁa devise but there was one thing wrong foz :nu h
went oftén to see tha l-tpinpy. | iond th )
T ; oS ha vndiond thik wa
I!_ec;) ' 4ar as the Txcoutive department  was concerned, '
the § the work Wa§ not done satisfactorily. Nothing
Mad: ?ouli'bﬁ Eﬁssﬂ:ﬂy worse than the filthy mannep
In which the latrines were kept an

l

te employ-

3 objectio‘n

the Perambore

ensui T ) d this wag
yerns mfcunly owing to there not being a sufficient n
Taﬁ: ber of men to attend to the latrines, Tt wag thum-
provi fore absolutely necessary if the Commissi vors
Act I wished to have clean. latrines to employ g loners
Tay number of men, and more efficient hands flrger
apring Mr. Hamnetkconcurred with Dr. Putte;‘son
Act. Ttems No. 2, 3 and 4 were pasved. .
- Toll  With regardto item No, 5 in reference to a sum
nunic: of 8000 Rupees being set down for the cleanin,
pd scl of parcherries and other crowded localities ME
Tax Coleman observed that it was very necessar; that
censes the President should have in his hands such a
hedu; sum for otherwise Colonel Denison would have to
A ra{ call a meeting whenever he wanted any money fo
use b cleaning out parcherries. f
to 8 Item No. § was passed,

With regard to item No. 8, Rupees 200 as cart
hire for bringing the carcases of dogs slaughtered
to the Park, Colonel Denison observed f;hu.l;0 of the

24 dgad dogs brought to the Park the spare dogs
_, . were buried nnder the trees, while the better clasg
72" of them were given to the animals as food.
The subject of the General Market was then
introduced—whereupon Mr. Grose observed that
72 as the market would be a gource of laige income
§ ne'be could undestand M- Veneatrawmy Naidu's -
solo proposal, but the Board wonld like o have the
es Amarkei’- for themselves.
itey 1t was then proposed by the President and
it-seconded by C. Parthasardy Naidu Garu—® That
1 by'the Right Honorable the Governor in Council be
!:::requested to l?u')ve the Qovernment of India to
E“igrant the Municipality a loan of a lac of Rupees for
ot ‘ﬂthe purpose of erecting a market on the same
- wibterms as the loan for water distribution.”
ewhi Mr, Gover then moved as an amendmen

The the rastber Ty e M 7 K Lo
)osal,vv.nu“wm v T 4 ""L . s - .. !
ey ag Mr. H & th E thi N . i sl

¢ of | WEr. Ven et 8hserved that the market was
nted = speculation. “1f the Municipalty had funds at its
propedisposal he would have no objaction to the specu-
s out dation. The offer of Mr. Vencatasawmy Naidu
rich wehould be taken advantage of.

> anx  Dr, Patterson wished to know till what time the
:f‘ th matter was to be deferred and for whose considera-
th:}: tion ; and why could not the Commissioners pre-
Ty *ert dispose of Mr. Vehcatasawmy Naidu’s offer.
of rup Mr. Gover’s amendment being then put to the
expe. vote was carried.

:ft::’rl;“(' Mr. Gover then proposed. ‘¢ That the conside-
roe of Yation of the items 9 and 10 of the Executive Eu-
" ginecr’s estimate Part IT be deferred until the

- quv‘y
i s e Wil burn to janother visj

: - . ~ - ’lD
1 paidin company with Mr. Lee, [t was the day

-+

mon, and the rule, instead of Leing the ex-
*geption. Now the gist of my motion is shuply
. this. The house and landed property in our town
is being re-valued in order to raise o higher assess-
ment, of 10or 20 or even 30 per cent, on them
without an actual increase of the rate. I di. not suy
that the increase in the value of Landed Tropevty
will not, to some extent, epable us tosecure
this by a revision of House and Land Assess-
ment, but I maintain that thisis a measure which
affects the interests of thousands in a permanent
way, and neither;the Commissioners, as a body, nor
the public have been t?ld the 1{eces§1t)' or expedi-
ency for the re-valuation that is going on. I say
in o permanent way, becanse the valuation of houses i
when once fairly fixed ought to last for some time, 1
@o that the minds of the owners of houses and
1ands may be set at rest, instead of being kept con-
atantly in an unpleasant and an angry mood by ;
frequent attempts to raise or alter the existing :
rates. Consequently, when attempting to securs
an increase of revenue from the House and Land
rates, nothing is so important for the re-
putation of the present Municipal ~Adminis-
tration as also to secure at the same timne ¢
s just and proper rewvaluation; for even
without going to the length of attributing defects
| and inequalities in the previous valuation
{ which perhaps do exist, and only not cared
much about, owing to the general lightuess
of tha Municipal {axes fr-rmr\\*lyv. ; may mention
that great Chpuges have taken place in the rela- o
tive importance of the ditferem. parts of this
town, and it will have come within the experience
of every Commissioner that localities which were
1. once valuable and fashionable have now deteriorate
" ed from wans of good water and other causes and
have lost a large number of substantial and paying
tenants. By way of illustration, let me give one
or two instances. In Black Town I know that in
the 9nd Division, at all evenuts, a house which
yielded a rentjof 5 rupees formerly hardly procures
Tupees 34 for its owner now, while if you goin an
opposite direction, say, Egmore or Nungumbikum,
a house that was rented there in previous yenrsat &
or 50 rupees per mensem is now rented at 7Tor70
rupees. Consequently in the latter c;xsu~th-'fe>:_w11l
be some justice in increasing the value of bulidings
but none at all in the former. I know also whab
meveral people in the town are actually paying the
house tax and quit rent without earning ananna
in the shape 8f rents from the tenauts who oc-
cupy the houses, simply taking care of them. All
these considerations require thab the re-valuation
of houses should be carried out in the most care-
ful and accurate manner possible, with all
the aid which the Municipal Commissioners
are able to afford. And [ now venture to
- ask, with all the respect and deferouce due
" to the President, whether a mere passing a.llg-
| sion made by the President in some former weet-
! ing in regard to his intention to seek the issistance
% of the Commissioners in the matter of re-valuing
© aue houges anl iands, and in taking the census of
\ the ﬁoﬂatiou, and his subseque ab Mewmorandom
| addgessed to five or six iadividudd Comuissioners
bEn IR A, oay e <D e e wvsy it T
" Mmoot saljafactory w0 o uovig bhis great ouject.
a1 av tow goot! aoen called upon to rive their assis-
twce wiid eable to explain for tienisclves why
they omitted, as alleged, to vespond  to the eall ;
© though T could see some diiculty in mipaid hono-
' rary members, who have other business enough on
hand, dancing attendance on the Assessor, wlhen-
ever ke chooses to call in the strocts, just as they
are required to do under the act. I, however,
trust that the Comuissioners will comeur with e
that whatlittle communication the President might
have pad wit‘h individual wembers would not e
:li](:f:‘g;:nr:nt:] mfonr} the general body of Counuise
wouds of houlsoe:ﬂ:j]ec‘;’ and el less the thon-
What [ f’ .li‘-"']-m\"uers who are concerned.
a expected and what every body  wonld
nuturally have expected in such an important
measure as this is that the whole wlan o) .
" w.ons would have b We whole pinn ol opera-
sioners in order eent laid hefore the Comwmis-
81n order to elicit their opinivns and coun-

i

:erll ag the modus operand, so thut the best line
° at::tmr_l possible might be adopted, &nd clear
gfﬁceuctlons laid down for the conduct of the
) Hiut 1‘3 employed for the' purpose of carrying out
| o Plan and for the information of the Iixblic

! 1‘;’ -"1;‘9 to be affected by the measuro, )
Aése‘:ssov:hzﬁ(ll :gw, ttlflre;t; weleks ago, Mr Bazely, the

'y out halt a dvzen beltud veon,
. z:]:fix; Servants entering my houseas ﬂ.'cil a)s U:':U‘;l:i
{ givi;gnaaxf;rv;rh?}ses 1y veighbourhood, withouy

! \ €vious intimation wlatever,

t]}‘r Breat confusion and AT e:iu’;‘nl‘nlé‘)to
v . Akt . Tadit Sl ‘ e
prigeggiv. S & T thee Sy av‘n:'.rr‘r
=% .,fﬁ}.,h;_, — ’m"eﬁ- ;e“vxir'w:._red_ Broand to the
-8t notiee I haq of !ucghou: foelings, it s the
 bei 1g carrig on in such 4 .
:‘g&:‘!able Manner. It hag
+eitad great dissatisfactic,,

o

1 1mportant Wy

ere mon.
2 have beeg
. Feveral respecta,le
. d,_*gurthermore n Viston in whigy
mwhat oviston x , Iam really unable t
yrhat provis een made for i o
el ‘atlon. I Pt securmg a ¢cor-
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¥ Feach harnen
« e or akin ; "
‘ ;}_ldno't stay sufficient]s I?);) ’ 1—1111 ki which e
. ‘fces 10 my hands sepved ‘.1;'01@ R 1 N
of 4 - ¢ Y the  Asqe.,.

’ our honomly Commissionerg th frg s, b ouo
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- wWithout any proper et air

and the ot her in Novethn e fir:t ip Murch

1 st fising the anpya) of this year, 11, £
! g rental valne of [, ] .o L
[ 5. 610 a0d the latter ag 115, g L1 bouso ag

BN

B et th Il
" doub e1ght months, The lfe\v valn iy goter-
uble of the fopmer which is ltu'c 118 pearly
¢ way of rovie cevtainly a pume.

; ‘ caae);(: f :ovwmg the value. 1 jave };armxt;?{:
o one oi" ur notice, gentlemen, 1ot becm}sé’ it

A L our body, but as g inst

v L i bein 1 i b okt G0 of
, fors gTume in the nami of.the Com.
. ~r5-l S] Chen  Mr. Sadagopa Moodally

¥ wow aditional remarks on  the subject.)

v duesd cunluot o
L heenld jy vanprohend whas trusiworihy:
Tt

he“no

R :
s2l inregard to the Recessity for the revision ag -

vo arrived at without a foiF:
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g VY Ta, and tie whole pluce hag thererope T
been throughly washed, but it seemed if nothing N
could be worse. The first sreet we caie  tu wag

about as wide as thig table. Down its centro rtnv_x |
an open drain. The level of the lane was con- |
siderably above thut of the road, and the
wholq extra altitude wag composed  of the
ﬁepomt of that drain. The i was black as
ink, and slimy with reek. The mnd walls of the

ggui:s hbarred in this deposit. Is there any
uvt that the Sewage wag then, and long #ad the mode of re-valurtion followed by the Assessor,
rcfgs;s}]ii-c;?h;g;;hm%? tlhe walls into the very need I say that it iz most Lperfunctory, unreiiable
1 € people lived. This is horrible and mnjust.
enough but there is worse to come. We ‘Now to be briet £ ! intai

X went ~ow to be brier, gentlemen, I' maintain that
frem lane to lane and found the place oo mugs according to Secti )7ns_ 73, 74 and 75 of the Muni
of ‘filth, But one thing will fix itself on my cipal Act, it is clearly our province, or rather it
memory _while I live, We came to a well isour bounden duty as representatives of the
out of whxc_h people were then drawing water. public, whose interests we are here to protect, to
il hat:. noticed un abominable drain in the discuss and decide on the plan of operations and
ane, but could not find its ontlet, We looked the agency to be employed for carrying this
again, and saw that this vile filth channel t(::; m general revision of house and land assessment and
nated in this well, The sewage was stal](xf;,fr marr?ly thus facilitate the action of the President. If
;EChe'ldee'? three‘fmuvths of the dista,ncehfolmd we neglect to do this our pro%)er Ad“tY’ ‘1111 :h(;
e wall of the well, t.he rest was dry as there the obloquy of the present irregular procele( ing o

people had heaped a little earth for them to stand the Assessor would be thrown upon ourselves.

i Colonel Dension next read this memo :—

on as they drew the water, We looked in. The
whole of the sewage Wus 00zing through the W'XHS) . .
is horrible slige : he General Meeting of 25th ultimo I allud-
éc:l‘l ;.x]lalily feet.d;)w?ﬁthls horrible slime was flowing edAtthi Glgrizr:; ama (l‘}hgau-riar’s question regard-
Y down into the water. Ceuntlemen, that ig s . and th - b
ay s bolod, g f ice wo.est overy Wi T shorkd be s sestoniel o 5
18 potled, Such was _whole of this densely ¥ . Municinal Act of
’ “NEthife annar ; vagueness of the sections of the Municipal Act o
populatea aisvrrer. ‘Nothing appAL¥mty hod ?foen 18%7 a6 regards the asessing of buirdings and
lands especially section 73.

aone to amend it,
. I caunot believe it was the intention of the

Now I would put it to you whether it is 1 ot abso-
1.tely necessary to set apart seme oI the r ceits of Legislature that the valuation was to be made by
the Commissioners ¢n person. It appears to wme to

18691in carrying out a comprehensi . scheme of
drainage for thiz district # what isthe use of ; 2
3 itk come strictly within the provinee of the Execu-

host of the items of the budget compared with ind
this crying need. But if the budget be adopted tive. And moreover I would remin you,
nothing can be done. The whole of the small gentlemen, that at your first General Meeting

came out of each I .use what | .uspecs to be shm-
ply the addition of 20 to 50 per cent. over the for.
mer valuation wlica the poople everywhers fancy
we the Commissioners are determinsd to clap on
by any and every mcans, After this description ¢ £

balance anticipated at the eud of the year belongs
to the improvement Fund, which may not be
touched.

Under these circumstances implore that
you will not pass this budget as it stands. Permit
me to name certain items which may be omitted, I
have already remarked with regard to the conser-
vancy estimate that we know absolutely nothing
ot how far last years grant has been insufficient,
yet we are asfled to grant yearly Rs. 60,000
additional, I will not say ore word regarding
the last years grant, and will only touch this
addition. Items1, 3, and 5, ought not to be asked

- and consequently ought mnot to be granted

without further finformation. Item 18 is for
Rs. 25,000, the supposed expense of a census.
This is an imperial charge and should be met
wholly or at least half by the government and
the proper officer, Dr. Fiontgomery should carry
it out. The whole should therefore be struck out
of this estimate. Turning to the Engineer’s esti-
mate, I om autherized by my excellent ani pub-
lic spirited friend Mr. Vencatasawmy Naidu to

- state that he is prepared to build and maintain

at his own expenwe such a market as that
proposed by the president. He will build it in o
plans, will manage it on our rules aug wik glice
it under our  inspection, WItHOUb vomting thia i
one pie. This generous offer will, if acce'}.)]aa, ré-
lieve us from all risk, and obviate the necessity
of raising the large sum named in the budget. 1
therefore suggest that the item be struck out
pending negotiations with Mr. Vencatasawmy
Naidu. Items 9 and 10 propose the expenditure
of Rupees 70,000 in widening two Streets in
Black Town. They doubtless require it and
Mr. Lee was good enough to a:company me
when I visited them, but in his report Le suggests
that this wideging may be carried out in sections
as to spread the work over a few years. The
portion near the Cutwal bazaar is very narrow and

I pointed out that “it is indispensu,blq to the
proper carrying out of the  excutive duties, that
the President should have at handan assessor,
who will be able to assist himand the Honowary
Commissioners in the very troublesome and
onerous duty of assessment under the preseant
act,” and I accordingly  proposed a.u‘d Mr.
C. Parthasarady Raidoo seconded, “That an
assessor, who shall also be an assistant to the
Collector, be appointed on a salary of Rs. 300 per
mensem from 1st Novewmber 1867_, auqthat Mr N.
Bazely jr. be nominated to the saild uftice.”

After some remarks by Colonel Silver, the re
solution was put to the meeting and carried.

I have on several subsequent occasions

alluded to the subject of re-assessing the Town,
and notably on the 31st July last as mentioned i
my minute of 25th ultimg ; and on the 28th
August issued a circular to certain of _the Cotp-
missioners soliciting their valuable assistunce im
their respective Divisions.
" Isubmib therefore that the work is being done
in_accordance with the Act, by an assessor ap-
pointed by the Commissioners and with their
full knowledge and concurrence.

I also observe that the subject is prominently
alladed to in the Finance Committee’s Report,
with their suggestions for its more speedy com-
pletion,

That M>. Kristnama Chariar was not on the list
of gentlemen whose assistance I solicited, is cer-
fainlyunfurtuuateas‘h':seems so deeply interested
In the matter, but in selecting Mr. C Parthasarady
Naidoo, who wasamember of the former Commission

®nd had much experience in assesging property,
I considered I made the best possible choice.

Colonel Silver thought that their native friends
had taken alarma by being under the impression,
from an jtem in the Budget, that the value of the
houses would be raised by 20 per cent. The

might be undertaken this year, the rest may be

deferred. I would therefore suggest that this

item he deforred until the receipt of a report

from the Engineer as to what should be done

this year. The expense-of this portion only should ¢
be charged. Item No. 12 propuses the expendi-

ture of 5. 12,000 in muking new drains. Now

that they are much wanted cannos be denied, but

the President has explained that ho Las kept this

natives however had no cause for fear, He was alse
aware of the discontent which prevailed with re-

goard to the machinery which s smployed Jo, .
Garrying out the revision.
Dr. Patterson wished to mention an interesting
fact in connection with this subject.  The general
charge over for some sunti inauticipation of Capt complaint amongst .na,tives w‘aas that t'he persons
Tulloch’s repart, but that he does not wish to wait who were employed iu the work of re‘smn eatered
longer. Now, gentlemen, 1 believe Capt. Tulloch is B | into such parts of building, a5 were considered
expected here uext week, and swsly, after having i sacred. He could state . case which wan dyry :
waited so long, it would be odd if he did not wait different. He knew of an instince where o house
now. If we wmake the drains they may be ! which was valded last, year at L2900 Rupices was
:llisleif bbeforettheyd a“it conl;gletted,ﬁ This then i valued this year 1t 1,400 Rupcees witirout cither Mr,
ould be postponed. Item for fire ehgines . ther Municipal ofiicer settin fuc
mx&l}t also be deferred until we have water to ‘ BI}ZB?Y b .“"YHOL o Al ofier wettin g oot
Putinto them. It is justin those very ncigh. * Within Bie wa i that - o i
bourhoods where the eugines wiil be most e ‘ ) Mr;‘Gngx.;md that [n tlie Fiuauce Committess ’
quired that there will he loast water. If not i30d, ) Report it had been aaggested that Me, S
the engines will be out of ¢ i tweive monbls, " whould st My idyy Bk M e,
Gentlewen, if these sagi«tms be adopted. not ' servieds could not be spared v Luct BuL LA, L
millel !Lb_)ect the need 01 wihiich fas been ascertaiued 1 did not see why a native couid not b apponted
w e neglected,while asim of about on lac, . a8, gant 2ssessor, onabout 200 Rupeus a wontly,
excluding the market, whic . it was proposed to , .v =" 4 n would be able to enter bt
day for by a loan, wili Le .usiored to our funds. g L tase of a dispute arisine W bative
A portion of this may we ¢ .., svent upon the Tinne- R ¥ b oo e ng.
hen proposed by Colonel Silver au! B
y Ramanjooloo Naiduﬁ“’l‘l}qt the rovisien

i

g

velly  Settlenient and ouier parcherries. The : ‘ ' ]

rest should be added to the balance at the ¥ B P
end of the year, und wi'l enable uswhen next 3 - - ‘#‘0 for 1869 be. stoffped: until tio
Meeting to allow the Cumminsioners - i

we apportion the Muuicipal expenditure, to be

Yiberal and where liberality will be needed, and | .
also toweet the Leavy e niingent charges whigk
T the great changea o b covls ha_ud

eraidon anid
ey etfoat”?

. n tgﬁn _
L e ;’&é%’give the matter full co

“devise such weasuies for carevine |

2 . b
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< é{ f{ ;;r:—(
"&:(’1‘\((‘ //;,:v
i foe e
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entend

Tegretted BIw;
D heve los bl whioh o have thas B
able to draw upon to solarge an ex o Bahadloo‘ 3
The Hﬂh"% <:"J:\Lf quVLI:\?:Y lvlvril(:h regard to tho"i
He lc..ai.d that it was important to conn-:
c?nsus- thel' so large o sain as was set dovlc;
sidor whe sended, and if the census was to de
tshmfld be exfm" Jomght the comumissioners shoxthg
can;ledt?yutl;i:m;'um:ut to bear a moiety of .
appiy
e};pense. .
Kristnama Cb
grument would U

supportod

© wished to know whether G‘o-
e to on the 80

ot, when applied
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