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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC D\EPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper : —

No. 85. |
0 From the Rev. T. FOULKES, Chaplain of Vepery, to His Excellency

the Right Honourable th ; .
Madras, 24th April 1867, e Governor in Council, Fort St. George, dated
L ] o

I have the honeur to lay be e .
from the }ast report of the C};uncfﬁrifyt‘;)fI%Jo?a?lskg)ia?iccggeni?t; the Lolow
“Tt will be in the recollection of the Soci o
H. H. Wilson edited at Calcutta a deseri t;;veomety fhat, in the ;
sglrllzc’gefd I;Zazhie; 1l;ate ?olo(xilel Colin Mapkegzie. Czt;t)xgﬁ (t)lflefxlllemgse?: : Malé“scrip'ts
Library g o ! g:e: l?n _Tarity, which have since been depositedy" hre.m ot
. ollection, chiefly formed by the late Dr. Joh In the India Office
ch?sed tf)y Ifhe MCourt of Directors at his death, was transforred i(;I 1118;‘42 Afen, and pur-
2‘:.1‘1011 of t eb ;dras Literary .Soclety, to the custody of that body : &,‘m the appli-
11 darger 0 g of Manuseripts was incorporated by Mr. C. P y g ‘:)& ) soon l:lﬂg]r, a
’?)re:h); ePCt>151te in the bera}'y of that Society, to which .mt;R i;d;:{n il °§e
Sy at gentleman up to the time of his return to England; yh ; '°n’1§’5"g° i
ailsent Manuseripts in these two eollections alone ag;ourt p xagoyfn : the “]3
}\)’Olumgs. Last, not legst, the &istence of a most rer arkable gans:qt I?'l':)sén
orofacs o fo the late Rajah of Tanjore is mentioned by Pr Jessor Goldsticker in tho
0 e oanseri jotv? A .
richness of these various colleetionsxfnf;rm}?:yfi plébl;:a tions, An estimate Of. the
Catalogues, in which works are not unfrequently E:nmerznt:a: tﬁzn;iuﬁg the printed
to have wholly disappeared, or at least to have become very scarce Be:Ln either
Decean. Moreover, it has been observed that Sanserit Mae;Zscri ts :w: ?: of the
Deccan are, as a rule, very correct, and that, at the same time th% dft:a i
materially from the more generally received texts as to be’calcg’lat 'dnt differ so
essential assistance in supplementing and correcting them. The Coun ?] 0 Supp ].y
right to draw attention to the great importance attaching to this cl o onsider 1t
Manuscripts, inasmuch as there has been much reluctance on th nes of Sanserit
scholars to avail themselves of the aid derivable from the stud fort of Sancerit
far as' they are accessible in England. It is true the variet ’
Dravidian alphabets in which they are written, and the m'y .
itself, as it is traced on the palm leaves, are by’r no means ixin‘.l
these c};awbaeks, serlous as they may appear, cannot be helc‘lrl to stand i .
E;(()ipor ion to the value of the results to be gained, and ma 5, it is hoand gx any jusd
Wheré)(;r:e:;rance, fbeh.gradxmlly overcome. It would app:aar thatpe M 7 Patlen-ce
tions have nggs*:s 0 tt is nature could be Pl_eaded, the three befor<a-11;emt(?l1 1 India,
bons © advoeateen urnﬁd to any substantive use; and the Counci] won 11(;)ned collec-
P %hy ] e any scheme that might be set on foot to rescue th U therefore,
rom the early destruction with which they are threatened by th rovepose Manusoripts
?}?:t o}f1 t:ebwhlte ants; by transferring them to London whzre °
as been i i : ) ?
to good account.ﬁwen to Sanserit studies, they might be duly a

pago 15 ing extract

year 1828, Professor

of these resources so
f rather complicated
teness of the writing
Ung to the eye. But

with _the new impetus
ppreciated and turned

2 T respectfully and earnestly ho
. : e, m
rﬁlmltted to be.so ppcuharly valuabley: Willl) ;leve}; {;:rl?értz:ll?ttt e(tihese Manuseri
e same time it will probably be admitted that European Philol;;iii:;e
n

have much reason to desire t is i ,
aceesgible to them. hat this rich store of Hindoo literature sh

pts, thus
Madras. At
d Orientalists
ould be made

ravages of the climate
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3. [ have now the honour to submit for the consideration of your Lordship in
Council that if these Manuscripts were carefully transeribed at Madras, where alone
the ¢ complicated Dravidian alphabets” written on palm leaves can be deciphered
with facility, and a few copies printed in the Roman character for vresentation to the
different National and Oriental Libraries, this literature would be made even more
available to European scholars than by transferring the Manuscripts themselves to
England ; and the frequent raproaches which the Council of the Royal Asiatic Society
have at last gathered up into their Report would be no longer applicable ; and, at
the same time, a great stimulas would be added to the prosecution of oriental studies,
and valuable assistance be given to all who wish to understand India and her require-
ments; while the honour of possessing the Manuseripts would still continue with

Madras. :

4. T should be willing, with competent Native assistance, to devote my leisure
time gratuitously to superintend the work very minutely, and I would train Native
writers to transeribe the Manuseripts from the different vernacular alphabets into the
Roman character, if Government should see fit fo bear the expense of the transcribers’

salaries and of printing their work. ,

5. The services of the present Native Librarian in charge of the Manuscripts
would also be needed to carry out this scheme.

T have read a good deal of Native Literature with this Mooushee in former years,
hifp to be an intelligent and conscientious man, and well fitted to under-
take this duty gand the feelings of personal friendship which he entertains towards
his assistance all the more valuable fo me.

6. My sch e be as inexpensive as‘such an undertaking could well
be made. The chief expenséin carrying it. out would eonsist of the printers’s bill;
and if Governm®we-could p‘_'t the printing to be done at the Government Press,

much of this expense would B saved.

7. T have ascertained thih & writer, such as I should employ, would be able to
transcribe about two hundred gos & month ; and that the ordinary cost of printing
.a hundred copies (see parag 1) of» these two hundred pages in an economical
but presentable form, similan & he numbers of the Bibliotheca Indica for instance,
inclading paper and stitching, would be about two hundred and forty rupees. The

writer’s pay would be twenty rupees a month. There would also be a small charge

for stationery.

8. The selection of the Manuseripts to be transeribed I would gladly leave to
anybody whom Government might appoint for that purpose. Considering, however,
that the Asiatic Society of Bengal are doing a verz similar work in their Bibliotheca
Indica, and that the Sanserit Text Society have begun to publish similar works in
England, I beg to suggest that it may be well to communicate with these Societies
on the subject of selection, in order to act in concert with them, if possible, for the

common good.
9. I should also wish to consult with some of the leading Orientalists in England
upon the details of the scheme, 80 88 to meet the wishes of European scholars as much

as possible. |

10. Meanwhile, I should propose to commence with a few of the shorter Manu-
scripts and to transliterate them after the method best known as Sir William Jones’,
with the amendment of the diseritical marks as adopted by the Royal Asiatic Society
with the approbation of the most eminent Orientalists.

11. With regard to the distribution of the work when printed, I have the
honour to propose that a copy should be presented to each of the National Libraries
of Europe and America, and also to each of the Oriental Societies of Europe, America,
and this country ; and that Professors of oriental subjects, and other persons publicly
interested in this literature, may be permitted to purchase copies at the cost price of

their production. .
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From the best approximate caleulation which I am able to make, I believe tha
a hundred copies would be sufficient for these purposes.

12. If Government should see fit to sanction this scheme, I have the homour ’:}0
request that it may be permitted to be tried as an experiment for six montl};ul;vlb ;
one transeriber only, to commence from the time when the transeriber ,s at h
reported fit to begin his work, which will probably be-after about a month’s n:l
ing ; and that the allowance for the transcn'bﬂ"'»‘g- ‘pay sy commence from the da,
of his entering upon his training. Tl e

——— —

‘No. 86. OrpEr—No. 987, Public, dated :li-th—' Aﬂsllt 1867.

Before passing orders on the proposal made by the Rev. Mr. Foulkes, ‘th-fxt
a commencement should be made in transliterating -in Roman characters celtgm
collections of Sanscrit Manuscripts now in the Libeazy of 4he old College, and un sr
the control of the Director of Public Instruction,: the. Mevernment desire to 3
informed what is the number of works which Mr. Em&hp ~considers to require anf
deserve of transliteration, and the probable time oot involved in the work o

transliteration and printing the selected Manuseripts,

(True Extmc&.}
| 3 R. 8. ELLIS,
o Acting Chief Secretary.
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