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Pmc@dmgs of the Madras Government, Public Department,
“7th August 1867.

No. 54. Read the followmg letter from the Acting Magistrate of Trichinopoly, ’

to the Acting Chief Secretaly to Government, Fort Saint George; dated
Trichinopoly, 31st July, 1867, No. 39.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Proceedings of Government,
ig Der partment, datgd the 17th instant, No. 843. ‘ -
e he ? Giovernment have therein held me personally I'eSponSlble, and censured
me in my capaclty as Magistrate, for an act legally performed by me under Section

18 as the mouth-plece of the body of Town Commissioners solely in my capacity as" ~~

their Presxdent. RS

3. Premlsmg that there was no questmlg, of emergency involved, ‘the state of
the conservancy of the’ Cantonment being exactly what it had been atany time in

the last half century, and that the Conservancy funds, which had hitherto been at the -

disposal of the Mlhtary authorities; were then,and arc to the present day still at
their disposal (Government not having replied to the late President’s letter on the
subject, dated 5th Noyember 1866; No. 1) ; I beg most respectfully to submit, for the
consideration of the Gevernment, that both the notice and the lotter, to which
cxccptmn 13 taken, havmg been determined upon, after full discussion in meeting,

; Commissioners, I was bound by the law to adopt and sign them;

qultem &epenﬁf ly of .what my. 1nd1v1&ﬁafop1mons might have been ; and that I

cannot,"_therefore, in, Jnstlce be held to be-pérsonally responsible, as Maglbtrate, for -

ar wh :»bb 1&# oompelled me'to petrform, as President.

asMagmttate acting mdependently, to do towards ‘

porsonally to Coloneg Qﬁeenaway that as Presxdent in which
ddressed, the law d1d not permit me to act ordmamly, Wlthout

me to indite Ie;t iﬁmdependently as. President ; that I could not bind the Commls
sioners, and thﬁt

t did not rest with them to accord to the Military authorities

any other status beyond that assigned to them by the legislature in common with

other ordinary rate-payers; 1 considered that the only way to mect the dlﬁiculty -

would be for him to address me as Magistrate instead of President, and that, in thé
former capacxtyg 1 would with pleasure afford him every information in ‘my power,:
thouuh, of 1 eould not undertake to pledge the Commissioners to any thing.’

opinio‘n, What T had already suggested and what has since occurred to, and been

adopted by the Government, viz., the better representation, by appomtmg some of

thém as 'Commissioners of the M111tary rate-payers.

7. Adverting to paragraph 4 of the Order, I beg to add that I do not consider -
the Commissioners” (not my) notice as affecting in any degrce the exercise of the
powers vested: ini me individually as President by Section 23. I was and am prepar-

ed to act under that Section, on real emcrgencics, without respeet to the notice. I

therefore respectfully submit that I am not amenable to the charge of having

abdicated my funetions in any respect. * G

8. Inparagraph 5, I, as Magistrate, am dirccted to correspond as President
with the Ofﬁoef:eox‘nmanding the Division. |

te Commigsioners, after the fullest consideration, had arnved -

t urged that the only legal way to meet the difficulty was, in my -
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Proceedings -of the Madras Government, Public Department,
' Tth August 1867,

9. As the majority of the Commissioners have alrcady declined to fake it vpen
themselves to confer upon the Officer Commanding the Division any position or
authority in respect to themselves which the legislature have not thought fitto
confer upon him, andas, in ordinary matters, their decision is legally binding on
the President, I beg the Governor in Council will be pleased to allow me to
.. consider this order to be binding on me, as President, in respect only to instances

of cmergericy under Section 23. B

10. I had an interview with Major General Duke on the subject some days
.. _ag>owuen I proposed that, in order to render as efficient as possible the representa-
” tion of the Military rate-payers, two resident Officers should b nominated Commis-
sioners, one of whom should ba Vice-President. Besides Colonel Greenn way, 1 sug-
gosted Major Williams, the Brigade Major, and the General assented, provided
Major Williams was willing. 1 wrote to him, and on veceipt of his reply I have
addressed the Government on the subject.

11. The Government will observe that, with these two Officers, the Garrison
Surgeon, the Superintendent of Police, and Executive Engincer—all Military men—
that element will be, decidedly, the most strongly represented, and that there will
be no real necessity for correspondence between the Commhsloners as a hody,
and the Military Department.

12. In conclusion, I bog that, under the above explanation, the Government
will be pleased to rehevc me of the censure passed upon me as an individual, and as
Magistrate, for acts which I trust I have satisfied the Government I was leg
bound to perform as President ot the Commissloners, -

13. I wish to add that Mr. Banbury’s lotter to tho Officer Commanding Trichi-

nopoly having been written without the knowledve or consent of the Couumsswners
- committed them to nothing.

No. 55. ORrDER THEREON, 7th August 1867, No. 964,

With referenceto the letter above recorded, the Government observe that there
is nothing in Act X of 1865 which would prevent the President makine himself
the channel of communication betwoon the ) WIumclpality and the Ge: 10131 Com-
manding the Division on matters affecting the troops within the municipad limits,

2. Under these mrcumstances the Government see no reason tu uestion the
propriety of their Order, No, 843, da&d 17th July 1867,

(True Extract).

Acting Okicf Secretary.

To the Acting Magistrate of Trichinopoly.
» Military Department.

Exd. J. Tulloch.

PSR
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