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No. 212, Read the followmg letter from the President of the Mumupal Commis-

' sions, Vizagapatam District, ‘to the Acting Chief Secretary to Governs

ment, Fort Saint George; dated Vlzaoapatam, 2nd July 1867, No. 209.

I have the honor to submit the following case, connected with municipal taxa-

tion at Bimlipatam, for the orders of Government.
- 2. Upon the introduction into thdt town of the Towns’ Improvement Act
for 1866-67, Messrs. Hyslop & Co., Agents for the British India Steam Navigation
Company, were taxed as Agents of the said Company, and separately as Merchants.
This was done with the approval of the late Premdent Mr. Carmlchael and no
objection was started by the payers.

3. In issuing their bills for 1867-68 to this same firm, the Commissioners
were met with opposition. Messr's. Hyslop & Co. refused to pay, saymg that under
Section 48, they were exempted from double taxation.

4. The Commissioners remonstrated with them, but to no purpose. Messrs.
Hyslop & Co. then complained to me. I pointed out to them that their proper course
was first ta pay, and then appeal, and that, as the Commissioners had offered to refer
the question to Government, I would be glad to do so, should they still wish it.

' 5. They then paid their tax, as in the previous year, as Agents of the British
India Steam Nawgatlon Company and as Merchants. Messrs. Hyslop & Co. have
9 . now sent in their appeal, in the form of a

® In original. Memorandum, which  is herewith sub-
mitted*, together with two letters* from
the Vice-President on the subject.

6. I beg to observe that I quite agree with the Commissioners in their view
of the case, seeing the many precedents they quote in illustration. However, as
our procedure is objected to, I beg to submit the papers for the decision of Govern-
ment.

7. I would only add that this course of referring the question to Government
has been adopted upon the promise of the Commissioners to Messrs. Hyslop & Co.
to doso. 'The ordinary course for disposing of appeals is laid down in Section 69 of
the Act.

———

MEMORANDUM.

We pay the amount of this double tax on our firm under protest and appeal. The Ageney of
the British India Steam Navigation Company is partof our business. Our firm has been already
taxed as Merchants ; therefore, we are not liable to pay again, as we have now done, as Agents,
B. L. S. N. Company. The 48th Section of the Act No. X of 1865 (an Act to pro__vxde Munieipal
Commissioners, &c.,) most distinctly sayg ““ a person who carries on several kinds of business, and
* may come under more than one of the designations in Schedule A, shall be chargeable ouly
“ under onc of such designations, at the discretion of the Municipal Commissioners.”

2. The 1st Section explains a person to be any company, association, or body of persons,
whether incorporated or not. We contend that these clauses arc so clear that it is quite illegal
to tax our firm as Merchants and as Agents of the British India Steam Navigation Company.

3. The Municipal Commissioners had the option, on first making out the lists,'h charge us
the higher rates, but did not do so.

4. Our establishment here is our own, and every expense, even office rent, paid by us.  The
agency (as we said before) part of our business is the British India Steam Navigation Company.
They send steamers here, aud do not trade in the town, but to the town, and for such privilege pay
port dues like any other ships. Eveu if the British India Steam N avigation Company are liable, the
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‘manner in which our private offe has been entered by the Taspector of Pylice and Lis e
the orders of the Municipal Commissioners at g)] hours, ig,

. It has been remarkeq that we paid this double tax Inst half-year. We did 50 in total
ignorance of the Act, but since find We are not indchted,

| ‘"/’f//é
Bruwwarasi, 22ud June 1867, (Signed) HYSLOP & Co. : « .- ;
15 the Secretary to the MWunicipal dssociation, Bimlipatan, ’ — ; . ,%/’(
L Sl T E e
Vizagapatam ; dated Bimlipatam, 24th June 1867, No. 50. . B 7 '
With reference to our correspondence on the subject of o municipal leenge tix being laimed I ' ; / )
froni the British India Steam Navigation Company, « Limited,” T have new thn hoyaor to report .o A
that the Agents of the Company have o

aid the demand, byt appraled againsg it Yhe Commig- ; R /
sioners, feeling that there ig some ground” for douht, wonld be obliged, if you sce fit,

by tlie poing
Being referred to Government. 13 stands, as you already Kuow, b this way o Alysiop & o, are
Merchants and Commiission Agents in this Place, and at (1o same time represent the Bimiipatam
Branch of the Steam Company. Tt was the late it they should pay in their
capacity as Merchants, and thyt the Steam Company shou'd likewise pay ag g Joint Stock Cop.-
pany. In thig opinion, the Commissioners concurred, feeling i only right that 5 C(nnphny d
$0 large a benefit as this Company does from the towy should contriluge to the
Hyslop & Co.’s objection to taxing thew and e Company is Lused miler Section 43 ¢ the Act—
S parsons chargeable wnder one designation ouly.”™ W tryst the ohjectiog wil) not hold
would poing cut that the Agent of the Madras Bank (who no doult s

cumstanced as Hyslop & Co., pays without demur a5 Ag
a Jomt Stock Company. :

18, by
we think, quite unjustifiahl

(S8

——

From the Vice-President of the Municipal Commission, Bimlipatam, to the Acting Magisirate,

Colicctor's opinion tl

eriving
tivwn g conservancy,

.« aud we
good adviee though cire
ent (o the Bauk, ang also for the Bank a5

[}
From the Vice-President of the Municipal Commission, Bim’liprzmm, fo the Acting M
' Vizagapatam ; dated Bimlipatam, 261, J ure 1867, Ny, 51.
In forwarding Messrs, Hyslop & €

0.’s appeal, as requested
day, ITmay be permitted to make one or two remarks upon it,
2

2. The Commissioners had no iztentin, of imposing o double tax o, Mrcgrg, Uyslop & o,
They simply hold that Megsrs, Hyslop & Co. should pay as Merchangs, a1 \
pany, doing a large and distinet business in Bi.1 iplim,
of the Company are in Glasgow. The Caleutta Agents pay manicipal tax fop )
for themselves ag Merchants | 80, we are assured, do the Madras Avent
tax from Messrs. yslop & Co., ag owners of a Cotton Serew, or as A
ance Company, or Liverpool and London Lloy s, because these form part of their zenerql 1
but this Steam Company seems to us to stard on diffeyent, ground :
place —whetlier kept up by means of salaries or comm

5. As to the argument about port dues, --if t],
cies would pay 1o license tax.

agistrate,

I yonr “omnimnieation of vesier-

thae the Sean Com-
should DAY 99 Pl fog ] quarfers
0 Company and
We do not demand g
Sents B the Srandard Assur-
Msiness ;
it has a recogmized office at thig
1831018 01 CATRINGS matters little,

at held good, the Calcutta and Madrasg Agen-
No. 213. ORDER TuEREON, 204], July 1367, No. 875,

The Government decline o €Xpress any opinion on the subject. The President
and Commissioners must exercise their own diseroton i disposing of the matter, in
accordance with the provisions and intention of the Aet, which “anunot be contry.
vened on the ground of a promisc made by the Ml,micipuf Commissioners to a recu”
sant rate-payér.

(True Extract)

Aeting Clnef S ccretary,
. , ; ; ‘e 1 ISS101S 10 Vig o ,
To the I'resident of the Municipal Commissions in Vizagapatam,
with two enclosurag returned,

¥xd. J. H Burns.
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