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Read the following papers :—
No. 188. Proceedings of Government in the Military Department.

Communicating letter from the Govern-)
ment of India for any remarks on the |

system under which the examination j-(Dated 1st June 1867, No. 2004.)
of Military Officers in Vernacular |
languages should be conducted. J

No, 317.
Referred to the Corrmittee for the Examination of Assistants for report on
paragraphs 6 to 11 of the letter from the Secretary to Government of India,
Military Department.

ForT SAINT GEURGE, (Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
10¢k June 1867. Chief Secretary.

No. 189. From the Secretary to the Committee for the Examination of
Assistants, to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George; dated Madras, 4th July 1867, No. 378.

T am directed to acknowledge receipt of the Chief Secretary’s endorsement of
the 10th June 1867, No. 317, calling for report on paragraphs 6 to 11 of the letter
from the Sccretary to the Government of India, Military Department, dated 17th
May 1867, No. 192.

2. “In this Presidency the Committee for the Examination of Assistants
undertakes the examination of Military Officers in all Vernaculars, except
Hindustani. The Committee is composed of a President of Judicial and Revenue
Examiners, and of the Translators to Government. None of these Officers are paid
as members of the Committee.

3. There is a Secretary to the Committee who receives Rupees 100 a month
(pending sanction from the Government of India), and holds this appointment in
addition to others. . '

4. The examinations are held half-yearly, and at other times when necessary,
at all Civil stations, and are conducted by a Covenanted Civilian as President, and
some other Officer as Assessor. Their services are given gratuitously. When
examination papers are required, they are set by the Translators to Government.

5 Fxaminations in Tamil and Telugu can be conducted at most of the
stations in the Presidency, but examinations in Canarese can at prescnt only be
held at Bangalore or Mangalore, and in Malayalum at Madra§ or Calicut. _

6. Tt is almost unnecessary to point out that the Committec has no means ot
examining at outlying stations, such as Secunderabad, Kamptee and Thyctmyo.

7. Examinations in Hindustani must neccssarily be conducted by some other
authority, as at present, for very few Covenanted Civ.ilis.ms in this Presidency are
sufliciently acquainted with the language to examine in 1t. On the other hand, very
fow Military Officers are competent to examine in the other Vernaculfl‘rs.

8. Considering the very superficial character o,f the:-Elementary Test alluded
to in the letter under report, the Committee are of opinion that no c.hange of system
is necessary to enable them to conduct examinations in it, but it will constantly be
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the casc that Ofﬁ.oers will have to proceed to stations distant from their own in
order to be examined.

No. 1(30 OrpEr THEREON, 19th July 1867, No. 860.
Jrdered that the foregoing letter be communicated to the Military Dopart-

mont, in reference to t ; lings i
o 2,004. o the Proceedings in that Department dated ‘?lxe Ist June 1867,

(True Extract.)

Acting Chief S:cretury.

To the Military Department.:

7
Z

MILITARY DEPARTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following papers :—
From the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, Simla,
17th May 1867, No. 192; to the Secretary to Government, Military Department,
Fort Saint George.

With reference to your several communications noted in the margin, and to

revious correspondence on the subject

No. %{}Z’ daled %;’;L %Zzngbngs of examinationsin the native languages,
:, 64: :: 8th Junuary 18G7. I am desired to acquaint you, for the
» 533’ » 1?%2 Feg;:mry & information of the Government of
” » E Fort Saint George, that after full con-

the Governor General in Council is unable to admit the reasonableness
of the objections raised in the Madras Presidency to the Hindi test for the second
standard, and His Excellency in Council cannot but think that the difficulties n
the way of acquiring that language have been greatly overrated.

9. In order to meet the wishes of the authorities in that Presidency, the tests
for the second standard have already been so far modified as to allow the Madras
officer the option, should he prefer it, of passing in one of the other vernacular

languages of the Presidency.
3. The Governor General in Council apprehends that the Hindi test could be

acquired by Madras officers at all stations north of the Hyderabad country, and
possibly at Secunderabad itself, with no greater cost or inconvenience than is
experienced by Bengal officers at stations equally remote from the Presidency ; and
as regards any one of the southern vernaculars, His Excellency in Council feels con-
fident that the very rudimentary knowledge prescribed by the tests could be
acquired without any real difficulty in a very short time in the country in which it
is spoken, or among the men of the regiment whose native tongue it is.
4. Tt being open to the Madras officer to choose his language test, he is enabled
to qualify and pass while he has the opportunity—in Telugu, in the Northern Divi-
sion and Ceded Districts—in Tamil, in the Southern and Centre Divisions—in
Canarese, in Mysore and the Eastern Districts, and in Burmese in British Burmah.
5. Such cases as those cited, of Captain Dixon and Lieutenants Leggett and
Orchard, can be of very rare occurrence, and on conside}-ation of what has been
noticed in the previous paragraph, the Governor General in Council can see litle
force in them.
6. Asregards the system of examination, I am desired to observe that in
Bengal, officers when exumined at the Presidency, appear before the Board of
Examiners, which has been in existence for many years, and which was primarily
constituted for the examination of unpassed civil servants and assistants, in regard
to their qualifications for tho public service. |
7. The only paid officers of this board are the Secretary (who holds that
post in conjunction with several others) and two paid Examiners, one a native
gentleman appointed specially to examine in Sanserit and its derivative languages;
the remainder of the board being composed of ex-officio members selected from
the civil officers at the Presidency.
8. The means of examining officers in the native languages would seem to
exist in the Presidency town of Madras, where both civil servants and military offi-

cers have hitherto undergone examinatl

sideration,
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WM )01 General,

Secretary to Government.

To the Adjutant General.

- Controller of Military c‘cw. .
’ A ,%"“ l %
ey

Public Depyhnqnt.

2xd. T. Stubbs.
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