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No. 160. Read the following Despatch from the Right Honorabla the Sceretary
of State for India, to His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor
n Council, Fort Saint George ; dated India Office, London, 31st Octo-
ber 1866, No. 38. .

I forward, for your information, a copy of a letter from the Foreign Office, with
its enclosures, relative to the arrival of
Emigrant Ships at Réunion from Pondi-
cherry and Karikal, and to the allega-

tions of some of the emigrants as to frauds practised on them at the Ports above
mentioned.

Dated 20th October 1866.

2. T have to request that you will make such communications to the Governor
of Pondicherry, and to the British Consular Agents at that Port and at Karikal, as

may scem to you most likely to lead to the repression of the practices complained
of, should they be found to have existed.

—

From E. HAMMON D, Esq.,, Under Secretary of State, Foreign Office, to the Under Secretary of
State for India ; dated Foreign Office, 20th October 1866,

T am directed by Lord Stanley to enclose, for the information of Her Majesty’s Secretary of

~State for India in Council, copics of two Des-

patches from the Acting Dritish Consul at

Réunion, reporting the arrival at that Port of

Yiree Fici oh Emigrant Ships, and the frauds practised on the Immigrants by the Native Commis-
sioncrs at Pondicherry and Karikal.

2. I am to request that you will acquaint the Secretary of State for India that Lord Cowley

has been instructed to communicate these Despatches confidentially to the French Govern-

ment.

Mr, Andrews, No, 23, 1866.
Do.

» 7’ »

From J. W. ANDREWS, Esq., Her Majesty’s Acting Consul, Réunion, to the Right Honorable
Lord STANLEY, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs ; dafed British Consulate, Ré-

union 10th September 1866, No. 23.
I have the honor to report to Your Lordship the arrival of the French Ship Sigisbert

Cezard, with 424 Immigrants from Fondicherry and Karikal.

2. I personally inspected them within an hour of their arrival at the Depét, and I regret to

bave to inform Your Lordship that they complained sadly of the manner in which they were
robbed by the Native Commissioncrs, or as they are called ‘* Maistries”, at Pondicherry and
Karikal.

I have not a question of a doubt that this system of extortion has been carried on for years
past. Their tale is a very simple one, and has been corroborated by others who arrived here
years ago. It is as follows : a short time after their arrival at the Immigration Depot, they are
drugged by the ¢ Maistries™, this being done after their cxamination by the Doctor, and having
reccived from the French Government Agent 15 Rupees cach, they are then again fianded over to
the ‘¢ Maistries’”’, who, immediately after they leave the Agent, undera variety of ways, get the
advance from them. They are then locked up in the Depdt till the departure of the ship. One
Immigrant informed me that he was robbed in this way of G0 Rupees.

3. T have forwarded to our Agent, Mr. Norfor, at Pondicherry, and also to Mr. Sam at Ka-
rikal, depositions froni some of the most intelligent of the Immigrants, with a view to those gen
tlemen making a scarching inquiry thercon. ,

I should add that Mr. Norfor, in a dospatch of June last, mentions haviug heard it
rumoured that the Immigrants were being defranded of the money advanced, but that he had not
charge of the payment, and that the men did not complain to him ; ke, therefore, ¢ould not inter-
fere.



R N P N P

v~

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
22nd January 1867.

e st

4. T have likewise addressed the Governor of Remion, transmnivil
sition stymed by 3

30 of the most iutellicent of the Tunai. YUARTS vl
abuve stated, aud requesting His Exccllenvy to canse

2t i ceny ob A epos

bbb e nanmer

i Lo 6 e, by
steps to be taken, witheur loss ot 1. by

the authorities ar Powdicierry and Kalad, 1
% Word omitted in original, orider to PUt  Stop to 50 ——— +and nefarious
4 practice.

- - vres . s . . , . ) GO 3
Feomn 1. W, ANDREWS, Esy., Ter Majesty’s Acting Consul, Réunion, to the Right Mouorabl
Lord STANLEY, Scerctary of State for Forelgn Affair, 5 daved Reunion, I0dh Sep-

todber 1866, No. 97,
I iave the honor to report to your Lordshiv the arriv 'l from Pondichirres mel Karikad of th
Frivel Ships Santiogo and Lenarang, the former with &

Gue death oeeurred in the for mer, and two in th
‘)

21 It rvane s Aml theo hurrer with 261
e lacter, durbiy the voraoe,

I'liave ouly to add that the same complaints thd* were made vy qne Tt Baoaigrao s
who arrived Ly the Sigisbert Cenar 4, a3 reported to your Lordship in Wy desnatel No, X5, Were
atso made Ly numbers of the wen in both these ships.

ORrDER THEREON, 22nd January 1867, No. 78.
Ordercd that copies of the foregoing despateh, and

to the Governor of the Fronch Scettlements i

No. 161,

of its enclosures, be furnished
India, with a requst that the come
pinints preferred by the cmigrants {rom the Madr
ed to Riunion, against the recrwiting Maistries ut Pon cherry and ookl may

ancdthat, shoald je ppeait from the fu-

e alies tions are woll founded, the nrcessary
steps may be taken 4o re press the practices complained of.
2. Ordered that the dCsp&tCh and its cuclosures, Le, also,

through the Protector of Emwmnts to the Britizh (J«mww‘ \Ucnh 2t Pondichorr
cherry

and Karikel, in view to their i 111(1umnfr into the matter, aud furnishing the Govern-
ment with thc result of their inquiries,

as Presideney, who have proceed-

roceive His Exeelloney's car Iy uwite n"x«;::,
quiries that may be instituted that t

commuiicated,

(Signed) AL J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chicf Secrctury.

N',‘. 162, 'FO IIIS FY(J(,l (‘H(‘" \T B(_)\I L 1‘\”\\‘ FOVOT rnor of the Iﬂl(nph q“.f;tle,

ments in India, dated Fort Suing Geor - L 2nd Junwary 1567, N, 59,

I have the honor to forward to vour I,}.cwllc vy the aceompanvin s copins of a

Dospateh from the Right ITonorable the R retary of Suce e India ond of its

caclo-ure, relative to complaints preferred by Emivrants fron 1], e M Preste
dency, who have proceeded to ¢ R ‘o,

Pondicherry and Karikal.

2. I eel assured that the subject will receive your Excelleney s carly attention,
and that, should it appear from i tjuiries thut may be instisuted ¢t the complaints

arc well founded, the necessary ste »s will be taken to repress the practices coms
plained of.

Accept Sir, &e.,
(Signed) NAPIER.

Exd. J. H. Burns.
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