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Proceedmg: qf the: Madms Govemment Pabi:c Department,
m{( ly1eer. -

S

Read. the followmg papers --—‘ S o
No. 61.  From A. MACGREGOR, Esq, Actmo- Resldent in Travancore and

Cochm, to the Chief Secretary to Government Fort Samt George dated
Trevandrum, 26th Apnl 1867, No. 20. © -

*ave the honor now to report fnlly on the subject of Telegraph ofﬁces in
Travancore. :

9. 1 mformed you that the Nagercoﬂ office had been closed and that the
closing of that at Quilon was threatened. =~

3. The former has been re-opened as a prov1s1ona1 measure. The latter bas
since been closed, and the proposal to re-open it on the guarantee of losses being
made good, pendmg settlement, has not been acceded to.

4, Ths office havma been estabhshed by the Department on its own account
no questlon of gnarantee arose, but xt-‘fimay be remarked that its mxportance to this
State as Wead quarters of the Sub_s; ary Force and, -generally, is far greater than
that of Nagereml, while. zts receap;* ,.ahw bemg greater, the expense of a guarantee-
would be Tess. - R :

5. If, t.herefore, an ofﬁceu to be.keprt open at only one of these two places, by
all means let it be at leon i : , N

6. The value of Nagercoxl is due partly to its convenxent sxtuatlon, with regard
to the rising Colony of European Coffee Planters on the Assamboo Hills, on the one
hand, and to the seaport of Collechal the natural outlet for the praduce of those

parts, on the other g e ,

7. In makmg a proposal for the fature mmntenance»of the oﬁ:ce I think it is
not asking too muoh to require that the finaneial results of a,ll the. four T elecrrs,ph
offices in Tzavancore shall be taken asa whole, and that the guarantee of His
Highness to ‘make good the net lossos mll be conmdered sufficient. -

8. Thzs guarantve he is prepared to gtve, and the followmo' terms arc pro-
posed —--f,_ '
1st. ~That the aggregate ‘cash reccxpts at the four ofﬁces be mcreased by 50
per cent. to represent the value of messages despatched from outside.
9nd.—That a fair deduction be made from the aggregate office ¢ expenditure

to represent the unavoidable cost which is due to the maintenance of
through traffic, 1. e., the establishment of one office and of line rldexs

3rd.—That His Highness should have the option ¢ of rehevmrr }umge]f from tho
enrragement on giving due notice, say three months.

On the ﬁrbt head I will observe that in the armnrrement sanctxoned" by the
- Supreme Government for calculating the
* Vido No. 2531, dated 20th Augnat 1864 losses on: the Nagercoil ofﬁoe, the cash
Tt ' ‘recéipts were to be doubled, in order to
yopresent the value of messages recexved there, but paid for elsewhere.

10. The same system apphed to the case of two or more offices would, of course,
give an exa,agerated return for, to the extent to which messages were mterchanrrod

petween any two of those ofﬁces, payments would be shown twice over.

9.
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1L It has, therefore, been suggested to increase the recoipts by onc-half

only, but if the Department can give the exact proportion, that might be sub-
stituted.

12. On the second head it may be remarked that the distance between&oclxi.n
and Palamcottah requires at least one repeating station. The entire dis co 18
- 200 miles, the stations being situated at intervals of about 40 miles in the following
order :—Cochin, Alleppy, Quilon, Trevandrum, Nagercoil, Palamcottah. I am
under the impression that Alleppy, the best paying office of the four, would not

suffice for this purpose, not being central, and that it would anyhow be necessary
to have a station at Trevandrum.

13. I annex copy of a Return furnished by the Department, showing the
receipts and disbursements for 27 months, ending 31st March 1867.

14. This shows an average monthly expenditure of 829 (including four line
riders on 30 Rupees each), and of cash receipts amounting to 441, and if the latter

be increased as above explained by 50 per cent., and the expenditure diminished by

120 Rupees, or the pay of the line riders (an expense solely due to through traffic),
it will be seen that the deficit is about 50 Rupees a month.

15. If it is admitted thatin any case 200 Rupees a month must have been
spent on a repeating office, and that the caleulations above are correct, it would

seem that there is little or no pecuniary loss to the Department by the offices in
the Travancore State.

16. I trust that in view of the protection afforded over 150 miles of line, and
of the recent interportal arrangements between the British Government and this
State by which immediate revenus has been sacrificed in expectation of eventual
recovery by expansion of trade, it may bo decided that in the matter in question

the wishes of His Highness are entjtled to 8 consideration beyond that derivable
from the mere financial results.

Statement showing the Receipts and Disbursements of the undermentionod Offices from
R Lst January 1865 to S1st March 1865.

Receipts. Dishursements,
| BS. |aAJe. ES. A r.
Quilon  Office..................... 1,845{13 0/ Quilon  Office............ ... 5831 5 0
Alleppy  do, ..., ] 6,709110 0, Alleppy  do. ...... .. 7" 5,734 111
Trevandmgndo. seeesessecse o ven | 2,513 61 O Trevandrum do, cereeivieens veeee | 6,19810 3
* Nogercoil do. ..... v, 857) 0| 0f * Nagercoil do. ... 4,628 5 1
Total... 11,9213 | Total... 22,39217;1 3
Camr Cocaix, (Signed) H.R. THOMPSON,
1XA dpril 1867,

Oftg. Supt. Tels., M. (. Divn.

(True Copy).

(Signed) A. MucGREGOR,
. dcting Resident.

A

;’;;ceedmgsqf the Madras Government, Public Depgrtment,
. “ ’-.5th"Jul_t/}867.’i i Lt '

No. 62.  From AMM'GREGOR, Fsq., Acting Resident ir.x Travancore and
. Cochin, to the' CH':GE‘Seeretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated
Cochin, 25th May 1867, No. 23a. -

“In continuation of my letter, No. 20, of the 26th ultimo, 1 have ;thg .hqn'or
siow to forward Returns furnished by the Telegraph Department, from which it will
be seen that the actual proportion of receipts from telegrams despa.tcbed from
 offices iﬁ%’f'rﬁ\téﬁcorevto‘bﬁicts in British territory is 76 per cent. This ghould be
.’*“‘éﬁ&ﬁtﬁgﬁe&fer'the assumed proportion of 50 per cent. on which my formgr caleu-
Tation whe based, and the result will then be all the more favorable as regards the

Tation ition of these offices.

peciiniary position of these offices. ~ o Ouilon’
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realized there being greater, the expense of a guarantee would be less. Tho value
of Nagercoil, it is stated, is due partly to the rising Colony of Luropcan Coffeo
Planters on the Assamboo Hills, and partly to the seaport of Collechal, the natural
outlet for the produce of that portion of the country. If an office is to be kept at

only one of these two stations, the Acting Resident considers that Quilon should
have the preference.

3. Adverting to the proposal for the maintenanco of the Telegraph offices,
the Acting Resident thinks that if the financial results of all the four Telegraph
oflices in Travancore be taken together the guarantee of Ilis Highness the Muha-
rajah may be considered sufficient. The guarantee which he is prepared to give
18 detailed in paragraph 8 of the Acting Resident's lotter, dated the 26th April last,
No.20. Inthe following paragraphs, 9 to 14, Mr., MacGregor remarks on the mode of
calculating the roceipts and losses, and in paragraph 15 he states that ifiis calcula;,

o

tions are correet there would be little or no pecuniary loss to the Telegraph Depart-

ment from the offices established in the Travancore Stato, Mr. MacGregor submits
that on account of the protection afforded over 130 miles of the Telegraph line,
and of the interportal arrangcments between the British Government and the
Travancore State by which revenue has been sacrificed in expectation of trade, the

wishes of flis Highness are entitled to a counsideration beyond that derivable from
the mere financial results.

4. With the letter, dated the 25th Muy, No. 234, the Acting Resident forwards
a Return furnished by the Telegraph I Jepartment, and states that it will be seen
from it that the actual proportion of receipts from telegrams despatched from
offices in Travancore to offices in British territory is 75 per cont. This, ho
adds, should be substituted for the 50 per cent. on which his former calculation

was based, whon the result will appear more favorable as regards the financial
position of the Telegraph offices. '

. . . .
5. The offices at Nagercoil and Quilon both being now rc-opened, and tho
Travancore Governmeont being linble to make up any deficiency in the working of

these offices, tho Acting Resident requests tho decision of the Government of
India at an carly date.

(Signed) R. 8. FLLIS,
Acting Chief Secretary.
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