M.E.C. 1—36,00016-16-38,

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

“

Government of Madras.
| \ iz "DEPARTMENT.
G0 No. “74 ; | .

i
5 P




 Proceedings of ‘the Madras Government, Public Department,

e ot

nd July 1867,

Read the following papers :—

No. 17. From the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, to the Secre-
tary to Government, Military Department ; dated Fort Saint George, 1st
 June 1867, No. 40. _ SRR TR e

1 have the honor respectfully fo solicit the attention of Government to the
annexed appeal from the Superintendent, Gun Powder Manulactory on a matter -
vitally affecting the health and comfort of the large establishment unde; his charge ;
and, as Colonel Rowlandson has been in communication with the Municipal Cfm-
missionevs, the question will be best explained by Government having the- whole
of the papers connected therewith before them.

——

From Colonel 6. ROWLANDSON, Superintendent of the Gun Powder Manufactory, to the In-
spector General of Ordnance and Magazines, Fort Saint George; dated M’adras 30th
May 1867, No. 503. s

1 bave the honor to request you will do me the favor to submit, with as little delay as possi~
ble, for the orders of Government, the correspendence herewith forwarded, the subject of which is
briefly as follows. » )

9. Her Majesty’s Gunpowder Factory, under my charge, is surrounded, as you are aware, by .
a plain more or less open, across which on the north the Railway passes, east to west, at al’)out
300 yards, and the branch to the Luggage Terminus, north to south, at about the same distance

‘eagtward. 'This plain is Jiable after heavy raing to become submerged, and, while drying up

afterwards, for geveral months, emits copiolis exhalations, which, the soil being uncontaminated
hitherto, hf.‘_rq not been found deleterious to health, or offensive ; and the Manufactory has been
remarkabla for its salubrity. -

3. ‘The Municipal Commissioners, in their anxiety to preserve the health and comfort of the
inhabitants of the town, are ab great pains and cost to collect and carry away to remote deposi-
tories the 8owag® and sweepings of the town, but,"With a total disregard for the health and
comfort of the numerous residents and employés.at this Manufactory, have recently selected for
one of these depositories the plain on the porth and east, shut in between this Factory and the
Railways. Extensive trenckes are being dug, and are filled with the filthy and noxious sewage,
covered over. The stench borne into the Manufactory by the breezes, which have heretofore been
welcomed as the most refreshilig, from the north and east, is of & sickening charaeter, and cannot
be prevented or avoided. The goil, saturated with this sewage, will become during the rainsa
péstilent and disgusting quagmire, and the noxious vapours therefrom, which will contaminate the
@,tmosphere. cannot but be fmjurious to the health, as offensive and disgusting to the sense, of all

employed bere. ‘
4. Thave ropresented the evil to the Commissioners, but without avail ; I, therefore, most

respectfully beg to protest most earnestly against its cohtinuence, and to appeal to the Right
Honorable the Governor in Council to interpose his aathority to protect the servants of - Govern-
ment at this Mangfa.ctory from the uncalled for and pernicious evils involved in this -acheme,
which, if not prevented, will, I am well advised, deprive this Factory of some of it ™ osb impeie
tant and valuable employés, who will not consent to labor on under conditions 80 n,l‘eiﬁ_dicial;ﬁ
all comfort and health, in & climate 8o trying and unfavorable in itself. ‘ o

5. As the evil is being daily gugmented by the constanf additions’ of cart-1oads of sewage,

I respectfully submit that \his representation may go forward without delay, with a view to its

earliest possible discontinuance.

Colonel G- ROWLANDSON, Superintendent of the Gun Powder Mgngfa;ctory, to the Muni-
cipal Commissioners, Madras ; dated Madras, 20th May 1867, No. 487 (Imm edinte).

1 have the honor $0 bring to your notice that the public scavengers during the last three or
o burying cart-loads of -sewersge of the town. in tiefithes in o line east from
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Her Majesty’s Gun Powder Factory, in the direction of the branch Railway, within a few yards of

Zﬁis%:i::{ng?;‘zl;;t: s:‘:;:‘;;)lﬁ'en;ve 'atench is conveyed by the sea-breeze into the Manufactery,
Fastorr. which Tt 8ly & ecting the comfort and health of the numerous employ<s of the
y, which I trust you will have the goodness to order to be immediately discontinued.

}F;om the SMuni.c ipal Commissioners for the Town of Madras, to Coloncl G. ROWLANDSON,

In replll;’ i:?iitdﬁ::e:f(? ﬁ;‘;‘ Powder Manufactory ; dated Madras, 2lst May 1807,
of the Sanitary Tnspector’s 2&; d **immediate”’), No. 487, of yesterday, we beg to forward copy
pector’s (2nd District report on the nuisance complained of by you, and trust

that the measures taken may h i
a ) s 1 it
g, y have the desired cTeet. Our DPresident purposes visiting the spot

—— g e

REPORT.

Wi

honor tﬁi::i‘:e:;:tt& Colonel Bowlandson’s letter, No. 487, dated 20th May 1867, I have the

Factory and the Ratlonr o g &c., deposited in the plain betwoen H. M's. Gun Powder

carth, This morning Icya’r;:'ul?l 7 buried in pits o yard and a half deep, and properly covered with

Since last week I sta,tion d Py lnspwt?d the spot, and found that the rubbish was buricd as usual.

the rubbish, and I h od & Teon at tl{lﬂ place, to see that there was no irregularity in depositing
3 ave again given strict orders that every care should be taken to prevent any

nuisance to the neighbourhood ; b i
. ; but, at the same ¢ i ‘
doubt prevail when the carts are at’work moraing l;e(i :v::;itgauo' et s ofenivownel L

Mavges, 21st May 1867, (Signed) R. c.s“'qnsnlin, )
anitary Inspecior.

u e e e g————
onicrear Covussionsr's OFFICE,

My pear Coronmr, ) Mabeas, 22nd May 1867.

. 1 inspected, yesterda . .
ally depositing the rubbish, a: well understan -
depositing, ifgdm-in:l :bll::é :;i (;m‘:l reaching the Powder Mn:’uf::ti:t-wnl:\c; e‘:‘;c:‘!'::n“:::":e
breeze at present it should not b;it ¢ mmell would be blown over the, Ra'ilway and with th(;yaea-
wounld be different, but at that tim: gththe smell in that direction ; with a nortix-east monsoon, it
bish depot. I walked up to whero th e whole place will be under waller, and unavailable as r:xb-
covered over, and certainly, when to ;Y were burying in trenches 44 feet deep. These when full are
the pits had not been proper] eeward, at the end near the Railway, the smell was bad ; but
of the noxions zases « perly covered ; the ground is ve y, the smell was bad ; bu
: 8ases escaping.  As I walked ry hard, and large clods of earth allow

smell ' : along i
mell was not near 80 bad ;—but I grant thege rﬁﬁbil:b t:;w"ds the Gun Powder Manufactory, th¢
e

conld g%,,‘,y '&y'toi ¥ ’

Mmy way to get rid , pots are a :

- sewage from the Gun Carria g?ﬁﬁmﬂ : :h" Peou in chargo said a cant gur;azre:nl"n:n :n; Yi’;.}:i;
buted the sontents by drawing the | actory came there every day, and the man in charge distri-

o . b
Colonel Hatchinson to give orders ung out of the eart before he reached the depot. 1have asked

SO si i Bive about thi
Cﬂnﬂm?e mureguds municipal pui c:;::‘i I.I Sha!l.g]wnys bo glad of ahy information you
. : E . otmm]m. . . .

To Colonel @. Rowandson. o , Yours truly,
. ‘ | (Signed) C. DENISON,
h l?z'bnn oo President, Municipal Commiuion.

: 7 SR Powpze Miis,

. Lthink you for your viote of the 92; B0tk

. L th your , ay 1867.

| mm“ the. Mfor::t:;fhtf:u?nd May, but the question it refers to affects my daily

- atiow ofamy discumiing es: thn of my people at this Pactory, too deeply sod vitally &

e ST T yu taleoup. ' The mero fach of seléciing s nimatise

-
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Government Factory, employing nearly 200 hands of all classes, to makea
depository of the filthy sewage of the town—in other words, to convert the now healthy plain-
around us into & pestilent noxious quagmire —and so subject the unfortunate and numerous em-,
plyés at the Mills to all the evils so carefully and expensively removed out of reach of the inhabi-
tants of the bown, 18, in my view, & scheme so extraordinary and unjugtiﬁa,ble that I cannot under-
gtand its having ever been serifsly entertained now, any more tha®® heretofore. But, being 80,
it would be idle in me o discuss¥ks effects with reference merely to th}' winds that blow, and the
varyiﬁg degrees to which it may distress us at one season more than arfothe'r.; 'a,r.ld Ih’ave_ no
alternative but 0 appeal to the Govﬁment to prevent S}xch a deplorable evil, which, if persever- '
d in, will deprive me of some of myJost valuable and important employés, and add to the neces-
o ties of this Manufactory the grievous aggravation of disgusiing ‘stenches and a
here, from whic hdye been herctofore frec.
& Yours faithfully,
(Signed) G. ROWLANDSON.

environs of a large

sarily trying du
pestilent atmosp

T Colonel Dentson. é : .
ROWLAN DSON, Superintendent of the Gun Powder Manufactory, to the Muni-
Madras ; dated Madras, 29th May 1867, No. 501.

ledge the receipt of your reply to my previous letter, bearing date
y Inspector’s report (in which he states 1 must allow
11 will, no fdoubt, prevail when the carts are at work morning and evening’’),
d on the following day 1 was favored with a note from Colonel Denison, your President, who was
e h to inspect personally the spot complained of, and who informs me that *‘to leeward
good enoug (; q p the pits had not been properly covered ; the ground is very hard, and the
the smc{/lldva; e:rtl,l allow of the noxious _gases’yeg,gg}_giqg:”_‘For five months in the year, from Octo-
la{rge};‘b ; _S:r ‘thé wl;xdpasse:;f;)—t;’tj}&)e n';;th-east girectly over the plain, now being polluted
ber 10 . 1“; y’ﬁlled with the disgusting gewerage of the town, which already have extended
by the trene " st of the gouth entrance of the Manufactory, 8o bringing also every direct sca
soutbward abr;ab ° e Tt is admitted by your own official that a bad smell cannot be
brcfaze undell'tl i za::r morning and every evening, and the soil of the whole plain surrounding the
:;::}z':’c;iye;: its ngrth and :a,st, over which its most refreshing and salutary breezes pass, ig'in

f being saturated with the black pestiferous sewerage of the town. During the monsoon
co\.n'sc 0. one the raing are heavy, becomes frequently more or less submerged ; and, as it dries
thie plmnt,hwgc;e 0‘; the rains, the exhalations from the contaminated waters and mire cannot but
:z ::.t:r:inrieous to health, 38 destructive to all comfort. e b depos
9. These sweepings and sewerage are, at great expense, collected and carried forth to eposxf:o-
. ) ible from the inhabited parts of towne ; and I am persuaded that, while
ries as for regmoved 88 pos? . currad to preserve the health and comfort of the inhabitants, it cannot
such p:.z,ins M.ld expz}ns‘? z::nler;t th;t a large Gevernment Manufactory like thig, where its Eu_mpean
be :hc F;nt:gf:;;:f en‘:;:o.yés are required constantly to live, and where nearly 200 people are
and 1.as

\ing daily from day-light to evening, should thus be subjected to the very evils and dangers
working daly

the inhabitants!
Tioh 1t is sought O remove from ) )
which i 18 5095 s o the nuisanco Was attracted by the complaints of my subordinates, who were
3. My attention hile at their work ! 1 was not before aware of such a scheme

writing, W g g .
sickened, o the da.){ ;f ::-ycommefced and at once addressed you, in the full hope and expectation
l y

being in cozltemplaz mplainod of would be at once arrested ; but as no guch relief appears to be
that the grievance o art, an 4 having been respectfully jnformed by some of m.y most respectable
contemplated 0B J0 o nt’) sonsideration will ;nduce their continuance at work in .the Manufactory
Buropeant cmployés 82 ditions so destructive of all comfort

for ita salubrity) undey con

i fore been remarkable -
(which has he.reﬁo a risk 0 their health, it becomes my duty. ,.at once o repres.qnt the ca.s: t(; Gove:lx:
and at 80 sen'w\lﬂﬁl to solicit the interposition of its authority to protcfct its servan ;x) 1'01;1 ) e
ment, 807 :‘Mnf‘:s:ucc of so serious a nature, which, up to the prosent time, has never been belore
infliction of &1t

' !
attempted, or, I supposé, thought of !

From Colonel G-
cipal Commigsioners,

1 bave the honor to acknow .
21st May 1867, forwarding youxj_;Samtar

that an offensive sme

conditions.
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4. Pending the decision of Government on the matter, I h

you will be good enough to suspend the continued destruction o
of the Manufactory.

ave most respectfully to request that
f the salubrity of the neighbourheod

~ From the thi?ipal Commissioners for the Town of Madras, to Colonel G. ROWLANDSON,
 Superintendent of the Gun Powdor Manufuctory ; dated Madras, 31st May 1867.

the s“;e. hzvi.?l:e hox_xor toge now!edge the receipt of your letter s, 501, of the 29th instant, on
abject of the nuisance complained of by yourself and subor ates in the Gun Powder Many-

fach . C .
actory, owing to the effluvia arising from the deposit of street #weepings and rubbish in pits on the
ground between the Powder Factory and Canal. )

2. The rabbish of a portion ‘of the 2ud Distri lAe
. 2 strict ited in pi i '
stables ; this ground, however, could hold no m e s o o T

3. For that now i ore, and anether place had to be found.
O In nse, we have the eanction of the §§ Commissioner, and though we
de('sply regret t.he annoyance caused to yourself and subordina ' , and are fully alive to the extreme
nuisance occasioned by these depots, we cannot undertake to pu‘a sWp to the depositing of rubbish
in thz present du:pot, as x:equested by you in the last para;r;xph of your letter.
of depc-)sitl.& j&elgfati[: 311;3;?::'2' h]?s t(;, be carried away daily, and we must, therefore, have some place
burning of » TUTEVEL, has 00n.p§b before the Board by our Civil Engmeer to day, for the
g€ ot a great portion of the rubbish, and we trust in time we may be able to abate in some
degrge what we fully allow is a nuisance. We are very willing ind.&ed that reference should be made
by you to Government on this subject ; for, as they have ref! t:sed te oi .
conservancy pur less th ’ 0 give us a special grant for
y P POses, uniess they are prepared to take upon themselves some portion of the burden
of the Municipality in their sanitation and conservancy measures, which have to be ied out
f?f-sg;:iff}i (l:&dy of ~(_1}overmnent.»s;c-:!'va,nts and employés, we cannot with the limitodca:;zns o:t
vuianogal hold anrgelyes x:esoqna;bl.e,&m.ﬁhg.:gmg whigh we foresce, and which are only foo_likel,,

to occur this hot weather.
Referred to the Public Department.
(Signed) R, HAMILTON, Col,,
Dy. Secy to Government.

Forr Saixt GroReE,
5th June 1867.

dras District, for report whether the land in
or of the Municipsl Commission.
(Signed) F. BRANDT,
Ag. Under Secretary to Gout.

Referred to the Collector of the Ma
question is the property of Government,
Fogr Saint GEoORGE,

11tk June 1867,

No. 18. From the Acting Collector of the Mad ..
ras District ;
to Government, Fort Saint Geor istrict, to the Chief Secretary

No. 124.. ge; dated Sydapet, 24tl June 1867,

'Adverting to the Government endorsement, of the 11th instant, on the accom-
panying letter from the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, I have
. ana erregd to is the property of Government
f(trfnmg‘part °£t'h © western «splanade. It m,fhowever, nxadeyovei- to the M u’-
nicipal Commissioners of Madras, avith certain other lands, under G. 0., No. 4117, of
the 24 December 1863, and No. 382, of the 3rd February 1864 T ’
.. % The Deputy Collector of Madras informs me that the Tahsildar of Madras
visited the spot on the 17th instant, with Colonel Rowlandson, the Superintendent of
the Gun Powder Manufactory, ﬁpd reported that the nuisance complained of would

be severely felt by the people 1 the Man Sy . .
the sea breeze sets in. ufactory and its neighbourhood when

3. Tha Sites WhC.Te thO rubbish 18 buricd I8 ShOWD in the RCCOMPAN Vi
rough sketch prepared in the Deputy Collector's Officn, -

""""

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department, 5
2nd July 1867.
No. 19 OrpER THEREON, 2nd July 1867, No. 766.

The picce of Jand which is used as a deposit for night-soil, near the Gunpowder

M. 11Qfact(}1'y is, it appears, the property of Government, being part of 1:,11? ‘Yesfern

esdl wade W};icl,l was handed over for conservancy purposes to the Municipai Com-
p and $

. . : 4. .
mlsmgner;t?s tigerved however, that the esplanades, and some small tracts withou?
R )

the walls given over to the Commissioners at the same time, had be‘mll‘lp‘ t(;) tha;
t.”;m utilizod as grazing grounds only, and were handefi.ovc?r to be enclosed an
rotocted, the rents being foregone in favor of the Municipality. . 1R

R o Commissioners ought certainly to have consulted with Colonel Row-
5. The Co ing a spot close toa large and important Government Fa“tor?’ )
landson before 1}51&1% nnot but affect the comfort and the health of all engaged in
for purposes Whllc Ci}t seems, moreover, to have been otherwise ill-selected, for it
the building. .The sie . tl;is piece of ground is submerged. Both in showery
that, in the I‘mln ’vier rains, the place must, therefore, as represented by
fior the oo ¢ an int(’)lerable naisance to the neighbourhood, not-
ns as are possible may be taken ; and in the rainy
under any circumstances, be compelled to select

appears
weather, and a
C>lonel Rowlandson, become at
withstanding that such precautio
geason the Commissioners would,
gome other spof.

4. The Government
using this part of the weste

direct, therefore, that the Commissioners will desist from
rn esl,)lunade as a deposit for night soil and sewage.

(True Extract).

Acting Chief Secretary.

f Ordnance and Magazines.
o the Inspector General of
T Mm})icipal Commissioners for the Town of Madras.

Collector of the Madras District, with plan returned.
Military Department.

3
»

”

Exd. J. H. Burns,

N
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