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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
26th June 1867.

Read again Proceedings of Government, dated 22nd January, 21st March,
17th April, and 3rd May 1867, Nos. 160 to 162, 140 to 143, 74 & 75,
and 26 & 27.

Read also the following papers :—

No. 248. From His Excellency the Provisional Governor of the French Scttle-
ments in India, to His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor of
the Presidency of Fort Saint George ; dated Pondicherry, 1st April 1867,
No. 9.
TRANSLATION.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the letter which your Ixeel-

lency addressed to me on the 21st of

* Sic in orig. this* month, on the subject of emigra-

tion. Your Excellency has done me the

honor to call for my opinion on a proposition contemplating the abolition or modi-
fication of the system of making advances to emigrants.

9. The measure proposed by the Protector of Emigrants at Madras is a
radical one, but that Honorable Functionary, with a frankness for which Iam
obliged to him, is the first to admit that the result of its adoption will be the cessa-
tion of emigration, That which happened at Madras, according to the 3rd para-
graph of his letter, No. 140, cannot fail to recur, if we resort to the same pro-
cedure.

3. Tt is indeed indisputable that the majority (I can speak as to the gene-
yality of the Natives who are disposed to emigrate) will find it impossible to emi-
grate but for the help afforded them by advances, by means of which they arc
enabled to settle their affairs personally with the creditors they may have, to
provide for the expenses of the journey to the place of embarkation, and to leave
some small pittance with their families to meet immediate wants. Such is the
natural course, and it ought to regulate the adjustment of accounts between the
emigrant and the Maistry, who lends the money, when the advances are repaid by
the emigrant at the depot.

4. It appears to me that it will be very difficult to carry on the emigration
under any other conditions, and I fully concur in the opinion of the Honorable Mxr.
Franklin as to the impracticability of it.

5. On the other hand, I do not pretend that the Maistries have not a tendency
to practise on the emigrants to the utmost extent, but then it is the duty of
the French Government to apply every possible measure of supervision and control
to regulate the settlement of accounts, which necessarily takes place between the
recruiter and the emigrant. The letter which Mr. Bontemps had the honor to
address to your Excellency on the 14th February last ought to prove to you, Mon-
sicur le Gouverneur, how much his Government had at heart the morality of the
operations in question. I would fain hope that all the arrangements which have
Dbeen adopted here with the concurrence of Mr. Norfor will, for the future, suffice to
prevent a repetition of the lamentable occurrences which have come to light, and
to ensure to the emigrant all the benefits of the protection which the French Go-
vernment owes him, and is bound in honor to affordhim. Ever since, indeed, no
complaint could arise, as the claims that these regulations have encouraged somec
emigrants to put forward have been followed by full satisfaction.



(True translation),

(Signed) J. w. LYONS,

] . French Transiator.
From Hig Excellene

¥ the Provisiona] G
. . 0
ments in India, to His vommor o

Excellency the Right
the Presidency of F o ght Honor
No. 10, ¢y of Fort Saint George; dated Pon dich

TRANSLATION.

I have the honor to acknowled ;
e . R ge the I‘ecelpt of vo O ’
17th of this month and its annexures. Even ag [ exﬁrZsrseI;X:lfn(lmcy : Cer of the
to your Excellency of the 1s¢ April, No . € hope in my letter

- 9, I believe that
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‘ » Prevent any

recurrence of the circumstances, true or £ tl titi
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(True Translation),

(Signed) J. W. Lyons,

L French Transiator,
Transferred to the Chief Secreta

(By Order),
GOIVER;:;&IENT Houskg, (Signed) J. mH. GARSTIN,
st May 1867. Private Secretary.

ry to Government,

No. 250. From J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq.,

Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
No. W
3.

I have the honor to inform you th

Protector of Emigrants, to the Chief
George; dated Madras, 22nd May 1867,

; at, in compliance with the structions con-
veyed in Proceedings of Government of the 3rd instant, No, 499, the British Cou-

sular Agent at Pondicherry was called on for such explanation as Je might have to
offer regarding the statement of the emigrants who arrived at Réunion i?l the Ao
siumbrian, to the effect that they had no opportunity of communicatjne with hi

before they embarked. ° w

2. Mr. Norfor’s reply in original is herewith forwarded.

From B. T. NORFOR, Esq., British Consular Agent, Pondicherr

Protector of Emigrants, Madras, dated Pondicherry,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Gover

No. 499, giving cover to copies of Despatch from the Right

India, and the Under Secretary's letter,
Consul in Réunion.

v, to J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq.,
21st May 1867, No. 172.

nment Order of the 3rd instant,
Honorable the Secretary of State for
together with correspondence from Iler Majesty’s
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
26th June 1867.

S e 4 e e et i e

2. In reply to paragraph 2 of the Under Secretary’s letter, requiring explanation respecting
the statement of certain emigrants embarked on the Ship Belgravia for Réunion, to the effect
that they were deprived of 13 Rupees each, and had no opportunity of complaining to me ;
that they never saw me after the money was taken, or they would have complained ; and that I
did not visit the Depst during the fortnight previous to their embarkation, I beg to say that the
statements made are not correct. I generally inspect the Deptt once a week, and the men must
have seen me. Besides this, at the time of embarkation, they are called up, one by one, to
receive their engagement passports. On this occasion, they come to a table at which are seated
the Government Commissaire of Emigration, the Emigration Agent, and myself. Here each man
15 questioned for the last time as to his willingness to emigrate, &c., and if he has any complaint
we are bound to attend to it.

This was another and good opportunity for them to have spoken, but the men of this vessel
made no complaints of any kind.

3. T'hopeit will be seen from the foregoing that the men donot state the fruth when they
say they had no opportunity to complain.

They have every opportunity, but, strange to say, they keep silence, and this is the great
didiculty I have to contend with. In paragraph 2 of the Consul's letter they say *“ we complained
to Mr. Erny, &c., and he only made reply—* Why did you let the Maistries take the
woney from you.’” ' Now the truth is that, at the pay table, Mr. Erny warns them not to
pay the Maistries anything they do not owe, &c., and yet the men give their money then and
there in his presence, declaring they owe it! It is, therefore, easy to understand that Mr.

Erny may have made this reply to some of them, who, against his advice, paid money and
afterwards repented.

4. T donot wish it to be supposed from anything I have written here, or in my repory
of 31st January 1867, that I deny the men are imposed upon by the Maistries ; on the
contrary, I have always thought they were, and have devised various ways to prevent it; but when
the men keep silence and actually pay the Maistries against all caution given, it is very difficult,
indeed mmpossible, to assist them.

The only remedy, as I before said, is to reduce the amount of advance, or to give none at all.

No. 251. ORDER THEREON, 26th June 1867, No. 746.

Resolved that copies of the foregoing Proceedings, and of the letters from the
Provisional Governor of the French Settlements and from the British Consular
Agent at Pondicherry, be forwarded to the Secretary of State for India.

2. The several Consular Agents will be careful to report, through the
Protector of Emigrants, any instances of malpractices on the part of the Recruiting

Maistries which may come under their notice, and the mode in which they may
have been dealt with,

(True Extract).

Acting Chicf Secretary.

To the Protector of Emigrants.

Exd. J. H._Burns.
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