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No. 140. Read the following Despateh from the Richt Honorable the Seeretary
of State for India, to IIis Excellency the Right Ilonorable the Govern &
in Couneil, Fort Saiut George; dated India Qffice, London, 7th Decem-
ber 1866, No. 45.

f have considered in Council your Despatches in the Revenue Department,

notced in the margi 1ttir thie
No. 37, dated 2-4th Angust 1366, he margin, subnnttmg furthi

" ;0) s i.tr,t& Sept.  ,, reports relating to the distress preyailivg
s Uy 3 2Ru 3 » . [P . . .
. 43, .. 9th Ociober ,, in different districts of your Presidcucy

from want of food, and as to the measures
faken for relicving the wants of the people.

2. T'deeply lament the saffering to which the poor population have been ex-
posad in large portions of your Presidency, and the mortality which has been caused
by Cholera and other discases following in the wake of scarcity.

3. The measures of your Government, which have been in general accordance
with your Resolution of the 25th July, appear to have been marked by liberality
and prompuitade, aud there scems good ground for believing that those measures,
in conjunction with the operations of the Central Relief Committee at Madras, have
becn the means of mitigating most materially the prevalent distress,

4. T notiee with great satisfaction that the latest reports from the suffering
districts, including Bellary, where the visitation has been felt with peculiar severity,
are very reassuring, the rainfall baving been abundant, and the appearance of the
crops being geunerally promising. Under the most favorable circumstances, there
will, however, be classes of the population which will require eleemosynary help
for some time to come, and I do not doubt that your Government will sce the pro-
priety of granting assistance, in the way of loan or otherwise, to those among the
poor agriculturists who may have lost their cattle, and who, without such aid, mig:s
be urable to replace them.

5. 1 approve the employment of Mr. Ellis, the Sanitary Commissioner, on the
daty of reporting on the prospects of the season, and the measures of relief whicl:
will probably still be temporarily required ; and I shall await with interest the
results of his mission.

6. I observe that the Collector of Madura, in his letter of the 6th August,
called attention to the great benefit which would arise if the waters of the Periauy
river were diverted from their natural channel, and brought into the Madura District ;
and the Assistant Collector of Bellary, in the same way, with refcrence to the gradual
rise in prices and the deteriorating condition of the people in that district, strongly
urged the importance of making use of the waters of the Toongabadra river for the
purpose of irrigation. It would appear from the remark recorded by your Govera-
ment, with reference to the proposed diversion of the Periaur, that the scheme was
alrcady uader the consideration of your Government; and with regard to the sug-
gestions for the utilization of the Toongabadra in Bellary, the recommendations
submitted in the letter from your Government, in the Public Works Department,
of 25th August last, No. 42, have been communicated to the Madras Irrigation
Company, and your Government will be apprised of the result of the correspondence

with all practicable dispatch.
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7. The measures of the local authorities, and the conduct of the Police on
occasion of the grain riots at Madras, have becn dealt with in the Judicial Depart-
ment. I have, therefore, only to express my entire approval of the Resolution
recorded by your Government, and communicated to the several public bodies con-
cerned, that you will afford effectual protecticn to the grain merchants iu the pur-
suit of their business, and will not allow any interference with the prices which they
may see fit to put on their commodities.

No. 141. ORDER THEREON, 16th January 1867, No. 64.
The foregoing Despatch will be communicated to the Revenue, Public Works,
and Judicial Dopartients, for the issue of such orders as may be nccessary.
2. Copics of the despatch will be, also, furnished to the Sanitary Commis.
sioner and to the Famine Relief Comnnttee at Madras, for information.
(True Extract).

I Yief Secretary.

To the Revenue Department.
Public Works do.
Judicial do.
Sanitary Commissioner,
Famine Relief Committee.
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_EXdo J. H. Burns.
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