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No. 57, Read the following letter from the Commissioner of Police, to the Chief
Secretary' to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 23th March
1867, No. 41,

With reference to Order of Government, No. 210, of the 26th ultimo, regard-
ing the practice of collecting shell-fish in the Cooum, I have the honor fo state that
the actual conservancy of that river belongs to the Engineer’s Department, a cer-
tain sum for repairs, &c., being entered in the Annual Budget Estimate ; but the
Supcrintending Engincer, 4th Division, states that the right to grant permission to
collect sholl-fish has never been exerciscd by his Department. I forward his letter,
in which he states that permission to catch fish appears to have been formerly
granted by the Commandant of Engineers, but that it is not known to whom the

power has been transferred.

9. The Collector of Madras, to whom I have applied, also disclaims the posses:
sion-of any such right.

3. The Fishermen themselves state that they collect shell-fish by long estab-
lished custom, and that they have never obtained express permission from anybody.
About 40 persons from Black Town, and about 50 persons from Chintadrepett, prac-
tise fishing with nets in the Cooum. Twenty or thirty Pariahs of Chintadrepett and
Comelezswaren Covil, and about 20 Pariahs from Black Town, employ themselves in
collecting shell-fish, They gain a miserable pittauce of from one to two Annas daily.

4. The Municipal Commissioners recently prohibited fishing in the Cocum,
Lut, as it was found that ae present Municipal Act (IX of 1863) contained no puni-
tory provision on this point, the prohibition was withdrawn. It is very doubtful if
Sections 268, 269, and 290, Penal Code (which are in force in Madras under Act
XXI of 1864) could be leld applicable to this practice. The new Draft Municipal
Bill had been submitted to Government before this matter was agitated, but, should
a revised Act be sanctioned by the Legislature, I would suggest that the words
“Delonging to the Commissioners,” in Section 148 of the present Act, should be
altered into “not being private property,” the definition which is alregdy used
in Section 151 of Act IX of 1865. The Municipal Commissioners would then
have power to prevent any person from doing anything whatsoever whereby the
water of the Cooum might be in any degree fouled or corrupted. At present, it
would scem that the practice complained of by the Sanitary Commissioner cannot
be legally prevented, except by direct order of Government, to whom the stream
belongs.

From the Deputy Collector of Madras, to the Commissioner of Police, Madras ; dated Madras, 5th
March 1867, No. 26.
In returning the enclosure toyour letter, No. 812, of the 4th instant, I have the honor to state
that permission to collect shell-fish in the Cooum is not granted by this office, nor.can I say what
other Department excrcises this right.

From the Supcrintending Engineer, 4th Division, to the Commissioner of Police, Madras ; dated
Madras, 21st March 1867, No. 5123,
With reference to your letter, No. 812, dated 4th March 1867, I have thc honor to inform
you that the right of granting permission for
Enclosure. . .
1 Government Order. collecting shell-fish in the Cooum does not appear
to belong to this Department, as the records.of
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this as well as the Exccutive Engineers’ Offices do not show any instance of such right having
ever heen exercised.

2. I have been informed that the permission to catel, fish in the Cooun vas formerly granted
by the Commandant of Enginecrs, hut my reeords do not show to v how that power was transferred
afver the abolition of that Oflice,

No. 38, ORDER THEREON, 9t April 1867, No. 369.

Conununieated to the [ coislative Depar tment, in ordoer that g copy of the fore-
aoing letter may be furnished to the Committes on the revised Rill referred to, in
the event of its being introduced into the Council for ma] sing Laws and Reg ulamonb.,

(True Extract),

Clief Secrctary,

"To the Legislative Department,
»  Sanitary Commissioncr,
" Lommuuoner of Police.

» Municipal Commissionys for the Town of Madras,

Exd. 3. H. Burng,
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