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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
’ 5th A pril 1867.

No. 15. Read the following letter from J. SITAW, Iisq, Principal Inspector
General, Mcdical Department, to the Chief Seeretary to Government, Fort
Saint George ; dated Fort Saint George, 23th February 1867, No. 76.

In acknowiedging receipt of Procecdings of Government, us per margin, I have
the honor to request that the accompany-
ing report of the Civil Dispensary of
Coimlbatore, made by Inspector General
of Iospitals W. Mackenzie, a fow days® subsequent to the visit of the Right Honor-
uble the Governor, may, with this letter, be forwarded to the Secretary of State.

-9, I make this request on the grounds of fairness and justice to the Officer of
the Medical Department whose management of the Institution in question has been
so severely commented upon by the Right Honorable the Governor, in his Minute

dated 20th September *

* In Proceadings of Governmont, Public Department, § S Pe k_) %866 ’ and by the
No. 1913, of 5th October 1866, Secretary of State, in Lis Despatch as per
No, 46, dated 24th December 1866, printed in Proceed- - sy

' in;:; ot (iovernment, Pubic Department, No. 202, of mat g‘nT- Dr. Mackenzie’s report was
2uh Bebruary 1967 not sent in to Government, because I

understood that, ata subsequent visit paid by Lord Napier to the Coimbatore Dis-

pensary, His Execllency had formed a more favoralle opinion of Dr. Robert’s man-
agement.

Public Department, No. 202, of 25th February 1867.

3. In regard to the gencral question of the position of the Civil Dispen-
saries in this Presidency, it is only right that I should point out that the self-sup-
porting system has been so short a time in operation that the people have s:arcely
understood what it is that has Leen requircd of them in the way of help. When
these Institutions were first established, Government undertook every responsibility
in connection with them. The people were not only physicked, but fed, clothed,
and tended gratuitously. .

4. In the financial embarrassments following upon the Mutinies, the Medi-
cal Department (as all othcl; Departments of the State) was called upon to bear in
mind the condition of the Tmperial Exchequer, and to scrutinize all charges with the
view of reducing expenditure. Amongst other things, it was pointed cut by my pre-
decessor, Dr. Pearse, that a large outlay was being incurred in the dicting, &c., of the
sick poor of local charitics, and it was suggested that charges of this nature might very
properly be borne by the people themselves. )

5. The suggestion was generally approved of by Government, and efforts have
ever since been constantly directed to give effect to it. In the last six years, several
lakhs of Rupces have been subscribed by the Native inhabitants of this Presidency
for {he end< wment or maintenance of Civil Hospitals. The mere fact that such
large sums of money have been subscribed show that the Institutions are felt by the
Native community to be most uscful.

6. But although Government has constantly aided and encouraged rich Na-
tives to give of their abundance, it must be added that it took a long time to induce
the more intclligent of them to make a beginning in this useful work. They could
not readily be brought to acknowledge that it was their duty to assist their own sick
poor by providing them with food, shelter, and rament. * The ¢ Sirkar’ had always
provided these things before, why should Government expect the rich Natives to
supply them now?”" was the ready argument in the mouths of those who were asked to

® Note.—T.ord Napier visited the Dispensary on the 17th September, The date of Inspector General Mackenzie's
visit was the 15th October,
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Lheip., It vas oxl i persevertog cffirts of Government Officials, Civil and Medi-
caly and os Spr -c::xii}' of the fattery who took @ vorsonal fntor st in t}u.:«/ cuomration of
a more healthy it of ;\:a;1t-mepem.’cn(~c amongzt the people, thut t ;ult (( di
tion of tiings L Leon Lrought about. A

7. Inrvemarking unfaverably on the eondid { il [
avorabls > eondition of the Civil Dispensiadcs of this
Prosideney. 1 vl with ail defor paspensarics of thiis
cstdeneyy [wounid, with ail deferonee, submit that the Richit Honon the G
R \ i (0l Sl rover-
: s uot. i TP TR R it e BT, . - -
nor has not, in ey opinion, made satliciont allowance for the whinest universal dis-
tress and fanaine which prevalled durine 1865 Lils : i T foo
: e watel prevailed during 1863, In this timo, thio prices of foad,

3
1
'

et ay mueh that . v 3 .
ok s mueh that many vespesiabl: men, who. in former venrs
s U Y UdD s, -

grains, we., el eren
contributad (o te funds of the Disponsavios halquite enowsh to do 1o Yo theriae Tves
aund immediate relatives i food, T thev have lad ansythioe fo oy 1\\L th(\l:}- \H
of starving fellow creatures have scemed to be more uin'w 1‘;»(1t'\"“’ tian t'!:(')«,“ ;)1"‘1 "r“]-l(lll'h
cul charity for the velicf of Jow caste paupers (who consiitute the «hhx;" 1:1-\0 )(~;‘Lti(lil](-]‘ (jf
in- putlf‘nta of a Civi 1"~1J€1,, arv). There has boen a ercat fuii Hnr i 11&111‘ SCTIp-

L)

ions daring the peric ¢
{ ons du 1 the peried, and the result is undoultc div due to the caunse named,
8. It s only righ
ST 11 y right t(; m;t that the Mansg of Civil Dispensarios have had to
coutend notonly coalnst h prices of fooc ion i
coutend v 3 "vt cainst the high prices of ;uod nd redues sibseription lists, but
hat the elaimants for o . .
h 4 : 3 charity have been more ﬁL cent. Famdn and Jiscasoe daring
o Y ave 1 \ . g 1
the past year have Ioft their mak 1o vearly cvery District s and in recnrd 1o the
e ® e . v ) Rt i
Civil Dispensary funds, they have been guite unable tos '
. t]l ary 3 L‘i ave been ‘1-‘ te unabie to weet the domand upon them
during thc very excentional secsor s ads :
. o th 3 pio season of 153060 Tt mu-t Te add: «d, 150, thiat o crant-in-
aid, to meet this unusual pressure on the resouvees of 1}-u oead chinrtdes, s Leen
2 wcad charnaes, hus Lee
made by the Government. The Presileney losnitals a< Gow ’

v the G u‘t ment. The Presilency Hospiinls, as Govirnmeont are aware,
have never been Ieft dependent upon the charitable cxertions of the people: here
everything has been provided at the Government cost ; und the w orking of the ’resi-
dency and Mofussil Iospitals cannot, therefore, I properly  compared without
taking these fucts wto account.

9. Thave mentioned these particulars because T would desive to state my
conviction that the condition of affairs aliuded to in the Minute of His Excellency
the Governor, regarding the poverty of the bedding, clothing, accommodation, and
restriction ag to the number of patients, 1s the result mainly of a year of grcat hard -
ship and trial supervening on a condition of incomplets transition from a total
dependence on Government to one of self-help and in lzv.pcnzhrn(‘e. all progressin this
important meusure was comyj letely arrested by tie year of trial just now ended, 1T
fear that some time must elapse befors the coudition of the people will be such as to
again allow of their maintaining Dispensaries on the Liberal scale that soems o be
expected of them. With more favorable scasons and gooid harvests, Tiuke vo doubt
that the rvots of this Presidency will subseribe with as great or even greater libera-
lity than they have done in the last six years.

10, With referenee to the subject of the Sth paracraph of the Seeretary of
State’s Despateh, Tam unacquainted with the natave of the reports from this Govern-
ment which appear to have led the Home Government to question the veracity of the
returns furnished by Officers of the Medical Departuent.  In years past, there
existed a faulty system of recording the attendance of out-door patients, hut it has
never beenpretended that the figures rcdating to out-paticnts were alisolutely correct.
On the contrary, the difficulty was long since forcseen and provided against by
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departmental regulations, enforcing a uniform system of registration of this class

of attendants.

11. It docs not appear to be known to Government that all the Dispensaries

in the Presidency are regularly inspected once at least in the year, by the Admin-
istrative Officers of the Medical Department, and that the reports of these Officers

meclude

1. The sanitary condition of the buildings and neighbourhood. Its ventila-

tion, accommodation, water supply, &e.
The nature, character, and condition, of bedding and furniture.

3. The dicts and arrangements for cooking.

W

4. TIlospital Servants.

5. Medicines and applinnces, whether sufiicient and well cared for.

6. Surgical Instruments, number and condition of—.

7. Principal discases. T he causes of unusual sickness and measures taken
for prevention.

8  The Medical Subordinates” duties and behaviour.

9. Complaints.

10.  Coundition of Hospital records.

11. Ilow the Dispensary is supported and maintained.

12. Vaceination.

13. Conduct of the Medical Officers in charge.

Besides these inspection reports, all monthly returns of sickness and mortality
pass thro-gh the Deputy Inspeetor Gener -al of the Division, as do the annual reports
of the scvoral Institutions, before they reach my office.

12, The present departmental arrangements, I would submit, are ample to
ensure accwracy of returns.  The suggestion of the Scerctary of .State that thege
documents should be verified by the testimony of unprofessional persons is not
only impracticable, but, by implying a doubt zas to the truthfulness of Medical
Officers in Civil caployment, must necessarily tend to make such employment most
distasteful to all gentlemen of honorable fecling.

13. In Circular No. 4196, copy of which is appended, I expressly directed

that in each Dispensary a ¢ Visitors”

Dated 13th October 1866, Book™ should be kept, and that the

nature of the rcmarks made by the

Sficial and other visitors shiould be noted by the Inspecting Medical Officer in his

tour of visitation. I would beg respectfully to represent that if Magistrates and

others would freely excreise their privilege of commenting in this way on what
they sce at their visits, the objeets of Government would be fully attained.

14. I cannot believo that it was the intention, either of the Secretary of State or of
the Government, to imply thatthe Mecdical Officers of this Presidency are less truthfuy
intheir official reports than any other class of Her Majesty’s servants, though, in my
judgument, paragraph 5 of the Despatch and paragraph 3 of the Order thereon
allow only of the interpretation that the report of a Medical Officer is untrustworthy,
until its corrcctness has been vouched for by the Collector of the District.

15. If I have corrcetly interpreted the views of Government, then I would
respectiully suggest a modification of the wording of the Order, which, as it stands at
present, appears to me to imply an amount of distrust of the Officers of the Medical
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Department that musf; tend t.o their hunuhqtlon, and, I need scarcely add, must re-
act most unfavorably in keeping cut of the Department the class of high-minded and
educated Medical men whom it 1s most desirable to secure for the Publie Scervice

Medical Inspection Report of Civil Dispensary, Coimbatore, by Inspector General of Iospitals, W
MACKENZIE, ¢ p., o b, dated 26th October 186G6.
Bearing in mind the recent Minnte by the Right HHonorable the

1. General Observalions.
Governor on thiz Institution, I have inspected it with more than ordinary care and attention, and
T am bappy to inform the Principal Inspector General that Dr. Roberts seems to have lost I}O’tinlc
in correcting, as fur as he could, the faults which Iis Excellency had canse to angmadvert upon at
Lis lute visie

2. But, as the bailding is very much ont of repair, it is heyond Lis power, with the Hmited
establishment of servants at his command, to preserve it for any time in the cleauly and orderly
condition which his Lordship expeets, and which would be highly desirable cou'd it be accom-
plished.

3. T fecl constrained to state it as my opinion,from the experience I have had of the Dispen-
saries within my late range, that, since these cstablishments have been made self-supporting, their
usefulness has greatly depreciated, for which the Medical Cfiicers are certain'y not to b’xam‘e . and
unless the wealthier Native Gentlemen and Merchauts can be induced to supplement their contribu-
tions to the Endowment Funds by regular monthly subseriptions, which at present are entirely with-
held, orto add to their former dunations,so as to allow of & larger amount of interest being wavail-a-
ble for current expenses, I despair of secing these Hospitals in a better condition tl;a‘n th(‘y
now are.

4. They arc undoubtedly, as a genoral rule, ““on alow footing,” but T hope I'shall e excused for
expressing my conviction that no amount of zeal or exertion on the part of the Medical Officers, Execu-
tive or Inspectorial, will ever effect any real good until that *“livelier interestin the welfare of the
Institutions,” to which the Right Ilonorable the Governor invites the attention of the Government
Civil Scrvants of the several Districts, is exhibited by them.

5. In justice to Doctor Roberts, T would beg to append to this report, for the TPrincipal
Inspector General’s information, copy of a letter which T found in his Letter Book, under date 18th
August last, bringing to the notice of ihe Collector the unsatizfactory state of the funds and the
consequent incfficieney of the charity ; and when it is borne in mind that Doctor TRoberts entered
upon the mcdieal duties of Coimbatore only three weeks Lefore, it is, 1 think, a zood proof that Le
at least was not remiss in endeavouring to have the condition of the ITnstitution improved and its
benefits made more extensive.

6. The bedsteads, pillows, coverlets &e., on which his Lordskip remarks,
ving of a small stock which was supplicd years ago tc a Detachment of Sepoys,

are, I have been

informed, the rem:
then uartered at Coimbatore ; they were browght into the Dispensary, as the funds did not admit
of better or newer articles being provided, and, from long use aud frequent washing, they have

all zot Leyond repair 5 and, until more money is plucedat the disposal of the Medieal Officer, he

states that it will be out of bis power to have the present condition of these things altered for the

better.

7. Imay be permitted further to observe that, from the very filthy halits natural to the
class of patients who seek admission into these Maspitads iehly, weak, awd helpless), without
a larger munber of menials to wait npon thew, itis amatier of exiveme  Gilieulty o keep their
sedinary cleandiness,

persons, or the wards they oceupy, in a condition of even«
we woan to whom Ilis Execlleney alludes

8. I particularly questioned Doctor Roberts abont tl
as lying on the floor, and he assured me that it would have been dangerous to have placed her on
¢ wis suffering from severe fever accompanied with much delirivw, and, in ber restless

a cot, as sh
- besides that, Natives, as a rule, prefer,

tossings, might possibly have come by a gerious accident
themselves, to lie on the floor.
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9. This explanation would, no doubt, have been satisfactory to his Lordship had it been given ;
and I cannot help saying that it is much to be regrctted that this and some other facts connected
with the working of this establishment had not been at once brought to His Excellency’s knowledge.

10. Wards.—The ward on the east side of the building occupied by the Dispensary in-pa-
tients has been partially whitewashed within the last mquth, The floor is of the same faulty con-
struction as that noticed by me in my remarks on the Central Jail, and is worn down considerably
in some places into holes, which gives it an appearance of uncleanliness and untidiness, though
1 have been assured that it is regularly swept and cleaned every day.

11. Present state of in-patients.—There were eight patients occupying the room, orderly
arranged on wooden cots, each having its appropriate bed-head ticket on the adjoining wall. The
diseases were—one Fever, one Diarrheeain a bad way, one Anasarca, one Phlegmon, one Ulcus,
one Subluxatio, one Syphilis, and one Fracture. I carcfully examined this last patient, on whom
Lord Napicr remarks in paragraph 3 of his Minute, and I can well understand his Lordship hav-
ing been struck with the appacem filthiness of the man, but the fact is that he is covered with a
dark scaly cruption, the result, as much of previous bad living, as from the neglect of daily ablu-
tion, which, however, I have reason to fear, was omittad or only partially practised in this case.

12. Prevailing discases.—Since the lst May last the average daily number of in-patients
has been 5°2. In September, there were cight new admissions for the month, giving a total of 13
treated, of whom 4 were discharged cured, and 4 died ; the deaths being caused—in 1 instance

from Anasarca, 2 Diarrhoea, and 1 Convulsions in an old woman, subject to Epileptic Fits, and
brought in in a dying state. In the present month of October, up to the 15th instant, there
‘have been 8 admissions, which, with last montl’s ¢ remaining’’, gives a total of 13 trcated, of
whom 1 has been discharged cured, and 4 have died; of the latter 1 was from a severe burn,
1 from Cholera, from which discase there were 3 admissions, and 2 from Diarrheea, both

rted to have come in in almost a moribund state.
13. Of out-patients from the lst Maylast up to the end of September, the average daily

attendance has been 29'3 ; and for the last 3 months of that time, the number attending has been
from 31} to 313 daily. In the past month there have been 359 fresh cases brought on the
books, giving a total treated fcr the month of 413. From the 1st of this month, 165 new cases
have becn seen and prescribed for, and the daily attendance is reported at about 40.

14. Books.—I carcfully examined the books, and with pleasure rcport that they are
up to date, and all entries correctly made. On asking Dr. Roberts how it came that
the Right Honorable the Governor had found his records not written up, he replied that
the Nominal Register had unfortunately been left a month’s entries behind hand, bLecause
of grcat pressure of work, and that it was the only book not correctly kept at that time,
bat that the admissions had been properly entercd in a rough book. I looked into this hook
und this statement correct, but at the same timo requested that, hercafter, the entries
be directly and daily made in the proper register. As already stated, it isnow up to date, and the
instructions of Circular Memorandum No. 1511, of 27th March 1866, have been fully attended to
from the date of its receipt. On inquiring of Dr. Rober{ whether he made an entry in his Case
Book of every patient admitted into the Dispensary his answer was—°* all, except of persons who
are brought inin a dying state.” These bhe has not been in the habit of recording. I have in-
Jim to make hereafter a short entry of them also.

Medicines.—The medicines for Dispensary use are orderly and correctly disposed in an
use being placed in neat order on shelves over the
compounding table, which T found clean and well arranged; but, as rew arked by His Exccllency the
Store-room of the medicines for the Police Force, adjoining the ward set apart for its
al packages of barks and roots, and two or three small baskets,
, arises from want of room for them in the almi-
1 have requested Dr. Roberts to direct the at-

Tepo

and fo

gtructed 1
15.
almirah in the centre Store-room; those for daily

Governor, the
sick, was in much disorder—sever
containing jars, were lying on the floor; this, however
rab, or on the few shelves in a reeess of the wall.

tention of the Comimittce at once to this, In view to more shelves being put up for the better pre-

gervation of Government stores, and for the sake of neatness and regularity.
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16.  Tust):.nents—The instruments are the Surgeon’s Capital Case, Eyc Instruments, com-
plete set of Silver Catheters in a box, and the Subordinates’ Pocket Cases, all well kept and com-
plete, with the exception of 3rd Class Hospital Assistant Sabapathy's, which wants the Caustic-
bolder and two silver probes. On inquiry, it appears to me that thesc articles hLave been lost
entirely through neglect ; and, therefore, to teach him to take better care of them for the future,
I have dirceted the Medieal Officer to have the missing things replaced at once at Sabapathy’s
expense. 'There is also a set of Midwifery Instruments in rather indifferent order.

17. Bedding and Clothing~—~The Ledding and clething, as Thave already remarked, are quite
worn out and useless. The only articles that hold together are ten pillows stuffed with straw,
six palliasses, and one quilt. There are some tattered remains of clothing kept in a Lumber-room,
fur isaue to paupers, who sometimes come to Iospital in a state of perfect nudity.

18.  Vaccination.—I am informed that no Vaecinator of the reformed Vaceine Establish-
ment s visited the station or its ncighbourhood for the last eight months.  Vaccination is occa-
sionr. v practised by the Dressers.

19,  Medical Subordinates.—1st Dresser, M. Veerasawmy, No. 176, and 3rd Class Hos-
pital Assistant, Sabapathy, No. 691 ; they are said to be good, hardworking, trustworthy men.

From Assistant Surgoon W. H. ROBLIRTS, . »., Civil Surgeon, Coimbatore, to the Deputy Col-
leetor in charge of Treasury, Coimbatore ; dated Coimbatore, 18th August 1866, No. 105.

T have the honor to enclose a contingent bill for Rupees 65-6-11, for expenses incurred in
July for the Civil Dispensary, and, in doing so, take the opportunity of adverting to your letter, No.
§13, of the Qthuinstant,  From this, I find that Rupees 70, onc-twelfth of the interest received from
the Dispensary Fund, and alloted Ly Mr. Grant for its use, is not, as a rule, adequate to meet the
expenses of the Tustitution, and, in consequence, you have borrowed from the Pollachy Dispensary
Fuand, DButwiy do so? The Cotmbatore Dispoasary Fund is quite large and rich enough, existing
as it does on the interest only of its invested Fund; but I see that Rupees 1802 are still uncol-
lected. Were this eollected and invested, it would add a few more very desirable Rupees for the
working of the Institution, and ohviate the necessity of borrowing from the Pollachy Charity.

2. It is impossible to limit cxactly the expenditure of an Institution like this without, also
most materially curtailing the good it might do, and is expected to do, and ought to do ; and
thouzh it shall be my cndeavour to keep down expenditure as much as possible, still, at times (if
the Tustitution is really to perform its dutics), my best endeavour may prove futile.

3. I recommend that the sum allowed for the Dispensary be Rupees 100 a meonth, and, in
order to get the increase of Rupees 380, thebalance of subscription promised be called in, or the
public be called upon to supploment their former subscription by alittle, or an allotment be made
from the Municipal Fund.

4. Troquest you will bring this matter to the notice of the Collector, for his consideration
and disposal. '

CIRCULAR.
From the Secretary, Principal Tuspector General, Medical Department, to the Deputy Inspeetor
General of  Hospitals,——Division ; dated Fort Saint George, 15th October 1866,

No. 4196,

In forwarding the aceompanying Proceedings of the Madras Government for your information
and guidance, I am desired by the Priucipal luspector General to mike the foltowing olaorvations
in regard to the provision of Iospital furniture, clothing, &e, for Civil Dispensaries, aud to
request that you will call the attention of all Medieal Officers and Subordinates ju charge of thoss
Institations to the Dliowing polnts i—

1. IHospital Cots.—Sheuld be uniform in size and shape. Tiey are best eonstructed of

iron.  Periodical painting of the iron work with coal tar, and drying of the same in the s, i3

tl.e best mode of preserving thess cots free of vermin.

Proceeding
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For all ordinary cases amongst Natives, the iron cots should be boarded ; but it is advisable
that, for special cases, a few cots should be provided with coir mattresses.

2. Hospital bedding and clothing, should ordinarily consist of the articles laid down in
paragraph 8, Section 11, Medical Code. The quantities to be kept in store must vary with the
average number of sick. Instead of cumblies or country blankets, the Principal Inspector General
recommends the use of red blankets of European make, as being both more sightly in appearance
and more durable.

3. As arule, paticnts’ own clothing, on admission, should be taken from them, washed, and
ticketed, before being placed in the Store-room, and finally returned to them on leaving Hospital.
With caste patients, or persons who object to use hospital clothing, means should be adopted to
ensure cleanliness and change of attire as often as may be nceded.

4, The scale of dict which has recently been sanctioned for the uwse of Native and East

_.iian patients in the Madras General Hospital, might be appropriatcly introduced in some of the
Mofussil Civil Dispensaries, provided that the Committees of Management see no objection on the
score of expense. The diet table is appended.

. }‘lz;n!:iselfgi ::;1; :;z;?lzgc;s%rgslsi‘ ttzﬁst::)eb;%:;r;ﬁfyoz_?;:: : ‘5. The rule laid down in paragraph 11,
# ed by the chief local authorities,~—Judges and Collec. Section 11., Medical Code, would appear to have

¢ torsand Magistrates at Civil Stations,and Commanding b . .
 Officers ot Military Cantonments are requested to make ecome In most instances a dead letter.

¢ secasional inspections, and institute inquiries into the 3 .

¢ comfort and diet of the patients, attending to any . You will be s0 good as to ascertain and

« complaints that muy be made, and bringing to the note 1In your Inspectlon Reports of Civil Dispen-
* notice of the Surgeon any irregularities or inattention ies h far it i . e

¢ which may be obaerved.” saries how far it is carried out. To enable you

the better to do this, you will be so good as to

direct the Medical Officer of each Institution within your Circle to open a ‘‘Visitors’ book,”" in which

Government Officials and other visitors may record their observations. You willnote the tenor of

these remarks in your Annual Inspection Reports.

TABLE OF DIETS FOR HOSPITALS OF NATIVE SICK.
Articles comprising the different heads of Diets for a day.

Avoirpupols WEIGHT,

Spoon. Milk. Low. f Full.
g
. |
820, verrneereeen 402 Bread...... ... ... 120z. Mutton in broth. 6 oz. Mutton for curry. 8 oz.
or
Sugar...... ... we 2, [Rice.......oo. . 12 0z. {Bread............ 12 ,, iRice' ............... 8
MATk, v orvesaneeee 6 51 Milkeeronn . 2 pts.Butter............ 1 ,, Curry Powder ... 4 ..
Rice 1 -For conjec2 ,, Sugar.......... . 2o Onions ... ...... 1 ,, Country Vegetbls. 4 ,,
Salt } water... 2 drs.[Rice 1 For conjee 2 oz. |Barley ... .. .... ¥ ,, Hopperst......... No. 6
Salt water... 2 drs.[Flour...... eeeer % ,, iBread............... 8 oz.
< |Salt..iieieeniaies 1, Butter............... 1,,
Salt....co.ccoiivinnn 1,
BREAKFAST.
i Spoon. { Milk. Low. Full.
| |
0O morens 1 oz Bread or Rice...... 4 oz..Bread........... .... 4 oz..Hoppers...... ... No. 6.
b‘uz'a.r ........... 3, Sugar........... .. 1,, {Butter....c.o......ov 3, {Butter...... ... ... %oz
Milk..ovein e 3 pt
I
T 4 or Rico 1 1b, omitting the Bread. + Hoppers to weigh 2 0z each whea cooked.
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Dixyrs.
i Spoon. Milk.
! p | ilk Low. Full,
i | A
i | -
1Sago ... 2o0z. Bread or Rice,.. 8 oz. | Mutton in br ;
S ; .. Baz i n broth. 6 oz. ) '
A L A e i
: ik . po ugar... ... ... Loz Rice .. ... ... 8 ::
Scrrer.
~ ! N R T - T
Spoon. 1 Milk. Low. Full
) !
8a20..c ... .. Loz Milk... ... ... Ypint. | Bread... ... ... 4 oz. | Bread 8 oz, !
Sugar... ... .. 5| Butter... ... ... 3 Butter.. ... L
! 51 er ees eas 2 9y ‘

The weight of Meat in the above dicts to be cxclusive of bones.

In cases in which the Medical!Officcr considers it necessary, Tea 3 oz., or Coffee 1} oz., pe
diem, may be ordered with any of the above diets; when given with Low or Full, Sugar (1».‘-’ 5;;
and Milk {6 oz.) will also be allowed. ! ¥ 0z

No. 16. OrpER THEREON, 5th April 1867, No. 338,

The Governor in Council directs that copies of the foregoing letter and its
. ) g ,
cnclosures be sent to the Seerctary of Stute.

2. }.Iis Excel.lency ‘in Council admits, in regard to the condition of the Civil
Dispensaries of this Presidency, that some allowance may be justly made for the
difficultics inseparable from a period of scarcity, such as that which has been
experienced 1n some parts of the country, though this consideration does
not extend, F)y any means, to all the defects which have attracted his Ex-
cellency’s notice. The Governor in Council has, however, learned with great satis-
faction, in regard to the particular Dispensary which prompted his comments, the one
at Coimbatore, that, since the timeof his visit, effective efforts have been made by the
Local Officers, both Civil and Medical, in conjunction with the Native community, to
place it on a more efficient footing. His Lordship in Council has great pleasure
in recognizing the commendable spirit manifested by Dr. Roberts in giving  effect
to the instructions of Government en this subject. It is cvident, also, from the
letter addressed by Dr. Roberts to the Deputy Collector of Coimbatore on the 18th
August lost, that the insuflicency of the funds of the Institution had attracted that
Ofticer’s notice very shortly after his arrival in the District. :

3. In regard to the 5th paragraph of the Despatch from the Seeretary of State,
under date the 24th December last, the Governor in Counecil requests that the
Inspector General will intimate to the Officers of his Department  that at no time,
and in no form has any imputation of untruthfulness or intentional inaccuracy in
the preparation of official reports becn made against the Medical Officers of this Proes-
idency, and that the Government aro satisfied that the expressions made use of 1n the
paragraph in question were not intended to convey any accusation of this nature, It
certainly was very far from being the intention of the Government, wlien communi-
cating the Despatch for the guidance of the Officers concerned,in any way to impugn

—

Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Department, 9
5th April 1867.

e ot e e et e e e e

e e e e o

the veracity of the Officers of the Medical Department, which is above suspicion.
As, however, by some inadvertence, the wording, both of the Despatch and of the
order of this Government, is undoubtedly susceptible of the construction which has

been put upon it, the Government resolve to cancel the instructions contained

in the 3rd paragraph of their Proceedings of the 25th February last, and, in liew
thereof, to direct that a copy of the annual report submitted by each Medical Officer
in charge of a Civil Dispensary shall be sent by him to the Collector of the District,
for his information. The Collector will thereupon,report to Government his opinion
on the general state of the Dispensary and its usefulness and acceptability to the
Native Community, but not entering upon the question of professional treatment or
certifying to the accuracy of the returns, which belong properly to the province of
the Officers of the Medical Department. The Medical Officer will append to his
report a copy of the remarks entered in the Visitors’ Book in the course of the year.

4. The Government are confident that, in carrying out these instructions, the
Officers of the Revenue and Medical Departments will co-operate with zeal and
cordiality for the benefit and development of Institutions, the importance of which
has been so emphatically recognized both by Her Majesty’s Government and by
the Government of this Presidency.

(True Extract).

A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector General, Medical Department.
Collector of

"

Fxd. J. H. Burns.
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Letter to the Right TTonorable
the Sceretary of State for India,
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Prova No, 4207, 3. M. —11-4-65—300.
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