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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
14th March 1857.

Read the following papers :—
No. 77, From Surgeon . DAY, Medical Storekeeper, to the Chicf Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George ; dated 5th March 1867,

I have the honor to request the permission of Government to thoroughly
cxamine, measure, and, if I think it ncecg®y, make drawings of any fish in the
Government Central Muscuw, as T am engaged upon an mquiry into the fishes
of Madras.

2. The Superintendent, fearing that some injury might accidentally bLefall the
specimens, does not like to personally give leave.

3. L have previously, at the British Museum, the College of Surzeons, and the
India, obtained permission for the examination of their speeimens. as well as at the
Muscum in the “ Jardin des plantes” in Paris, and, as I personally stufl all my
own specimens, I am quite conversant with handling fish skins; but, ‘) Le on the
safe side, T will be responsible for any mjury I'may occasion, for as I only wish one
cas: ata time open, it will be easy to ascertain if any specimen has been in the least
injured, which I will be careful does not oceur.

[—

Referred to the Superintendent of the Government Central Museum, for his
remarks.

Tort Sarxr Grorgr, (Signed) A. J. ARBUTIINOT,
5tk March 1867, Chief Secretary,

—

No. 78. I'rom the Superintendent of the Government Central Muscum, to the
Chicf Sccretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 5th
March 1867, No. 42. ‘

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter® frons Sureeon F, Day
to your address, and which you have been
pleased to refer to me for wy remarks.

2. Surgeon Day (in a note) asked me to allow him to have the cases open, and
to measure the stuffed fish, to which I replied that T had no objection to his having
tho cases opeued, but that I had great objections to his measuring the fish, My
reasons for making this objection are the following : —

lst. It took me some years, and cost the Government a considerable sum of
moncy, to get together the present colleetion of stuffed fish, and I consider it my
duty to take cvery possible care that they shall not be exposed to injury.

2nd.  In this climate, the fish become cxceedingly brittle, and a very slight
touch often suffices to break a fin, and, of course, spoil the specimen, and I cannot
conceive 1t possible to handle and measure fish without injuring them more or less.

3rd. 'The only way to obtain accurate measurements of fi-h is to measure the
fish as soon as possible after it is captured. Nearly all the fish ia th Mu<cum have
been obtained from the Fishermen, and if Surgeon Day is redly desirous to get
accurate measurcments and drawings of the fish of tlis coast, ho ~hould obtain them
from the market, as I have done. No Ichthyologist would lvcam of nieasuring

® Dated 5th March 1867,

stuffed fish, so long as fresh ones coulid be procured. Surgeon Dav, in one of his
notes, mentions some Aden fish 5 now these, in particular, are shrivelled und broken,
and utterly uscless for any scientifie purpose.  They are only in the Muaseum because
I have not Leen able to replace them, I would turn them all out this moment with

great pleasure,
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141, 1 can soe no reason why I should run the chance of injury to the fish for
what appears to me a mere whim of Surgeon Day’s. T cannot Lring mysclf to look
upon it in any other light.

500, 1 do not, of course, know what indulgences Surgeon Day may cr may not
have received in European Museums ; doubtless, their keepers tovk winple care to
prevent their specinens heing injured. Tt may not be known to the Government
that the Dritish and other National Muscuns are not vpeu cvery Car According
£, the latest information I have on the subject, jthe Natural History department of
tha British Muscum is open to the general public only three days u the week, except
daving certain holiday seasons 5 on two other days, known as closed days, Zoological
anl Botanical students can obtain permission to examine such portions of the collee-
tion a- they may be studying. As this is always done in the presence of the prrson
in charge of the room, ample precautions arc doubtless taken to insure the cafity of
s eolloction.  The system here is very different : this Muscum is oprn every day,
there are no closed days, and, if there were, my work docs not allow e tho leisure
to wait upon any one who might wish to examine the specimens, and there 1s no one
elss to whom I should like to entrust thie task.

5. Lastly, T think it is desirable that T should forward, for the mformation of Go-
yarnment, Surgeon Day’s last letter tome on this subject, the tone of which is,in my
opinion, very objectionable, and the third paragraph simply a threat.  If Surgeon
D supposes that Tam to be deterred from doing my duty by thrcats, he has mis-
talcon his man T was frained in too goeod a schonl to he maved hy any consider-
ation of that kind.

From Surgeon F. DAY, to the Superintendent of the Government Central Muscum ; dated
2nd March 1867. '

T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your official letter, definitely refusing me
leavs to inspect and measure the fiish in the Government Central Muscum, observing that such
m asurements are of no scientific value, and that most of the speeies may be obtained in the
markct, )

9. T do not coincide in your views, and have not the opportunity of obtaining ull the fish
from the Bazaar, where some of the Aden and Benzal species, to my belief, are not to be had.

5. T am sovey to have to trouble Government on such a trivial occasion, bur I shall now
maks an avplication to Government to be permiteed to examine, and, should I gee requisite, take
drvvings of any of the fish in the Government Central Muscuin, and also have free access to any
Looks in the library attached thereto.

4. 1o onaking this application, T shall append copics or originals of the letters sent to or
ricoivad from you, with any further communication you way wish to be attached.

No. 79. Oruuk 1uukEON, 14th March 1867, No. 208.
The Governor in Council cannot comply with Dr. Day s application.
(True Extract).

Cliicf Secretary.
Ezd. J. 1. Burns.

e

i

el

b3 ¥ ]




v ,;. 7ML'K’{ Jg <

P /
# >

S .,

. el
> 1)
e Sy P A
Lol Y =
« .’¢L71t11 o (A pty /,/ M/ M

/Z,;M,é".// //a A

) R Y R N N
,H o &ree o /M._% {M/M %4*-74‘*

Lo Eostppiilo A onD Fee rmpn A B w A
(TaFo2y A ol P iy FH e
i) 5 /a'tze'-/‘ Birponyy M i T e ypin Lt mtlane me
B Digz 7 B ot Gy H Al )
%a%n A R a”
L 2 Coziicnil L penn. trreens S
b 22 e e
w2 K7 2D
o trsrey BZmene L Boen L _igbp g
ik o Bt i, Kt Pk
b iy m L L £ z2Z.
5. S ﬂ.é// Le D Z Crnrans i) pH ) e,
/X/,%M/Lzlijyw/léf\
4//9{.5’4/// Gz z«%i%%[/&w%d

/4 ﬂ/ //ﬂ /sz ﬂk'ﬁﬂ/ﬂfﬂﬂl I»r R e

: /Mj&_ﬂvﬂ/l M/t/ W}&% WW/

erZ"/l/‘/M'/ﬁ_ %M“y
e //4 % o~




| 2
/ﬂ/ﬂfm//-/z/% ""\\“‘;

-y
/ ’/ﬂémeu}it“
/-716'4// Py g L;
IFVE
Wer o ow s %* P $

'fﬁ %imw/éx ./ ./é/ W

N N %4/8/_‘/ %CQ v
X / ; ..f_;;-i

/{t‘//},e t!e/%%’y/ﬂ/ Mki///?/mf//éf/b e ee S |
//om/ﬂa/ad% a/ﬂj M%W {

wwwwwww

4 A/ 4“ ‘ "/ ﬁ el “
MM,MW;?»%Y/&%@ ', /2  ;




v

em//% ///’Vé;;erlérJ//ﬂ SR SRS ¢

i Sttt ’/74sz77 //r///r //:4 /4/,t vezes
(o I o //,//,///// cis vl
J/HW/V///,W i L e
o iy il st o i

j ///7f¢f /’Z?l ﬁ/ / {aé/

(Y A4 zzz€ F}/{‘et’( ,7/ //7’/ ﬂtlc/ T

/u/ (///////rr- /&rv////cfrf Lo
‘L’fﬂ/g/ﬂ/t ”(V/lio//C'd/tf/a /ot/ //

/ 4
ﬁ/zf/ //rizzzr/ VAl AV VA alkd R

S cr b 020

-

'////-/ ///}(/’/ 4 /’r ’ 7 r/{' ~r 7 o spat v e
/7 / .
. / . . © /%;1/.// 2ge A E s
i // gen7 £ 77 pern 221 /[./(/5,(,77
p g’ - ’
’ /
’ /
p:/,// e o V.
- . j)
‘3 ,71}) //(f://’ ﬂ»l/% IR~
e - B //
% / 2 27E “44414//
4k7€ﬂ1/tt’7.¢’/»4r£;r/ / M

/A/A’ Vs //VZ/M/M/J/A&/K/ cr /4/
///70/&-&/;/"

4?/2/(7‘&'1/1/ cx c/c/&taar//a

///

///a/
% /;/,1 vertr?®

1 /,,,,4, s e oy far rarens o / -
/é éﬂm e A ad %/F//ﬂ’cf*’d

ot
B / /ﬂ t 4,’&1/1 4
et € 2227 €31 s
SAGRE /4//

'/(///ix (/ A/(#?(’»
e v ol

7 a/u/;

/w// Az - /MW«K//’ Acerre ,&‘/}f?,m

- sree” a,,,,/ s’ /&/Wezf/ym/ /e’ W¢r/o/

71
D |
* 5 . 7 .. Y o N . k
/M%/%/Z;v aﬂﬂd/ 4;//;,4////’/?&————%\
//fw/ﬁ s Ao e

Y ///4 7'1’/&“&@”/% e cenns?

prrexs (w((ﬁffy //ﬁ//}//_/ﬂ 447 ¢ ‘

(4

@j a/, sas ozre” 5 /év 27 ol PP SIS
/5 . i

SO s’ €T aéyv///;ﬂé’ ~27 P s %;"Zf‘/“”/ 2 M/Z.g“ 7"«

" N

mx/aféd:ﬂrw crr A %,"/ém/m4 /”%é~

MI’/?tf/if/A/ M/ L . /o/‘%/r%av/f

)

/Wma//wn/é/ /ef//,/'

RN “-‘;

// M%&z/w /z4//%:/r e 44,/,&,,/‘
,//ﬂ v L t/‘r/

ZV’M

Lers / B4
//

4ﬁ /M’/ é&f/na/u: Wr/.%.//«)/ /
//pzr//ﬂtm/%&/yvmW//7t7f :

%/4// W/a///r ot /M’Le/a/
prreve” w/im///;fem/(ﬁy rerr

L4

/J/I/t;’ s \/%afé 4M‘/f%“/f/r4/’
’ /‘ LN N . ~ ~

.,
Vs . e L ~ ,;“‘ .

o S o

',{‘ z /&4 /14/1’//(' a&ﬁ ¢«//iz p4v,éj

Y /M/ Mtaw /u £ 2t Ja/t P '
- Gagee (L oy T TE

Ve

.vﬂtr —

VA//’VV’7 /}/Zf//a‘l/‘d f & &[’/t/zx.f’ 0// //:11/

dit’bo' AP f 10



0{'51‘1/1/5’ afz/r/%¢~zfr{é’ reees %14&% //{f/bﬁ/

//i/a/, v LA cos ///(. 4 /m e
///1/%&&/7/1 1// /,;L{ ?///

/[’////”[”’//// crer st e
/ A

/// e S A b S S Sore il S e,
L€’ /}L'V/// // <& &/ﬂ!/  y—R & (//{
s v
////v// »*(//’t/ //ﬂq///v //
L S S D Ay A ant s e
P Wy P 7 //,7{ Al sveiid
///(; ¢%M/éﬂ/tyél/yzr/¢cz/zﬂ/r/1’1/ %M //f
//% rE7 /Mi("///ﬂ/l// /// t’-’lﬁ% /Zi/e/ ,,;/,//

/
/
ot /A//) e er A~ ) ¥ %/ A rts 7 e T i

/// ”n/////‘/-.

/Itﬂ 2t /’14’//-4 / 7)/'[' /
Lzat / .{%/4 Ved a//}’/(/'é‘,ar/kz// ~ e o //&,‘,1/

/c’) 27 ,',‘(1(;{-(’1//4 (ay Vo 2 2 s z'/;t‘r/' Tz c///” . /f*

///6//,('1’ /Z(‘./{f’l”'/él{/ /Aé//lz 17 /& )
J/ (’// — ///‘/ %J o /r/ﬂr';/r:/«/ (fw/r«'.z,,f/

///,/uw,,cf/////,ufm,/ P
/ ///.:/,N yis or ,///m,.,u,/z:; .

w ﬂ)////zl/if/// »J(V!////

ctae”

/4 27 £t

rr Vet 1/4','//'

QLQZ)

// .//114/

' /,/ ////fﬂ%/ﬂ //

,}ytr/%%fthr//wm/ %014/ ﬂ/7

-y
?

41/ ‘v o / f{/%’ |
: L2t ve_/ /
,,.afza/)/é ‘e 440/ gy

1,;;;1/}/1/7 /77
a1 ///:/ We/a/y

O e = =

%f’ 1/1/7
,%’&1;4/1/: T -

it Sl L8 LA e JMA%ZZT
ol 0 Ao A G i

Wﬁ/ﬂ///wym L for B CfrneeBy

/ ,,,Wm/—/ M@”7« s -

o rrinr oo Aoiw ,% e 4 z‘;://”M
co wMWt’M/MAya MZ/:;’&M .

et G ”/W/*%"w%
Mol Lo edeiie B b

,4%—,,// B A A i
%«Wm/. e Kisne /Mﬁ»/oné,
QR A A e R % mesy oo

A Z:M//Z"/ fe S
B Oy A

o
%M/ﬁz e ALPEIO S more

Z/ﬁ % (7L Y S

prve ol D Y A




C§ bt
%\\ t

TV

\R\%\\ m&\&\\\b

\\n\\.lmwn T2evesesse -
\\\\\,\.\\\w\r;\\-
e\%nl \

2 or8e

\\\\\\V«\r\ Y e
\\\\\ LSy o v,

L

\\\“\ \\.\\\.\S\&&

\\w»h\.%\ N\ x:\\ww
\&\& e coneSfie 7
N SN

p;
e preswtl ol npsit Ao sflosn
| \ A q
\a\:\ti e EAe o

) \\ 5" \\\:. a\\xw

\\\\N&«\& \x:\&v\

g»

oy g
>%

i

0%

k\k

A tx\\»\ \x% Sl Ateiorern

.\ e \N\%N\v‘ 3 &3\ \WS!E\N
3\& A %a
Yy apfl

m@h &\\\\v%,

\,h‘/ :
»\ N



	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012
	Image00013
	Image00014
	Image00015
	Image00016

