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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
31st December 1867.

No. 201. Read the following letter from the Commissioner for the Government
of the Territories of Ilis Highness the Maharajuhh of Mysore, to the
Chief Sceretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Bangalore, 12th
December 1867, No. 5191-30.

The Superintendent of the Ashtugram Division has brought to notice the in-
creasing demand for elephants for the Public Scrvice, and the consequent necessity
which exists for prohibiting their destruction. As] fully concur in the views ex-
pressed by Mujor Elliot, I beg to append, for the information of His Excellency the

' Governor in Council, a copy of that
Officer’s letter, and, with reference to
paragraph 2, to suggest that the destruc-
tion of elephants should be prohibited, and that special authority should be con-
veyed to parties desiring to shoot them.

From Major C. ELLIOT, Superintendent of the Ashtagram Division, to the Secretary to the Com-
missioner for the Government of the Territories of His Highness the Maharajah of
Mysore ; dated Camp Belagola, 3rd December 1867, No. 3279-167.

I have the honor, in advertence to previous cerrespondence on the subject of elephant ecatch-
ing, to request the favor of your obtaining the Commissioner’s sanction to the prohibition of de-
stroying elephants in this Division, in consequence of the increasing demand for them from the
great diminution in their numbers and the requirements of the Public Service.
definite arrangements being made for the establishment of Kraal operations.

2. A portion of the Belgiri Rungum Iills being within the Coimbatore frontier, I beg to
suggest that the Madras Government be moved to co-operate in placing an absolute veto on the
destruction of clephants, as I understand that considerable numbers are killed by partics resorting
to, and resilent at, Collegal, and recent instances have occurred within my own knowledge of the
claughtor of females, a wanton and objectless, not to say unsportsmanlike, amusement.

3. Where clephants prove destructive to crops, pits may be dug, and liberty or license
specially given {o shoot or destroy them ; but, except on private lands, the coustruction of pits by
private individuals should not be allowed, and Government should have the option (as at present)
of purchasing the cleplants captured in private pits, paying 10 per cent. to the owner of the pit.

4. On this subject, a communication has been addressed to the Conservator of Forests.

No. 3279-167, of 3rd instant.

, In view to more

— —

No. 202. OrpER THEREON, 31st December 1867, No. 1625.

The Governor in Council resolves to rofer the papers above recorded to My, P,
Grant, Collector of Coimbatore, to the Honorable D. Arbuthnott, Collector of Mad-
ura, and.to Mr. 'W. Logan, Sub-Colléctor of Malabar, for such suggestions as
they may have to offer on the subject of preventing the indiseriminate destruection

of clephants, and as to the necessity of a legislative enactment for the preservation,
under certain conditions, of these uscful animals,

(True Extract).

Chief Sccretary,

To P. Grant, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore,
To the Ilonorable D. Arbuthnott, Collector of Madura,
To W. Logan, Esq., Sub-Collector of Malabar.

Exd. J. H. Burns,
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